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have the honor to submit
the following report of ope 18 of the Army
constituting the righ

: . o iy .
campaign from Savannah,

whole or
Foecptiligo by the 15th o January. Whi. he left wing crossed
Ferry, and moved to Robertsville.
that it would be impossible to Lransport
time required, whereupon the General

p8 would be sufficien and 1at the resi

Savannah, and form a junction with me at Pocatil -

place. With this understanding

issued from your headquarters. I set about

assistance in the way of transpor-

the South, Major-General Foster
so from the naval force under Admiral Dahlgren

time in the wviecinity

ere promptly and cheerful ished, and

being adapted to transporting both troops and army material,
had to be relied on mainly. Admiral Dahlgren and his officers

however promptly furnished what gun-boats they could to ferry
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Ve pushed on to Poeotaligo reaching the vieinity just at

sundowvmn. Tl.militar}r position there u'.fﬂ und similar to

every other in the eountry, a swamp in front with strong
vorks construeted. The skirmish line developed a strong
musketry fire that caused us the loss to the service of
several valuable men. One skirmish line pressed up cloge
and developed five or six pieces of artillery, if not more.
It was too late in the day for me to attempt the works.
General Bleir will confront them to-morrow yith one
division strongly enirenched, while he makes a considerable
detour with the other two, to0 turn the position. I have

requested General Foater to replace my canvas boats as soon

as possible.

Lieutenant Chandler, Gesneral Leggeti’s picket officer,

was killed this evening, and Capt. Kellogg, doing the same
duty on Genersl G. A. Smith's staff , was seriously wounded
at Garden's Corner. Eight (8) or ten (10) will probably
cover the casualties of the day,
(Signed.) 0. 0. Howard,
Major-General.

The enemy did not continue long enough to necessitate
the contemplated attack. He kept up a heavy artillery fire
till dark. At day-break we found he had abandoned his wiork
and retreated. I felt obliged to him for his position was =&
hard one to carry, being thoroughly fortifie d. The main
part had twenty-four (24) embrasures, and the march in
front of the works Vias impassible., Three pieces of artil-
lery were aftervards found near Garden’s Point. The enenmy
viithdrew hig infantry across the Salte Hatchie, and posted

1t to defend the railroad bridge. General Blair was







strongly posted along the railroad and covering the approaches

to Poecotaligo. He reconnoitred tm'fardgalkehatchie, opened

commnication with General Foster's troops at Coosawatchie,
felt forward toward Robertsville, hoping to communicate with
General Slocum and back along the Union caus ¢ way toward
Savannah.

The brigade of the I5th Army Corps was stationed at
Garden’s Corner, holding the eross-road, and watching the
erossing of the Combahee. I omitted to state in connection
vith the foregoing operatiom that the enemy destroved three
bridges fifty or sixty feet in length, and partially destroved
e fourth' in front between Garden's Cotner and Pocotaligo.
They were guickly repaired by using abandoned buildings. The
first stage in the operations assigned to me was now accom-
plished, but from the diffieulty of getting supplies through
the obstruetions at Savannah, and from the tremendous freshet
that followed several days of heavy rain, considerable delay
Was oOccasioned in other parts of the proposed plan. Major-
General Logan continued to transport the troops of his command
by water until the I7th of January, when he was directed to
march what might be left at Savannah by the Union Causeway.

A portion of one division, General John E. Smith’s succeeded
in getting through by that route. The water soon flooded the
road and it became perfectly impassible, therefore, the
General (Logan) continued to embark his command for Beaufort,
S. C. till he had ferried over evervthing except his 4th
Division under General Corse.

Major General Foster had replaced my bridge at Port
Royal Ferry. General Blair had established a depot on the
Pocotaligo abut seven miles from the railroad station, which

light draft vessels were able to reach at high water. By the
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28th of January, the I5th Corps, three Divisions being near
Garden’'s CorneTr, and Port Royal Ferry, wiwh the I7th Corps

and the bridge train was prepared to move forward in accordance

Special Field Orders No. I9. from your headyuarters, exceptin

that General Corse had been instructed to follow the Left Wing
to form a junetion with us as soon as an opportunity should

offer.

In complience with a letter of instruetions from vour
headquarters my Special Field Orders No. 25, dated January
Jan. 30tR8th, were issued, and the movements of the 29th and 30th
Pocotall8? & 11owed. General Logan encamped near MePhersonville;
6 Miles General Elair abreast of him on the river road, reconnoitre-
ing to Tenont's Branch.

A Division of General Foster's under General Hateh
occupied the position near Poeotaligo and reconnoitred toward
the Salkehatchie,bridge. The command remsined substantially
in the same position duting the 3Ist of Januarv, Bxcepting
that one Division of the I7th Corps, under Eﬁfng?Fﬁ?§l Corse,
made a demonstration of crossing the Salkehatchie in the
direction of our right rear. He effected this by cutting
wood, building fires, displaying a large skirmish line, the
beating of drums, ete. The enemy opposed a considerable

foree of infantry and artillery.

The_General-in-chief having become satisfied that the
Left Wing was crossing the Savannah, permitte d us t0 ™ sume

Feb. Istthe march February Ist. I moved General Blair to Whippy

H;g§3r¥ 3 Swemp and_Genersl Logan to the vieinity of Hickory Hill P.O.
i11.PJ0.

The former encountered the enemy’s cavalry soon after leaving

Whippy |camp and skirmished all day. Whippy Swamp Creek was reached

SYE'ER_L les







shatructed with felled

The obstructions were qui y cleared away, bridges built,

6,
about L F ‘.-‘45311.'&.1 air found the road

trees,and five sma. )ridges destroyed

the causeway corduroyed in part and one Division (Mower?’s)

moved across to the other =zide.

Lieut, ¥m.N. Taylor, Ass
wounded in the skirmish

enemy’s force was estimated at six hyndred (600) cavalry

that took the direction of Whippy?s 3wamp P.0.,and some forty
(#0) or fifty(50) more A ‘ended the crossing in Genl.

Blair’s

and
congiderable obastruections. At D his road filled with
trees continously Our men make short
joyously,and de=
claring they can remove the

make them.

The next day Ger
to Rivers’
bridge. Divisions over Whippy

14 miles.

