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Thes CHRISTIAN MILITANT.
by
Genersl 0. 0. Howard,U.S.A.(ret.)

Easter Sunday 1s the festival of the resurrection of Christ and
I am glad to attempt to prepare an article upon the "Church Militant"
whieh has made this festival a grest joy to the people. There are two dis-
tinet divisions of this subject, The one looks mainly to what the armies
of the world have done in paving the way for human progress and Christian
civilization; and the other assembles all the belilevers in Christ into
organizations which have the semblancé of an army, .

¥ ebster's definition is "The Church Militant, the Christlian Chursh
on earth which is supposed to be engaged in a constant warfare against its
enemies and is thus distinguished from the church .triumphant in heaven",
St111 1in common use there are two senses to the expreasion, "The Church
Militant®, One is the part the armies of mankind have plaved in preparing
the way, in consolidating, and in extending the Christian Chureh; ﬁnd the
other is the part that all Christian believers have had in making converts
to what is called the Christian faith, and more still in preserving an ac-
tive belief in Christ from generation to generation in the families and in
the organizZed churchea, In this second division all the churches are re-
garded like separate regilments, brigades and divisions of armiea, and at
the head of ithe whole body 18 Christ the Lord, Writers in all ages have
used the army as a simile to illustrate the work which the Saviour laild
out for his apostles and desciplesn,

The Apostle Paul (Ephesians VI, Chapter) urges upon his friends
the spiritual warfare in remarkahle language. Fe says, "Put on the whole
armor of Cod, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil,
For we wreastle not againast flesh and blood, but against prineipalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against

spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole ar-
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mour of God, that ve may be able to withstand in the evll day, and having
dqnﬁ all, to stand, Stand therefore, having vour loins girt about with
truth, and having on the hreastplate of righteousness; And vour feet mhod
with the preparation of the gospel of paﬁca; Above all,taking the shield
of faith, wherewith ve shall be able to quench all the flery darts of the
wicked. And take the hemlet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God: Praying alwavs with all prayer and supplileation
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplica-

tion for all saints."

The Jewish Synagogue furnishes the model for the individual

Christian Church, ivery time I have visited a Synagogue during its ser-
vices I have bheen struck with the similarity betwé@en its form of worship
and that of our own congregational churches, The instant that a body of
Jewish hellevers recogniZ%e the Saviour as thelr prophet, nriest and king,

in a2 spiritual sense, there appears to me to be but a shadow of difference
between them and us and I am fond of going into the Synagogues where the
Serintures are read every week; but all benevolent associlations diﬂti%ctiv5—

ly organiZed and conducted for the benefit of their fellowmen &8 the great
A2

army whiech God 1s using for mankind, The ordinary work of prepara-
hee Coer

tion, hewever, to which lwe—pyge® refery, was carried on by the
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children of IsrBhl. They tme conquered with arms those people who Tmssbrees

M a.{w 4

[ﬂ idolatry and had Yialdaqﬁfu vige of every description, They 80 cleared

the way in Palestine for a better uivilizatioq; vet they were nost stringent

in teaching a clear knowledge aﬁj;ahuvah and obedlence to his commandments.

W henever thev obeved the Lord, following him with gll their hearts, they
were successful in thelr warfare, W hene¥er they disobeved him[whatevar

form their government took1gehnvah disowned them and scattered them and

punished them in various wavs. The prophets all laid more stress upon the




anived bns ,¥ab Llive ey ni bnatafdiiw or elds od Yam oY Iarid ,bod 10 Tuom
fdtw $oda 1ty antol trrov antvar ,ﬁIQTHIﬂHJIhHBiH Dbrata ot ,Lis ﬁﬂ?b
bordr tee TwoY bl :easnayon gty to edslglasetd odd mo gnlvad brs ,tursd
bBiolia ond gnlist,ils svodA ;908eq Y0 Isqrojs edd %0 nolistsgetq ol ditw
gt To etrsh YralY edd LIls doneup or eida ed [lade ey dilwatedw ,d2lsT %0
JHialal (3 To Hrowm ord hns . molisvisa To felmerd erdd eldsd DA TDhedoltw
polftsoliqore hrs TeYsoy LIs AYlw evawls gnliyseTq thod Yo brow edd el dobdw
~-golLauue hris sonetsveeteq [Ia dilw odmrexerdt gntiodew bne , latge edd ni
".alntee [[3 70T mold

