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The Folk

OF THE

Cumberland Gap, Tenn.

A Neglected Corner of the United States. and what
the Lincoln Memorial University Is doing for the white
People of Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia Mountains,

N the Mth of September, 1963, ns T was alont
to lesve Washington with my comngam] for
Chattanoogn, nlimest the last words that President
Lineoin speakes topne coneermesd Camlerland '-:-:I.'[I
andd ther people of East Tennessee,  As that inter-
view wis the last 1 had with i before Lis death,
I have endeavored toreenll and tregsure np what
I swiel.

In mwanner @l words he manifested a pecnlior
temderness towards the people of that wonntain
rewion.,  His largenes= of heart took in all. He
wanted me to nnderstand them awd to appreciate
their worth,

A few months later, alont the 18t of Decemlwr,
after onr victory at Chattancoss, (eneral Sheriman
with the Fifteenth Corps, amd L with the Eleventh
marched a tew wiles apart into East Tennesse: to
save Burnside, then threatensl by Longstreet at
Knoxviile.  Many of my mmen were short of eloth-
ing, =one Were Withont overeonts amd Tlan ket =,
and some were barefootsd.  The kindness of the
people was marked, exeesling what we bad met
i Ohio amed Drelinnn. Ti]--_\' _-uplpfj_g-.'E ns tor the
limits of their abilitv, Women and chilidren
brought food amd water, and men tiok off their
shoes fo give them to the soldiers who had 1o,
Az we moved along from valley to valley in onr
miarch, 1 came to nnderstawd Mr, Lineolns con-
finidemee in thoss monntaimecrs,

In the following winter, dnring onr bivoaae in
Lookout Valley, General von Steinwehr, one of
wmy dividon commanders, kindly rebuilt the log
chureh which on the eve of arrival had been roth-
lemsly redueed to firewood,

Very soon we hud schools for the children in
the new strocture, and in the canvas pavilion




which had been pitched for the soldiers’ benefit,
The young folks of the monntains came gladly
froon the slopes sl valleys for miles aronnd.
Simple hearted, honest, guick to see ald to nnder-
stand, they felt that hitherto they had been desti-
tute of the privilege which onr Northern conntry
people everywhere possessed, and were eager to
cibrace those we offered,

Five years ago last spring, Hon. D, R, Jomes of
Brooklvn, the Rev, Frod B, Avery, of Painesville,
Ohie, with our best and hostess, sat beside me on
the bromd veranda of what i= now Huarrow Hall
of the Lincoln Memorial University., At that
time it was slill the Harrow School bailding, on
the high platean east of the village of Comber-
land Grap.

The Gap itself, famons in the Civil War, a dip
in the lofty range, lay bevomd the village west-
ward, fringed with trees and elad with a enrtain
of clomds. We wondered what might De bevond
that fissare in the hills, Onr host fold ns that it
separatiad n= from a Kentueky settlement and vil-
lage, that the crest of the rageed monntain range
divided Tennes=es from Kentoeky.,  We had
wlimpees, sonthward, westwand, and porthwand,
of piles of monntains abont onr bicd's nest of &
valley, Not far from where we sat was the old
log chmreh before which Henry Clay  had stood
amd spoken to the people,

The Fomr Seazons Hotel, erected at a cost of
more than half a million dollars, had stoosd It
half a mile to the eastward, in a beantifal open-
ing : and when the main bailding was demolished
the wreckers haud spared its sanitarinan. This was
a large structure, eapable of housing two hnndred
students, Aronmd it were six hnndred acres of
rich lamd, with good barn and =table roon. and
with macadamizesd roads bailt by the late Colonel
Waring, the well known New York engineer.
Bovs and girls were coming and going across the
veramla, student girls were doing the work of the
hall nnder a matron’s sapervision,  Befire ns
were Inds at work in the gronmds—the monntain
vonths=, docile and indnstrions,

This Harrow School was bmt a beginning. The
village was small, and almost withont Imsimess ;




the friends that cams to the preat Foar Seasons
Hotel wonld eome no mere, sl whenee wonlid be
the future support of the teachers :

The Beginning of the University.

