





A prominent gentleman who was educated at the Military
Academy met me the other day in the suburbs of New York. We
naturally had abundant reminiscences in common. He had left
the army and had had a most successful public 1life. The detail
of a series of achievements filled me with interest and a sort

of inspiration.

We boarded the train, he. and I, and wers conversing . I
was a little disposed to set before him some of my objects in life,
some things that I counted as successful which I had dreamed were to
enter into the structure, if I mgy call it so, of my own life-wnrk,mf
attempted in the period of three score years and ten, when to my sur-
prise, he: turned to me and said: ®Beneral Howard, I wish you would
give an account of some of the mistakes in your career, which you

friend
yourself recognize as mistakes My, Xxxxthen illustrated his- request

by referring to the accounts recently published “,\?f
Napoleon Bonaparte. * How refreshing is th ank acknowledgement

on his part of his errors of judgment, fhe! '&*emrkad, and then cited
instances of the acknowledged weaknesses of other men who had had in
the main a fairly successful career.

It was this latter remark of  hiss which determined me

- SN




HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST,
GOVERNOR'S ISLAND, NEW YORK.




to make an attempt at such a record, though I can see at nncﬁﬁgﬂg gk

evident egotism of such an effort on my part, because it is by GDﬂtPﬂﬂtﬁt
that a life is portrayed. King David's great sins would have condemn-
ed him to ignominy by the faithful clearness of Divine record, had he

not accomplished so much for the benefit of his people and been set

down in Divine judgment as a man after God's own heart.

My friend: used one further argument in favor of my giving for
publication a chapter of mistakes, to wit: "Such a production faith-
fully given is always a benefit to our young men and uniformally read
with intense interest.” ‘;f Thi ﬂlw aﬂcDam.a,

On the ground then of honest record, as tablets of warning

with no little hesitation
for the benefit qf my fﬁlluwan I have set down the following:

At North Yarmouth Classical Academy, about twelve miles
north of Portland, Maine, I closed my preparatory studies for Bowdoin
College. A fellow student in the class before me whose name was
Spencer Wells accomplished his course in one-half the ordinary time
set forth in the curriculum, He did it by dieting and using a
standing desk. He selda;nigh Eﬁu%?donr exercise but devoted himself
to his studies incessantly, hardly taking the proper time for sleep.
During part of the winter months he taught a district shhool and earn-
ed money enough to support himself and a younger brother; but during
the school months he never intermitted the assiduity of his application.
To the students at Yarmouth Spencey,though never popular, was a marvel
and his example was praised by his instructors and used to excite
among us a spirit of emmulation. Not having much of this worlds
goods and knowing t a:f must help my parents sumehnﬁin the defraying

of the expence of my education I too undertoock to shorten my term of
3/
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preparation and to a degree imitated him who though a year in advance

had become a friend tﬁat I greatly admired. At times I would give my-
self but four or five hours of sleep. I scarcely ever played round-

ball which in those days was the favorate exercise of the students and I
never went to a gymnazium or bowling alley as several of my class

mates were wont o do, classmates who were older and had had grweaggFihiﬁzj

advanyages before entering the academy, I did succeed in passing )1

the entrance examination at the college with a few conditions, such as

the scanning of Latin and Greek poetry and other desigmated portions
L U"-“‘H T(J.s._@,pﬂj_j_‘,/-
of both the Latin and the Greek grammer. ' .I was fifteen years old at
¢ Yy were
the time of my matriculation, What then,one may ask,xxx the mistakes.

First, my extraordinary efforts caused what is known as "eramming®.

I was not the master and never became so of the studies through which

I had hurried. In fact all through my college course I was conscious
of weakness in the classics that ought not to have existed. Again
though my health was not seriouslyimpaired, being a tough lad, yet

the reaction from overwork came on and se there was a lack of thorough-
ness in all my studies during the first year of my college course,
except perhaps in mathematica for which I had at all times a natural
likeing.  The summation of the consequences of overwork and under
exercisefin outdoor sports while at the academy were a want of thorough-
ness and completeness and high standing in the college. I graduated
with my class aiding my parents by winter school teaching, staying out
parts of each term and during one entire ::::i;n. This course also
was a mistake. I lost lectures in astrendmy and in natural phylosophy
and chemistry,which my companions enjoyed and mastered . I have
always regarded this loss of knowledge a great detriment to my subse-
quent life, Fortunately for me, the deficiencies were in a measure

