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Dear Young People:- ' e
I do not think I can do better —on an occasion which
means to you so much, than to present to you some thoughts upon the
past successes of the United States, supplementing them by some
suggestion as to present needs. To relieve these needs you yourselves

will bear no unimportant part.

Past Successes --— The Revolutlon,

It is of interest to those who come aftoer us to learn how we
sunmarize the yrinciple events of our lives, It 1s 1like the mer-
chantment transferring his stock in trade to successors. People
1ike to know how he progressed step by step, marking the milestones
of nrogress,

vhen I use the words "Past Succexses of our Nation', my mind
‘reverts first to our Ameriean Revolution, That was our beginning.

I saw veterans of the Revolution everywhere,in my youth, and heard
them talk with shining faces of eventis from 1776 to 1783 , as chilldren
now hear stories of veteran actors from 1861 to 1865, My first ldeas

of comradeship were due to the cordial fellowship of Revolutlonary

soldliers, As soon as peace cane our Nation was well on its way 1in
developing the Republie which our Fathers had founded. Thelr success
was immense in view of the difficulties overcome, but very limited
in view of what had already been attained.

2nd, The War of 1812 and '14 affords a sad pleture of our

young Rerublie. Its capital city destroved, its resources crippled,

but out of it came a new beginning like that of the new Chicago after
the Chicago fire. The Nation after that foolish war took on a new
life, The right of search by any nation against our Marine was Dor-
bidden; 1ts foreign trade and domestic commerce were assured.

3rd, Next, the Mexlcan War, however we may regard the cause
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of it, gave us a generous extension of our dnméin. We began to call
ourselves Americans. A teeminz population commenced its expansion from
river to river and from mountain to mountain until our eountr}'a flag
was unfurled from Maine to California and from the British possessions
to Mexico, I do s0 love to be an American that I often wish that Canada
and British Columbia would adopt the stars and stripes and Joln their
fortunes with ours then nobody could dispute our claims to be Americans,

4th., The Civil war. At last we have settled upon these words "Civil
War®, and I am willing to ocall it Civil war, though at times the parti-
aipators were not always as c¢ivil and polite as they might have been,
Even Sherman, very like Chevaller Bayard, was not always polite, He saild
to me once in apology: “"Howard, war is war and you cannot refine it,

As we sum up the results of the conflioct we can simmer them down
to this residdum, namely, they gave the Republic a riddance forever of
State supremacy; and they brought also the riddance of American Slavery.
@Good or bad, right or wrong, it caused while it lasted a perpetual con-
fliet involving untold susplcion and malice.

5th, The Spanish War., We have just buried our Senator Prootor of
Vermont. Returning from Cuba he made a brief speech in the United States
Senate. One statement told us that a large body of non-combatants had
been shut up in 1little forts called "trochas" throughout Cuba, and that
fhay were forced to remaln there without proper food till 250,000 of
them had perished and that 250,000 more were doomed in the same manner
~ to a similar death. This speech as much as anything else caused us to
intervene,and the results of the ensulng war have enlarged our domain
and heaped upon us new responsibllities,- tduuhing Cuba, Porto Rlco
and the Philippines.

6th, Industries. 0gr Industrial derelonment has been too rapid to
be gauged by any process, Think of steam, electrieity, telephoning,
the phonograph, photography, the bicyele and the automoblile, and steno-
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graphy and typewriting. Each name suggestis a whole volume of develope-
ment and progress. Progresa is noticeable in the emplovment of women,
FPifty vears ago their work was hard enough ,- really too hard in home
1ife and in the factories; but now we find them skilled workers in
counting rooms, in pieture-taking and type-wetiing, in telegraphy, and
almost monopolizing the telephone system of the land.

7th. Specialities, It may not be possible for children to begin
where their fathers and mothers left off in educational lines, but their
has been an extension of privileges which a paft of the children of the
ecountry did not formerly enjoy. The schools are reaching all children
of the United States, Again there has been great advancement in every
profession from speclalizing. The young man oI young woman ocan now
pursue a special course until perfected in it. Our physicians have
divided up thelr profession so that there is a thorough study of each
elass, This specializing has inecreased knowledge and marvelously dimin-
ished suffering. The medical profession has taken decided steps in ad-
vance in discovering the causes of disease and in preventing them, in
curing dreadful fevers, and preventing contagion,

8th, There 1s progress in the restriction of all sorts of gambling,
and a strife going on to rid the world of betting on races. There is
inereased control of liquor dealing for the betterment of the town, the
eity and the state,

8th. The ballot, The lmproved ballot has come to stay, and progress
every day i1s noticeable in our courts of justice, in the criminal courts,
and in courts of equity.