As we pagal] alemt n=, onr host pnd hostess ex-
plained where the steep path= and rmgeel roads
come from,  To me it 2ecmned that §f five thon-
Eand pecple conld gather there from the hills,
forest, monntains and vallevs to hear the voicee
of Henry Clay. the young peopde conld and wonld
comte by e seores amd handreds fo secnre o preae-
tical edneation, At that tie there were fonrteen
countices, rangeld atont the beantifal valley, with-
ont any =chool whatever,

In soswer to the gqnestion of our lest: = How
can we gooon ¥ I spoke, and my companions en-
dorsed my propaosition : = Let n= make this a
larger enterprise ! There eonld not Ts a better
center.”  Omt of that small beerinming bas grown
the Lincoln Memorinl UTniversity,

A capital charter was oltained, giving authori-
ty to organize a board of direetors and ditferent
departinents,  Asseom a= the board was in prac-
tical working shape, it pureliassd the entire Four
Heasoms property, with its load fertile for crops,
and its w wallamd—snbject to ]l'"'i“-."- TOTTSeS,
For three years we went from one Dosiness man
to another.  We prayved. we plannsl. we work-
ed: Imt the romning expenses were  dilizently
raizel and always paid.  Finally by the kindness
of Mr. Unrne the last woney —a smn of
LN, was raised, and every mort: - discharged.,

The sanitarinm, much ot of repair from years
of disuse, we partially renovated, and put into it
as many stidents amwd feachers as it wonld hindd.

v skl to eall it Grant Hall ™ or - Les
Hall.” 1 answersl, * No, we want them joining
hands. The Confederate amd Uniom msen are in
the same boand, working actively and harnoni-
onEly together to builid np the institation,  Let us
eall it Girant-Les Hall,”  And 20 was it called.

We have bl some opposithon,  Onr oppeonents
gay : ** Tenmessoe, Kentneky, and Virginia. which
tonch one another at the door of your assembly of




2, have enongh high grade institutions al-
r.  There wonld Te no harm in an scadeny,
bt a nniversity i= a mistake.”

I reply that in its lest sense o aniversity = a
gronp of sehools and departments : that the word
s nniversity " is 4 proper honor to Lineoln, who
wis born and bred in the Kentneky hills ; that
the nuiversity way be down reaching as well as
up reaching,  We are fitting onr plan to the ne-
cessities of the people.  Some stlent=, aided by
their work, are alile now to enter high depart-
wentz, while others, edneated only in wooderaft,
roneh farming or monntain ways, nesl to begin
at the threshold of ook learning. S0 we keep
for the present all the grades necessary o meet
their needs. ;

Most of emr students are at work part of the
time for their snpport.  Ninety nine hundredths
of thew conld not 2o to Knoxville, sixty-five miles
away, nor to Berea, one hundreed and ten miles to
the north in Kentucky.

Awain, in time, after the districts ronmwd abont
Crmnberland Gap <hiall have started ad sustained
goord sehools, awd enongh of themn, then can we
abolish the lower grades, preserving the normal,
the indnstr the aeademie, amnd =uch other de-
partments as the region and the people may re-
guire.

What the University is doing.

« Bat, general,” savs owe, “the population is
too sparee I Indesd 1t is not,  After careful in-
quiry. i member of onr board reports: *Within a
radins of fifty wiles are more than two hnndred
and thirty thonsand people with no well equipped
college,”” ©But will the students come?” They
do eome,  Onr hizhest nmmber admitte] in one
yoar i three humleed and sixty-eight. They are
eer T eone, and I'|!||.'-1"|' apply in larger nmunbers
than we can care for.

A donbter of Sonthern yonth asks : * Will they
work " A little study of onr indnstries will an-
gwer that guestion, They who bhave no money
entreat for work, In type setting, carpentering,
gardening, and general farming, the young men
have done wornders.




We have sent forth more than  twenty teachers
imto the neighloring districts,  After their short
terms of selusol, they have returmed  to us to pur-
st thedr studies still forther,

Have the girls any  indnstries? They are
tanght what an indnstrions honsekeeper onght to
kmow, In the new girls” dormitory. pow Teing
bmilt by student labor from the brick waking and
stome laying to the final fnish, we have a =pecial
}Nl"j"'lil constrocted with a  view to teach all

wwanches of domestic science,  Meanwhile, while
we walt [or the=e new facilities, sewing, the care
of a room, the waking of wosd Dread 1 this
conking and proper sorving of meats I Twaema
successinlly  tanght bw accomplished and  self-
sncrificing lndy teachers,

Howe aibile are these monntain vonth We an-
swer that their progess= in three vears” time is ex-
traordinary,  In listening to their sehool debates,
for example, T found rhat they handled pmblic
guestions understandingly, and showed that they
had bewn reading diligently and thiuking with
care aml gquick intelligene:,  Insupervising their
prize esanvs amd declamations at the last oom-
mencetnent. wemlsrs of onr boamd were  satisfied
with the results.

