MEMORIAL

OF THE PORT TOWNSEND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
——¥ THE SURJECT OF
COAST DEPFENSES,

To the Senators and Members of the House of Representafives of the United States in Congress assembled :
Your memorialists would most respectfully represent as follows :

Deeming it a vital necessity that some pronounced action should be taken by the
Congress of the United States now in session to provide for the protection of life and property
upon the shores of Puget Sound, in the State of Washington, in the event of hostilities with any
foreign country, the Chamber of Commerce of the City of Port Townsend at its regular meeting
November 25th, 18g1, appointed a committee, whose members have attached their signatures
hereto as your memorialists, to present before Congress facts showing why the immediate

necessity exists.

At present this great body of water is unprotected either by land fortifications or by the
presence of armored vessels, and a hostile fleet would find an open, unobstructed course from the
ocean to the very heart of the State, and available means of access to the great storehouses of
the country. At the same time there is no body of salt water of like extent on the shores of
the United States that may be protected with such ease and such small expenditure of the

public funds.

The subject of fortifications at the entrance to Puget Sound has been under consideration
by the War Department, and there is no question but that the work will be undertaken at no
very distant day It is urged, however, that because of the magnitude of the interests to be
conserved and now wholly defenseless, and because of the comparatively small cost of the work,
it would be the embodiment of wisdom to provide protection at this point at the earliest

practicable moment.

Bold headlands at the points favored by army officers and by the War Department as
the sites of fortifications at the entrance to Puget Sound are now held entirely or in part by the
government as military reservations.  These sites are on Point Wilson, Admiralty Head and
Marrowstone Point, each being in the angle of a triangle almost exactly equilateral with sides
about three and one-half miles in length. An imaginary line drawn from Point Wilson to
Admiralty Head is the boundary line between Puget Sound and the Strait of Fuca, and a
line nearly three miles long drawn perpendicular to this line at its center interséets Marrowstone
Point.  Every vessel that enters the waters of Puget Sound must pass these three points, except
craft of light draft which might venture the hazardous run through Deception Pass, a waterway
that may be protected absolutely by torpedoes and which no war vessel would enter, not only

because of the dangerous current, but also because it leads into only shallow water.

It would be impossible to protect the entrance to Puget Sound with torpedoes because
of the depth of water.  According to the soundings marked on Chart No. 684 of the United
States Coast and Geodetic Survey, denominated the ““Sea Coast and Interior Harbors of Wash-
ington,” the depth of water between Point Wilson and Admiralty Head ranges from twenty-
four to forty-four fathoms, and between Admiralty Head and Marrowstone Point, from twenty

to sixty-one fathoms. Protection can be afforded only by fortifications, and with fair provision
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in this way, Puget Sound would need neither water batteries nor the presence of a fleet of men-
of-war, for the vessel cannot be constructed which could successfully run the gauntlet of the
cross-fire from Point Wilson and Admiralty Head and the certain head-fire from Marrowstone
Point.

Economy demands the construction of land defenses, for the cost of a fleet of armored
vessels sufficient to protect the entrance to Puget Sound would exceed many times the cost of
the most ample fortifications on the headlands named, and the cost of maintaining defending

forces would vary in the same proportion.

That this land may for all time be free from the horrors of international strife is the hope
of its citizens, but that peace shall forever reign is beyond the hounds of probability, and it is
the policy of enlightened nations to prepare for war in time of peace. It cannot be foreseen
what international difficulties may arise to be scttled only by force of arms, nor can it be foretold
which of the nations of the earth will be the first to give or accept the gage of battle with the
United States.  But in case of hostilities, the Pacific Coast would be the first point of attack
because of its defenseless condition.  And if the Pacific Coast is attacked Puget Sound would
be the first objective point as certain defenses exist in the harbor of San Francisco, and the
channel of the Columbia river would be blockaded effectually within a short time. To a hostile
fleet Puget Sound would have the double advantage of a waterway free from the slightest
danger in navigation and of an unobstructed approach to inexhaustable supplies of food and

fuel,

Friendly feelings between this country and Chile will not be firmly established for years.
Diplomacy may lead to temporary quietude, but enmity will smoulder in the southern republic,
possibly to break out at a time when this country shall be the least prepared to ward off
calamity. A still greater danger may be apprehended in the direction of China. It has been
openly asserted by intelligent men of that nation that if China felt sufficiently powerful to cope
with the United States, measures of retaliation would be taken in return for the legislation of
this country hostile to the immigration of Chinese.  These men have asserted in the presence
of your memorialists their belief that at some time in the future the Chinese will become an
aggressive force in the world and that the United States will be one of the first points of attack.
Should hostilities ever be inaugurated between these two nations, Puget Sound, being the
nearest point of entrance, could be made the landing point of an almost countless army of
Chinese.  Not only probabilities but also possibilitics are to be provided for in matters of this
kind.

Within the point of fortification proposed and upon the shores of Puget Sound more
than one-half of the wealth of the State of Washington is invested. The aggregate valuation of
all real property in the State as fixed by the State Board of Equalization at its session of 1891,
is $266,867,742. Eight counties border upon the waters of Puget Sound within the proposed
line of fortification. ~ These are as follows together with their respective equalized valuations:
Island, $1,242,785; Jefferson, $5,132,600; King, $535,274,113; Kitsap, $2,851,617; Mason, $1,600, -
247; Pierce, $53.333,658: Snohomish, $7,710,018, and Thurston, $9,955,906, or a total of
$137,100,953. These same counties have $20,700,127 of the $52,148 599 of assessable per-
sonal property in the State, and $2,182,347 in assessed valuation of railroad track. These
counties in addition to a number of rapidly growing towns contain the cities of Seattle, Tacoma,

Port Townsend, Everett and Olympia, the last named being the capital of the State.