Lo a crossing higher up opposite Ang
the right column, Un reach-
Bridge,he made a reconnaisane
skirmish line,a battery of arti

and brestworks . bridge over the Salkel

ehatchie
and thoroughly destroyed. Leaving a
regiment at this point to make a Division,Mower pushed o
¥

rer’q Bridge,five mil above, hindered the

destroying it. But was stopped

r
musketry and artillery,bearing on the narrow causeway

and all from behind works constructed on a bluff that

enough higher than the causeway to make the fire e

re the brave and excellent Col,Swayne of the

a leg,and five

h 9t} T A an'h o e S Ay e e :
th 9th Ill.Mounted Infa: ¥y lec 1€ skirmishers and made severa

gallant charges against the enemy’s cavalry,in one of which Liea

staff was wounded.

nt=Colonel Kirby of Genl. Blaix’g







Feb. 3rd.

Salker
hatchie,

Beaufort?s

Bridege 4th.

; ] B i inued is perations Genl.
The next day Genl. Bl: continue 1is pperations. Genl

Giles A.Smith’q Division was sent two mi!:ﬂ below and crossed

the 3Salkehatchie with its immense swamp and numerous
wading,while Mower confronted the works directly
infantry roadway’s a mile and a half in length,to enable him to

. 1 PR en e e e L R
turn the enemy to the north. of ficers and men worked all

; 1 of ¢ 1a Tust 1.k o6 of
day in the water and mud often waist deep. Just at dark teo of ¥

KOwer’s brigades had overcome all obstacles and got upon the

enemy’g2 right flank beyond his entranchments-- he had his rear

=
LW

tpen, and succeeded in escaping with the exception of a

prisoners, (about thirty) (8 0)reported.

Genl.Smith skirmished heavily with a force towards his right

and prevented any assistance to the enemy from Broxton Bridge.

I visited the field just after Genl.Mower had carried the

The position was as good for defense as any I ever SaW,

Wwith abattis or slashing covering its

able river with its swamp to liscourage every approach .
Genl.Blair’g loss in this action was ten or twelve,and about
seventy wounded, enemy’s loss some twenty killed,and one hundred

ifty wounded.
Corresvondent to GenL.BRlair?s movement,Genl. Logan was to have

A

reached Anglésleys Post Office

3, bu he General-in-chief held him

back,to enable the movement of the left wing to be cooperative,

4

S0 that,his head of column only reached that point
ing of the 3rd of February,the same day Genl.PForce

0

to River’s Bridge on the 4th. Genl. Logan moved two Divisions to

o WA L3

Beaufort’s Bridge ,and closed up the remainder of his column to

Anglesley?g Po: Of £1 He only reported skirmishing with
enemy’s cavalry, - heavyy roads,sometimes obstructed,and always to

corduroyed throush the awamps and low grounds .

=

L

Bridge or Bridges,as the river has aome fifteen

Beaufort’s I
Or more channels at this voint,afforded a military position of
equal difficulty with that at River’s  put the enemy abandoned

it as soon as we broke through below. G@Great pains were taken







to organize Iiiular and efficient foraging parties for each

brigade, battery &c. They were permitted to mount themselves,
and required to bribg in horses, mules, cattle and all kinds of
foed for men and animals.

They were, however, prohibited by the most stringent sanc-

ti ons from disturbing private houses, and taking such things as

money, Jjewelry, watches,and other private property that the
imperative necessity of the army did not demand. The inhabitants

had cleared away nearly all the produce of the country west of the

Salkehat-3alkehatehie. A8 soon as we had broken this line, now abundant

Chle.

othy

hatehie
11 milesi

Feb, Tth
Bamburgh

midwa
11 mi{és.

supply was opened to us. The people were terrified at the
extravagant reports regarding us, and buried everything that
they could , of value. The soldiers became very expert in
dbscovering and exuming these valuables, and always rezarded
their legitimate prize capture. In spite of every

precaution to check it, the system of foraging operated to

loosen the restraints of diseipline, and many acts were committed
that every rieht-minded 'icer deprecates.

Cn Sunday the 5th ‘eb. my command simply crossed the

river at Rivers and Beaufort’s bridges, prevaratory to advance.

}

both Corrs moved to the Little 3alkebatchie. Generszl
Logan found the enemy in some force at his erogssing near Duncan-
ville,bunt soon dislodged him and then rebuilt the bridge, 100 ft.

in length. General Blair did the same at Cowpen Ford, constructipg

bridges to the extent of(260 ) two hundred and sixty ft.

During the 7th, both Corps reached the Augusta and Charleston

R -
s

R., the 15th at Bamburh, and the 17th about four miles to the

east of Midway. The 17th was hindered én route by a barricade

] o 0 o " % -
felled trees and bridges, which were destroyed across Lemon

Swamp,







had considerabie bs ad to corduroy. The road was

c
made worse by a heavy rain.all day, that !!d commenced the night

before. On arrival at the railroad, reconnaissances were made

Lo several bridges across the Edisto. Holman's Bridge,

Binnaker’s , Cannon’s, the R. K. bridege and Walker’s were

Beverally destroved by the Snemy on e approach of our forces,
The Bth was spent in destroying the R. K The 17th Corps

destroyed from the Edist: oward Bamburg, to a point about
=

half way between that voint and Midway.

And the 15th Corps from that point on to Blackville, whole
distance about twenty-four miles. Ties were all burnt, and the
rails for the most vart twisted.

At this voint, General Logan’s 4th Division under General
Corse, formed a junction with him. The General-in Chief at this
time encamped with the 15t] Corps, near Lowry’s 3tation.
and then issued his Special Pield Orders No. 25. that required

me L0 move on Urangeburgh.

9th Thursday, Feb. 9th , General Blair moved his command to the
aker’s
Bridge

. vicinity of Binnaker?’s Bridee, his head o
11 miles, ¥ it

~

column reaching
that plaece about twelve noon. As soon as our troovs appeared,
enemy opened from an intrenched position on he other side

river with artillery and musketry. General Mower, who
advance, immediately constructed a raft and sendi
a few men secured a lodgement on the other bank.

