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Subject.

"Boy to the rescue."
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A Boy to the Rescue. ~
'I
= |
Bedloe's Island is situated westward across the channel from t
Governor's Island. This channel is a roaaway in New York Harbor

through which four-fifths of the larpe steamers pass and re-pass |
on their way to and from the ocean.

Bedloe's Island has but a few zeras of land, not more than
twenty or thirty in all. On its eastern gpént stands the graat,
Statue of Liberty, whieh Franee in noble gensrosity presented to |
our eountry. On the western front of the island is a small marins
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station whers ther-aljt\a hospitel and a few inhabitants, directly ‘
or indireetly eonnscted with the Lighthouse Department.

For, as every New Yorker can testify, the Goddess of Liberty,

who eonstitutes the principal part of the statue, holds a toreh

terminated by a brilliant light in her elevated right hand. By
some conirivances bright elsetrie lights ars thrown upon ths ped-
estal of the statue in sueh & way as to produce marked effscts Mat-wers
not intended. At night the whole strueturs glves the sppearsnce
of & queen, erowned and ornamented with sxtsndsd skirts of dazzling
brightness.

It is,of course, the duty of the Liphthousa department to kesep .
these lights burning during the night.

On the north side of the little island, until reecently, thers

hes been a small garrison of troops. This parrison did not gen-
erally excead fifty men. The last detail sent thers by the govern-
ment was a eompany of ths sixth infantry, U. S. army, commanded by
Captain A. M. Wetherill.

At the time of which I am writing Capt. Wetherill had with him
two or three lisutenants, among whom was Lisut. Frank D. Webster.
The special duty of this command was to fguard the statue against

any or all persons who mirht be disposed to deface or otherwise
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Injurs it, and to preserve order, as a speeial polies,amons the

A

inhebitants and numerous visitors who ars constantly comine and
goling.

Toward sunset on tha aighteenth of Jenuary, 1893, the several
offieers and many of the men belonging to this parrison, whieh is
designated in army orders as Fort Word, were skating on the ice
whieh, in an unusual freegze-up, had formed so as to eover the whole
streteh of,water from Bedloe's Island to the New Jersay shore.

A

As twilight was approaching, the officers,

Who puetr o e
Webster,and the meFﬁPock off their skates and went baek to the is-

exeepting Lisut.

land. For just then they heard the first eall for retreat, ths

final roll-eall of the day. Wshster linpered, probably to look

after Max Wetherill (a boy of about fourtsen yesrs, the son of

Capt. Wetherill), who continued skating. Seattersd about on the

ice were thres or four children belonging to the lighthouse emp loy-

8 .
Farther from the island, toward what =1re known as the NatlﬁfLQid

e

Lo
=exl Docks, eould be seen the figures of a man and woman walking

ees.

on the ies. The man was going toward the woman, having accomplishs

ed the obiec#?@ﬁ%f he hggjfgiigntlrlng out upon the iee, that is
to say, to be able to tell his friends that he had walked on iee
all the way from Bedloe's Island to the Na€===f Docks.

This worthy eitizen, an sngineer in the lighthouse department
at Bedloe's Island, Mr. Charles Miller, had besn but a short tLime
married, and the woman seen upon the iece was his good wife. How
could they better eelebrate the termination of their Honevmoon
than by taking a eharming, almost miraculous evening walk upon the
weter! But, however praiseworthy and preeious the original purpose
the immediate consequences were not propitious. For, as on his
returning steps, his venturesome wife drew near to meet him, he

wes filled with alarm and horror to behold her sinking through the

treacherous ies.

o
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He instently flew to her &ssistanqij for he thourht only of
her extrame peril. But,. as soon as his feat, touched the plata of
lce, already eracking in spangles, he also hroke throush and like
hig wife sank to his whin.