10th. Misslonary movements. Indeed our people are going out as
migsionaries into every vart of the world,and missionaries are getting
the oredit, which is their due, of securing an open door to countries

whieh had been before this age shut off from the develppements of c¢ivili-
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gation, But after all our progress has been noted we cannot help seeing
that tares have heen very often sown broadcast in fields of good grain.
0f course the grain mist grow till the harvest, but we long for the time
to come when there shall be abundant resowing of good seed without the
tares., 8o much for successes,- Just an indication of a few of them since
Columbia became a Nation,
Let us now turn to our nesds,

(a) Confidence,

I asked t.ha. head of a firm to tell me what he thought was the fore-
most need of our peorle. He answered at once: "For dally newspapers
~and individuals to stop pessimistic talk.,* If we only could — why not?

I turned to another business man rresent, and he said: "Seoure a
restoration of confidence in business.* Down with pessimism and up with

confidence! Let every soul try; every littls helps.

(b) Generosity.

Amother extensive business manager answered the same question: "What
I think we need just now is more generosity on the part of the people,
especially of the national banks, towards each other.* After a few mo-
ments he added thoughtfully, "I wish we could have a new law regulating
interest, especially to prevent enormous prices, really usury, on ocall
loans;"then he added another thow,ﬁt, *Is 1t not possible for our peopnle
to so regulate our revenues as to keep them outslide of politics?* These
answere secsmed to me to be strong rrayers for altruism among business

men, a c¢all for mgtual trust and help.

(e) Reti Rld of Anarchy.
Another man, gray-headed, and working in the insurance line, an-
swered my question, "What do you think our people most need at this time?®
He said, "we must expunge from our country the spirit of anardcy, to
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hinder in every way possible anarchistic publications, and to restrain
the disposition to take human life for any cause, He referred to the
*Black Hand¥, the account of whose doings im in every dally paper,where
the assassination so often is never detected, "Why," he sald, "the

orimes of today are equal to those of the middle ages,

(d) Newspaper Reform, I turned to another, a re-
former., He sald we ought to do something to purge the public press,
where murders, riots and divorces are served up on the first page of
each daily journal, "Isn't there some way," he asked, "to secure a higher
tone on the partlof newspaper men? Can they not be induced to put forth
the good things done in society and make them prominent rather than the
erimes committed?®" My heart pleads, as it always does, for the indefa-
tigable newspaper men., I spend a wuiet hour every day with my morning
paper, and I believe that after a while the press will supply us with a
quantum of the good, I am expecting the great leaders of the press to
call a halt and take a stand; and then before long unfurl the banner of
a broad humanity and a true nobility. Pessimism will kill itself in

time, and sensation, like a sputtering candle, burn itself out,.

(e) No Extravagance. Adopt the Simple Life.

A spectator, who travels much, answered my question, "I would tell
the peoplg to avold extravagance and speculation,and return to the simple
life of our fathers;" but I thought that it would be difficult to make
veople understand what was meant by extravaganoce and speculation, or
the slmple life of our fathers. Thousands of our countrymen have been
reading Wagner's Simple Life, and I hope to thelr profit., Yet no two
persons will ever come to the same conclusion about simple life, We
earnestly desire our friends to make an earnest effort to aveid the evils

of extravagance and speculation on the part of those who have enough
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worldly goods to expose them to these two evils. Thelr example will
favorably affeet the rest of us, 8o far as food, and @irink, and cloth-
ing are concerned the most of us are obliged io lead the simple life.
Probebly the simple 1life will follow contentment and the care for one's
neighbor. Socialists or not socialists, in faet,all goed people, must
contend for a better distribution of what 1is earned and of what is pro-
duced.

