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--2nd Monograph--
Campaigning with Sherman.

It was the 8th Octe, 1861 when Gen Robert Anderson early in
the day called Gen. Sherman to his headquarters in Louiaville.
Anderson was writing at his desk when Sherman in his usual off
hand style burst in vpon him. "What does this mean Gen. Anderson,
- the morning paper says, you are going to leave us!"

"Yes," sald Anderson turning half around in his chair, looking
pale, thin and troubled, - "Yes, I am 111, very 111 and the strain
of the situation is too much for me. T hardly sleep at all, and
without proper rest I cannot and should not attempt to fill this
office. Why, eherman, look at me. T am already a wreck! That
Charleston-harbor business used me up."

Sherman loudly and strongly protested, closing his vehemence
with "You can't go and leave me here in command. Just stay and
we younger men will do your work."

"Wo, no, éherman. You are young and vigorous. By, and by,
things will work in smoothly enougch."

"Smoothly enough with a vengeance." Sherman arose, evidently
greatly exeited, his eyes sparkling. Turning toward his General,
ge eried: "Look here Anderson. The enemy 1s upon us. Four
hostile armies are marching rapidly up here toward the Ohio. Al-
bert Sidney Johnson, thelr best card, 1s fortifying Bowling Green.
Pillow is at columbus Ky.; “ollicoffer somewhere this side of Cum-
berland Gap, and Simon Buckner nearer Louisville than the rest.

His head of column isn't thirty miles off. How ean you think cf
leaving us now?"
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"Oh, don't T know 1t?" slowly answeread Anderson. "But you'll
have to take my place.” It i1s already done."

Sherman who had been pacing the room while rapidly talking,
now came and sat down by Anderson's side. Then the latter showad
him a copy of the letter which he had sent forward contalning his
resignation and In a gentle voice remarked: “"Gen. Sherman, you are
thae senlor Brigadisr .nd now In command. Here is the order weired
from Washington." "well T am surprised. It seems to be my fate
always to be biting off bigger plecaes than I can swallow. I shall
protest to the Secretary of War with all the power I can mustar.
Somebodyelse that he can trust must succeed 30u; It needs man,
more men! and they ought to be trailned scldiers. I like volunteers
- have little use for fuss and feathers, but no voluntear ragiment
in this department can hold together yet; and we hav'n't fifteen
thousand masn such as they are to withstand sixty thousand!"®

*T know all that, Sherman = but the southern fore=s are new too
and poorly armed."

"But anderson, you know that they have been longer getting
ready. They've got trained officers, many of them West Pointers,
in cormmand. They will e¢lean us all out of here - all we have
brought together axeept perhaps Grant at Paducah. He may hold on
thaere like ;:W&Eaﬁh, - and they will attack vs mighty soon."

Sherman then assuming a better mood bade in his kxindest volee
the loyal overworked man adieu,- and never saw \im again whila in
Kentucky.

The next record ol our hero i3 a simple one. "Brig.dier

General sherman the 8th of October 1881 (that very day) assuned







¢ommand . "

His subsequent action was like him instant, brisk and energe-
tic. He hurried into the city of Liouisville all the volunteer
regiments and batteries that he could get hold of and coverad his
front with a small body of cavalry, tnﬁghtah well out on every road
of approach. His headguarters weré placed at Maldraugh's Hill - a
strong point for offensive or defensive adtion. There he "massed
his troops."

o~

Captain o /) Jayton, a4 young man, & volunteer of quick
intelligence and very resourceful withal, just the pattern for an
Adjutant-General , which office at a latér period he held, was at
this time Sherman's constant companion and favorite aide-de-camp.

At the close of this busy day, Dayton seeing his General
approaching on horseback followed by twoorderlies, turned his eyes
at onee toward a simple spread, nothing more than a eommon lunch
which he had prepared-, some chicken sandwiches, a few choice apples
for fruit with plenty of craciers and coffee. The camp table, then
new, with its legs dropped down, stood beside the headquarter-mess-
chest . There were but two camp stools, one for Dayton and one for
Gen. Sherman. Sherman dismounted near the me ss-chest as soon as
he saw Dayton's arrangement and eried joyfully: "Why Dayton you're
already equipped for thg march! That's right."

"uhdiiyéﬁ, Gen?fﬁgihu-nn I thought I'd catch you on the wing.
You hav'n't stopped for a mouthful all day!'"

*Thanks D%yton - & man must eut I know; but nobody seems to
realize the work that must be done here,and that right off.

