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Lindley H. Osborne Gen. C.H. Howard

North Weare, N.H. 5/27, 1894

Gen. C.H. Howard,
Respected friend,

Thine of the 8th inst. was duly received.  I send No. 4 of the Advocate for 1888 and ask for no compensation, 
for I am glad to be able to furnish the missing copy, and only wish it were in better condition.

It affords me pleasure too to recall some of the incidents connected with thy brother’s visit here.  As I have 
talked with other members of the family about it the recollection has been precious to us.

The visit occurred early in Sept. 1891, and his own account of it appeared in the last number of the Advocate for 
that year.  He had never been here and knew no one in the place, though he had noticed my name on their 
subscription books, and knew I was to meet him at the train.

The first impression he made upon me was that of a remarkably close observer;  for as he stepped from the car 
he came directly to me and inquired “Is this Mr. Osborne?”  I am still puzzled to know how he selected me so 
readily.  Before we reached home, a distance of about two miles, he had questioned me carefully about the 
town, its character, and resources, church privileges, etc and enquired especially with regard to my own family.  
Remarking that he was suited with being placed at our home, I suggested that on reaching it he might have 
occasion to change his mind as these old farms are often rusty places; when he pleasantly rejoined “I was 
brought up on a farm, but have backslidden.”

Our conversation touched upon a great variety of themes, and he dwelt with especial interest upon persons 
connected officially or otherwise with the cause he had at heart.  He expressed much satisfaction with the 
appointment of R.T. Paine as President of the American Peace Society, in place of E. S. Tobey whose faithful 
services received a fitting tribute.  The oration of Josiah Quincy gave him great delight, as also H.D. Ward’s 
story in the Century entitled “The White Crown.”  He read us a letter from the author of this story, and told us he 
was hoping to make arrangements with the publishers so they could have it in the Advocate.

One subject, however, seemed to overshadow all others and that was the approaching Congress at Rome, - 
the special topics that would be treated there, - the propriety of trying to secure the co-operation of the Pope, - 
and many other points relating to it.

Thus conversation ran on with the freedom of old acquaintanceship, from rare and perfect freedom too, that we 
could almost as easily differ as agree with him.  Our sons have pleasant recollections of conversations with him 
on the Bible School lesson, and on a variety of other topics as they walked to the afternoon meeting.  His public 
discourses were animated and hopeful; the descriptions of battle scenes extremely vivid, followed by earnest 
pleas for a “more excellent way” of settling difficulties; - and one of them closing with a most impressive appeal 
to all to use their best endeavors to hasten the coming of that day when “the kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord.”

My wife often refers to her first impressions.  Wearied with her week’s work, she thought of entertaining a 
stranger, as she looked forward to his arrival, with almost a feeling of dread.  He had hardly crossed the 
threshold, however, before she was perfectly at ease.

He referred somewhat sadly to the fact that he was “often reminded that he was the fifth wheel of the coach,” 
the idea being that if people were only converted to Christ the cause of peace would take care of itself.  After all 
it was not altogether what he said but the whole atmosphere in which he lived that lent such a charm to his 
presence.

I enclose a letter and postal which illustrate his kindly way of dealing with new acquaintances, & which I would 
like to have returned at thy convenience.

5/27/1894

North Weare, N.H.

From: To:

BowdoinSource:
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The purse referred to was one he accidentally left in his room here and missed it when he had reached the 
station at No. Weare.

I feel that this is a meagre account of a most interesting visit.

Sincerely thine,
Lindley H. Osborne
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E. B. Palmer Mrs [Helen G.] Howard

Newfane Vt.
Janry 20, 1896

Dear Mrs Howard,  [Helen Graves Howard]

My office work in Boston, has been such that I could not find time for even a hurried copy of our class 
expression, such as I enclose herewith.

Our meeting was small, and smaller for the reason that some of the class could not bear to face the vacancies 
in our ranks.  Those who spoke and those who wrote had but one voice - and that the voice of grateful memory, 
and sincerest sorrow, that precious life should have to give place to memories even though tender and blessed.

I am sure you will be glad to receive the report of our action, even though it so faintly responds to the facts you 
have known so well.  It gives me personally great pleasure to send them with my best wishes and prayers.

Yours faithfully
E. B. Palmer

I expect to be in Winchester tomorrow.
E.B.P.

Rowland B. Howard was one of the “all-around” men.  Kindly by nature his sympathies were quick and large, 
and his judgment little likely to be warped by prejudice or self-interest.  He could frankly face an opponent 
without either acrimony or undue compromise.

He took life seriously, yet cheerfully and hopefully.  He had an impulse and aim to live usefully achieving 
somewhat, that should help set the world a little further on than his advent found it.

Patriotic and courageous, his experience of army life did not generate love for war, but loathing.

Hence the last years of his life were given in high energy, to the promotion of international relations and 
methods, that should tend to the ultimate abolishment of war and to the reign of peace.

It were no invention of fancy to suggest that possibly something from his spirit, breathed in the very convention 
where he spoke his last words, now survives, moving men to establish a permanent international court of 
arbitration for the avoidance of war.  So “he rests from his labors, and his works do follow him”.

