1
#

"y
f







£

General Howard's Tribute to 2 Con erate

Class-mate,
GENERAL J. E. B. STUART.
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It gave me great diatressfwhen in the early spring

of 1861, I began to realize the fact that a separation was to take
place between many of my West Foint companions and myself. I knew

in the outset that I must stand by the Union, anEMI could see very
plainly that the most of the jyoung ufficers?anﬂ:ggaﬁta whom I was
instructing im classes, would separate. The young men from the
Syataa that were threatening secession would be most likely to

go with their political leaders into the confliet, which was immi-
nent. I do not know of anything that gave me more pain than the
feeling that ILieutenant J. E. B. Stuart of Virginia, would leave
the Union army, and Joln the other sids. He was a clase-mate
much beloved, who entered the academy at the samﬂt;haiﬂ, in the
fall of 1850; the cadets called him "Sept" Stuart, because he came
in September. For a while I:;;; called "Sept" Howard for the same
reason.

We had two drill masters, one was Cadet Walker,

&and the other Eadetkgﬁgggf they were corporals in the class Just
above us. & 11keir%:3§:; far the hasg::ggtafﬁ Stuart: Ve
‘were delighted when quga had charge of our squad, because he was
‘a8 menly man, full of-di‘pitr and diseipline, btut not too severe
with these two awkwarg bﬁya. I was already nineteen years of

gge, and had been a=$ﬂ§+ﬂ‘ in college; Stuart, a little youngery
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also, was a graduate of ;%3 EollgetWilliam and Maryrof Virginia.
My figure was hardly shaped at that time according to military re-
guirements and Stuart's was worse. They have a habit at the
Military Academy of naming a cadet according to his appearance,
often using the opposite. They named Stuart "Beauty"™ Stuart
simply because of his queer figure and irregular face. Nothing
then seemed to be handsome about him from head to foot. Walker
called us hard names at every drill; he would say to me, for
example, "Why do you act so much like a munkey:, which, of course,
not only mortified me, but often made me angry. To Stuart he
would say, "Throw back your shoulders, put your little fingers

on the seam of your trousers, with the palms of your hands to the

front", and "Throw back your neek and draw in your chin, you

g Avha deresnn
= awkward Thus we were drilled tngeth&r,JE?ually in the same

section of the class, axd sometimes not. I1ttle by little

Stuart came to have, . perhaps the best military proportions of any-

%
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body in our class. He was made & corporal the next yearg &
; P / &
sergeant the f0110wing{and afsaptain in his first class year. &

became a guarterwnaster sergeant my second class year and cadet .i
guarter master the third. For reasons t-hat_l—:b:a—-&e%—ﬁm % .

|
before the end of my first year I had difficulty with a cabal |
composed mainly of southern young man. My principal delinquency

Lo e i
was my opposition to slavery, whic?jaécame known, though I did

not make my sentiments prominent. There used to be a habit of
“v

cstracizing a cadet Shaat became unp lary I remember one young man |
who was mme 0stracized because of something t he had dore whexn

s—new—egadel »- the consequence’itc him were that he was left along &
¥ the most of his class-mates snd by a majority of the others of

e \
the Acadenmy. :
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He was living s:ems not far from my ruumJEQQ‘taking compassion
A
on him I freguently went in and played some simple games with him,

and was often seen conversing with him. That 1ittle thing also

WM-:;F‘J-L‘;-J_.
did me injury, f-iinwéﬂg this singular¥proverb, "If a man associates

e/
with cut-men he mlstﬂpe et edmseld".
When I was passing through the severest trial

of my cadet 1life, when it seemed as though everybody that I cared

Coqaa,
for was bormwed ainst me, there were a few that gave me their
sympathy and their fellowship. Among them was Cadet J. E. B.
Stuart. His manly course towards me when my heart was sore made

me love him aincerely}and I was always made hesppy when he asked me

to walk with him, or when he accepted my invitation to go and see =
e-u-l.p.... | M._.v

the young ladies of "est Point with Te,&ﬂ¥$?g the Eecrea ion hnurl

of my a-:mi ety ‘ﬁl"r

When we graudated we went away Lo serve at different posts, he in
|

one direction and I in sanother; we never came together again until
Ko ag
after the war of 1861 hﬁgjt- :

of Saturday. I think that Stuart was equally

¥ t
ne thing thz:t Stuart wasdremarkahle for rmwm

that was his ability to ride and 'mana a fragtious haﬁse.- He
plt o L} Ml
became perhaps the best rider of our cimess; so that I qunut wonder
FAS

that he was given the command of a ¢av¥lmy regiment in Virginia to

be followed scon by a brigade, ’% a division andnthen 2 cavallys

corps of the army of northern Virgiaia.
%

. Then Mc Clellan msde the change of his base
ﬂ/\.dw

and of his approa to Richmond, leaving the front of Vgshington
and teking his army to the Virginia Pg&nn sula, Sesmedg division
WVM:'_- (TS

was left behind as a rear guard;{c follow llc Clellan as soon as j

o
i1t was pragticablﬁjhy water, from T"ashington to the neighborhood /f
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of Fortress lonroe. T commanded & brigade =wd—Sepmer strengthened

mebaaads by some cavalry and artillery and sent me to drive the
hﬂ}f*ﬁ#

confideratewrear guard across the Rappahannoek}hﬁngo see to it that

all the bridges over that river ggre destroyed. Wtuart, my class

SV P U QS—
mate was in command of ajgavalryf}aft behind by General Foseph E/
Johnston to cover his retreat to Richmond. It became my fortune
<"-_ l‘-ﬁm
in the second bE#Ele that we d with the confiderates, the first
AN

being Bull Run, to encounter lgbintimata friend and class mate in
the field! anﬂ" had it on gond authority that Stuart, now General

Stuartgcrossed the Rappahannock in the night with 2 small body of
v N Ak

it
cavalry and,thoroughly reconnoitered my camp. I had so located
my division, if I may call iyfgﬁ, so as to face in four directionms,

holding 2n elevatedrgnoll. My forces took substantially the form

of a square with the artillery at the cormers all facing outwarB.

Shay '
I was told by a soo® that Stuart, after his reconnassance, remarked

that Howard had tsken up a strong position and so disposed his troops

that it would be useless to attack him with cavalry. He therefoxe
_ fr et ety
crossed the river, burning the bridges behind him. T SRR e

s |
me time with his advance guarﬂ.‘hthare %g substantial I
HE#HI id to G ; It I had . i
88 o General r, aiter rejoined his
| s ‘.

disivion, "General, I drove Beauty Stuart acroas the ﬁappahannonk
‘:.M..n_pﬂ {
and foéreed him to burn the bridges behind him." ﬁﬂgltfﬂ division ;

then hastened to Alexandrig and was transported to the Peninsula.
I never could realize any hostility to Stuart im

mt heart. His career as a cavalry leader, making frequent raids and |
Uiy Girtreind

often wdating our entire army and cutting off our supplies was

T

a}x:gﬁ remarkable, displaying great emergy, boldmess and resourcefull-

ness. It was bruought to a close in front of the Army of the FPotomae,
)
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hed teken my corps to the West. when I heard of his death I
mogmmed for him as I would for & brother. He was always the most
“devoted friend to our clase mate %L W. C. Lee, and falrly worshiped
e

his father our great opponent and m goldier General

Tobert E. Lee. i
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