Now, chillad by the plunge, both of them wara Lhrowine Porward
“their arms, and by their aesparata sirupples eausing Liigpages of-
the broken iee to crumble bhefora ihem. v

The tide-eurrent. wes st this timé swift, and ineisive und evory
spring Mr. Miller made to throw himself upon the surfece, erushed

out, and drove eway cukes mewly severad from tha mess,

?é A1l thet they really efracted for thair own relief was done
h”_é “by" keeping their heeds shove the black weters and ealline Youdad g
{é for help.
H_E; Websilar ano Max Watherill, when this doubls celastrophs was™>
'E taking placa, were some thrae hundred varge off, still skating.
ié The lad Max, probably hearing the ularmine erias, wes thae
'”_E first to ‘eateh sight of this imparilled ecouple, but dimly seemin
_E ‘the avenine hage. R
I 7; me “He shouted to the lisutsnant, and hoth sterted, swiftly skeb=
= —
-E mg to the rescue. Webster, being stroneer and an expe;Ej grrived
i; first: at the pluce of disaster. Knowinge the danger of approechine
L»—E too elosaly the adre of the crackling ics, thie” youns leiutenant
;g ' wisely threw his overeout 1o tha enginser, chearing and ancouraging
'%I' himby his voice. He thourht rightly that before it beccme wat~
h—
== through and hesvy the suffarers could spreada 1t befors them on **
———

the™ite, lean upon it and so rain tLime. i
#hile they were trying Lo obsy his ordsrs and hsed his sup-
pestions he venturad a litils nearsr, and thars, Iying prone upon

his face, stratchad out his hands 1o ihe now frightensd and shivar-

ing-woman, she bsing the nearast to him. o
| v bex meanwhils hed coma up quite too eloes for safaty and was~
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vager to do something toward the rescus.

"What ean I do?" he erisd.

*Catch my feet, and hold them securely,® answered the leiutenang.

This the boy did, but the water, inereasing above the ice

showed it to be still sinking, and the rescuers themselves were

already in imminent danper. Just at that time, several soldiers
belongine to Captain Wetherill's company, ha:?igzhax's shrill out-
ery, had run toward them with 211 their misht and were now approach
ing the scene.

Among the soldiers wers Leroy S. Hotehkiss and Dennis Ginney,
who were thoughtful enough to brins ropes, and Charles F. Roden-
stein, who had the good sense to provide himself with a board.

Hotchkiss at onece bravely exchanced places with the lisutenant,

while the lattsr extended the board as near to the woman ss pos-

sible. Hotchkiss now grasped both her hands, for she was too para-

lyzed to meke further effort, and drew hsr upon the board, a line
with elasped hands having been formed to give them necessary &as-
sistance to the firmer ies. Thus Mrs. Miller was saved.

While this effort was succesding, Dennis Ginney had thrown a
rope &"ter the menner of the Mexican lariat over the head of hir. !
Willer,who hed by this time become so benumbed that he could not
use his hands enourh to hold it. Hs howsver,to prevent its chok-
iﬁg him, seized the rope with his teeth and by this means was slow-
ly drawn out of the water.

It hes taken some time to relate these incidents of rescue
but all the work was speedily accomplighed, yet none too soon, for
the whols fiela of iee was fast becoming too weak to hold up so
large a party.

There was great joy at the island as soon as all,--the res-
cusrs and the rescued,--were safe upon the dry land.

Lisutenant Webster and all the men were ineclined to make Max
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Wetherill the veritabls hero of the occasion.
At the next annual sncampment of Captain Wetherill's company,

*A* of the sixth infantry, at Fort Nispara, not far from Buffalo,
New York, es cepartment commender 1 had the privilege and honor of
presenting government medals to each of the ebove named rsscusrs.
There was a large assembly and a formal parade of the sarrison,

and one may imagine the pride and pleasure which Captain and Mrs.
Wetherill sxperisnced when the name of Alexander Macomb Wetherill,-
for that was Max's full name;was czlled,--

When he, covered with blushes, steppea out to the front of
the parade and received his medal of honor, a spontansous shout of
applanse greeted him. vy

His father, now thatfﬁgkés spproaching the requisite age, has
sought for the lad an appointment to a cadetship at the military
acadsmy.

We are plad indeed to notiee and reecord such noble aets of heve
oism put forth in the savins of human life; and indeed it is better
to save than to destroy.

(BFQAAL*H“ (91 FL¢}11>{;:§ET”
Portland, Oregon,
Dec. 8, 1894. Maj.-Gen. U. §S. Army,

(Retired).
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