We (the undersigned) members of his college class, gathered to celebrate the fortieth anniversary of our 
graduation, heartily endorse the above as, so far as it goes, a just tribute to brother Howard’s memory.

Bowdoin College June 24, ‘96

The above expression prepared by Rev. James H. Taylor D.D. of Rome N.Y. was unanimously adopted by the 
representatives of the class at the re-union, and the Secretary was instructed to forward a copy of the same to 
the widow of our beloved classmate.

There were present classmates, Farrar, Loring, Luce, Melcher, Moses, Palmer, Robie, <Stronk> and Yeaton.

E. B. Palmer.
Class Secretary

1/20/1896

Newfane Vt.

From: To:

BowdoinSource:

329







RBH-288

O. O. Howard Miss Ella Howard

Walnut Hill School
Natick, Mass

[LETTERHEAD]
Gen’l O. O. Howard
156 College Street,
Burlington, Vermont

Feb 3d 1897

My dear niece:

Thank you very much for your good letter.  It is possible that I shall go to Boston again about the 19th inst.  If so 
I shall write & let you know.  Your Aunt says she had told me that you were at Natick, but I hardly think it, for I 
remembered what she said about the University of Vermont, but did not remember anything concerning Natick.  
But still even your Aunt did not think how easily you could have run in to see us at the Vendome.  Yes, Theresa 
was my playmate, and it seems as if there was now nobody there to hold the fort for us.  Her father, mother & 
brother are over there on the other shore.  I hope they are, hers, mine, & thine will not have to wait long before 
seeing one another with the Lord our Saviour.

Affectionately your uncle with abiding love,
O. O. Howard

[ENVELOPE]
[RETURN ADDRESS]
Gen’l O. O. Howard
156 College Street,
Burlington, Vermont
[POSTMARK] BURLINGTON 97
[ADDRESSEE]
Miss Ella Howard
Walnut Hill School
Natick, Mass
[POSTMARK] NATICK MASS RECD FEB 1897 12 AM

2/3/1897

156 College Street,
Burlington, Vermont

From: To:

BowdoinSource:
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Oliver Otis Howard Dear <Maria>

[LETTERHEAD]
Gen’l O. O. Howard
156 College Street,
Burlington, Vermont

May 7th 1897

Dear Ella:

Tomorrow night I lecture at Hotel Brunswick (Boston) for the “Mass. Club”.  I want to go out to Natick & see you 
sometime Sunday, but cannot tell just when it will be possible, as my friend Mr S.S. Blanchard may have some 
engagement.  A note from you will meet me Saturday evening, if not before at Hotel Brunswick, Boston.

Lovingly your uncle,
Otis

[ENVELOPE]
[RETURN ADDRESS]
Gen’l O. O. Howard
156 College Street,
Burlington, Vermont
[POSTMARK] BURLINGTON VT MAY 7 97 4 PM
[ADDRESSEE]
Miss Ella Howard
“Walnut Hill”
Natick, Mass

11/8/1897

Charter House,
Media,, Pa

From: To:

BowdoinSource:
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Oliver Otis Howard Dear <Maria>

[LETTERHEAD]
Charter House,
Media, Pa.

Nov. 8, 1897

Dear <Marnie>:

Your brief letter was refreshing.  Your papa & I puzzled ourselves over the superscription in the corner of your 
rectangle [a sketch was drawn showing a rectangle with some scribbling resembling an address on an 
envelope.].

Thank you much for your congratulations - on my being 67 today.

Affectionately yours
Oliver Otis Howard

P.S. Love to all.

11/8/1897

Charter House,
Media,, Pa

From: To:

BowdoinSource:
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Gen O. O. Howard Miss Ella Howard

Farmington, Maine

[LETTERHEAD]
Gen O. O. Howard
U.S. Army Retired
156 College Street,
Burlington, Vt.

May 27th, 1901

Dear Ella:

I meet your note on my return from Cumberland Gap.  Strange, strange, strange, that I did not recognize Mr. 
Smith!  Somebody else from Farmington spoke to me.  He told me how well and happy you were, and said that 
Mr. Smith was expected at the Convention and he did not know why he had not come.  Really I was not tired 
enough to amount to anything and I cannot see how I could have passed him by unless he had grown two or 
three inches taller, or broadened out unexpectedly.

I will attend to the matter you speak of right away, though I do not get at any openings.  I have tried for Chancey 
until my heart is sick.

Give my prospective nephew my humble apology and earnest love.
      
Very lovingly your uncle,
O. O. Howard

[ENVELOPE]
[RETURN ADDRESS]
Gen’l O. O. Howard
150 Nassau Street,
New York
[POSTMARK] BURLINGTON VT MAY 27 1901 7 PM
[ADDRESSEE]
Miss Ella Howard
Farmington, Maine

[Letter is typewritten except for signature.]

5/27/1901

156 College Street,
Burlington, Vermont

From: To:

BowdoinSource:
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