Luckily for us Buekner has been delayed by a tearing up of the
rallway in his front. That loyal Kentucky fellow Bird has made a

good break in the road and wregked a train of soldiers; but it won't







-ﬂaluy them long. It will give us however a little time to t:u"e.a.i‘.l'n‘.i'é;t

"Yes, Gen., 50 now do come toc dinner!"

"All right, my lad,” he said with his queer expression, "if
you call this a dinner we will eat it." gharman never appeared
to think of eating or of what he was to eat till he saw the meal
prepared. Then they sat down and conversed freely about the dan-
gerous situation of affairs while the black cook was pouring out the
ste.ming coffee and otherwise politely serving the t ble.

At the close of this frugal meal Sherman was much rested and he
talked to Dayton who subsequently gave me an account of his sayings
and doings at this early period.

"Dayton I want you to formulate as soon as you can my views of
the situation here."™ A little later this was carefully done, and
as 1t 1s all fully reported in offi¢lal documents I will not attempt

vty

to make « repitition. His lunguagiﬁI may add was so strong and his
pleadings for more force so earnest that even MeClellan, then the
Commander-in-chief of all the armies was pmuech puzzled and &larmed.
At first he sent an aide-d:-camp Col. Key (he was &t the time acting
Judge-advocate and a eonfidéntial adviser) to examine into every-
thing essential in Sherman's command , and espeeially to inquire into
and report upon his fitness for the place he occupled. Col. Key's
report was™that in his opinion, sherman was not sufficiently master
of his judgment to warrant the intrusting to him of an important
military command."

This action of McClellan taken in connection with the shameless
attacks by various newspapers and also the reports of the Hon.
Simon Cameron, Sec. of War and the staff-officers who had accompanied
him to Louisville, as we have already seen, were the sequel to
Sherman's exciting almost frantic lettgers and protests which follow-
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| frrvilcnl,
ed that Octolber day. He was then?as WA 3anrn¥ a few months later /.

set aside.
Gen., Sherman d1d not obt«in full information of the public

accusation that he wus regarded as actually insane 'till he had been

relieved from duty by MeClellan. His successor was an able and
conservitive leader, @en. Don Carlos Busl. ff;hermun had proceeded
to his own home in TLancaster, Ohlo. His ranulyjcunsiating of Mrs.
Sherman and five of his Ghjl-"lreniwﬂra sitting with him at the dinner
table when the omuel article from the Cincimnati commercial was
handed to him. Ha read the article attentively at first without
speaking a word. Then he glanced over the article again and
v'olently thraw the newspaper upon the floor, erying out like one
badly hurt, "Well now, T shouldu't be surprised il they fastenad tha!
oI me . It's the hardest thing in the world for a man to prove
himselfl sane when many people think him insane." His wife said,
"We ' Coan oy _Et»tj Jelldoaeia ek, ;

Yhile the General's madness was pretty widely beliesved he had
friends +ho k.ew better and who took great pains to defend nhim and
to proelaim the truth. His wife, the daughter of Hon. Thomas Ewing,
exerted herself to the utmost and she sspeeiaddy in eﬂ%ﬁﬁiik circlM

was an able advocate; and the Senator, his brother, laft no stone
unturned to reverse the wheels of the apparent public Judgmant .

Gen. Halleck then commanding the Western armies with headquarters

at 5t. Louls pronounced the attacks "Shameless and scandalous" and
wont farther in asking that Sherman be assigned to his Western div-
ision for inspection dutv. At this time Gen. Orant openly took his
part; for Grant Xnsw very wgll that the clamour mainly arose be-

cause Sherman had told unwelcome truths in language whiich was irritat ™

ing to those above him- language Tull of vehémenoa, protestation and
S







¢ Pten denunciation of what he called a milk and water poliecy.

"They never can get i1t into their heads" OGrant declared that the
Southern conspirators whom Sherman knewswell are and long have been
deadly in earnaﬁt.& #Sherman proceeded to his new duties with a
bra:king heart, but with a determination to overcome those enemies
at home and mistaken friends of the press who, he allagadéaad the
power to destroy us as they pleased."