(f) The 01d Constitution,

I asked a political leader, "What are our political needs?" He
answergd, "Adhere more strictly than ever to the old Constitution of the
United States. 8tick firmly to our territorial system and all our ter-
ritories,* And he added with emphasis,"Endeavor all the time to preserve
the independence of the three co-equal branches of our Government, the
Legislative, the Judicial and the Executive.* Indeed this 1s my own
political ereed, O©f course the Constitution is for the people, for their
benefit, and not the people for the benefit of the Constitution. Indeed,
we must give our Constitution, as we have done, a liberal interpretatlon,

When amendments ocome they must be for the benefit of the whole peaplse,

(g) Education,

A distinguished educator answered me, "See to 1t that the chlldren,
all the children, are properly taught., It were better to have fewer books
put into their hands, and more thoroughness of instruction-, more tho-
rough mastery of the books given them.," My friend called for a higher
standard of culture, He sald there was a downward tendeney in culture.
Surely the remedy i1s in good weekly and monthly publications and good
books to correct such a tendency. I bdlieve that there has been a lower-
ing of the standard of education in our colleges and higher institutions
of learning, with a view of securing a larger number of students, but
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this has been remedied in many parts of the country by securing faoill-

ties for post-graduate courses,

(h) Union in Heart of All Good People.

At last I met a learned clergyman. He said, "The greatest need
of our people is the greatest need of the world. It 1s to turn away as
quickly as possible from material considerations to spiritual." Agreeing
with him, I would say people need, as always, faith and love. Can we
not make these the basls of a sympathetic union among all who hold to a
Heavanly Father? Indded, good men and good woman, multitudinous in our
- land, may not come together intellectually, but they can get together,
and are getting together, in loving kindness, in forebearance, in human
sympathy and positive action where human sorrows and human wants are to
be alleviated. As I understand -it, our Saviour, through the lawyer,
epitomized the whole in his interpretation of the Commandments, namely,
*Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy
goul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor
as thyself.,"

Now,dear voung preople,in closing permit me to say that you cannot
do better for yourselves than to bear in mind that every good thought,
every good word, and every good deed will as surely bear fruit as will
the good tree, in a good climate, planted in good soil by the river of
water, You will find that the truest philosophy of experience 1s this,
to make somebody happler and better evexry day because you live in the

world,







Dear Young Peonle:-

I do not think I oan do better on an occasion which
means %0 vou s0 mich, than to present to you some thoughts upon the
past successes of the United Siates, supplementing them by sone
suggestion as to present needs. To relleve these needs vou yourselves

will bear no unimportant part.

Past Successes -- The Revolutlon,

It 1s of interest to those who come after us to learn how we
swmarige the rrinciple events of our lives., It is lilke the mer-
chantment transferring his stock in itrade to successors. People
like to know how he progressed steyn by step, murking the milestones
of progress,

when I use the words "Past Succexses of our Nation®, my mind
reverts first to our American Revelution. That was our beginning.

I saw veterans of the Revolution evervwhere,in my vouth, and heard
them talk with shining faces of events from 1776 to 1785 , as children
now hear stories of veteran actors from 1881 to 1865. My first ldeas
of comradeahlp were due to the cordial fellowship of Revolutionary

goldiers. As s00n as veace cane our Hation was well on its way in
davalnﬁing the Revublie which our Pathers had founded. Thelr success
was lmmense in view of the difficulties overcome, but very limited
in view of what had already been attialned.

and, The War of 1812 and 'l4 affords a sad pleture of our
young Republie. Its cavrital citv destroved, its resources oripnled,
but out of it came a new heginning like that of the new Chicago after
the Chicago fire. The Nation after that foolish war took on a new
life., The right of search by any natlion against our Harine was Dor-
bildden; its foreign trade and domestloc gomserce were assured.

3rd, Next, the Mexican wWar, however we may regard the cause
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of it, gave us a generous extension of ocur domain. We began to ocall
ourselves Americans., A teeminz population comuenced its expansion from
river to river and from mountain to mountain until our aountry's flag
was unfurled from Maine to Califernia and from the British possessions
to Mexigo. I do so love to be an American that I often wish that Canada
and British Columbla would adort the stars and stripves and join theilr
fortunes with ours then nobody ocould dispute our claims to be Americans,

4th, The 0ivil War. At last we have settled upon these words "0ivil
war®, and I am willing to oall it ¢ivil war, though at times the parti-
olpators were not alwaye as oivil and polite as thev might have been,
Even Sheyman, very like Chevaller Bayard, was not alwavs polite. He sald
to me onoe in apology: "Howard, war 1s war and you ocannot refine it,

As we sum up the :"nault«s of the oconflioct we oan simmer them down
to this residdun, namlf, they gave the Republic a riddance forever of
State supremacy; and they brought also the riddance of Amerilcan Slavery.
good or had, right or wrong, it caused while it lasted a pervetual con-
flict involving untold susplcion and malioce.

