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E”Horrors of the Columbia,« The French Scout’s View of

Phil Sheridan Forty Years Ago.

Cur French scout, Edcuard§, zives me some items of history
that I have not found recorded. These touch upon evente prior teo
Phil Sheridan’s maiden enterprise -on the Columbia.

A dreadful massacre of white settlers occurred late in the
sgason of 1fB64. It was called thae "Snake River" or "gard kassacre™.

More poor white people were cutraged and slain than in the
well known "Whitman kassacre"m. The cruelty of the Indians sngaged in
this indiscriminate destruction was excessivs.

(ur troops under kajor Granville ¢. Haller, (4th Infantry),
who had already a grand reecord for years cof successful service, star-
ted from Fort Dallas, as soon as ?ﬁ:fuﬁibiﬁiu reached there. t was
a2 train of immigrents that had been destroyed not far from the Hudson
cay Company?s frontier station, called M0ld Fort Boise.M™ Haller had
with him in the expedition twenty-six regulars and thirty-four volun-
Leers, making only sixty men altogether. Edouard was a mamber of the
velunteer company. lis says ; "We arrived at the place where the
horrid cutrage had been committed- the early part of Serptember, (7BL,
fhe country was scouted in all directicns and the Indians looked up.

- Some were killed in battle and others were captured and hanged on
the very spot where they had perpetrated their unsreakable nutrageul

and murder."
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Haxler, after his long and tedicus march ¢f gome four hundred

miles altogether, had just returmed to Fart'%@llaa. w%an the news of
anothear Indian cutbreak, north of the Columbia, only :ﬁaut geventy
miles from him, came tc his ears. Edouard, the scout, being in the
midst of these troubles also, says i

"ihe Indians hereabouts were determined to rid themselves of
all white men. They had been killing the white men and these
28 they could cateh them. At last the Yakimas at Fort Sincoe
murdered Agent Borland who had gone over th?fa to try to assuagz2

their troubles."

P
Bdouard, the scout, who appears to have reached the vYalles

before kej. Haller, had there met Borland while he was en route to
Fort wincoe and warned aim: " It is not safe for you to
venture among them.Wxx "It was but a short time,"Edouard eccntinues,

"hufafe I heard that he was killed."

maller with but"a hundred and two enlisted men and four -
officers"marched straizat over to sincoe. Then the savages in large
numbers boldly attacked his command and drove it from the timbser.
Wihe next morning"m, Maj. Powell, in his record writes,"ais camp was
campiataly surrounded. ais animals cut off from grass and water;
hourly during the day squads of mounted Indians were seen approaching
and joining the war party; Father fand.za. a Catholic priest, who

was held as a prisdmer, declared the number exceedsd 2000 fit to

bear armey they made, however, this day little impression on the
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command®( of Haller’s standing on the defensive)Wand withdrew at

i

night. Halls

F

was8 thus affe:dadtgn opportunity to reach ground more
favorable for marching in retreat that nightj and the third day
successfully kept a body of pursuing warriors at bay, while retreating
to the Dalles. "

[

He brouzht in all the wounded and the body of his Commissary
Sergeant," who in the last charge of the Indians was killed.

Colonel Rain’s disastrous campalgn came next in order, which
Sherddan, in his Wemoirs so graphically deseribes, and of whieh he
formed a part, Council® of war followed, particularly at Walla Walla
where the greatest number of gaily dressed Indians came together
since thoss that followed the Whitman kassacre.

I remember accounts of those as they appeared in the press

of 1B54 & 65. (ur scout has tﬂﬁiE_EEEEEI*MEEFif fieroeness, their

; of the rarticipators
majesty, thelr victuresqusness and thctx?gluquunv& photozrarhed on his

brain. Hothing was yet really settled. (Cur people had to take the
country=- that up-country of sastern (regon and northarn Washington-
as the Israelites did the promised land, ire~ little by little, with

many unexpected drawbacks.

Fow comes the next scenal







The uolnmbiaj River fndians, near and ADove the Dalles, the

=0

Yakimas and otaers, during the winter of LFE8 & BO, formed combina -
tions that aprearad to tareaten 2ll waits Sstilements east of ths

Lascade wountains. lae savages for a time soemed bound bogether to

|

dispute witz ocur Faople tae posssessi.n of that Part of Washington Ter.

and Qeegon.

L
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In consequence of the threatened Cutbreaks, Col. George

Wright, with nis ninth infantry, occuried Fo t Vagecouver. The 265th
qg4n%ﬁlun+

of March he set out by steamer with nis €ommand, reached the Lalles

3

80 that he was able to bagzin ais march toward the up-country, the

morning of the 26th.

