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Seveln years before the writcr of this sketeh was born George S.
Greclic graduaped from the Mllitary Aceademy at West Point, N.Y. He had
4
com:leted the full term of four years so thet his military history real-
1y cormenced but five years after the close of our sccond war with Eng-
land.
He was bporn in Apponaug, Rhode Island, HMay 6,1801 and after a life
greatly distinguished and replete with usefulness to his fellow beings
1898
on January 3o he was gathered to his fatherd - like a ripened richly
laden sheafl,cradled by the Great Reaper for the final harvest., His com-
panions, after the funeral services in the Episcopal ¢hurch, foliowed
*the casket with the body from which the spirit had fled from his regi-
dence in lorristown, Hew Jersey to New York and sent the same on to Ap-
ponaug, Rhode Island, two or three miles from East Greenwich, where his
near relatives and friends gave to the remains a proper sepulture,
Though he had graduated second in his class, he went probably from
cholce wlireetly into the Artillery. The vacaneies were so few in 1823

that Greene was obliged, like so many others who have waited at the door

of promotion, to content himself:at first with a brevet 2nd Lieutenancy

in the First Artillery. Yet that one day, July lat, hed not ended be-

.

fore he passed to the next step and became a fulli-fledged Second Lieuten







ant in the Third Artillery.

It was the usual custom to let young men to go out into the army
Tor a few years to gel a separation from cadet-life before bringing them
back as instructors. Grene, however, was a remarkable exception. The
Tollowing Septcmber 1823 found him not only a teacher of methematics
but an assistant professor. Those of us who knew him in after vears
could see the wisdom of a detail like his. He was strong, manly and
dignified, as well as scholarly, abundantly able at 22 years of age to
govern his classecs as well as to teach thenm.

He was chosen for a more practical work the next year in an Amy
Artillery Scheool then held at Fort llonroe, but returned at the end of
it to his assistant professorship of mathematics at West Point which he
eontinued to fill Tor gbout two yvears with such acceptance that the War
Department gave him the honored place of Principal Assistant in Engin-
erring. His tour of four years on detached duty being finished., he
began his chequered army career,-—0ll ordnance duty at different timeg;
then in garrisons, as at Fort Woleett, R. I.,Fort Sullivan,Me., Fort
Independence, lass, His varied duties and his studies, enough to sup-
Ply all his days usefully in the public service, were continuﬁd unre—
mittingly up to September 18355, when he was granted a yvear's leave of
absence.

At the close of this leave Lisutenant Greene(lst Lieut.Third Artil-

lexry since lay 1829 i.c. for seven years) left the Army and took up the
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profession of his choice for which no manfgas better fitted, namely that
of Civil Engineer, TFor twenty-five busy years he planned every sort of

enginecring contrivance, supervised and helped out their constructiocn-as
engineer in charge or consulting engineer. The States where he left his
merk and acguired distinetion were umerous: as iaine, lass., NHew York,

North Carclina, Tennessce, Kentucky and liaryland, to say nothing of xhms
thoge Teached WY pavers which resulted from sbundant consultations.

His engineering works before the Civil War are too abundant even to
hint at in a sketch like this. Another eminent and most able engineer
says of George S. Greene: "He was always most thorough in all his worke,
a fine record of duty well done is it not? The Great Master must say:
"Well done",

The Civil War came in 186l. It Tound our distinguished comrade the
engineer in charge of the Croton Water Works!' extension and of the Cro-—
ton Reservelir of Central Park. Think of it. His plans and executions
are simply gigantie®lo0 acre-storage—-reservoir® extending from 86th to
90th streets, and from Fifth to Eighth avermies of which New York is
proud, helding 1,000,000,000 gallcons of water! Again notice the
strenth of the man who gives that Boyd's-Corner Storage— a Reservoir
where you can find a solid construction,-80 feet granite and conerete of
masonary for a dam sefe and sure up there in Putnam County, to hold back
- pile up in storage and ceaselessly su: ply the unthinking millions with

pure life-giving Croton water!
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Greene did not hurry off; but as th: war was on and promised to be
a long one heshealthful and strong did not let his 81 vears long de-
tein him from the front., The Governor of lNew York was glad to give him
the Coloneley of the 60th New York Volunteers. He took command the 18th
of January 1862. That new regiment was well employed for over three
months in guarding the northern approaches to Washington. I can under-
stand how drill day by day, discipline, camping, watching and skirmish-
ing prcpared his troops for the closger work near at hand. The prepara-—
tion brought its reward, for the colonecl received promotion to the next
grade, becoming April 28th,1862 a Brigadier General of Volunteers and
passed over the Polomae with his brigade and began veritable battling in
the famous Shennandoah Valley.