By 8ix p. m. we had a pontbon laid, over which he began to
¢ross his infantry. He pushed on bezring to the right through
a wide swamp, the men often wading through water three feet
deep. By nine p.m. we had Zained the main land and opened a
skirmish with the enemy to the left and rear of his entrenched

emy instantly fled, and General Blajir had the

laid in the direction of







Poplar
Springs
and

bridee ~head ::-‘if:truc ted.

Simul taneous with this movement, General Logan had sent
General Hazen’s Division to Holman’s Bridge. He had crossed the
river and penetrated nearly through the swamp.above the old
bridge, when he postroned further operations
At daylight he found the
prepared the crossing of the south
place.

Cn. the lith the command marched as follows : 17th

cwed by a Diwision of the 15th, direct toward Crangeburgh.

Other three divisions o ne loth Corps toward the same point

Division led the

right eolumn and
This bridge is over the North Pork of the Edist The stream is
much of the same chs 2ter as the others in this country, in
having several channels and bordered by wide swamps. The trees @

nese sSwamps , Very many of h the cypress, are for the
most part close together, and : )rd the soldiers Some compensa-
tion for the muddy water that he

a good orotection agd nst musketry.
of the bridge General Porce developed by his skirmishers, artil-
lery commanding the main road supported as usual by infantry and
intrenchments. After careful reconnaissance, General
discovered the extent of the enemy’s skirmish line
found an open field where the main Stream ran near the west side
of the enemy. The mounted infantry were sent down to make a
demonstration at Rowe’s Bridge, and General Blair made every
preparation for forcine a crossing. General Logan moved to
Porlar Springs during the day, and pushed forward some mounted

men to Skillings®’ Bridge six miles above Orangeburg.

m 4 ] - ke L ! e ol
ihe next day, the 12th h - Corps moved to Skillings’®







Bridge where General Logan effected a crossing at two pdints,

above and below the bridge, using the Di” ions of Major-

General Hazen and Brevet Maj.Gen . John E ith. He found the
enemy strongly posted behind works across the river and SWamp.
The enemy’s position was completely turned and his retreat so
nearly cut off that great numbers of his men threw away their
arms and rank. We captuted eighty prisoners and about two hune
dred stand of arms, three of the enemy were killed and quite a
number wounded. General Logan’s 1083 was one killed and five

wounded.

Meanwhile,General Blair continued his operations, General
Giles A. Smith operating with his Division upon the direct front
skirmishing with the enemy and replying to his artillery fire
by a battery carefully entrenched, whilst General PForce gquietly
laid his bridge two miles below, crossed over to the miin land,
suddenly appearing upon the enemy’s left flank and rear. The
country was so open that the enemy were able to escape,

Blair took some ten or twelve prisoners . General Giles A.Smith
noticed the first yielding of the enemy and followed so closely

a8 to meet the head of General Force’s column near the depot.
The 17th Corps immediately set to work destroying the
toward Branchville, destroying about six miles in that direction
doon after entering the town of Orangeburgh a fire broke out in
the upper story of a store-building, the incenduary’s work was
reputed to have been dane by a Jew who was angry because the
rebel cavalry had burned his cotton. The wind was hieh and

31

the fire spread rapidly consuming the poorer-part of the town
Progress
ore if®.could be arrested. Our soldiers finally got it under

control and prevented its spreading further. Some two hundred
bales of cotton that the rebels had spared were carefully

burned by our troops

»







e next day the I3th, Gen. Blair continued the des-

truction of th’railmad, making e:}mplete.ﬂr}: up to the state

road, a distance of thirteen or fourteen miles from Orangeburg

His mounted men were sent forward to the state road and
destroyed all the trestle work and bridges up to the Santee
River. The rebels who were éfending the railroad bridge set

it on fire at their approach.
Meanwhile, Gen. Logan merched in two ecolums, one on

Caw Caw the right and the other on the left of Caw Caw Swemp,reaching
Svigmp

I2 milesSandy Run P.0. on the evening of the I4th. General Blair
Feb. 14 : i _
closed up to the same point during the I4th. One division,

San : : _ ; ;
Rundg 0 having gone on t0 improve the destruetion of the road toward

i mlleSFort. Mott, marched toward Sandy Run P. O. by the river road,
along the Congaree.

On the evening of the ISth, I wrote to the General-in-

Chief as follows:
Near Congaree Creek, S.C.

February IS5th, 18868§.
Mejor-General W, T. Sherman,
Commanding Mil.Div. of the Miss.,
General:-

General Logan advan-
ced at 7 a.m. to-day, his first Digision, Maj-Gen-Woods lead-
ing. He came upon the enemy’s cavaly a short distance from
camp, and skirmished with them, (the rebels) driving them
from different lines of rail piles till they reached the
Congaree Creek.

Conga-
ree

Creek, General Woods econfron
IO mileg

There the enemy opened with artillery upon our advance.
ted the enemy's line with his skirmishers,

and first worked to the right in order to aseertain the charac-

ter of the P0sition, and to turn the enemy’s left. Failing to







£
dislodge him, I directed Gen. Logan to develop his lines furthepr /5

to our left. g deployed one brigade of Gg‘i. ‘L'fom‘:(g; division

about a mile and a half to the left ofthe state road, and pushed
it on till the skirmish line had waded through a large swamp and
come upon the bank of the Congaree Creek, a section of DeGrass’s
battery opened on the enemy’s front just as this movement was
going on, on the flank. The rebels gave way, crossed the bridge,
seét 1t on fire, and fired on our skirmishers with artillery and
musketry from their works on the other side. Soon the skirmishes
erossed the ereek ao ut half a mile north of the bridge, when
the enemy gave way and retreated to a new line about two miles
nearer Columbia. The bridge partially burded was made passable
for infantry and artillery in about ten minutes. The eolumn
eomnenced erossing and followed up the enemy , skirmishing most
of the way. At dark, General Logan placed two Divisions in
position on the Bagh ground beyond the Congaree Creek. General
Blair moved his command to the vieinity of Taylor*s Mill. The
enemy has abandoned his frent and he will repair the bridge
aeross Congaree and be ready to eross in the morning. Casualties
of to-day in Gen. Logan's Corps are six killed and eightesen
wounded. Major Perkins, picket officer of Gen. Woods, was
wounded but not seriously. During the above operations, Gen.