He nad gone but 2 few miles vhen ths Yakimas, coming from

4
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wbs country, being aided by soma volumbilan Indians, began to attack
the settlements far behind them, near tas Cascades.

ds intruductu;y to some of his roush work and hair-breadth

S

eéscapes, my .old messénger and scout, Edouards. introduces his story

by dquoting-Gen. Saeridan’s account of his ow Zallant and characteris-

9

tie work, accomplished with his escort of forty men, waom he dencming -

r!drhinrhldﬂlhld

4 4
ted his dragoons.

!

"n the morning of march 26th the rovement bsgan, but the
[ert. 334y ;
uﬂlumB&Pad enly reached vive mile Creek when the Yakimas, jcinod by

many young warriors - free lances % from other tribes, made » sudden
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and unexpected attack at the Cascades of the Columbia, midway between

Vaneouver and the Palles, killed several citizens, women and children,
and took possessicn of the Portage by besieging the settlers in thedr
cabins at the Upper Cascades, and those who souzht shelter at the
Middle Cascades in the o0ld military block-house, walcha had been built
some years before as a place of refuge under just such circumstances..
These peints neld cut,and were not captured. but the landing at the
Lower (ascades fell completely into the hands cf the savages. Strag-
gling settlers from the Lower Cascades made. their way down to Fort
Vancouver, distant about thirty-six miles, which they reachasd that
night, and communicated the conditi on of affairs. As the nocessity
for early relief to the settlers and the re-establishment ¢f communi-
cation with the Dalles were apparent, all the fo;s:yt.na.t could be
svared was ordered out, and in conssguence gz;g:;dia aly received
directions to zo with my detachment of dragoons, numbering abeut

forty effective men, to the relief of the middle block-house, waich
really meant to retake the Cascades. I got ready at once, and believ-

ing that a plece of artillery would be of service to me, asked for
£+Mﬂ;w..t‘_.b—-=u:¢4’3

one, but as there proved to be no guns at tae Pﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁx should have bhaaen
obliged to procesd without one had it not been that the regular stasam-
er from San Francisco to Portland was lying at tae Vancouver deck
unloading military supplies, and the commander, Captdin Dall, supplied
me with a steamer’s small iron cannon, mounted on a wooden platform,
which he used in firing salutes at different ports on the arrival

and departure of the vessel. Finding at the arsenal a supply of
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80 1lia :hnt_*ha.t would fit the gun, I had it put upon the steamboat
31111,-emplniad to garry my command to the ecsne of operaticns, and
started up the Columbia River at 2 v.m. on the morning of the 27th.
We reached the Lower Cascades sarly in the day, where, selecting a
favorable place for the rurpose, I disembarked my men and zun on the
north bank of the river, so that I could send back the steambost to
bring up any voluntaer assistance that in the mean time might have
been collected at Vancouver.

After getiing well in hand everything connected with my 1lit-
1le command, I advanced with five or six men to the edze of a crowth
¢f underbrush to maks a reaénnailnanoa. We stole alongz under eover
of this underbrush until we rsached the open ground leading over the
causeway or narrow neck before mentioned, when the enemy opened fire
and killed a soldier near my side by a sho® whiech just grazing the
bridge of my nose, struck him in the neck, opening an artery and break
ing the spinal cord. He died instantly. The Indians at cncs made a
rush for ais body, but my men in the rear, coming quickly to the
rescue, drove them backy and Captain Dall?s gun being now brought
into play, many solid shots were thrown into the jungle where thaey
lay concealed, with the effect of considerably modifying their impep-
uesity, Further skirmishing at long range took place at intervals dup
ing the day, with little gain or losa, hewever, to either side, for
both parties held positions wiich eould not be assailed in flank, and
only the extreme of rashness in either eould prompt a front attack.
My left was protected by the back water driven inte the slough by the

high stage of the river, and my right rested secure on the main stream

P -\.J-







Between us was only the narrow neck of land, to cross waich would be

certaln death. The position of the Indians was almost the eXxact
-

cunterpart of curs.

=0

'Lin the evening I sent a report of the situation back to

Vancouver by the st:amboat, retaining a large Hudson'’s Bay bateau

which I ‘had brought up with me. ZExamining this I found it would
carry about twenty men, and made up my mind that sarly next morning

I would cross the command to the orposite or scuth side of the Golum~

L

bia River, and make my way up along the moeuntain base until I arrived
abreast the middle block-hocuse, which was still closely besieged, and

then at some fayorable point recross to tas north bank to. its relief,

£

endeavoring in tHis mannar to pass around and to the rear of the

Indians, whose position confrontingsme was too strong for a direct

L4

=+ attack. This plan was hazardous, but I believed it would bs success-
fully carried out if the boat could be taken with me; but should I not

beable to do this I felt that the objeet contemplated in sending me

g

out would missrably fail, and the small band cooped up at the block
house would socon starve or fall a prey to the Indians, so I concluded

to risk a2ll the chances the plan involved.

