





Ladies and Gentlemen:

-

Fellow Citizens: Many times have I been in thi$

the close of our gigantic wary but this coming re-
of a corresponding campaign, thirty=four years

came home after my first wounding and while I was

Governor' requested me to canvass the

i

he called it, for the necessary volunteers to fil] our quota.

o

hough still weak fr

L

om my loss of blood I was so ardent in the

cause of the Union that I accepted the invitation. My good wife

&

went to take care of me And we vlsited town after town.,and I

4

made speeches in the day time and in the evening to multitudes.

We broke down the w: of partition between parties, and men stood
ed

around me whil plead with them %o go back with me, laying

Pt )
heir lives upon the altar of their ecountry, in order to preserve
(flortows
our Unicn in its entirety. res that to t] irst me
. : 8§ y : }t was on at t ur natrg first met
o‘%—vmmumﬂw

e

honored me with his touching and deseriptive

&
|}

poem, entitled "The Bmpty Sleeve", I need hardly tell you that

our quota was soon more than filled, even in what had been called,

though qulite improperly, "Segcesh towns", My wife has come with







me again, and her ecoming, though always in the shade, I ecan but re-
gard as the Mascot --, the talisman of abundant succe
course, my influence now is but a drop to what it was then} but

there are hundreds of
|t
fluence is like the Sunshine and the helpful breeze§ it reaches,

1t purifies and it blesse: Permit me a few words more of a per-

gigantiec workers in the field, and the in-

sonal nature. minent christian friend the other day ad-

vised me, with much emphasi: evident sincerity; you ean con-
dense his advice into « expressions "Gen'l Howard, keep out of pol
ities, it will soil your escutcheon." Here i1s my defence. For
years, while I was endeavoring faithfully 381 as an army of-
ficer, one administration after another, of different politiecal com=
plexions, I said $o myself "Wait young man, till you are Torced by
law to retire from the army, then exercise freely your rights, and
your privileges, as a free man and a voter." Remember that I have

seven grown children, and nearly twice as many grand-children no

yet fully grown; and I have nephews and nieces, and they have







dren; and I have, also, a few friends in the United States, who

+ | F 8

are blessed with many healthful children. Now, what can a man do

an ag

etter than to set a good example before them all? A scholarly

at Bar Harbor: ine looking and middle-aged, =&

graduate of one of ocur best colleges, who told me with something

T e

that sounded like an caté, that he would have nothing whatever to do

begdsL se

with the political parties, or with elections, they are so corrupt.

I told him quietly how radically I disagreed with him. Doubtles

33

there was corruption, but it was corruption in spots; and the duty

WAL

of every good man, in fact of every man, was plain enough; not

to be a grugmbler, a pessimist, or worse still, a Mugwump, but to be

a patriot; to go to the primaries, and help other right-thinking
e
men to nominate right to go to the xgx registert!s office

e e, st

and help keep & horfest &nd truej} and then go to the balloting
booths and learn how to put in the right vote in the right place.

m
i

he son of a patriotic democrat of the old school, not the late

Chimagirkind, saw his son Thomas the day he was

Lot d 1

i
up in canvas, with a tarpaulin on his head and

=]
e







hand; it was election day; so the father saids"Tom, where are you
golng?"® "Why, I am golng fishing, it's an off day, and I'"ve no in-
terest in the election". The old man looked at him sternly and
sald "Tom, you can go fishing, but if vou don'%t vote

your duty as a citizen, you need never return to this

Thomas, who loved his father, and greatly esteemed hi

speedily put off his fishing attire anc
"irst vote, He is a republican now, and
an energetic, faithful leader Surely I ought to do as well as a
good old line demoera And I believe I cannot do a better thing
in this campaign, than use all the influence I have to induce young
men, who are just co £ za 0 cas thelr ballots after care-
Tul investigation of the platforms, and cast them for what a clear