Ipubtvibnt ed? 0% Iebhom erdt medelmiut eugozsnyl relwel sdT
-168 nll snituh eugolsnye s beriaslv evan I emid Yrevi . o0 nal dalcid
GlraTow T0 rroY atl nesBwired Y¥ixsiimte =df fdflw Aowtda need eved I meotv
T0 yhod 5 $s:d nsdant odT casdocuio [anMoliggstIanos NMwo o Y0 $sdt bBns
30k bns tesltaa ,dedgorq rTledd s wwolvel et eRimgooet arevelled Anlwsh
soneasIXILh To wobarts s tird od 0F e 0F axseqas o8l ,omres [sutlalaqa = nt
o1 oTedw rReugozanyE end otk anloy o brot ms I bns au bris mond neewied

navrxqgr#ﬁ;ﬁ arrol taloores tnelovened [La tud Aeew VYIeve DseT o118 meIuaitod

:
S AR B

ety edd @t nertwolls% xtardd %o #IT&H&d adi 10“ betoubrroo brs bellnanto I

. 4.'I|
=gTaaetq 0 FItow visnlbro edT .brn:t‘nm :y‘ttm;f.n 20T grley el bod dolidw ymrrs
X
e ':-l-'r el Ty S

eild vd SR o helTIsO aswW jTﬂtIt Illllﬁmﬂn doliiw u: Teveword ,mol#

4
S0y o

syndie’ onw elqoeq =aodd amis ddlw beinupnég o el lﬂﬂIﬁI o nexbilio
' S, AT St EEER —
hetaalo o verl .noligltoeedh Vvieve Yo ﬁnlv n{m?ﬂhlatv Dail bne Yiisliobi njﬁ

imegnlitin raon aTew Usdt Jey lyatdaEILtvtc astted m 10% sntiealsd nt vew sdd
Lfnembrarrms sld o} sonelbeado hne ﬂnvnﬁa&f%n agbealwond ts8elo 8 gnlidosed nt
Yyerdd .atxesd tlend [Lp ntlw mind griwolilo% Daod edd Deyedo yedd xevermsd W
tﬁwnﬁ:h?;ﬁiﬂ hevedorth Yerdd TeVemed ¥ ,s1a%TAaw Ttend ol Luﬁﬁnemanﬁ 8Iaw

brig meid bexeddsoan bris rerd dDenwoalb J#vnﬁn%iinnl FitsrriTevoy Tlerdd rmrot

\
aratia eotort Hisl [Is ededgoxa AT .eveRw suolusv nl medd bedelnug

aid roqu ¢




keeping of the statutes of God than upon the results of fighting or success
Mt vt wvin
of armies. We canﬂfee in’ the 1ight of history how our armies havellﬁXFHEoL_
the way and have had a great part in gconserving our pressnt uivilizationj
as in our Revolutionary War which established American independence; as in
the war of 1812 which overthrew a particular form of tyranny; as in the
war with Mexlgco which resulted in getting us our domain from ocesn to ocean;
as in the Civil War through which we have passed, in giving us a nation
fres from slavery and a constitution which established our state rights
with proper state limitatlons upon a firmer foundstion; and as in the war
with Spain which has removed a fearful nuisance at our doors, gilving Cuba

L

independance and prosperity, anE brought Porto Rico and the Philippines
under the American flag. ::5\

is was not dona with a view to the exten-

"I'HH-L&.
tion of the Christian religlon, Prohabl 1a had the ae Tresults
g il &i’ o ey sy et
distinctively in mind, vet these are wes G

AN t
I was once passing through an immense forest on the Pacific Coast

and there came on a rrific storm. In the midst of the siorm the trees
were bending and breaking. It was near night and I had but one man ,and
he was & soldier, with me., Large trees fell across owr Fﬁzfray. The
l1ightning played upon the forest for miles around, teé?i;g}fhe t;ﬂﬁﬂ to
pleces and setting fires. W ith every flash the forest was light as day
snd then came darkness so dense that we could scarcely pieck our way. A
succession of such storm;iﬁaﬁtrnved that forest and we have evidence thﬂquth
storms have destroved many forests which have prevared the way for the
wents of civildzation,so that today where the foresis were,there are broad
lands ready for farms, gardens, thriving villages and prosperous citiles,