Several railroads have their terminals on Puget Sound within the proposed point of
fortification.  These roads are the Northern Pacific, the Great N orthern, the Port Townsend

Southern, the Seattle, Lake Shore & FEastern, the Columbia & Puget Sound, and several
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other minor roads. The Canadian Pacific and the Union Pacific railroads also have connections
to points within the line of defense. Jy means of these roads an invading force could easily
reach not only the interior of Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana, but could penetrate to
the very center of the country before any material opposition could be placed in its way. Coast

defenses at this particular point therefore become a matter of national importance.

There 15 now in course of construction in one of the inlets of Puget Sound within the
|.=l'n|'lu5l::=.] [mi nt of defense a government l.'|l‘}' dock. A naval station and 5|]ip }.':11'{1-_1' will |:t'n|_:;1|s]1.,-
at some time be established in connection with it.  This plant, without fortifications, could be

destroved with ease by a hostile tleet.

The commerce of Puget Sound is a vast industry and is constantly on the increase. The
following table of exports and imports for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1891, is taken from

the records of the Customs House at Port Townsend :
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The following table of entrances_and clearances of vessels under register for the same period

is taken from the same records :
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Absolutely no protection is afforded the business represented in these tables.






The products and industries of Washington are now open to capture and devastation by
an enemy.  The wheat crop of the State for 1891, was in the neighborhood of 135,000,000
|'11I5hiriﬁ. The hop crop of 1890 amounted to over 50,000 bales.  Iron and precious metals
abound.  The amount of standing merchantable timber exceeds that of any other State in the
Union.  To an enemy the stores of spars and ship-building material are of inestimable value.
Stock-raising and fruit-growing are among the important industries of the State, and a hostile
fleet would have no trouble in securing abundant supplies of food.  Most of these products seek
their markets by way of Puget Sound and the granaries, flouring-mills and warehouses would

be among the first objects of atttack.

The fisheries of Puget Sound are extensive, and this body of water is the nearest of the
harbors of the United States to the fishing, whaling and sealing grounds of the North Pacific
ocean.  In secking to avoid the Heet of a nation engaged in war with this country fishermen
naturally would seek the nearest haven, and unless Puget Sound was fortified they  would be
driven into a place from which there would be no chance for escape,

In case of hostilities and with the entrance to Puget Sound in command of the enemy,
the entire Pacific Coast would be shut off from its source of coal supply. There are no coal
measures in the States of California and « hegon, and a considerahle proportion of the commerce
of Puget Sound is in the shipment of the product of the mines of this State.  Coal is mined in
British Columbia, but in case of war, especially with Great Britain, this source would be
unavailable.  The area of the coal measures of Washington exeeeds 1,099,000 acres, T Wenty-
four veins are now being worked. These cover an area of 16,000 acres, and in 1890 gave an
output of 1,750,000 tons, which was [n'tlln‘lir!}.' increased in 1891 to 2,250,000 tons.  Sixty other
veins with an area of about 30,000 acres are in process of being opened, and  will be producers
in 18g2.  Ninety-five per cent. of the coal mined in Washington seeks an outlet to market on
the shores of Puget Sound within the proposed point of defense, and this fact is the most
imperative reason why fortifications  should be establlshed immediately.  The coal supply of
Puget Sound is a necessity for commercial, industrial and domestic uses throughout the length of
the Pacific Coast; it is an absolute necessity for the vessels of the American navy that might be
cruising on the coast or patrolling the waters of the North Pacific: it would likewise be an
absolute necessity for the vessels of a hostile leet whose supplies would be nearly exhausted by
the time they had reached this coast.  If there was no other reason, this alone makes it an in-
controvertible certainty that Puget Sound would be the first point of attack on the Pacific Coast
and with its waters and approaches in possession of an encmy, national disaster would follow,
and any squadron of American vessels in the North Pacific deprived of its supply of fuel would

fall an easy prey, being unable either to fight or run away,

The geographical situation of the waters of Puget Sound is such that the sul ject is of
national importance, for they are contiguous to the shores of a foreign nation which maintains
at IEsquimalt, on Vancouver [sland, one of its most im portant naval stations with powerful ves-
sels capable of destre wing within twenty-four hours everything of value from one end of the
Sound to the other. It may be, also, that the interests of this country in Alaskan waters or
territory will, at some time, need protection by aggressive force.  If so, the waters of Puget
Sound will be the natural base of operations, and without fortifications this base of operations

would be a :_|elng+:1'uus one,
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In view of the facts set forth herein, vour memorialists, on behall of the Chamber of
Commerce of Port Townsend and on behalf of the l.:{.‘upll: and interests of the Pacific Coast, do
earnestly and most respectfully urge upon Congress the existing necessities of the situation, and
petition that an appropriation sufficient to allow the construction of fortifications on at least one

of the sites named herein and favored by the War Department, be made at the present session.
And your memorialists will ever pray, etc.

Signed at Port Townsend this 18th day of December, 18g1:

W. F. RUPERT, Chairman,

S. B. CONOVER,

W. A, KIMBALL, Lieut. 14th U. S. Inf.
J. H. STETSON,

J. A. PLUM, Secretary.













	M91b43f100i001r
	M91b43f100i001v
	M91b43f100i002r
	M91b43f100i002v
	M91b43f100i003r
	M91b43f100i003v
	M91b43f100i004r
	M91b43f100i004v
	M91b43f100i005r
	M91b43f100i005v
	M91b43f100i006r
	M91b43f100i006v