How alont the condnet of the young people
It will ¢ AT favoral dy with that in 1 ol ither
college that 1 know,  uick tempered they are,
awl sensitive to faneial sucroachment npon their
monntain fresdom : they want all the liberty that
they can have consistent with gowd order: bt
they sex the reasonableness of wholesome disci-
pline,

Is the institution intended a= a charity?  Far
fromn it.  Our boand determined in the ontset that
it would Te Tetter that every student should pay.
The ztudents who work in the indnstrial oonnec-
tiom are credited =0 mnch for their lnbor, amd ar-
rangements are made at Grant-Les Hall for the
board and lodging of mo-t of these who come
from distant places, Their board has averaged
two dollars per week for each scholar, aml three
dullars for ench teacher.,

In clnb=, table board 1= abont one dollar and
fifty cent=<.  The Girant-Lee Hall Clab, for mess-




ing parposes, keepes n direct aceonnt with  the
treasnrver. It is chargsd with all that it receives
froan the farn at reasonable rates,

We now have six horses and twe mnles, for
work om the farm : ten cows for wilk : and hows,
calves, aml fowls are among our prodocts,  The
farm thns becoanes o fesder to the institntion, Tts
grain. potatoes, onioms=, =sgquash and other veso-
tables help largely to support met only  the sto-
dent= of Girant-Les Hall, bmt the teachers and
boarnders nt Harrow Hall, nearer the village,

To stafe the case coneisely, the student at the
University pays= his way entirely, in money, in
work, or partly in momey and partly in work., A
seholarship of one hnndred |1|:]I]-.|.1':-. I . nssnired,
will carry 8 stwdent throngh one vear. With
fitty dollars ke ean. by his credit=in the indnstrial
divisiom, get throngh the vear and mointain his
stmlies,

Lamn =0 amxions to present the cose of these
menntain people—people who have onr best hlood
in their veins, awl et who have been overlooked
Aml lefr Tahind in all our educational privileges—
that I am fearfnl of an inability properly to pic-
ture the =itnation =0 ns to enlist the practical
svmpathy aml interest of 1y conntryen.

As I sew the matter, half a million dollars of
eldowient for this institution, with all the ex-
pansion that wonld eome from that =nm, wonld
bee of grreater service than two willions used in
nuy ity in the land., This may =eem a bold
statement. bat remeantser that Welster, Clay,
Lineolu, trarticld, Grrant amd Blaine caone from
the conutry, The tendency to ran to the ity
for every sort of enterprise and for every privi-
lege of edneation 1= not a wholesome one,

There aroond Comisrland Gap s people peed-
ing help, and my experience has besn that my
conntrymen are quick to stretch forth s hand
when the meed hns been muaede elear to themn, In
their generosity I place my trost and the care of
the poorer whites of the comntry that Abraham
Lincoln loved,

Frowm Mensey. July, 12
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OFFICERS :

General 0. 0. Howard,
President of the Board of Directors,

Burlington. Vit.

Rev, John Hale Larry, D, PD" R
reslden
Cumberland Gap, Tenn.
Hon. Darwin . James,
Treasnrer,

123 Maiden Lane, New Yorlk

COhas, F. Eager
Hceretary and Asst, Teeasurer,
Cumberland Eap, Tenn.

E. F. Fairchild, - al B :
nancial Secrelar
£ Berea, Ky.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 1902

Gen. Oliver 0. Howard, Burllngton, V.
Hon. Darwin R. James, Xew York,
Rev. Newell Diwight Hillis, D. D)., New York,
Ool. H. H. Adams, New York.
Edgar (). Achorn, Esq,, Boston.
Dr. M, Arthur. M. ID., Middleboro, Ky.

Hon, Luther Laflin Milla, Chicago.
Benjamin B, Herbert, Esq., Chlcago.
Herman Y. Hughes, Esq., Tazewell. Tenn.
Rev. Frederick B, Avery, Pailnaville, O.
Franklin E. Nettleton, Seranton, Pa.
Clol, R. F. Patterson, Cumberland Gap, Tenn,
Charles F. Eager. Cumberland Gap, Tenn.
AMillard F. Overton, Comberland Gap, Teon.
Rev. Isaac 5. Anderson, Rose Hill, Va.
Engene P, Falrchild, Berea, Ky.

ADVISORY BOARD.

Hon. Wm, Brookfleld. 230 Broadway, New York.
J, Edward Slmmons, Pres. Fourth Nat. Bank, N, Y.
Hon. Levi P. Morton, Morton Trust Co., N. Y.

William Sherer, Genl. Manager N, Y. Clearing House.
Hon, Darwin K. James, Pres. N. Y. Board of Trade.
Col. Henry H., Adams, 177 Broadway, New York.
Edgar (0. Achorn, Esq., & Tremont St., Boston.
Hon. E. 8, Converse, Boston.
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“In the Mountains for the Mountaineers.”

We nsk everybody to eontribute to this prac-
tieal and patriotic memorial to Abraham Lincoln,
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