LU - &

consclience says ls the right side.
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THE TWO PARTIES

It 1s a favorite thought of mine, and I have often seen
idea emphasized, that two great parties are always wholesome for
4
o s

our form of government, Both have had and will have policies and

prac beneficial to the republie; and both have had and will
have deficiencies. ritical men will eomplain, and doubtless will
nave some reason to complain, because parties are only human organ-
izations. Reformation is at most times essential; at some times
much more than at others, because parties, at their best often de-

viate from a clear-cut statesmanship into the deep ruts of ex-

pediency, condensed in the phrase "do anything to beat the enemy"

The primaries must be overhauled; the ballot box must be lifted up

and defended against stuffing or any other illegal contrivance for
robbery and theft. The civil service needs watehing, and bribery
is like a serpent, whose head must be broken; monopoly and greed
will hurt and finally destroy any party; and for one I covet with
all my soul such a temperance legislation as will benefit the whole

people .







6 @
has chosen its candidate, and the demo=-
cratle party, tha: ' a wing of it, the one that met at Chicago,

has selected its candidates. We behold them in every town, un-

" depwriting the stars and stripes;in the prineipal streets the flag

swings, and you read McKinley & Hobart, for the republican party;
Bryan & Sewall, for the other. Ve can offer no very strong ob-
Jection to either of those four men as individuals, I am person-
ally acquainted with but one, a that 1s Major William MecKinley.
MeKinley is a strong, resolute, fearless, intelligent; manly man.
He 1s warm-hearted, pure-minded and high-toned. He has proved
himself a statesman, and also in Ohio as Governor, a capital execu-
tive; emen his enemies find no flaw in him, except in the size of
his tariff, or rather, the height of it: some people never look up;
it is hard to get them to look straight ahead; the dust and the mud
atract their eyes and dim their vision. 0f course, today the two
great parties claim our suffrage. In two ways we can properly judge
First, by the promises and pledges which they make in

their platform; promises and pledges, to be rightly interpreted and
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rightly understood; and also by their well known nistory of upwards
of thirty-five years.
REPUBLICAN PLATFORM.

The republican platform he twenty-two distinctive paragraphs
that we for purposes of clearness call planks. The first, after a
Tew historic statements, takes up the tariff (General Howard reads
the tariff plank.)

This paragraph names and defends a protective system, Our
foes call it in derision a paternal system, There's only one thing
better than paternal, and that is maternal, Suppose, to please
them, we modify the phraseology and take in both father and mother,
and call it a prental system. Good parents provide for all their
c¢hildren. In our particular political system protection should
with discrimination and justice, provide for and benefit all the
citizens. Some college professors and some presidents of univer-
sities, have worked out books on politieal economy in advoecacy of

free trade, direct taxation, or ad valorem duties. But in spite

of all their theories, the history of tariff results in our country,

carefully tabulated for over a century, abujdamtly sustain the rfe-







publican plank; you must enjoy its closing period: "The ruling and

uncompromising prineciple is the protection and development of Am-
¢rican labor and industry. The country demands a right settlement,
and then it wants rest."

McKinley's tariff is not high. It has been misrepresented.

It 1s lower than any other protective tariff, lower as an average,
than any we have had, This tariff or one formulated to meet
emergencies that have arisen, will enable us to do two important
things: First, to pay all honestflebts and, Second, to fully meet
the growing necessities of our great republie.

RECIPROCIT!

I like the wo reciprocity. If one loves a friend there is
little good in it, unless that love be returned, Reciproeity was
in McKinley's law. The Honerable James G. Blaine, I always men-
tion his name with affection and esteem, urged reciproecity with

his usual ability and ardor: Make good bargains with those who

send us the necessaries of 1life which we do not produce; send them

the products of our farms, factories and forests.







