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PRDVIUWBGES TOUCHING ISABELLA AND COLUMBUS.
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John the second, the father of Isabella, had begn for
s W M Y

years the king of Castile. After a long T't?ﬁ;’_!?i*j those unpro-

pitious times, when the authority of the so vereign was often
agisputed by powerful nobles and corrupt favorites, his life

ended July 21st, 1454.

This significant remark is made of him by the historian:

"Benetrated by remorse at the retrospect of his unprofitable

w

life, and filled with melancholy presages of the Future, the

unhapy Prince lamented to his faithful att enaant, Cibdareal,

T

on nis death-bed, that'he had not been born the son of a me-
chanic instead of king of Castile'".

This is sufficiently descriptive of the Father of Isa=
bella, who was the third child living to succeed him. Her
mother, bearing the same name as herself, came Sfrom the royal
family of Por#fgal. She was king John's second wife. It is

Sieult indeed to deecipher the actual character of this
womann of noble birth But she has, in history, to bear the

Crereorga
responsibility of having gained her iy, Chrough the great
ae Lewna
constable of Spain, Alvaro SRRy, ond then to have repudiat-
ed his further help, and erushed hime _
k‘t’j}r
Little by little she had turned(Ze .x-asbcmcf'agamst him,

L : Ploti
and at the last, when, like Rl of old, he saught to wash







the crime of the cmmsta able's murder, (until the Crued
execution of his favorite had been effected.
Prescott's remarks, con cerning mz.,- a;.mm,,m?*, betrayes,

(‘i’,a-hl_"_h\,,\..q_{'\-f 1»‘.’ 'E’K_I}..,r'
T - d Tr Iy
I think, a doubtful mind, when he says: ".-:G:f.: it not been for
e
the superior constancy or vindictive temper of the queen, he,
the king, would probably have yielded to the@mw impulses of

returning affection, "L§ 4
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Isabella was born at the little towm of Madrigal, the
- r T

-

zend of April, 1451. She was, therefore, three years and
three months old at the time of her father's death.

It seems remarkable, though by no means impossible, that
the mother of Isabella could have been a wicked woman. What-
ever our conclusions with reference to her conduct and her
temper at one period of her life; we must remember that men
and women change, especially so, under the influence of re-
ligion, where the Holy Spirit acts uon the conscience and the

heart. The Jacob we first met, acting treacherously towards

his brother, and falsely to his fakher, is not the Israel that

o

prevailed with God at Bethel! Saul of Tarsus, witnessina the
J ’ G

death scene of the noble Stephen, and hailing men and women
vo prison and to martyrdom, because they believed in Jesus,

is not indeed the same character as Paul the Apostle of the

WM ﬁ“-” :
GFentiles! Lhis ?Eﬂbfdl’:’?", when with her little children
/\ A ¢

she sought retirement in the little toum of Arval¥oy in order

to get away from the seductions and flattery, and the conten-
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tions and fﬁjseho{ii in order to bring up her children under
natural and holy influences, that they might be properly ed-

Mcaﬁqgi grandly developed, amd established in character, be-

fore being called upon to meetl the dreadful trials of life,
m':_:;m_pmh

whieh this mother could not fail to anticipate; certainly is

a far dj fferent migﬁn?grom the gay amd frivolous character

that vy the Court of PortMgal, or the ambitious, sel-
fish and vindictive wife of the king of Castile.

The mother, perhaps, like so many others at the very hour

dosk

of the birth of the c??zldj when she went doun into rthe =y

valley and shadow of death, must have looked up and cried to

Im un

is the father of the fatherless, and the comforter of

=

the distressed. She, doubtless, then, or at some m;flﬂgm (D
- » g i - -'M
that period, gave her heart to the Lord; so thal she could