J. E. Smith, made a diversion by threat#ning to eross the
Congaree at Bates® Ferry. The same vigor and boldness that have
characterized our men during the hardships of this campaign were
again exhibited to-day.

You, yourself, understand the diffieculties of the
ground. The mud, the water, swamps, the deep ecreeks and ditches
that they had to overeome in order to get at the enemy.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) 0.0.Howard,
Major-General.







Feb, I6"

Just at dark on the evening of the I5th, the enemy Iif

appeared to gre taken up a new gusition’ thoroughly entrenched,

some two or three miles south of the Columbia Bridge. During
the night he figed from a battery Just south of Columbia,near
the eity, upon Gen. Hazen’s sleeping camp, but no return shots

were fired.

On the morning of the I6th, the works in our front were

abandoned and the enemy's forece had erossed the bridges and

Saluda
S miles

they were burned. The two Corps soon concentrated opposite
Columbia and the left wing met us at the same point. It should
be remembered that the Saluda and Broad unite just below
Columba and formed the Congaree. The Congaree is very wide
and we feared that it would be difficult to bridge it safely
with the material we had, particularly as the river was very
high and verv swift.

The General-in-Chief directed me to eross the Saluda
att the factory about a mile above. A demonstration was made
by placing batteries in position to silence those before
deseribed on the other sid of the river and a section was
direeted to fire upon some rebel troops in the town. Also
at the depot to prevent the enemy from moving away trains.As
soon as the bridge could be brought um, Capt. C. B. Reese,the
Chief BEngineer threw a bridge across the Saluda under the
cover of Gen. Hazen's Division. At first the enemy skirmish-
ers gave a little trouble, but our sharp-shooters soon drove
them back to & less dangerous distance. The mounted infantry
erossed the Saluda first, supported by some infantry of Gen.
Hezen's Division, and pushed on papidly, driving the enemy

across the Broad River. The attempt was to save the bridge,

but it falled, since the bridge had been covered with resin,







Columbial,

and light wood in such manner as to burst instantaneously

into a fla.m’, and this occurred even be!;re all the rebel

cavalry had passed over. The remmant éscaped notthward.

Gen. Logan continued the erossing of his Corps during
the night, whilst he directed Gen. Wood's divieion to effeect
& crossing of the Broad. Lieut-Col. William Tweeddale,
commanding engineers undertook to get a rope across just
above the bridge in order to make a temporary ferry. The
eurrent was so exeeedingly strong, and the river so wide,
that it was very diffieult to get the rope on the other
shore. Finally he drew over a light cord ,obtained at the
faetory, and by means of it, succeeded in establishing the
rope ferry about three a.m. When General Woods sent over
boat load after boat load of troops until he had succeeded
ferrving over Col. Stone'’s entire brigade. The place where

they landed was not the firm ground , but a sort of muddy dike

beyond which there were deep ravines, now partially filled
with water. The whole bank was covered with wood and thick
underbrush, under this cecover the rebels kept a strong
skirmish line and fought with as much obstinacy as at
other points.

Our artillery wsituatedoon & high bluff, and ow skir-
mishers up and down the river, aided the brigade thrown
over. Col. Stone gradually extended his skirmish line and
them moved forward up the east bank sveeping everything
before him. Several prisoners were taken during the advanoce
About IO a.m. the mayor of Culumbia with a flag of truce
met Col. Stone and formerly surrendered the city to him.

The General-in-chief had directed e to destroy certan
publie buildings, but to spare institutions of learning,

asylums and private dwellings. 1 transmitted these instruc-







tions to Maj-Gen. John A. Logan, whose troops were to lave

charge of :‘,heQity. He directed Ma.J.Gen.’amis to hdmee suit-

able guards. As soon as the bridge was completed, I crossed
With General Sherman and rode to the tovn with him, a distance
0of about three miles. The ground was dry. The wind was blow-
ing hard so that the dust almost blinded us.

As we entered the city, the negroes and many vhite
people collected at the corners of the streets and greeted the
General with loud cheering. In the main street, was a larse
quantiiy of eotton partially consumed by fire; some men were
at work trving to extinguish the fire vith a very poor engine.
We remarked that. the loose cotton was blown ahout in gvery
direetion, and the shade trees were so ecomple tely covered
with bits of cotton, as to remind me of a grove in Maine after
& Snow storm.

The guards were carefully established in different
streets and seemed to be atteflding to their du ty very faith-
fully. I noticed a few men under the influence of liguer and
lmmediately direeted that they should be placed under guard.

I have been thus particular in narrating thesge preliminary
incidents because there followed one of the most terrifie
scenes that I have ever witnessed, and we are charged by the

rebels with its eonception.

Thinking everything was very orderly and the city
police in the best of hands, I selected & house and hoped to
Bet a little rest. But it was hardly dark before a fire broke
but in the vicinity of Maine Street and spread rapidly.

I learned moreover, that quantities of liguor had been
given to the soldiers by certain people, who hoped in this

manner to conciliate them and get their protection, and it is

eertainly true that many of our men and some of ?&r o{{iee-s
were too mueh under the influence of 1quor to allow them t







pProperly discharge their duties. Strenuous efforts were made, ,-"'ff

.

however, to a..-est the flames. General W’ds sent in a fresh

brigade and afterwards Gen. Hazen still anoths r.

During the night, I met Gen. Logan and Gen. Woods and
otheér general offiecers and they were taking every possible
measure 1o stop the fire, and prevent disorde r. Neverthe-
less some escaped prisoners ; eonviets from the penitentiary
Just broken open "army followers" and drunken soldiers ran
through house after house and were doubtless guilty of all
manner of villenies, and it was these men that I pPresume
set new fires farther and farther to the windward in the northern
part of the ecity. 0ld men, women and children with eberything
they could get out

rY

vlaces we found o

from the insults and roughness nf the careless.
Meanwhile the flames made fearful ravages, and magnificent

residences and churches were consumed in a very few minutes.

After about two-thirds of the city, all the business part of the
town, ineluding the old state-house h: been completely des-

troyed the wind shifted to the east and the fire was gtaid.