I look upon war with all its desolation as I 1look upon the storm or the
forest fire which for the time beiﬁg aeemsto be inimical to the bhest of

human interests.
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After our Civil War by the request of ir. Lincoln I was put in
g
charge of the freedmen and refugees, They were in great wewt and our peo-
ple strove to relieve their immediate wants, but the convietion was strong
upon all thoughtful men that there was something in the line of relief —
better than to supnly ilmmediate physical wants., I aaidﬁtn our Secretary
of wer, "Educatlon 1ls the tfue relief to the freedmen and refugees and
their children®, There waﬂhgraat opposition to the exercises by our gene-
ral government of such benevolent functions., But weewe were examisair
though not on so large a scale as they ought to have been,
_f, Mi--'\r'

+iger the Spanish War I have noticed that t.here was but little
objection made to the exeruissx of benevolent functions Whe government
of the Philippines

he il d_ M At
sen‘bﬁte that frontler of ours II.eu'ui the teachers weve—ewen multiplied

On the contrary large narties of teachers have been

five to one from the islands themselves as soon as the islanders were capa-
ble of teaching. The war, doubtless, was not prosecuted from the begin-
ng to the end of it with distinetively benevolent purposes. It could
‘%\w;
not :_but Jjust &&s 800N as peace was secured, weew was the opportunity
for the secondary warfare to which I have referred, More and more 1s the

Government of the United States fostering education ard the states are es-

tablishing universities and carrying forward the instruction of the vouth
of the land. Surely this is a part of the warfare, Here we have the nick-

ets and the skimiaharu on the front and flank carrving knowledge and light
to every Lr of our vast domain, Will it not be followed by the whole |

arny; that army of men which believes in and will carry out the ldea more
and more of putting on the whole armour of salvation? :

Easter is a grand occasion throughout the Ghristian_world. I‘t
emblemizZes the best and the highest leadership. It shows the Lk?ﬁwhn right-
fully commands and rightfully leads the Hostsof earth and hﬂ!ﬂvé:\'l.
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One of our chaplains, George Duffield, caught the laat words of
& wounded minister; words which the minister whispered just as he breathed
his last to his aged rathar’&:pstan%)u fo iff&ii:»cbw{\u/w
I will close with |\ hvmn whEch best expresses to my mind the
Church Mflitant ;- h
Stand upl!-stand up for Jesus!
Ye soldiers of the cross;

Lift high his royal banner,

It must not suffer lost:
| From victory unto victoxy
His army shall He ledd, y
T e Wl
2
Stand up!—atand;yy for Jesus!
.Th&j call obey;
;. AL
Forth to the mighty conflict,
In this his glorious day:
"Ye that are men, now serve Hin,"
Againat umunbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger,
And strength to strength oppose,
3
Stand up!-stand up for Jesus!
Stand in hls strength alone;
The arm of flesh will fail you-

Ye dare not trust your own:

Put on the gospel armor,
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And, watching unto prayer,
W here duty calls, or dﬁngar,
Be never wanting there,
4
5tand up!-stand up for Jesus!
The strife will not be long;
This day,the noise of battle,
The next, the victor's song;
To Him that overcometh,
A crown of life shall be;
He with the King of Glory
Shall reign eternally!

0ur Young Men's Christian Associlations, Epworth'Lsaguas and
Christian Endeavor Socletles are covering the world with their efforts to
do the most possible to bring the vouth of all nations to the knowledge o T
Christ and to the practice of His precepts. lest there should be some
neglected corner the Press of the land scatters 1ts papers, its booklets

JiaT
and 1ts leaflets, Bﬂb}ikﬂ the leaves of the Tree of Life the mrinted pages

go forth by the million for the healing of the nation@.

And today we have the faithful Salvation Army in one form or
another, full of self sacrifice, sounding the call of our Master, so that
every ear shall hear and every soul be without excus@ if he does not join
in the battle for the right, And these with all missionaries greatly

rejoice at the dawn of every Easter morning.
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