"Reciprocity builds up foreign trade and finds an outlet for our sur

LF !

plus." or the life of me I am unable to tell why the democrats

repealed

Possibly it wa . ding lesson that I onee learned in

the House of Representatives vislted a republican friend: a dam

democrat, Mr. Smith, sat to him; they were on good terms so-

clally; one day at a big L call my friend hearing his name

3

quickly asked Mr? Smith, i did you vote"? "I voted aye", he

eplied; my friend instantly cried out aloud "No"™; and thus his
If a republican could gauge his vote in that
way how much more an old-time democrat., He would ask "Is that
reciprocity business a republican measure?" "Yasz", "Then I must
vote to repeal the law." Ve are greatly hoping that those whom

the Chicago platform has set afloat will re-consider and think

better of reciprocity, which is thé best sort of free trade,

associates kindly with a proper and reasonable protection.
CURRENCY,

‘B

o his trumps to produce anything new on the curren-







¢y issue, Qur plank is plain

that of the Bryan democracy.
REPUBILCAN
We are unalterably

posed to every measure

culated to debase our curren-

cys,or impair the

our country. We are therefore

opposed to the free colnage of
ilver except by internation-

agreement with the leading

commerclal nations of of the

world,-which agreement we
pledge ourselves to promote,

and unless an agreement can

be obtained the existing gold

standard must be presevred.

All our silver and paper

enough, and for that

Put one over against

DEMOCRATIC,
We demand the free and unlim-

ited coinage of both gold and sil-

ver at the present legal ratio of

ey + |

16 to 1 without waiting for the aid

or consent of any her nation,

We demand that the standard sil-

lar shall be a full legal

tender equally with gold, for all
debts publiec and private, and we

favor such legislation as will pre-
vent for the future the demonetiz-
ation of any kind of legal tender

money by private eontract.

We are opposed to the poliecy and

pragtice of surrendering to the
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currency must be maintained ata
: A } holders of the obligations of
ity with gold, and we favor all

¥

the United States the option
reserved by the law to the

government of redeeming such
) y obligations in either silver
whether tocin or paper, at the

: : coin or gold coin.
standard, the standard of

the most enlightened nations of th

e"r"'_" T N T T L

Preliminary: "We declare
earth.

o
La

s
Wi -

the aet of 1873 demonetiz=-

B : ing silver without the knowl=:dg
Preliminary: "the repub- : -

. : § edge or approval of the Ameri-
lican party is unreservedly

3 can people has resulted in the
for sound money. It caused

appreciation of gold and a
enactment of the law pro)

ot < i corresponding fall in the
viding for the resumption of '

; , prices of commodities pro-
specle payments in 1879,

: duced by the people."
Since then every dollarshas

been as good as gold." P TR T P
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In this currency matter the party difference is clear enough.
Both favor gold and silver: but the republican party will promote
ernational agreement; until that agreement shall come the re-
publican party adheres to the gold standard. Ong the contrary,
the Bryan party demands the immediate re-monetizing of silver at
the ratio of 16 ounces of si ounce of gold independent

of all other still confusion touching this

plain subject. Two weeks ago I asked a business man what a news-

paper quotation, namely "silver 69 cents"™ meant; he could not tell

me. I purposely consulted three other merchants, and they shook

their heads; one man said "Gen. Howard, I do not know; I have been

trying to find out." The Journal ought to have said "69 cents

8

per ounce" of silver, as you would say 60 cents a bushel of wheat.
Now the standard silver dollar is a little less than one ounne?
L

one ounce is 480 grains; the silver dollar is but 371 lfﬁ grains;

if 480 grains are wotth 69 cents, one grain is worth 14/107000 of

a cent; this makes 371 1/4 grains worthf 53 cents. Sigce I form-
b | 1} 3 1 - v
ulated thie easy problem the Journal quotes 65 cents per ounce for







culation, but

silver are to be made by law

The ratio in the market of

of the silver in our dollar,
cents, A fiat law foreing
ounce of gold must then de-

eciate our currency one-half, or

the world,
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