The next morning dhowed very little of Culumbia except the

blackened surface. Peopled with numerous chimneys and,.occasional

house that had been spared, As if by a miricle,
I believe that the rebels who blew up the depot scattered
the cotton over the city and set fire to it, and took no reason-

able precaution to prevent the destruction of Columbia, are

responsible for the sufferingzof the veople, NHeither the
General -in Chief nor any of his Lieutenants have ever sanctioned

any conduct so evidently against the dictates of humanity.

of the city to the







encamped to the east and south, except the ea

cliy. Dzll'ir‘_r:;.uhe. 18th and 12th the Lf“l"m’i remained in

ity of Columbia and were engaged in destroying the publi

buildings, such as the railroad depot, the arsenals, machine

shop, armory, with a large quantity of m: - ¥, a powder mill,

that had everything in running order ,

dor ammunition and ordnance stores, &c.

A list of the ordnance and ordnance

made use of from Columbia will be attached to

removinge the shells f

thrown down

E. Smith’s division.
The railtoad was destroyed
Creek by the commands of Gen.

i -

General Corse continued the work as far as Cedar Creek
and his mounted men burned the trestle work and forced the enemy
to destroy the railroad briédee the Waterees . The road was

~ 1 Bt a i M o T :] e : i & il . E . £
completely destroyed fox Leen d partially for forty.

Meanwhile + Flair w: at m the railroads

ward.

LavAas T { - = 8 - o . : 1
konday, b 'thy the command commenced its march north-
column made a detour via Robe

roads and Muddy Springs, his head

Gen. Blair followed the railroad,

having made a march of “ifteen or sixteen miles.

next day
Gen. Blair continued the same work to within five or six miles

of Winnsh A th 4 : 4
oI ﬁrJ.!'.“:_.‘.I:.’:I‘d, and the 18t Cornps -E,-ﬂr_:*;,m‘ljed with two CG]'le?“.f‘.,O'r‘_E:

at Harrison?s Craas T . .
at Harrison’s Cross wnd the other at Longtown. My headquar-

ross Hoadsz.







Feb. 22. The next day the ISth .orps woved in two columns to

Prey's Ferry

II miles. the vieinity of Pray's Ferry. General !lair continued the
destruetion of the railroad to Winsboro where he joined the
work of the 20th Corps and then closed up to Poplar Springs
Post Offiee. The work of laying the bridge aeross the
Wateree commenced at I p.m.

Our erossing at ihat point aiu not seem to be antieipa-
ted . There we found the country high and rolling, and the
banks of the river guite steep.

General Logen erossed two of his divisions after the
completion of the bridge.

23rd Thursday, the 23rd of Feb. the ISth Cor@s reached Flat
IFFlat Roek
Libepty Hill Roeks with its head of column . The I7th corps crossed

the river and encamped near Liberty Hill, with the mounted

infantry at Russell Hill.

Patterson My headyuarters with one brigade for guard, tokk an
Lross

Road intermediate position near Patterson’s Lr0ss Roads.

I2 miles

before General Elair completed his erossing of the
Wateree a heavy rain commenced and continueq all the follow-
ing night and the next day. The soil which was hard auring

the fair weather became slippery and muddy, so that it was

with extreme difficulty that the teams were worked up the

Qin | 1 3 4 5 i)
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Feb.24 : r 3 : JOQAT
Steep hills., The 24th Gen. Blair continued his parch via

| Russel Flace, and finding a straight road from Russel FPlabe
to Flat Rock, he undertook that route; but getting into an
impassible guick sand was obliged to turn back and move
further south. His head of column at night was about five

miles from Flat Rock.

Meanwhile, Gen. Logan had movedthe IS5tk Corps in three
columns , one via MeDowell's Mill, to a pount between
Willimas® Williams'and West’s Cross Roads, andthe left column by an

and West
Cross upper road to the same point, and the right column, consist-

ggailes. ing of two divisions to0 a point on Sanders® Creek. The
rain and bad roads had prevented the complete accomplishment
of each order of mapeh so that the troops were somewhat
scattered. The country after passing Flat Rocks was for the
most part sandy, with pine forests filled with numerous
roads and cross roads.

The rebel cavalry had annoved us considerably capturing
some of our foragers and a few wagons from General John E.
Smith’s division.
25th. The next day, Feb. 25th the ISth Corps continued

substantially in the same positim except that the right

column closed up to within about twelve or thirteen miles of

Tiller's Bridge., Two regiments of Gen. Corse’s Divisim
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had entefed' Camden en route and destroved a quantity of
cotton and publié 's'tﬁras.' Aftervards a party of mounted

the Camien Bridge, the depot and a Juantity of cotton.

gﬁ:ﬁéﬁ The I7th Corps reached Huff's Bridge over the Little

and Littlep, .y

The pontoon train with its guard closed up to the
Lyneh.

vieinity of Williams® Cross Roads.

During the day Gen. Logan had sent forward his mounted
infentry with instruetions to secure Tiller’'s Bridge" They
surprised and captured a camp of abouta & hundred rebel
militia, partly armed and partly not.

26th. The next day, the 26th, Gen. Blair moved to Young’s

Bridge aeross the Lynch and Gen. Logan marched mkkxk in two
columns, - oné to Tiller's Bridge and the other to Kelley's ‘
Bridge. My headguarters were with the central column. ‘
The Lynch was fringed with the usual swamps. The bridges
across the main ereek were saved, but owing to the freshets
the water had risen so as to flood the country for nearly ‘
2 mile outside the river bed. At Tiller’'s Bridge, Gen. ‘
Corse had two bridges made across the ereek immediately on

‘ his arrival, and a few wagons succeeded in getting over ‘
At Kelley’s Bridge, Gen. ;Ezep did mueh the same thing,
sending over a part of his infantry and a few wagons.

l Gen. Corse had hardly reached the main land when the forag-
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ers were fierceély h&sanlted by 'Butlerts cavalry. The
assault was sturdily met and repulsed with a loss to the
rebels of several killed and wounded. I saw a number of
horses of the enémy killed. The water rose during the night
of two feet
upwards and render the crossing impassible exeept by bridg-
ing. I had despatched the same day Capt. Dunecan with all
available mounted men that I could raise at my headyuarters
about sixty in number, with instruetions to penetrate as far
as the Charleston and Florence railrna%‘ and bra&ga%uadﬁ
by burning some of the bridges west of Florence; while at
Pray’s Ferry, news had come of the evacuation of Charleston.
The new§;§;$rnhurated by prisoners taken at Piller’s Bridge.
Lieut. McQueen, my chief of scouts, accompanied Capt. Duncan
with a evpher message whieh he undertook to send through
and had reached Mount Elon Fost Office where he was followed
by quite a large number of rebel cavalry, considerably
outnumbering his cavalry. On the approach of this foree,
he held his commend well in hand and fought desperately.
The commander or Brig-Gen. Aiken and some six or seven of
his men were killed and fifty or sixty reported wounded.