9

H1hIJ!h|H|h|ﬂ|h|H|hldlh|H|hIﬂ|h|HIhIJahiHrhrﬂ|h[H|h|J|h|H|L|NIH|H|hIJ

¢n the morning of March %Bth, the savages were still in my

|

front, and after giving them some solid shot from Captain Dall’s gun

Y

we slipped down to the river-bank, and the detachment erossed by

means of the Hudson’s BEay boat, makinz a landing on the gpposite
ghore at a point where the lﬁitim;hnnnul of the river, after flowing

around Eradford’s Island, joins the main stream. It was then about
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a camp of old squaws who had _been left on {he island for safety, and

had not gone over to the maihland to see the races, we utilized them
to our advantage. With unmistakable threats and sicgns ws made them
keep quiet. but aleso give us much nseded assistance in pulling vigor-

ously on the tow-rope of ocur boat.

I was laboring under a dreadful strain of mental anxisty

L

during all tais time, for had the Indians discovered what we were
about, they could easily have come over to the island in their canoes,
and, by forcing us to take up our arms to repel their attack, doubt-
less would have obliged the abandorment of the hcaE} and that asssen-
B 1 L s -~ P n ~
tial anjqncﬁtﬂ the final success of my plan would have gona aown tas
|
rapids. Indeed under such circumstancss it would have been impossi-
ble for ten men to hold out azainst the two or threse hundred Indians;

but the island forming an excellent Bereen Lo mur movemenis, we WwWare

L01]

not discovered, and ﬂlJﬂ'?:; reached the smooth water at the upper

end of the rapids we quickly crossed over and joined the rest of the
men, woc in the meantime ahd worked their way along the south bank

of the river parallsl with us. I felt very grateful to the old squaws
for the assistance they resndered. They worked well under compulsion,
and manifested no disposition to strike for higher wages. Indeed, 1
was 80 much relieved when we had crossed over from the island and
joined the rest of the party, that I mentally thanked the sguaws ons
and all. I had mueh difficulty in keeping the men on the main shore
from cheering at our success, but hurriedly taking into the batsau all

of them it could carry, I sent the balance along the socuthern bank,

where the railroad is now built, until both detachments arrivad at a
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point orposite the block-house, when, crossing to the north bank, I
landed below the block -house some little distance, and returned the
boat for tas balanca of the men, who joined me in a few minutes.

When the Indians attac??d the peopls at the Cascades cn the
'4thPGWrUb
who had already got ocut from the

N

“alles a few miles on his expedition to the Spokane country. He imme-

26th, word was sent to Col. Wright)

diately turned his column back, and sgon after I had landed and commu~-
nicated with the beleaguered block-house the advance of his command
arrived under Licutenant-Colonel Edward J. Steptoe. I reported to
Steptoe, amd related what nad cccurred during the past thairty-six
hours, gave him a description of the festivities that were coing on

at the lower Cascades, and also communicated the intelligenee that the
Yakimas had been jcined by the Sascade Indians when the place was
first attacked. I also told him it was my bslief that when he pushed
down the main shore the latter tribe without doubt would cross over

to the island we had just left, while the former would take to the m-
mountains. Steptoe coincided with me in this opinion. and informed
me that Lieutenant Alexander Pilper would join my detachment with a
mountain howitzer, directed me tc convey the command to the island

and Robbla up all who cams o%er to it.

Lieutenant Piper and I landed on the island with the first
boat -load, and after disembarkingz the howitzer we fired two or thrae
shot® to let the Indians know we had artillery with us, then advanced
down the island with the whole of my command, which had arrived in the
meantime; all of the men were deployed as skirmishers except a

small detachment to operate the howitzer. Hear the lower end of the
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island we met, as I had anticipated, the entire body of (ascade
Indians~- men, women and children - wiose nomes were in thg vieinity
of the Cascadas. fhey were very much fripghtened and demgffalized at
the turn events had taken. for the Yakimas :u% the a.}'prcle.lch of Steptoe
had abandonsd them, as predicted, and fled to the mountains. The
chief and head-men saild they had had mothing to do with the capture
of the Cascades, with the murder of men at the upper landing, nor with
toe massacre of men, women and childron near tihe block-house, and put
all the blame on the Yakimas and their allies. I did not believe this,
howevar, and to test the iruth of their statement formed them all in
l1ine with their muskets in hand. Going up to the first man on the
right I accused aim of having engaged in the massacre, but was met
by a vignrﬁus denial. Putting my forefinger into the muzzle of the
gun., I found unmistakable signs of its having been recently dischargad
¥y forefinger was black with the stains of burnt powdex, and holding‘\
it up to the Indian, he had nothing more to say in the face of such
positive evidencs of his zuilt. A further examination proved that
all the guns were in the same condition. Their arms were at once
taken possession of. and leaving & small force to look after the
womem and caildren and very old men, 80 that there could be no

possibility of sscape, I arrested thirteen of the prinecipal miscreants

erossed the river to the lower landing, and Flaaad them in charge of

& strong gzuard. ™
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People do not imagine now how those*seftlers at the famous