remedied at the Military Academy . yet I could not help feeling that
341
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many of my mates at West Point were by their thoroughness of previous
school attainments,far better prepared to compete for the highgg;r“
positionsthan I. I should say then to the young man who is atriving

for an edueafion and must look more or less to gself support, first

be sure to take sufficient time for thoroughness of preparation; second,

manage in some way to give yourself a full term in pach session of

your school or college. Spencer Wells suffered more from the sxzcess
of his zeal and his mistaken ambitiop than I did,for he had not been
SoQoLe

long graduated before his healthbroke down altog$her and sd=d=ss he

became hopelessly insame,

Jﬁ,. The Military Acadw

At the end of the first year at the June examination, I

came nutfififha head of my class(in genaral ‘standing; but soon I was

e ———

cﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬂus of losing ground relatively with G. W. Custis Lee, Henry L.
Abbott and Thomas H. Ruaﬁfrﬂfhgayﬁzégilére now familiar to the Nation.
It was in Fnglish studies that I began to weaken. We recited in them
very soon after the noon-day meal. Sometimes I could scarcely keep
awake or put my mind upon the work in hand when called to the floor

to be questioned or sent to the blackboard for statement and elabora-
tion. My mind appeared dull and when not under the instructor's fire
I was inclined to sleep. These conditions affected me more than any
of my class-mates with whom I was competing. The reasons I did not
then know nor even suspect; the truth however came to me at a later
day. I had impaired my digestion beforelﬁgég% to the Military Acad-
emy and the noon-day meal required for me a par1ud of rest and quiet,
than could be had before the early hour of afternnon recitation.

My remedy wemld have been in never taking at that tims more than just
~ enough food for lunch to prevent faintness and headache. The student

YA
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e
e
of to-day is probably not very liable to nghqutakas)ﬁhg parents as a
rule and teachers have constantly before them better rules of hygiene
than we had at the Military Academy forty years ago.

Again, athletic exercises have been introduced so that
the cadet is more thoroughly hardened and strengthened in body than we
could be. The remedy,however, to any young man who suffers as I did
will be found in immediately consulting the hospital surgeon or the
fanily physician with regard to a student's proper diet ad other
habits of daily life. ~4£ ) &(,41‘3&%1*_

Just before my furlough year,in 1852, I had a desperate
quarrel with Cadet Levi Brown. I became very angry with him for some
bitter things which he sd d to me in the presence of our comrades. 1

LYYE (18 COrell
threJ{EH}EffJSf bread, which was not very EﬂftaggtnEha mess table in

i

former timas{k;t Br;;;:;ﬁggégl He became furious of course and return-
ed the compliment by hurling a tumbler which struck me on the forehead,

severed an artery and drenched me with blood. In my blindness I
caught a tumbler ani delivered another shot, but FENEXIXKXEIXERAXEXFKIX
luckily missed my mark. One of my class-mates who was present and
near at hand was so agitated by the fight and so overcome by the sight
of flowing blood that he fainted away and rolled on the floor. The
mess hall authorities were quickly on hand and had Brown and myself
properly arrested and sent off - Brown to confinement in his room and
Howard to the hospital to have his wounds dressed. We were both
tried by court martial and severely punished. The penalties were a
period of confinement for each and the walking back and forth in the
area of barracks every Saturday afternoon till the allotted findings
of the court were fulfilled.

I cared little for the punishment - I deserved it richly

S
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enough for thus infracting the laws of the mess-hall and the Military
Acadeny; but for weeks I underwent a singular heart- torturefor fear
come to the second
that I should lose my furlough. Having hﬁlﬁﬂf!' yearjrat the Academy
the cadet looks forward to the two months' furlough with intense long-
ing. The home attractions are probably better appreciated from the
long period of his privation at that time of his life than ever in sub-
to my mind and
sequent years. Certainly it was a great relief, - & joy &¢ my heart
when at last I became relieved of that apprehension f”‘“a:;Ehe authori-
ties stopped my walking at the furlough line.
N What, pray, was the mistake ? ”some friends would ask.
My mistake was in indulging in anger. I could have controlled myself
and should have done sc. I could have met the insult offered me by
my fellow cadet in another manner, in fact, in such a manner as would
have won his heart and made him a life-friend. Brown's whole subse-

quent life was marred by that episode. I wish it were otherwise.