_: . o = )\"\

ecarefully instruct her children, "in those lessons of practi-

cal piety, and in the deep reverence for religion, which dis-
i 7
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tinguishes Isabella's maturer years '4,'?Tt’@L¢L“$& jfjgguddr_
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But where are the Providences? We WWSp TEH?”N@T that
g royalty was not yet l’!lﬁ., and that there was someth z*szﬂ

royal blood. The inheretance of this child of generations of

development, of education, of all the refinement that . here

was, of high puhpaseslfig ofty ambifion,, were hers by pirith-
fEex ecaureen co ’N.‘VﬁJk émm b{ﬂ%{%

right.}\?ﬂcrc were many obstacles between herself an

vhrone, and her mother could hardly have had a suspicion that—

the third ehild, by any natural processes, could ever reach
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)\{'\. unless the Lord, who had been leading her out of the tur-

bulence of sin into the quiet paths of peace, had been whis-

pering to her some of the presages and urmwges ofdj J“yture._
AL I 11ed

It was a Providence that took away ? cormpg{\faafw?‘,

urro might _have sold her to some favorite P‘r;rce thg price
JFM—WM' “'?f-’"ﬂﬂw ﬁg_
of , estates. Still, her uazg‘sz]mmm* / :P’ W@ succeeded

his father to the throne of Uasﬁflev\excmded his parent in
the commission of sin. Yes, he was an easy-going, kindly man
t the first, and, fortunately or Providentially, did not seek

to f)r’au.ﬁ'ﬂbﬁﬂa to Court until she was already e woman, and

ani\m a very a’etm*_.me purpose, and, perhaps through her
[
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Several marr I'm res\were planned fo i

mother, already of wonderfu lm*:'ojztzcajﬁ
.."'J..‘
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her, each Em:? with a

view to accomplishing some political end. The last one offer-
W) g

ed her @@ inded® tie most remarkable. She resisted all efforts

of her brother to bring abﬁ-‘idﬂ'Aﬁ’EaT‘?"fﬂQB without her consent.

She had hitherto resisted successfully; claiming that the

Infantas of the kingdom could not be wedded without the fopmal

consent of the nobles of the realm. Fortunately ﬂeﬂ%ﬁ&%
A

Jact; and the nobles in Castile, Aragon and ¢ hereabout, were

N BT 3 e
sujficiently powerful to prevent even the king from accomplish

ing his selfish purpose8 . But, as I have said, at last the

corrupt Henry negotiated a marriage of his sister Isabella

o o oL F ol g IPMHJ
with the brother of t Marquis of I«’zl? » 1is name was Don

Pedro Giron. B was the great-muster of a half military and
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half religious order of Calatrava; corrupt as he could be,

even eminent in the household of corrupt F"G;"ﬂ-z'f"ifAfﬂ?' his

}fcenﬂﬂns?ze‘ss; yer, strange to say, he was bound by the oath

of celibacy. In order to marry Isabgﬂaj through the solici-

L

tation of himself and his powerjful alies, the Pope had re-

lieved him from his oath and obligation. '/h: o
gt MR oo,

Here is the strange record: "That W this ri’crsan, 50

_ : . _ i { %h“’n-ﬂwwﬁﬁgﬂhwfm{amm
inferior to her in birth, and so much EElE— F point

of view, Isabella was now to be united. On receiving the in-
telligence, she confined herself to her cx_r;ar*tme?:!:f) abstaining
0 : L £
from all ;Q‘?-fshmg?gr; and sleep Jor a day amd night, and implor-
ing heaven in the most piteous manner to save her Sfrom this
siaonor, DY her own death or that of her enemy:” A lady
friend of high rank, doubtless not so serupulous in conduct
A
as Isabella, crieg ,g-;'t; God will not permit 1t! Neither will

I Thereupon .?r showed a dirlc whieh she had concealed. This

she solemmly avowed to plunoe in ' art of the master of
Calatrava as soon as he appeared. *i«:;

Don Pedro Giron, havi g received his dispensation Fro
e Pope, ond having resigned his offices of rank in the or-

aer, made magnificent preparations for a grand wedding, which

he was sure would soon come to pass. He had actually started

out upon the journey from his residence to the City of Madrid

with an escort of friends and men=at~arms, which would befit







bridegroom of a royal mistress.
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Now here is the Providence. The very i
o $
he left Aimqgﬁ\, at a little village called Villag

T

became deathly sick. Four days after
Hr— Le e s b
the severity 5_?;.4.5‘3551333'-:* cholera, he perished. It is said that

o I, |

he died cursing his fate; that he could not have been spared
Just a few weeks longer; that he might accomplish the Jell de-
sires of a wicked heart.
The Seripture problem in this man's case was speedily
"He sowed to the wind, and he reaped MW the uhirl-
(_{H bora el e S
the beautiful br E?"j\f:s saved without a shadow be-

P PR

ing cast upon r‘zm:ﬂfc;ir fame.
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