He is mentioned very scon as a participant in the skirmishes an
action of Winchester, West Virginia; and afterward at different u;aces
where the sirugcle was hardest ineluding the terrific engagement at Ce-
dar Mountain, August 09,1862, The great battle of Antietam, which ended
September 17,1868, found Cen. Greene coimanding a division under a new
organization, lMansfield's Gorpﬁ. Hls division after liansfield's death
was just toc the left of mine holding an important point. In support of
batteries and in a bold advance his regiments Performed well their part.
Ags usguzl the general made himself felt throughout his division and when
compelled at last to retire from the front woods to & sccond line was

the last to meke the retrograde, and did so without his men lesing
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heart. Quite up to October 1862 he hu%i hig division on the defensive
at Harper's Ferry. The dreadful field of Antietam caused an immense
amount of sickness. It was hard to bury the dead and to get rid of the
stench from the larpge mumber of horges which werc killed in the battle.
There was not breeze enough to .carry off the poisonous gaseg and
infected air so thet many of our best officers became ill before or soon
after reaching Harper's Ferry. Gen. Greene had his turn and tcok a
sick leave Tor twenty days. He had returned, however, to bear his part
from November 1,1862 to April "6,1863 in the remarkeble operations of *
the Shennandoah Valley. At iast after the varrying fortunes of his
commender he passed to the Twelfth ATmy Corps, leading a brigade most
acceptably . in the battle of Chancellorsville, repellling assoults and
taking a battle-flag from the enemy,When Gen. Geéary was iaken ill, los-
ing for a time his specech Gen. Greene took the division. He himgelf
writes:"The officers and men of my coimand behaved with great coolness
and gallantry whenever they have Dbeen under fire, and have displayed
great patience and endurance &c®. This is a good description of the ob-

serving general, with patience and unending fortitmde he ever exhibited

coolness in actioch,

He had his best record at Gettysburg. In that battle there wers

]

five remariabl

-

> epochg, that were erisbs never to be forgotten,vig:
of

lst. The meeiing of a larger force by the heady colwmnh of our right

-'11'1 _;;1‘1[,:(:...‘ well, JG]L -.".. IEC’-Y;:D]-':.:.-J:;
g =
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2nd., The taking and holding of Cemetery field;
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8rd. The advance and support of Sickleud 3rd Corps the second day;
4th, The heolding of our right in the last attacks of that day; and
5th, Picket's final abBsEpit the third day.
Gen. Grecne again in command of his brigade aided materially in the 2n
erisiks. At my request the 2nd Division of the 12th Corps with Greenc's
brigade as a part went in the nick of time to our left'in front of the
Taney-tovwn reoad®, just as Gei, Lee wasg balal

weing in his mind the pros.

and cons. for another attack. His comment is of record:"The enemy(i.e.
our &a right wing) had taken a strong position and not knowing the

shkrength of his force, I decided ¢ postpone thExatisek further a:itack
until the next day". OGrecne with his comrades having taken that strong
and ¢éonspicucus front modestly remarks: "BEhérecwere: na:imcidepis: tornoge

onsthissdayt. 7 tBut some of us were glad enough that his men were there,

But G+é&hc 's opportunity came the next day. Early in the morning
he went to the right of Wadsworth whose division held Culp's Hill-Rock
Creek n his front. 200 to 400 yards off; the ground intervening "covere
ed with heavy growth! x x x "with large ledges of rock projecting s ove
and earth" were immediately used

the surface". "Logs, cordwood, stolies

for barricades..:

The value of thie defense®, GIeelle says3, "was shown in our subse—

quellt ocperations
ing the continou
the 12th Corps was

and he was ordercd to take cgre

by our small losg compared with thet of the enemy dur-

atiacks by a vastly superior forcev, Towards evening

sent over to Sickles’, all except: Greene's brigade,

' the whole right thus vacated. That
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he did without protest, though his skin;ish;?s had long since met those
of the Confederate commanders whose line passed beyond his eastward more
than 400 vards. He hed received orders, wc¢ heve said, to fill the va-

with his brigade detachment
cancy. He proceeded to comply-~oilc c«t‘m:—n_}z the¥galifornia regiment®™ under

A
Col., 8mith scame to extend his .ine altogether too short. Hie whole
front was fiercely assailed, the conflict eommencing between 8 and 7
P.nm.; four terrible charges, cuch as Stonewall Jackson's old corps always
m&de,t:ot place in the next two hours. Now here comes (reene's coolness
and skill, As the Confederates outflanked his right in the woods, he
threw back his own lines till they were nearly perpendicular to the
first line formed, while he held fimrmly to Wadsworth's right, thhs al-
yavs, as he writes,*presenting his front to the e;émy in their new pos-
itiont,

e

The California Regiment sent to his right was unaccountably with-
drawn by somebody's mistake, This suiceidal asct startled Gen. Greene. Hs
instantly cailed for help from Waedsworth and from me-Wadswortih rushed
over three small regiments of VWisconsin and Hew York men 355 in all;
while I sent from the l1llth Corps thTEGIMQTE of Ohiol.,, Illinois and New
York veterans under the immediate charge of a staif officer.