5th. The Spanish War. We have Just buried our Senator Proator of
Vermont. Returning from Cuba he made a brief speech in the United States
Senate. One statement told ws that a large body of non-combatants had
been shut up in little forts called "trochas* throughout cuba, and that
they were forced to remain there without proper foed till 250,000 of
them had perished and that 250,000 more were doomed in the same manner
to a similar death. This speech as much as anything else ocaused us to
intervene,and the results of the ensulng war have enlarged our domain
and heaped upon us new responsibllities,- tousching Cuba, Porto Rlgo
and the Philippknes,

6th, Industries. Oygr Industrial dévelomsent has been too rapld to
be gauged by any proeess. Think of steanm, eleoctriciiy, televhoning,
the phonograph, vhotography, the bloyele and the automoblile, and steno-
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graphy and tvpewriting. Each nane suggesta a whole volwwe of develope-
ment and progress. Progress 1s noticgeable in the emplovment of women,
Fifty years ago thelr work was hard enough ,- really too hard in howme
life and in the factories; but now we find them skilled workers in
ecounting rooms, in picture-taking and type-wetting, in telegraphy, and
almost monopolizing the telephone system of the land.

7th. Specialities., It may not he possible for children to begin
where thelr fathers and mothers left off in educational 1lines, but their
~ has been an extension of wrivileges which a part of the children of' the
country did not formerly enjoy. The schools are reaching all ohlldren
of the United States, Agaln there has been great advancement in every
profession from speclaliging. The young man or young woman oan now
pursue a speclal course until perfeoted in 1%, Owr physiclians have
divided up thelr profession so that there is a thorough study of each
oclass, This specializing has inoreased knowledge and marvelously dimin-
ished suffering. The medical profession has taken decided steps in ad-
vance in discovering the gauses of disease and in preventing them, in
ouring dreadful fevers, and preventing contagion.

8th. There ls progress in the restriction of all soris of gambling,
and a strife going on to rid the world of betting on races. There is
inereased control of liquor dealing for the betterment of the town, the
eity and the state,

2th. The ballot. The lmproved ballot has come to stay, and progress
every dav is notlceable in owr courts of Justice, in the criminal courts,
and in courts of equity. |

10th. Missionarv movements. Indeed ouwr people are going out as
missionaries into every rart of the world,and nissionaries are getiing
the credit, which is their due, of securing an open door to couniries
which had been before this age shut off from the develppements of civili-
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gation., But after all our progress has been noted we ocannot help seelng
that tares have been very often sown broadoast in flelds of good grain,
of course the zrain mast grow till the harvest, but we long for the time
to come when there shall be abundant resowing of good seedswithout the
tares, 80 much for successes,- just an indication of a few of them since
~Columbia became a Natlon,

Let us now turn to our needs,

(a) Confidence,

I asked the head of a firm to tell me what he thought was the fore-
most need of our veople. He answered at once: "For dally newspapers
and individuals to stop pessimistic talk.* If we only could — why not?

I turned to another business man rresent, and he said: "Seoure a
restoration of confidence in business.® Down with pessinism and up with
confidence! Let every soul try; everv litile helps.

(b) Generosity.

Amother extensive business manager answered the same question: "What
I think we need just now is more generosity on the part of the people,
especially of the national banks, towards each other,* After a few mo-
mente he added thoughtfully, *I wish we could have a new law regulating
interest, espvecially to prevent enormous prices, really usury, on call
loansjvthen he added another thought, "Is 1t not possible for our reovle
to so regulate our revenues as to keep them outside of politics?* These
answere seened to me to be sirong mwravers for altrulsm among business
men, a c¢all for mptual trust and help.

(o) Reti Rld of Anarchy.
Another man, gray-headed, and working in the insurance line, an-
swered nmy question, "What do vou think our people most need at this tlme?®
He said, "We must exyunge from our muntrir the spirit of anardy, to
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hinder in every way possible anarchistic publications, and to restrain
the dispositlion to take human 1ife for any cause, He referred to the
®Black Hand¥, the account of whose doings im in every dally paper,where
the assassination so often is never deteoted. "why," he sald, "ithe
orimes of today are equal to those of the nlddle ages.