-ﬁ?_ After Graduating. 0@ Mﬁfﬂ-&’;”

et

In 1857 during the spring mnnths I was stationed at Tampa,
Florida and though having always practiced temperance principles I
yielded to the influences about me and to what we may call the habits
of service of those days and kept at my quarters wines.and other strong-
er liquors for the entertainment of brother officers and friends who
came to visit me. This was no part of table entertainment as the
officers who were at old Fort Brook who were without their families
boarded at the only Glf? %%;fgﬂgﬁgn existing, which we called Duke's
Hotel.”. One day an officer, still a young man, but older than myself

came in with one or two others to pay me a visit. At first he was
inclined to abstain from the refreshment I offered him, including the

7

-1 8



o 2L { e b S0 S iR S Y T

The National Cash Register Company,
Dayton, Ohio.

Probable Purchaser Department:
Please mail the following advertising matter, charging the postage to my account:

B e . e . e —rr— = — ! - =3 - o= = : i
NAME. I Street Address. | City. | Business. | C|r.NL:tttr Systam N Grat’:lsuﬁ.dv,
' |
|
|
| i
| !
|
|
1
I |
|
|
|
|
i
| |
| |
I
' |
| | I
| |
| |
| 1|
ey [ dd | | R
B Sales Agent.




glass of liquor; but upon my urging him he took a drink. He went
away from my quarters to go elsewhere where drink was to be found and
did not cease to indulge in liquor of different kinds till he was in a
dreadful state of intoxication. The young man continued his senseless
spree till delirium set in. His was the first case of delirium tremens
L :
thatJﬂ\aqpr\haﬁjﬁétnessad. Some of us got him home where his distre-
ssed wife and nyself took care of him till the awful insanity from drink
Cosfegei
Wwas over. It was not long after this before I became thhrfg%iary-
NN ond united with the church in that vicinity. The course that I
had pursued with the officer nama%&?ffectad me deeply. It soon
appeared that he\was on a pledge against all alcoholic beverages on
account of his havind had a onfirmed habit of drinking, at the
. ‘Hb' ; . & "
_time when MM@WN it was nmy urging that had over-
come his resolution and caused him to break his pledge. Some fruit

of this incident has been good. It caused me not only.to refrain from
alcohol altogether as the rule of my life but it purifiéd our o
from the presence and influenqunf strong drink. My wife was only too
glad t6 sgree with me with regard to this thing, and as we have brought
up a large family we shall never regret the course at that time entered
upon and never intermitted in our own huu:ahnidJILﬂﬂ»tJL-# :

Themistake in is inatanée igs plain snough. It broke

down a soul,and brought misery to a ﬁnusghu%gjand who shall be able

\short @I.eternity‘tn follow up the consequences of the evil ?

My standard of success=ful achievement about this

ti¥ﬁain 1857 was changed not only in morals and spiritual life but

|
in mx profession which I was following and in another which was at that

time perspective. My old standard had 2gﬁgigsmewhat dim to my sight

or insight, but was rather to seek a repufa 10?’ in the main with mopg or

336
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less ambition for prominence. The new standard consisted in an

intense desire to please God, whose loving kindness and fatherly

care was made plain to me in the person of his 8on, our Fxemplar and
o -

leader. Whenever in subsequent life Ihlost sight of this rew

standard, as I did at odd times, I made a mistake; but by the help

of an ever present %plr:t and a conscience, the true standard as I

ragard thsgna bac% to my vision. Bearing this sentiment in m;ndﬂﬂg}_

will see how first mistake after taking command of a regiment
iy my W%mdﬁfl“_ﬁ;ﬁ °g
A A man half intoxicated became unruly and

of volunteers affected me.
exasperating in my presence. I tried to restrain him and cause him
to obey my instructions, but he defied me and I became angry and
struck him with my sword, but providentially the man was not much

hurt and rrﬂ%m:ril consequences came _E‘.r;m’}gan the essence of
distrust whic%ﬂyarmaated the soldiers whom I loved and bore in my
heart. The reaction was, however, such a shock that no such instance
occurred again during my long war experience.