Cept. Duncan had two killed and three or four wounded includ

ing Lieut. McQueen, very severely.

1 2 3 4 5 6
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Duncan drove the enemy from the field, but thinking he
had met with too mueh opposition for his small force, '
turned baeck and reached my headyuarters the next day.

Feb. 27th The 27th of Feb. it rained all day. Gen. Blair put his

entire Corps at work, and suceeeded in bridging the approach

es to the main stream, and erossed part of his command just

at evening.

Gen. Logan had a foot bridge constructed from main
land to main land. The pontoon was puff down on the west
gide; some of the bad »laces were filled up with briek:
other parts corduroyed under water, the corduroy being
pinned. But every effort at this point was baffled by new
difficulties. We did not succeed in getting over any vagons,

the wa,t.er1 hawwar; Wwas subsiding slowly.

28th. The next day, the 28th, of Feb., the bridg#ng at
" . (‘cﬂz;-'“r“"-
Tillersville was miinn:l, end a few wagons and animals

erossed with great difficulty.
Gen. Hazen had commenced a plank bridge, promising to
i have a good one completed early the next day.
March Ist. iareh Ist the water I d subsided so much that a roadway
completely praciicable was msmpket®d finished by noon at
Tiller*s Bridge; while at Kalla]r'__f Gen. Logan finished

his plank bridge about 3.30 p.m. of nearly half a mile .

extent. But owing to a want of sufficient breadth to the

Oin I 2 3 4 5 6
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irestles, and their resting upon the guieksand, the bridge
racked over under the weight of heavy wagons, and part of it

had to be reconstructed.

Kelleytown I accompanied two of Gen. Hazen's leading Brigades as
I3 miles.
far as Kelleytown. The accident at the bridge prevented the
remainder of Hazen’s column from getting up. We found the
eountry at this point very rieh, furnishing plenty of pro-

visions for horses and men.

and. : & rch 2nd Gen. Logan concentrated his command near New
New Marke
Roeky Fo et, exeepting Corse’s division ten mil e s above at
I4 miles.
Roeky Ford, Black Creek. Near Night, Gen. Logan moved
)ng‘_g Division forward to the interseection of the New
Market road.
With ny headyuarters, I crossed the columns and encamp-
ed near Roeky Ford.
MeDowell’s Gen. Blair I d moved forward via McDowell’s to within
Ghenas._
thirteen or fourteen miles of Glewsn.
The ISth Corps now having come up to within supporting
distance of the I7th, the command was pushed forward rapidly
i da—
on the 3rd of Mareh to Chewsm.
i h 3rd -
gre r i Gen. Blair encountered only eavalry, drove them across
23 miles.

Thompson®s Creek so rapidly as to save the bridge,
stamping out the fire already kihdled.

his men
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Chevan. The Rebels were pushed by Gen. Mower’'s Division to and
Ghiore ter— |
through the town of €kevan, skirmishing all the way. They
T O Wr—

succeeded in destroying the Chewwm Eridge in spite of us.
We now learned that the left wing had driven back the
Rebel cavalry from Chesterfield the evening before, and this

Tigh aalt—
had determined Hardee to withdraw rapidly from Che®gh. The

eitizens represented that he had twenty thousand (20000)

men . He had constructed a2 remarkably strong bridge head for
artillery and infantry, commanding our approaches to
Thompson's Creek, but this could d him no good after his
line had been broken at Chesterfield.

Gen. Blair captured twenty-eight pieces of artillery,

between two and three thousand steand of arms, and a large
Juantity of ammunition.

Mek. 2nd. The General-in-Chief who had been with the left wing

Yp—
joined us at Chewsm March 4th, I865.

The pontoon was laid over the Peedee, direetly opposite

sent over to take up a position on the other side.

An expedidion was organized under the command of Col.

Williams of the I2th Ind., consisting of the 9th Ill.
ifounted Infantry, and such mounted foragers as Gen. Logan

could send. This foree was directed to destroy the depots

trestle work, bridges, &c. as far as Florence, and if possiple
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Florenece. s _ oy ,
destroy the public hitldings and stopes 4 t that place,
|
Y WS e G | ]
and then return to Chiefay, |
i
Mareh 6th. Monday March 6th, I865. I was instructed by Gen. Sher- '

man to make short marches in order to zive the left wing

the lead toward Fayetteville, and as some o f the divisiﬂn)(

vere short of bread stuffs, the first two marches wers
arranged accordingly.

Bennettsville General Blair moved to Bennettsville and used the

mills in that vieinity, while Gen. Logan encamped his com-
mand some four or five miles from the river, using Easter-
ling's , Gardnen’s and several other mills in that
Easterlingfgishborhood.
I0 miles. 1 al. Ay
Another terrible aceident occurred at ﬁhrm similar
to that at Columbia. It was a premature expfnéhicn at that
place where a large quantity of powder and shell had been
collected for the. .aurpose of being destroyed.
Gen. Wood's Infantry was resting near by at the time,
and a number of teams waiting to cross the iver. The

explosion was very loud and shook the ground for miles.

| One offieer and three men killed, and several men
‘ wounded, many yuite severely. The teams were stampeded,
and several teamsters were badly injured.

7tih. Tuesday March 7th, I865.

The next mareh was without speeial ineident. The I7th
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moved toward ﬁ&oﬂ*‘i—ﬂ‘d {0 Beaver Dam Creek. The I5th

IJ;::::& Corps, one nnlum tu Brightsville, and the other to a point

Creek ére the direct road interseets Crooksd Creek.