(d) Newspaper Refomm, I twned to another, a re-
former., He sald we ought to do something to yurge the vublic rrees,
where murders, riots and diverces are served up on the first page of
each daily Journal, *"Isn't there some way," he asked, "to seoure a higher
tone on the rart of newsvaper men? Can thev not be induced to put forth
the good things dono'in soclety and make them prominent rather than the
orimes committed?* My heart pleads, as it alwavs does, for the indefa-
tigable newspaper men, I spend a wuiet hour every davy with my morning
paper, uﬁd I believe that after a while the press will supply us with a
quantum of the good, I am expecting the great leaders of the press to
call a halt and take a stand; and then before long unfurl the bhanner of
a broad humanity and a true nobility. Pesslmism will kill itself in
time, and sensation, 1like a sputtering candle, burn itself out,

(e) No Extravagance. Adopt the Simple Life,

A spectator, who travels much, answered my question, "I would tell
the veople to avold extravagance and speculation,and return to the simple
life of our fathers;" but I thought that 1t would be difficult to make
pecple understand what was meant by extravagance and speculation, or
the simple 1life of our fathers. Thousands of our countrvmen have been
reading Wagner's Simple Life, and I hope to their profit. Yet no two
persons will ever come to the same conclusion about simple life. We
earnestly desire our friends to make an sarnest effort to avold the evils
of extravaganoe and speoulation on the part of those who have enough
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worldly goods to expose them to these two evils. Thelr example will
favorably affeet the rest of us. 8o far as food, and firink, and cloth-
ing are concerned the most of us are obliged to lead the simple 1life,
Probably the slmple 1life will follow contentment and the ¢are for one's
neighbor. Soclalists or not soclalists, in faot,all gdmi veople, muat
contend for a better distribution of what is earned and of what 1s pro-
duced,

(£f) The 0ld constitution,

I asked a politioal leadex, "What are our politiocal needa?" He
answered, YAdhere more strictly than ever to the old Constitution of the
United States, Stieck firmly to owr territorial system and all our ter-
ritories." And he added with emphasis,"Endeavor all the time to preserve
the independence of the thrpe co-equal branches of our Govermment, the
Legislative, the Judicial and the Executive.® Indeed this 1s ny own
political oreed. OFf course the Constitution is for the veople, foxr thelr
benefit, and not the people for the benefit of the Constitution., Indeed,
we must give our Constitution, as we have done, a lilberal interpretation,
Wwhen amendments come thev must be for the bens8fit of the whole veople.

(g) Education,

A distinguished educator answered me, ¥See to it that the chlldren,
all the uhiidmn, are yroperly taught., It were better to have fewer bhooks
put into their hands, and more thoroughness of insyruction-, more tho-
rough mastery of the books given them,® My friend called for a higher
standard of oculture. He sald there was a downward tendency in culture,
Surely the remedy is in good weekly and monthly publications and good
books to correet such a tendenoy. I bdlieve that there has been a lower-
ing of the standard of educatlon in owr colleges and higher institutions
of learning, with & view of securing a larger number of students, but
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this has been remedied in manr parts of the countyy by securing faolll-

ties for nost-graduate courses.

(h) Unien in Heart of All Good People.

At last I met a learned clergyman. He said, "The greatest need
of our people is the greatest need of the world. It is to twrn away as
quickly as possible from material considerations to spiritual.® Agreeing
with him, I would say people need, as alwavs, falth and love. Oan we
not make these the basls of a sympathetic union among all who hold to a
Heavanly Father? Indded, good men and good womsn, multitudinous in our
land, may not come together intelleotually, but they can get together,
and are getting together, in loving kindness, in forebearance, in human
syumpathy and positive action where hwmsan sorrows and human wanta are to
be alleviated, As I understand it, our Saviour, through the lawver,
epltonized the whole in his interpretation of the Coamsandnents, nasely,
"Phou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy
goul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy nelghbor
as thyself," .

NHow,dear voung people,in c¢losing permit me to say that you cannot
do better for vourselves than to bear in mind that every good thought,
every good word, and every good deed will as surely bear fruit as will
the good tree, in a good climate, planted in good soll by the river of
water, You will find that the truest philosophy of experience 1s this,
to make sonmhﬁdy happier and betier every day because vou live in the

world,
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