In a military point of view, there are some things that
are qg%t&z;r_'st ngnar errors, but rather the essential weaknesses
of agnostice! For example, the instant a man commands a brigade he
must have a staff of such intelligence as to replace himself in
inspections,in discipline, and in drill, and especially in simulative
operations. I had excellent yo men around me - young men who
proved brave and efficient, ull Run and in subsequant actions
as far as the Rappahannock and on the Peninsula, but nagﬁhar of them
had sufficient preliminary instruction for the best performance of
staff duty. Again, a general officer cannot begin too early to
study and practiee the habit of keeping himself thoroughly informed

of his adversary!s intentions and movements. Sheridan discovered

$3L
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this necessity earlier than I did. He hired special scouts and
paid them out of his own pocket, even when he was only a division
commander. I will say that my own methods of probing for informa-
] i . it d delicat
tion were never completely satisfactory to myself t is a delicate

LA =
and difficult work, and had better be given exclusively to aﬁgtaff

officer ,most carefully chosen. -WL\,&L;,@’__;

-

At Antietam I commanded in the outset of the battle a
brigade, and went into action in Sumer's Corps under General John
Sedgwick as the division commander. On the field, in thick woods,
and under the sharpest sort of fire, Se ck was wounded and r ed.

Tl | j r. wid dSWi B’tij'
I renmained in command. There was a gap between our dn:smnﬁand
Richardson's into which the Confederates penetrated and caused us to
retreat. On serious reflection I am inclined to think that I erred
: . ot ower- : ﬂ“
in not sandzrgﬁnw ablest officer to - left flank to mansge as I
would have done if present, that is to say, to make the necessary
changesof front to meet and withstand the new opposition. This I
did not do, but trusted to the brigade and regimental commanders

—é'- the g SliaTiona
concerned. General Summer, the{Corps CommandeY , came up to our
rear and was understood by our officers to d 1n rather an ex-
He wanled-. only a CRors m-
cited manner an instantaneous ratraat,. A° he sant his ordexrSthrough w e

‘qulatly‘ all confusion might even then have been avoided. The result
of my error and Sumner's haste and iur_pat.ianca made our retirement
from the ground we had won hazardous enough and disappointing. No
great harm resulted, for we were re-organized at the edge of the next
grove within plain sight. of the position we had lost, and our artil-

lery supported ‘g%r] infantry caused the Confederates to stop and turn
back so that ofy T{m was not badly broken.

r
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At Fredericksburgh I was still commanding a division under
Darius N. Couch as Corps Commander. The preliminary work of my
division in taking the town and cle&ringthe whole right front for
subsequent operation was satisfactory. Had the 7th Michigan of our
division offered itself a few hours earlier to speed over the Rappa-
hannock in the batteaux and root out the Confederate skirmishers from
the opposite bank, as they finally did Wg, it would have saved many
lives. Mo error is alleged, but simply there was a lack of experi-
ence.

Later in the war such prompt and intelligent action became
a matter of course.

After the bloody battle of the second day had strewed the
ground where French ,‘E'ncmk and Howard had undertaken to advance

e soldiers of
against the Mg__r)a Heighta,ﬁnw division held a line along a ridge
in rear of this ground with the old cma{ig?ﬁlind them, I had gone
to the steeple of a church with General cgligh to take observation
by the use of strong field glasses and a telescope. While looking
toward the front I saw a portion of ny right giving back. Instantly
Qlar@ o~ QAL 4L 4a

.1 descended to the street and with my staff gallopped as rapidly as
possible to the front.Before my arrival, however, the line had been
restored and was all right.

General Couch afterward chided me for my action. He said
that by such haste , rushing through the street with a mounted staff,
I was liable to create a panic. 1y mistake was in not sending a
single staff officer whose swift.nesst:nrnnt oftarj\(nustakanjtn carry
my instruetions. This of course was a good lesson ever after

carefully heeded.