The gallant defense continued till Slocum's 12th Corps about 10
P.m. Peturning put in appearance. Then the crisfs, thanks to our cool
headed, indomiteble commender, Gen. Greene, had passed. The supply

traing along the Zaltimore Pike and the entire exposed plateau and rav-

ines in the rear of leade's grmy werec again safe for quiet parks an
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bivouacs! The further s tory of Getu?sburg'fka f Lese's retreat and of
Slocum and Howard taking their corps to the Army of the Cumberland, is
vart of settled history. Oreene clung to his favorite bri gade till the
night of Cetober 28th 186¢3. He held the left of Gen, Geary's divisgién
line there at Wauhatchee about ten miles from Chattanooga,Tenn. It was
a dreadful night engagement by Confederate ctevenson's division against
Geary's,not unlike that of Gettysburg the 2nd of the Preceeding July.
My command was cncamped three miles away; with an escort of Cavalry I
gkirted a range of foot hills opposite and west of Lookout,and came upon
Geary justed as he had repulsed the confederates, Gen., Grrene met me,
his head seemingly bound with a napkin and extcnded his hand. A bullet
had passed through his face carrying awsy some of his teeth, so that he
was unable to spegk to me, but he showed me the way to Geary who was
beslde his slain son, hardly realizing in his keen sorrow what a victory
he had just won,

Gen., Greecne had & leave of only one month and 11 days for the heal-
ing of his wound when he again went on duty. He was with his corps
throughout the spring of 18¢5 in North Carolina and in all our movekents
under Shermen to CGoldsboro and Riclmond, and on to washi ngion, D.C., for
the grezt review,.

Gen. Greene's gervices wers so much aporeclated that the govermment
awarded him the brevet of lMajor General and retained him in service with
his rank unchanged until April 30 ,18€6, always being placed upon import-

ant duty. His eivil history was then quick Y Tesumed,
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On the Croton water works in one importint capacity or another, for
example, Superintendent of the Croton Extension; Chief Engineer and Com-
missioner of the Aqueduct Board of New York; Assistan ingineer Depart-
ment of Public Works; and Engineer for Surveys and Plans and IEstimates
for a central underground railwey for New York ¢ity.

Now we find him again .. the chief engineer at Vashington, D.C. de-
Pising a sewerage system for that city and at the same time rctained as
eongulting enginecer for commnications over the Harlenm River and other
impo: tant construetions; next he has the position of engineer to pass
uponsahe plans and completion of an elevated rgilway for Hew York; as a
part of the ergineer commnission for testing of iew York water metErs and
at the same time the engineer to supervise gurveys and estimates of the
projected ship canal from Lake Champlain to the St. Lawrence river.

Thieg was in 1873. The enterprisc so much interested Gen., Greens that he

it when he was ninety-six years old with =& remarkable retent—

e

talked of
ion of memory, exhibiting clear-cut and secicntific Knowledge.

I need not mention any more of the works with which our beloved
friend was connected. They embrace water works as far northwird as the
Lakes, sewecrage in his native Statc and topographical details of plans

and drawings always tasteful and complete for public varks. I will sim-

o

ply remerk that his Tresvonsive labors were continued till sbout ten

years before his decease. During that ten years there was no infimity
excepl a deafness which required from his visitors somewhat carctul and

eclear enuncliation.
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He enjoyed the fellowship of his veotezrsn comr des till the last.
Gen, Greele was é faithful Christian man, beloved and trusted in his
church, His address to the Cadets in 1881 when I was superintendent was
admirable in every respect., It showed that he himself was high toned
in every sentiment of his heart, & Crristian gentleman; every word ef his
utterance on that occasicn his true and noble life emphasized,

The song of Cen. Greene were very properly his Jjoy and pride.

W

Thelr record in public and private life is €very day honoring the dis-
distinguished ancestry and the noble father of whom We are writin £ .
In public functions and in private business they are already well known
and justly appreciated. It will be difficult, however, for either of
them to leave a brighter page in the history of their country, or one

more renlete with modest worth and abundent achievements than their

(]

father, Genersl George S. Greenc.

When I think of him, of his ninety-seven years, and his long service
which he himself never exploited, but alwayvs made thorough and sztis-
factory, I say to myself,'"there is no distinction after all that ey be

L]

sald above his, a man indeed, sans peur et sans Faprochay.

U g &HM:}‘

Mepre — gl-u'e—‘kj

( RetodT]
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