The history Tinds the young man doing his inspsction duty at
Sedalia, Mo., with great thoroughness «nd making clear cut, able re-
ports of the situation. Agaln later we find him at Benton Barracks
showing his continued sanity and decided ability in everything he
undertook. At last Halleck ventured, as Grant was obliged to move
Torward toward the.intsrior of Kentucky)tn place Sherman in command
of the post of Paducah. Here he had one of thdse gathering form-
ative camps, - regirents coming in and going to the front after
obtaining a little organization, diseipline, armament and drill.
This work sherman did so well as to get the approval not only of
Halleck but of Grant, the eoming genﬂralpwhﬂm he generously support-
ed, even stripping himself of troops in order to reinforce the front.
What is more, Sherman and Grant here began to know each other better
than ever before, and their friendship was soon firmly cemented in
the heated furnace of battle.

At one time , just after Feb. 1l3th, 1852, after Gen. fherman was
pyut in charge of Padueah he ran over to St. Louis to ses Halleck and
have & personal interview with him. Then it was, when Sherman,

Halleeck and other offlcers were gathered in Halleck's room at head-

quarters that they had under advisement with good maps before them

different plans of campalgn. One of the offlcers a little skeptical

-~
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voneerning the information from the front asked "where is the rebel
line anyhow?" In answer to this inquiry they all agreed that this
line passed through Columbus, Ky., ¥ort Donelson, Fort Henry, and
then ran on eastward through Biwling Grean. Halleck now submitted
the question "where should this line be broken by our forceg?"
sherman answered at once with decided emphases "In the centre, Sir!"
He was the master of strategy. They further agreed that the Tenn-
essee-river came the nearest to any prasticavle route for breaXing

ﬁyﬁi’;mn (s{'.__,
through the enemies defenses. In this way, 1t is plain th¢tmthe

[ 2
egecution ,shown in thls early campaign of 1852, Grant's remarkable

-?4f5f of Sherman's strategy should be combined with Grant's
/

advance down to Pittsburg landing on the Tennessee was soon followed
by %hurman's completie restoration to confidence. It was not long
before he himselfl was at the very front watching his old friend,

& fead
now a public enemy, Rlbert Sidney Johnson. tiherman had aghesst a

%g;ﬁ'division well in hand.

I have dwelt upcn this period of Sherman's career at consider-
able length for it shows how he passed a cruecial point in his life.
The widely circulated imputations were unjust and hard to bear; stili
were they not condusive to a wholesome self - discipline? f;hermun
had a large brain and under these most trying clircumstances bent
all his energles to the study of the war problems presented. e
invariably showed himself a genius where strategy was involved, but
at fTirst he could not easily control his impatience nor at all times
restrain his fiery tenper. while in Louisville he was absolutely
right in his conclusions about that Kentucky frontier of the great
War . There was, however, another problem which he was obliged to

solve, namely: how to convince the slower minds of his co-workers,
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&8 Lineoln se patiently did, that hls plans an! forecasts were the
right ones. In the terrible timss of suspieion, misrepresentations,
slander and uncalled for ascusation of madness, & lesser mind would
have succumbed, but not so with Jharmin. pa want through the fipe
and came out unscathed-, brighter, strouger, abler than befora.
Yet, he never quite forgave the newspaper correspondents and, no
wonder; still, few If any of them were actuwally malignant. They
were simply looking Tor sensations.

Once , later in the war, T was with Sherman at Atlanta when he
had one of those abnormal attacks of nervous vexatlion similar to
that at Louisville. T was glad inde2d that no newspaper at the
t'me got hold of the details of the affalr.

One bright sunshiiy morning in the fil)l after the capture of
Atlanta, with an ald and & coupla of orderlies, I rode up to tha olty
from East Toint. Sherman was ocoupying a fine large house. He
was at the door when I arrived; I dismounted near his front steps
and tookx his outetretched hand. He was evidently in his happlest
mood . *Ah, Howard,® said he, "I'm glad to see you. Come 1in, come
in, you're Jjust in time for our lunch.® ue and T took seats In
his office room while waiting for the lunch that he had promptly
ordéred, and were talking together famlliarly when a soldier ap-
proaching sherman with a salute sald: "There 1s a gentleman out-
side who says he 15 from Hashville and wants to see you Sir."

"All right let him oome here.®

A stranger of maize with & very short mnéock, aingularly
polite and graclous, met the General near the door, and was farvent
in his congratulations to Sherman and to me. *The whole country he

declared is filled with pralses for you, Gen. Sherman."- After theass
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£ind words and many more volubly uttersd, while we ware al) standing,
the stranger took from the side ,uc-‘uket of his thin overcoat & small
box of elgars - and extending i1t to Sherman continued: "I heard that
you were fond of good eipars and 80, thinklng your suppl:y of them
in your long campaign, might be cut off, 1 have brought you a box
of good ones.” Sherman was delighted, for though never an excessive
smoker , he dld enjoy a good eigar. e thanked the glver agaln and
again for his thoughtful kindness. Por a day or two the ;laasant
stranger vislted our camps and made manv aprropriate little presents
particularly to Sherman's Generals. He gave me a plated xuife,
fork «nd spoon, each of which h«d hingss and could be folded up and
carried t#—*he poecket in my blouse - Juat the set handy for a rough
campaigyn. I was like Sherman very grataful; but I wonderod a little
what was the bottom motive of this liberality.