25¢.
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Chancellorsville was the e xt battle. In location &nd

disposition of the 11th Corps I obeyed specific instructions. My
omissions in that action, after the scrutiny of years, 1 should say
came from two causes. One was that I had not been with the Corps
long enough to thoroughly apprehend the character and ability of each
division and brigade commander. The result was that T allowed the
wrong brigade to hold the right flank in the forest. The other
reason camé from insufficiency of information. Had ny cavalry or
any cavalry , for I had nothing but a small escort, discovered , as
General Fitzhugh lee did, that round hill in the thick woods to which
he took Jackson a half mile further toward the Rapidan than he had
intended to go, and from which they obtained glimpses of our extreme
rlght and later commenced their furious onset, I should surely have
ordered General Devens, the divlsmn Gommander, to havelﬂ:at: d:a;d
fortified that knoll. I did have Barlow's division so intrenched
as to cover the approaches from the west ,%t. was not my fault
that he was taken from me and sent to re-inforce another corps by
his large brigade just before the engagement began. There was
still another fault of omission ,‘ When the dgy before my Corps
left its position and marched under Hooker's orders a mile or more
to the front none of us took pains to prevent the escape from our
lines of the non-combatants residing at asnd near Dowdall's Tavern.

It is said that one or more of those inhabitants went to General Lee

and gave him data:tled information, of o sityation. Tmpressed by
«wrg 80 circumstance
that experience, I caus% llansfi;n be guarded and often when

found on horaa—back to fall into otr moving colums and remain with

us till any information they might have could not do us harm.
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The first day at Gettysburgh on account of General
Reynolds' death so early in the morning just as he was putting his
first division into battle devolved the command an entire wing of
the Army of the Potomac suddenly upon me. Many criticisms have
been made and published against my management of that day, but they
have come directly and indirectly from rival claimants to military
credit . A conscientious review of that and the subsequent days
of the great battle brings to me only one source of regret. H;:-w
far T am personally responsible I will leave my readers to judge.
This is the statement: Late in the afternoon of July lst seeing
the absolute ﬁeagﬁ?jty of retiring my force to Cemetery Ridge, if I
would hold %%, I ordered Bemuford with his cavalry and Schurz with
the 11th Corps, except Steinwehr's Division. already with me at the
Cemetery, and Doubleday with the entire 1st Corps to retreat and
form line as follows : The 1lth Corps on the right, the lst Corps
next and the Cavalry to extend the line as far as possible southward.
I sent a staff officer to each of these organizations with the or-
darg,and the orders were executed. Had the 1lst Corps gone oblique-
ly to the Ridge without passing through the city, the clogging and
confusion in the town would have been prevented. My staff officer
sent to Doubleday should have sacuréd this action. Had I been
petsonally with that Em der I shuuldﬂhave one that very plain

N
and essential thing. My omission was to charge the staff.officer

pro forma to so execute the moyement.
A . Gordons 5y Mazssashusdls.
After @ettysburgh one division - the one which I
regarded as the largest and best - was removed from my corps and

sent to South Carolina below Charleston to be comparatively idle

till the close of the war. As near as I can ascertain this

LY
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s

result was brought about by the influence of General George H.
Gordon, Knowing of him, that he had a distinguished career in Mexico,
was a West Point graduate and had come to the front as Colonel of
the Becond Massachusetts Volunteers and also that he had been pro-
moted to a Major Generalship for ability and efficiency, I corre-
sponded with him and with the War Department, and finally secured
him to command my first division. He appeared cheerful and friend-
ly, but was not pleased with the Corps and did not cease from his
arrival to do all in his power to become detached. The mistake

I made was that I had not more thoroughly investigated the peculiar-
ities of General Gordon before I solicited his coming and co-opera-
tion. The result to me was a diminished Corps and caused my
being sent to IS Conl T bl B ihe Cubdnian doon ) oall

of General Rosecrans after the battle of Chickamauga. By this,
however, I gained in operations and in promu}lnn Vary satﬁﬁiﬁbsaquent
to the b\*tles abowt Chattanooga under "“fr!;;\].ﬁta in 1863