Brightgsville
6 mile: March 8th. Two columns of the ISth Corps united at
8t
Laurel Hi 1 Hill, sending forward mounted men to seeure and hold
Stewartsville 3
- ﬂfmidge, if possible.
The I7th Corps moved to Stewartsville, Mushed one
N.Carolina

Bivision across the Lumber River at at Campbell’s Bridge.

During the march of to-day we crossed the line from South
Laurel
Hill into North Carolina. We found plenty of forage and there
Churech
I5 miles. Seemed to be an improvement in the way of churches and

schoolhouses.

General Sherman’s Headyuarters, Gen. Logan's and mine

were near the Laurel Hill church. The building is large,
commodious , and in good répair, notwithstanding the evident
scarcity of population in this seetion of the country.

At thas point, I despatched two seouts to Wilmington,
Sergeant Amiek, I5S5th Il11. cavalry and private Quimby 32nd
Wiseonsin Infantry. Gen. Sherman sent despatches by them.

The Sergeant was directed to cross the river at Camp-
bell’s Bridge and proceed as direet®y as possible to Wil-
mington, avoiding Lumbertona and Elizabethtown. He travel-
led night and day, sueceeeded in deceiving parties of the

enemy that he met, and accomplished his journey in forty-eigh
hnu“'l

e
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I commend hime a.nd.hi's compade for the successful
accomplishment of this important mission, It railded hard
during the day, and inereased as we were going into camp at
night. After the leading division in each column had passed
over the road, it became almost impassible, in fact Juite
s0, till miles of the road had been corduroyed. \‘

March 9. Exeepting the three days at Lynches Creek
this and the day following, were two of the most tedious of
the campaign. The rain continued and the roads grew worse
and worse. The soil seemed to be sandy, and the roads
would have answered for light wagons, but after a few wagons
had passed over , the whole bottom seemed to give out and in
places if wagons left the roadway they sank to the vagon e
body in the guicksand, andwhat was particularly discouraging
our corduroy of rails or poles would itself sink dovn, and

necessitate a reconstruction. General Logan marched the

I5th Corps from Laurel Hill to Gilehrist's Bridge by two

Gilehrist's  poutes. The wagon bridge being destruyedja. pontoon

Bridge

vas laid at that point. The entire Corps erossed that

bridge, but separated into columns, one Gen. Hazen leading,

took the direet Fayetteville road, and the other ®n. John

E. Smith's Divinion‘t.ﬂak the road via Randallsville. Gen.

Blair moved from Campbell’s bridge by the right hand road
with two divisions, and sent by the direet road his other
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division under Gen. Giles A . Swmith. His two columns
Raft's halted near Raft’s Swamp.

Swiaunp
Every column encountered similar difficulty in the ,
way of roads . The left column Gen. Hazen)s being, it may

be, a little worse , the swamps being more contimuous.

Gen. Giles A. Smith was obliged to halt his train forThe
night in the road, because the soil was so porous and
treacherous.

Randallsville e dallsville

14 miles. encamped near Ran sv .

'*I']‘:E;mth The next day, March IOth, I moved out early and joined
s

Bridge Gen. Giles A, Smith and accompanied him to the crossing of

I4 miles. — vy

Roekfish Bridge or Dan’s Bridge. Gen. EBlair had simultane-
ously reached the plank road bridge three miles below.
Dan’s Bridge had been set on fire, but the fire had been
extinguished by the heavy rain so that in a few hours the

damage done was repaired. The plank road bridge was destroy

ed and had to be rebuilt.

Gen. Logan’s two columns were repairing roads mqiﬁs—
ing up all day. The heads of columns were between eleven
and twelve miles back from Dans' Bridge. Capt. Duncan with

‘ the scouts went ahead rapidly toward Favetteville and
| sueeeeded in seeuring the bridge over Little Roek Fish from

being destroyed by the rebel cavalry.
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Fayetteveélle Early the nexi morning Meh Iith I directed him to take

Meh II ¥ TLETMTE I WG

13 miles. gl1 available mounted men &t my headyuarters and scout.
tovard Fayetteville. He enoountered the enemy’s pickets

Just outside the town, which he drove beforehim easily, but

on entering the town he met a large foree of the enemy's

cavalry. The scouts were driven back and Capt. Duncan

captured. He afterwards escap%ed and reports that he was
strapped of everything valuable and in the presence of
| Hampton and Butler. ‘
@n. Giles A. Smith upon reaching Little Roeck Fish Creek
sent forward his escort and a company of mounted foragers.
They moved up to the assistence of scouts and 80t possession
of Arsenal Hill , and undertook to save the bridge aeross
the Cape Fear. While they were trying this, Gen. Smith’'s
leading Brigade, Brig-Gen. B. F. Potts commanding, entered

the town . The enemy’s cavalry withdrew for the most part

across the bridge . He however, placed in position a see-
tion of a battery and opened fire upon our skirmish lines,
the shot passing through the houses of Fayettebille.

The I4th Corps entered the City from the forthvest,
nearly simultaneous with Gen. Smith . The mayor made a

formal surrender of the City to Lieut-Col. W. S Strong of

my staff. The bridge could not be saved owing to the

complete preparation for its destruetin. Wwe found several
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of our men lying dead in the streets.
Capt. Dunean reports to me that one of the men was
badly wounded and endeavoring to w alk away without arms,

whenX the chivalrous Lieut-Gen. Hampton rode after him,

and %mkad him down with his own sabre, thus adding another
t0 his boastful vietims.

As soon as I saw Maj-Gen. Sloeum, I withdrew from the
elty and encamped outside.

Gen. Blair's column was near the town. Gen. Logan’s

about five miles to the rear.

March. The enemy made very slight e sistance to our erossing
Cape Fear.

the Cape Fear. Capt. C. B. Reese, the chief e gineer ,
selected a place for the pontoon about a mile below Fayette-

ville, and opposite Cade's Flantation.