Two or threes days alfter the stranger's first appearance some-
thing ecalled me again to sherman's quarters. This time oy Adjutant-
General Clark, Capt. Dayton and two or three other officers were
present, when the same polished stranger, even more polite than
at first, was ushered in, SherftdN had had us all grouped about him
and was talking with his deep susical volee and in his bapplest
vein. He was telling & bright story of his Californla ‘ays. Inter-
rupted by the stnanger, he looked arcund and ross to meet the new

gomer , when the man handed him a trade-permit, which when signad

would enable him te bring goods of all xinds from Nashville to tha
front. Sherman took one look at the paper. His manner quickly
changed . He was instantly In & rage.
*Can't do it sir! Can't allow anything to come forward but
army suppliles."
The man proved t0 be an army gﬁ?%?er and began to parley in &
2.







;031 winning and obseauious manner. The bLlood suddenly raddened
Sherman's face and neck and he shouted loudly as if talking to an
unre:.soning mob, "What do you mean you villian - yrou contemplible
scoundrel? Have you been trying all this time to bribe me? et
out of here this instant or J'll have you hung as high as Hamani®

The man, now pale as death, gave a frightened look to the en-
rage¢ Sherman and rushing to the open door disappeared.

Under these singular cirocumstances I was closely obssrving
Sherman while he was striving to regain his self control. For a
few moments he walked around the roomn. Eis whole narvous systam
was evidently deranged and he answered any of us with angry bravity
and singular asperity. Yery soon, naturally, #e bowed ourselves
out , every officer feellug that 1T he ramalned or spoke he would
only add fuesl to Sherman's vexatlon. I then learned as I did on
one or two later personal encounter: that Sherman, made angry, be-
came Just then & terror to Ifriand or foe. : iiis naryous organization
was sp sensitive that at suoh tlres he J1d 2eem almost beside him-
self. Then it was that he loved to have & quiet and patient friand
near by to walk or ait with him in silence. These freaks of his

nerves so difficult to control wara not frequent.
General will®rc Varner of his staff was a great somfort to

Sherman in some of his severer grials, not 30 much perhaps as a
counsalor, though he was well prepared for that role, but rather

for his calm unperiurbed spirit. I notleed this as a decidad help-
ful influence , when the exciling events of the surrender in lorth
Carolina were upon us. @Gen. J. M. Schofleld, who was sanguins and
co-operative , sherman always trusted. I saw Sherman and Schofleld
sitting on their horses side by side at the battle of Atlanta when

the confederatas were breaking through our lines and the confliet
10,







-..rma at . white heat.

Sherman wanted no adtice then - wouldn't listen to suggestions
even from Schofield. T noticed, however, thal he wantad I;lim all
the time to remain with him, for sherman knew that Schofleld had
strong self-mastery and the right sort of sympathy for him, who
with a Tixed counterance and gleaming eyes was watehing avery phase

of the stormy battle.

He eould also uniformly rely on Gen. Geo, it. Thomas, *it
'éhm-u e " =
makes little difference” ke sald to me ons day,"whether oli Tom is
in command or Sharman. I would gladly serve under him." Yeat

the personal fellowship between these two gr% commanders was never
very marked. T never found them together when a Tlerce action was
raging. ~Pk Gen, G. 3. Dolge was Sherman's speclal favorite on
acoount of his work with bridye maklng and railway construction on
marches or in battles,

Both Dodge's capabilities and perscnality drew Sherman Lo hinm.
I never knew an officer who could ou all occasions talk s0 Traely
and frankly to Sherman as Dodge. One good reason for this was that
Dodge's courage was always calm «nd his equanimity contagious, no
matter how great or trying the disturblang cause.

Such helps and helpers as T have named Xept alive and gave a
richer glow to Bherman's genius. fk: was strong by nature, yat he,
like other men, needed loyal friendship and true devotlon in order
10 overoome weaknesses and 80 to increase his strength. These he

found every day of his eventiul life,
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