S Ceenr|

Shoar i Howig™ -
I began w With the 4t Corps the ensuing April, 1864.
From the time of my rapnrt.lrgnico George H. Thomas ,Rosecrans success-
Ul 11~ A )y
or, my cumnanda had been engaged in very active op&rut-mna Wl"%lfﬂ]‘l
e |
included eight blnody battles when General Sherman aemt. me with two
g (Gerryre) Wt
divisions from New Hope Ghurchhthrnugh the forests to his extreme
left flank - a distance of five or six miles. I had T. J. Wood's
division of my Corps ( the 4th) and R. W. Johnson's of the 14th
Corps. Owing to the rough ground and underbrush the march was a
difficult and tiresome one. From observation and reports!
I judged that we had already passed the end of the Confederate line

which was very rearly parallel to my march. I had Wood's division
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R.AM.
to make the attack and Johnson's placed in  echelon ﬁ—m« to the
the }‘gft to guard his flank and to support the attacking force.
-’6& e was met by so heavy opposition from behind strong in-
trenchments that Wood's Division was repulsed and Johnson's did not
advance. t.}ur losses were very heavy. By fnrtifyirfi#,ﬂking my
men all night, I succeeded in preventing a counter attack fxdm my
advarsary and caused what ;Csejnaral Sherman desired - an immediate
withdrawal of his whole force from Sherman's front. Subsequent
testimony showed that if R. W. Johnson's division had been pressed
forward at the time of the attdck he would have found little, if
any, oppusitinnjat the most nothing but cavalry to oppose his artil-
lery and irfantry. I do not blame myself in this review but I
think the same as I did concerning Doubleday's retreat, that I
should have had my ablest staff-offlc%th Johnson, the Division
Commander ,to order him in my name to do as Grant said to Sheridan,
*Push, push forward."
Supporting divisions require the most enterprising command-
ers to cause them to bring up heip sufficiently prompt to save a
wavering attack. ‘?.}P A[{é_ﬂm_\&m @} bjmw
After McPherson's death I succeeded to his comm:nd, the
27th of July, 1864, and fought my first battle , commanding three
Corps, the 15th 16th and 17th, on the 28th of July at Fzra Chapel.
This battlefield is a few miles southwest of Atlanta,. I have no
ecriticism in my memory against General Howard for that eventful day,
the 28th of july, except this, that I did not follow up promptly
and so reap greater fruits of a victory. My excuse is that

Sherman had promised that Morgan's divi sion , already south of me,

"-'u, ‘-ij
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would come in to re-enforce our weary fighters. Morgan was de-
layed by the enterprise of the Confederate cavalry and did not make
his appearance. I should have taken a sufficient force from Dodge
and Blair , who were but little engaged, and formed a heavy column
and preseed it straight forward beyond my right flank. I might
then have swept the field and possibly have entered with the Con-
federates the Atlanta gates and captured some important strongholds.
The lesson is : in a battle depend as far as possible on your own
resources. l'.;‘('a"“‘l"ha apg;égféa ‘and attla o}}{;onasburo ki.lreat:u:'g;.ui.,.
the 30th of August, 1864, gave me great satisfaction as an army
commander. I advanced six miles on my own motion , captured a
bridge, crossed a river and took the heights close to yonesboro,

and early the next mﬂrr:‘irl;g'rfpellad the attack of General Hardee
who commanded upon that }:9‘:}:;" field, about half of Hood's forces.

We repelled Hardee's attack in the early morning and then I entrench-
ed and waited for the Army of the Cumberland to re-enforce my left.
It was done duwring the: day so that the entire battle resulted favor-
ably to our arms. I make the same criticism upon myself at Jones-
boro. I need not have depended on the outside re-enforcement

but after Hardee had been driven back I might have followed up our

o breeat

wnr;l’:{h speaking 1n military parlancaAtn obtain a substantial and

glorious viectory, and thus have prevented what occurred,namely, a

subsequent Jumt P,'Eon of Ezn fﬁtiarate forces, #“*3 c r> M

;A In subsequant operat.mns till tha taking of @ I
do not accuse myself of any military error of importance. One thing
however, I omitted to do for which T have felt a regret. I went to
General Sherman when our armies, Slocum's and mine, were occupying

the country between the Savannah and the Ogeechee rivers and near

A Sk
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the city and said to him, General, Kllpdtrick's cavalry cannot take

Ft. Mcﬂillstaﬁig;fé%éﬁ;zgif'bank of the Ogeechee, near the sea.