Cascades almost worshipped the little giant, Lieutenant Sheridan. Wy
venerated messenger was among them about that time

As socn as Wright?s men, under Lieut=Col. Steptoe arproached
from above, the wary Yakimas, as we have sceen abandoned the poor
Columbia Indians to their fate, and it was a =sad one, for nine of
them, after Sheridan had found the inside of their muskets soiled
with powder rscently burned, were tried by military commission and
hanged, the limb of a tree being used for a gallows.

After the three days of skulking, boating and fighting dn thé
wild picturesque pass of the mountains, finding the Yakimas, the
prineipal offenders, all gzone, the officers caused a thorough scouring
of the whole country to the north and northeast of theml

A little later, Edouard, then enlisted in a company, was
selectsd and sent ocut as a scout from Vancouver. Here is the way he
tells his tale. His memory, like that of frontieFssmen gensrally,
who have not been much worried with the words in books, is most
remarkables " A trail thro? the woods and over thé Jagzed hills
by which the Klicitats and Yakimas (for both tribes wefe there at the
Cascades ) had retreated. was followed for'tan miles, but no Indians
were overtaken, The army 6fficers, as they all know the importance
of fearless and faithful scouting, sent out ssveral. I was cns of
them at this time, and indeed, was kept very busy. Had the Indians
been successful at the Cascades, they were to descend the volumbia,

the y &VKlilllf and attack Fort Vancouver.
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there during the excitement. I had advided the septlers
to build a block aouse near Vancouver, for the Indians might malje a

raid down there, taking advantage of the absence of Wright's regiment

I
and Sheridan’sWdragoons." The block house was put up and took my
At o
/t

wife and 1little children inside of it.
In the 2arly days of the Hudson’s Bay COmpany, the Indians
from the Yakima and EKlickatat country used to come over the uascads‘
dountains to Fort Vancouver to do their trading. They called Port
Vancouver Kit-Loth-Qua. There were, then, plenty of Indian trails
Eﬁdﬂ*ﬁvﬂfﬂ{—-
all golng out from Fort Vancouver, lasading east and north. I went on

e 3

tho.%iyiﬂiﬁ_ﬂi:JﬂtiCn seemed to be toward the Cascades. 1 had not
been 1$ng out, when. toward svening, I came upon a trail, aistinet and
fresh, and feeling satisficd from the signe they left, that I was

not far from the maid trail, I concluded to camp there for the night.
The next morning early I started hunting for more.distinet esvidence.

I had gone but a few miles when I ncticed some more fresh tracks.
hitherto I had been riding my horse. Now I dismounted and was leading
the horse by the bridle and t%ying very minutely to examine ths tracks
when suddenly, from behind a éig log, -a rifle was fired, and I felt
the shock of a wound in my arm; Instantly, two In%ianl, #hc had been
lying there behind that log iniambu-h,, sprang up. %nd yedling as only
Indians on the war path can, t?iad to complete thein attack. But

before the one who had shot me could zst over the log, my return shot

had struck him just beneath an sye, and he fell scnssless. But the
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other had got ten steps nearer when I fired at him with my prisiel, but
to my terror I only slightly wounded him. He staggered a little but

kept on toward me. Then followed a struggle for life between two
desperate msen. The shock of it I never recoversd from. Imagine me in
N8 hand t¢ hand fight and then in a death grapple with tiis powerful
savage. I thcught, of courss, that there might be other Indians near
£o hear the yell of thess, or that the ctha{_woundad man might hit me
again. I was slight of build but very aﬂti?e%ﬁﬂﬁ;a and
strong. I tried to spring from him, but he kept so close that at
firstl I could not fire. His plan was to clinch me and kill me with
his “Dsg“ (a war weapon 1like the arrow head, only much larger and
longer). At last, by quickness and some skill in the wrestle, I
succeeded in giving him what proved to be a mortal wound. The WDag®
which he still held in his Land after he fell, I took fro m his
grasp. It was at least twelve inches Zumg in length, handle and all.
At last, I was free; but somehow, though the conscience

justifies the soldier-scout, he cannot help wishing he could have

avolded such an experisncs.
L]
I finighed this secou cacried important information to

those who sent me."

Yes, the writer well remembers in subsequent years how this
snergetic man secemed to be made of itonm. He would ride night and day
to brimg news to important telegrarh stations.

At this time, of whiech I write, he enabled the defonders of

ihll!ulll ’lqm.'tranur'n|;.3..’al;..r...n’g|f the wild Indians, and
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