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GENERAL HOWARD'S TRIBUTE TO A CONFEDERATE CLASS-MATE,

GENERAL J. E. B. STUART,

It gave me great distress, when in the early spring
of 1861, I began to realize the fact that a separation wae to
take place hetween many of my Test Point companions and my-
self, I knew in the ocutset that I must etand by the Union,
and I could see very plainly that the most of the young of-
ficers, and the cadets whom I was instrueting in classes,
would separate. The young men from the States that were
threatening secession would be most likely to go with their
political leaders into the confliet, whieh was imminent. X
do not kmow of anything that gave me more pain than the feel-
ing that Iieutenant J. E, B. Stuart of Virginia, would leave
the Union army, and join the other side. He wae a olass-
mate muoh beloved, who entered the academy at the same time
I 444, in the fall of 1850; the cadets called him "Sept"
Stuart, because he came in September. For a while I also
wae called "Sept" Howard for the same reason.

We had two drill masters, one was Cadet Walker and
the other Cadet Bogge; they were corporals in the class just
above us. I liked Boggs far the best and so did Stuart. Ve
were delighted when Boggs had charge of our squad, because he
was 8 manly man, full of dignity and discipline, dbut not too
gevere with these two awkward boys. I was already nineteen
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years of age, and had beon 2 senior in college; Stuart, a
little younger, also, was a graduate of e college, William
and Mary, of Virginia. My figure wae hardly shapeldl at

that time acoording to military requirenents, end Stuvart's
wasg worse, They have & habit at the Wilitary Acadeny of
neming & eadet according to his sppearance, often uasing the
opposite. They named Stuart "Besuty" Stuart, simply de-
caugse of his gueer figure and irregular face, Nothing then
peemed to be handsome sbhout him from head to foot, Talker
called us hard names Qt every drill; he would say to me,

for example, "Why do yom aot mo much like a momnkey", which,
of course, not only mortified me, but often made me angry.

To Stuart he would pay, "Throw dback your shoulders, put your
little fingers on the seam of your tromesers, with the palma
of your hande to the front", and "Throw back your neck and
Araw in your ohin, yom awkward thing". Thee we were drilled
together. We were usually in the same seotion of the olass,
but sometimes not, Tittle by little Stuert came to have -
perhaps the beat military provertions of anybody in our olaes,
He was made a cadet corporal the next year, a sergcant the
following, and a oadet captain in his first class yesr., I
beoame guarter-master sergeant my second oclassg yesr and
cadet quarter-mastey the third, For reasone peculiar to
cadet 1life, before the end of my firnt year I had d1ffMoulty
with & oabal oomposed mainly of southerm young men., iy
prineipal delinguency wee my opporition to slavery, which
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somehow beceme known, though I 4id not meke ny sentiments
prominent, There used to be & habit of ostraciszing &
cadet who beoame unpopular. I remember one yocung man who
was ostracized because ﬁf gsamething that he had done when

& new oadet, not regarded as genteel; the ocomsequences

to him were that he wae left alone by the most of his classe-
mates and by a majority of the others in the Acadeny. He
wag living by himself, not far from my room; so, taking
compagsion on him I frequently went in and played some
eimple games with him, and wae often seen conversing with
him, That little thing aleo d4id me injury among ry fellows
who followed this singular cadet proverb, "If a man asso-
eiates with cut-men, he must himself be out.”

When I was passing through the severest trial of my
cadet 1ife, when it seemed as though everybody that I cared
for was fturning ageinst me, there were e few brave spirits
that gave me their sympathy and thelir fellowship. Among
them was Cadet J. E. B. Stuart, His manly coursge towards me
when my heart was sore made me love him sincerely, and I was
alwaye made happy when he asked me to walk with him, or when
ha.acaaptad my invitation to go and see the young leadies of
West Toint with me, something we often did during the recrea-
tion hours of Saturday. I think that Stuaert was equaelly
fond of my society as I was of his. When we graduated, we
went away to serve at different poste, he in ome direction

and I in snother; 1in faet, we never came together againm
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until after the war of 1861 had begun.

Cne thing that Ctuart was always remarkeble for
was hie abllity to ride and manage a fractiome horse, He be-
came perhaps the best rider of all our class-mates, so that
1 did not wonder that he was given the cocumand of a cavalry
regiment in Virginia, to be followed soon by a brigade, next
& division, and then a cavalrxy ceorps of the army of nmorthern
Virginia.

When ioClellan made the change of his bapse and of
his line of epproach fo Richmond, leaving the front of "ash-
ington and taking his army to the Virginis “eninsula, “umner's
divieion was left behlnd ag a rear gusrd, with instructicms to
fellow leClellan as scon ag it was practicsble moving by
water from Veshingtom to the neighborhood of Fortress ‘onroe.
I coxmanied s brigade which Swmmer strengthened by vome cav-
alry and artillery, and sent me to drive the confederste-rear
guard acrcss the Rappahannock. m I was to see to it that all
the bridges over that river were destroyed, Stuart, my
clese-mate was in command of & confederate cavalry force
left behind by Gemeral Joseph E. Johuston to cover his re=-
treat to Fichmond. It became my fortune in the eecond ene
gagoment that we had with the confederates, the first being
‘Bull Run, to emcounter this intimate friend and class-mate
in the field; and I had it on good amthority thet Stuart,
now General Stuart, had orossed the Rappahennook in the
night with &2 small body of his cavalry, and had thoroughly
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reconnoitered my caump. I hed so located my division, 1f I

may call it & divieion, so ae to face in four directions,
holding an elevated wooded Ikmoll. iy forces took eubstantially
the form of & square with the artillery at the corners all faec~
ing outward. I was told by a scout that Stuart, after his
reconnaggance, remarked thet Howard had taken up a strong po-
gsition and so disposed his troops that it would be useless to
attack him with cavalry., He therefore crossed the river, burn-
ing the bridges behind him, I had only skirmished briskly for
some time with his advence guard and there had been no substan-
tial battle. I sald to General Summer, after I had rejoined
hies divieion, "General, I drove "Beauty Etuart" aorocss the
Rappahannock and forced him to burm the bridges behind him."
Sumner's division then hastened to Alexandria and was trans-
ported to the TFeninsula,

I mever could realize any hostility to Stuart in m¥
heart. His career as a cavalry leader, making frequent raide
and offten going around our entire army and cutting off our
supplies was indeed remarkasble, displaying great energy, bold-

ness and resourcefulness. It was brought te & close in front
of the Army of the Fotomae. Thies was after I had taken my
corps to the West. When I heard of his death I mourned for
him as I would for a brother. He wae always the most devoted
friend to our class-mate, G. . O. Lli,. and fairly worshiped
his father, our great opponent and grand soldier, General
Robert EZ. Lee. General lee's first words, on hearing the
news of Stuart's being wounded in the fierce battle near
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Yellow Tevern, Hay 1664, were: "General Stuart has been
mortally wounded; & moet veluable and able officer; he P
never brought me a plece of false information.” A 11?3{5,,/ ffﬁ
later, in snnouncing the sad event, he said: Eiﬂﬁﬁfiitnrr
capacity of & high order and teo the noble virtues of a
soldier, he added the hrightest graces of a pure Christian
falth and hope."

In these statements I find evidence of the fruitage
of his early promipes when he and I walked together as cadets
and talked of the highest and bhest things which then inspired

us.

0. O. HOWARD,

BOTE; Qeorge Washington Custer Iee,
a. "?- C., Lee Iﬂn:ﬂﬂ'hh E.
Lee, the father,
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