Let me send a division. I named Hazen's division and sent it to

assist Captain Reeses, my chief anineer who had w1th him alrgﬁﬂaﬂjﬁ\\

our engineer battalion and pioneers. The brnken br1dga was re-

paired in three days, and Hazen's division went on under my positive

orders to-.capture the fort. It was done , and well done.

All this was meisly ancnmplishe@ﬂfithnut amy wri tten instructions.

My omission here was to have gotten Sherman's approval in writing

and to have put my orders to Hazen in definite form. Had this been

done the credit of the capture dythat fort would not have left me

out of published accounts any more than it did General Terry in

the capture of Ft. Fisher. The facts of course can be brought

out and proven by collateral evidence, but it is always better to

make the record complete(at sﬁéﬁ_EG:E;@ortaﬁt'éﬁoéhTéﬁigiétgﬁgﬁl

I woudd, however, not dfggnish an iota of the praise du%f%nd received

by General Hazen. ﬂ Lo Pi},,)w Mmﬁmwﬁ Sl se.
We'.erossed to Beauford , thence to the main land, fought

through the swamps of South Carolina up to Columbia. I could not

have prevented the burning of Columbia and did give no instructions

to do harm to that city after our arrival within its limits.

There is, however, one omission. The traders and negroes, with a

view to condliate our soldiers, ran along the lines of the leadihg

brigade as soon as it had stacked arms in the main street, carrying

buckets of liquor. This, taken by the men on empty stomach$ made

many of them wild and hilarious. Sherman and myself, riding in

a little later than the men, were received with extraordinary en-

thusiasm. The wind was blowing a hurricane. Sherman regarded
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the demonstration as nothine more than the occasion would warrant;
but I discovered from closer observation the real state of t.hirgj,
andﬁﬁad the attention of a prominent commissioned officer to it.
Tha‘:. we went on to secure our quarters and places of rest. My
omission was to send a staff off:il.gcer imnediatfzﬂ to have that brig-
ade replaced by another. I did&gubsaquantly_‘ EBN General C
R. Wood's entire division, but it was too late to prevent %13 lnas ni;w
many men, stupefied by drink, Here is the instance where on
my part an ounce of prevention would hav;a been several pounds of
cura.j\ﬁ)__ﬁuh%.m A 7y I L0 RPN SO

As soon as the battle of Bentonville in which Slocum and
myself both bore a part was finished by the retreat of the Confeder-
ates we pushed on under our instructions first to Goldsboro and
thence to Raleigh. About the time of Johnston's surrender, think-
ing the country clear of all hostile forces, I rode out one morning
accompanied by a small escort. The escort had passed a clump of
trees to the right of the road, and as my staff , « my orderlies and
myself came out of a thinish woodland into the small open space
near the clump of trees several shots were fired at us from the
thicket. I believe none of us were injured but my horse became
frantie, whirled about and ran with me. I thought at first I could
slacken his gate gradually, but found that the bit made no impression.
This conduct for which my comrades would doubtless wﬂspm- i

sible, was mortifying in the extreme; but those with me vﬁgre not 1
unwilling to follow my axample and so gave me chase.One of urderljeshfa.ﬁ
keeping nearest to the runaway. At last a tree by the side of the

road was close enough for cenvenience = that I jerked my horse's

head and neck against it, blinding him sufficiently to break up his
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4 pace. The orderly and nmyself succeeded in turning him about

and we rode on to meet thﬁ}g ort which, not seeing me near, had
turned back. Whether the party that had fired upon us was simply

a few guerrillas or more probably the cavalry outpost of the eneny

I never ascertained. The mistake at this time for a general offi-
cer of my rank to make was two=fold : 1st,.I should not have ven-

oo

tured so far beyond my,command beyond our lines with a comparatively
T Ak

small escort. Mhshgﬁ?amadvery near capturing me under similar

conditions the year before, when I was passi  Afrum one corps to

anathar(@fiﬁbut adequate force; 2nd, I should not have allowed

my escort to get far enough ahead of me for such an ambush to have
been set O Sprumge. —‘ﬁ Al T s %La-rdbplﬁ”wl&aj
From Raleigh to Richmond the corps marched at the rate of
twenty-five miles per day. The officers in command of the corps,
divisions, brigades and even regiments were ambitious to make these
long marches and I allowed that speed of movement. Our men were
so strong from their previous experience through Georgia and the
Carolinas that no straggling appeared, yet there was considerable
complaint from the footmen that they were put to such extreme labor

without apparent necessity therefor. I agree with the complain-
ants and think thatfhcwaf&r desirous our officers were tc make tKe %:
marches, and however solicitous all were for a breath of home-life =l

I should not have allowed the long marches.

There was ample time before all matters touching the war
could possibly be settled and the men be mustered out of service.
Shorter marches would have left no soreness of feet or ill feeling.

. The lesson is that the commander. of an army shouldibear in mind at
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all times the best interest of his men, and not allow any influences
to cause him to depart frc_rr%tha'& cwr“mu 4 sy

The subsequent nine years of my life were given to the work
of a Commissioner of the War Department. My Bureau was that of
Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands. It was an unpopular work
thoug;h;;ﬁsmﬁmm in relieving the shock in passing from
a state of slavery to a condition of freedom. It was like a buffer
between a large ship and a solid dock which is a relief against
the breakage of the ship and injury to the 60(1%’?2 The buffer, how-
ever, has to be bruised. One of those nine :,raars}) under General

Grant's 1natruct1cms i, employmaitis & peace delagate to sattlﬂ IE_

q‘-—l.n.t’ ‘mea
aif 1
dian di t! lt.les To claim that W&ﬁﬁﬁ%‘% éyhare

criticisms were nmlt.ltudlnnus and of the saverast kind would be
boasting; but I may say that in the retrospect I do not treasure

any severe condemnation Qf my own action. At one time I received

a small amount of mniﬁr%?mme&d a hundred dollars - for a
public serviee which I had rendered, to which I thought I was Emﬁt.lefij
but after a little time my mind and conscience were troubled about

it so that I consulted a judicious friend. He used words like the
scripture: "It is better, General, to avoid the appearance of evild
I instantly gave the money to a public functionary and took his
receipt.

In another case, I had a similar experience where, on
consultation, with this friend and others my action was thoroughly
justified; still, accusations and public charges were made against

&m-&ﬂ—mxjt-ﬂ-rﬂ
me and I wai&wnrrled even to persecution by designing men. The
lasaunbﬁmmmimmhmﬂmmmxamhadiad in




189—

The National Cash Register Company,
Dayton, Ohio.

Probable Purchaser Department: -
Please mail the following advertising matter, charging the postage to my account:

e R e I. e - - 3 : BT - : g =3 .
NAME. ' Street Address. ! City. | Business, Cir.NI:;tur System No. Gmﬂ:"’d" ,
e e — - : R Sk B L egEL ] b | Lo e Sl e T
! : .'
| 5 . |
|
. i
|
|
|
|
{
I
! ! .
| | : :
| ! - i
1
i |
|
|
i
? _! |
| | |
| I
| |
‘ |
1
|
|
|

Sales Agent.



L

these two instances, is beautifully condensed and rendered int he
falluw1nqk. appy is the man that condemmeth not himself in that
thing which he alloweth."

It will be noticed that I spoke above of the military mistakes
from a militaty point o f viaf’ nevatkpn imply that success in cam-
pagn or battle was necessary to a clear conscience or in some cases
likely to reciGVﬁAPivina approval. On the contrary a mortifying

: S
defeat is often a great gooed to the individual and [i¢ a nation.
Abraham Lincoln very cogently emunciatéd the governing principle
of my own life, in substance: to do the right as God gives the
Tha
power to discarqé?ﬁght. But clearly recognizing the many instances
in which by hasty action, by duty ommitted,by untimely self indulgenqg,
by the delelerious influence of books strongly written or by able
discourses wrongly biased or other unforeseen potencies of enviro-
on reflecticn
ment, I have been led into wrong or doubtful ways I have endeavored,
to be faithful with myself and to turn to the willing ear and tender
r E E:‘
compassion of a great Saviour and bgdgﬁggﬁrTﬁﬁ help once more upon
su
the right road . The lesson is in every,! mistake: Repent and

restora and return to Him who will receive and cleansgand blasfj Pﬁi_

Oder nwony (e, 18 v first ] U e, R

|
6300 words Major General 1. 8. Army Retired

Burlington, Vt., September 30th,1898.

R L

_Gz -—
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