The banks of the river are very high and exceedingly
abrupt. After the bridge was laid, the wat e r subsided
five or six feet so that 1t was with the greatest difficulty
that wagons could be gotten over. A small foree of
Cades’ infantry, a Brigade of the I7th Corps, was sent across and
Plantation = v
made a bridgehead near Msh Flantation.
My headyuarters moved across to the vicinity of Cades®

house during Monday, March IZih.

March IS* The ISth and I4th were spent in erossing the command
and in distributing what few supplies reached us from
l Wilmington by steamers.
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The verv day we arrived at F&yettwiile, we heard the
whistle of one of our steam tugs on the river. The steamer
had started immediately from Wilmington upon the arrival of
Ser_gegnt Amick with his dispatches.

Some of Gen. Bleir's men had captured a small steamer
e few miles below the city, loaded wit forage and cotton.
The next day a gun boet arrived from below , and soon after
other steamers, bringing us a little sugar and coffee, a few

shoes and yuite a quantity of oats.

March IGth. I remained at Cadés Flantation until Thursday mogning

i I5th

I6th March. While here the entire army was relieved gfrom
the large number of refugees, white and black, that had
joined us at Columbia, and during the march,

We sent down as many as wﬁe ecould by the steamers above
mentionéd. The rest by speeial direetion from vour Lead-
Jquarters were carefully organized with a guard of men going
out of serviece, and amy wagons suffieient to earry food,
the little children and the sieck.

It was a singular spectacle,- that immense column of
every color, and every possible deseription that drew out of
camp on Wednesday the ISth of Mareh, and set out for Wil-
mington via Clinton. There were four thousand five hundred

(4500) mostly negroes f_?_m my wing alone.
Since General Jolln}e_n had been gradually massing all

0in

||!-!i|||||||||||| ;|i|||!:::|||||||n::||||| Bpupepegegigng
L J | | ! U

Fr|;i|||||: | |||I|I|I|l!:!||||||||||||||
| 2 3 4 5 6




y 24 (
s Sulhs o ,.{EEhD UARTERS“DEWPEC};D Tlg'E'AS;I'&r
GOVERNOR'S ISLAND, NEW YORK.
1emsede odT .1OViY eds me agud cweda twe Ye emc o elyaidw
1c leviTis sdd 00Gy aodgabmliW moxl visdsibeomii bedusie bad
tomsota [leme & bewusGeo bed nem a*téeldl .aed o smol
.04 d00 bne epEwol diw bebsol WHic ey Woled eeliu wed a
sedls mooe bas . “"““ﬂ.ﬁ*m
wsl 8 ,981%0o Lns megue elddil s av gasgnind  2uswesde edsc
«2$8C 10 Wilneuy & 8Jiuy bns aeoia
saimeom ebgnwdl [iday G0ijednal’ a9bed te voatewss I 4401 doush
moTtR peveiiey 28w Vs swisae ods eved elidé .dowsh dpol
bad tadi (doals i syidv asemuter o vedmun eguel edd
Aovam o43 gasus boe (AEdmwiod 38 aw bemio{
-mmmﬁmwuwnﬂﬂ.
~bwed gy morl mokdestil Lakoece W jeeu edT .pedcstusm
3a440g maumam-wmmm
(5007 Crise 0) $Meioiltus WAOBA WNs bus @0EVIEs Y0 Jue
Jdode edd bas aegulide slsssl ods
to muwios senemms Jaf) - 9608s0cG: Yalupabc & aew 31
1o juo weud Jedd nokscivoses sidéeacy visve sas goloe vieve 448l
-LeW 301 Jue gee bas  dowaM Yo 48l wis vebasabeW o Guso
berbmwl evil basswedd wwol srew ewedl .aodnsld siv aodpnim

80Ls sAEY W WSt S00TPRT VLiiou (008H)
:ummﬂmq_m“m

|I!I|I|III|I|I|I|IfF'I|||I|l||||‘|“i 1 |;||||| ||4|||| |||||;r||}| ||1|||||||| I[III|lir[I|I|III.|I
ﬂm1 1 d 4 6




Meh. IS5th
South
River.

34

the troops that he could gather from Hood, from Hardee,
and from Bregg, it vas thought by the Generel-in-Chief
that he might feel himself strong enough to take the offen-
sive, particularly if he could isolate ohe of our Corps.
Therefore we departed from the usual method of marching,
whieh left each Corps to proteet its own wagon train.

Major General Slocum organized four divisions light,
i.e., with wagons onlyy suffieient to fight a battle, and
sent the general wagon train under convoy of his other two
divisions. I did the same in my umi

Gen. Slacum’s left column was d-t::-d:ed via Kyle's
landing and Bentonville - his wagon train on the direct
Goldsboro ra d.

My disencumbered divisions whieh were the ﬁ?}%"of Gen.

Logan's Corps , took the road next south oWhile Gen. Blair
with the pontoon train and surplus headyuarter wagons
pursued the route via Owensville. Gen. Logan's head of
column, Gen Corse leading, reached the South River on
Wednesday the ISth. He found the enemy’s cavalry oceupying
& strong position on the other bank.

Gen. Corse forced a erossing of the river after guite
& severe skirmish, drove back the enemy and opened the
road.

Gen. Bleir sent forward the 9th Ill. mounted infantry.
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and drove back the enemy from his bridge. 'He reported one '
, officer xilled and one wounded in the skirmish.
Meh IG. On Thursdey morning, accompanied by Gen, Logan, I left

cemp at 3 a.m. and reached Gen. Corse’s head of column just

i~
as he N erossing the South River. The disencumbered columte.

took the first practical left hand road to the nogth.

Just before marehing in that direction, Gen. Corse encoun-
tered the enemy’s eavalry supporting a few pieces of artil-
lery. Quite a severe skirmish grew out of this. The
General, however, drove the enemy across the Little
Cohera and then pursued his march as he had intended. The
road became very bad, even for our light team, vet we
succeeded in reaching the Goldsboro road above and went

22 miles. into camp. Gen. Slocum’s wagon train clos ¢d up to the

same point.

Gen. Blair reached Owensville with his head of column
The supply wagons of the ISth Corps with a small guard of
one brigade cdoseéd up to the crossing of the South River.
aiming for Beeman's Cross Road.

At night, ve learned that Gen. Slocum had met the
enemy under Hardee near kary&mnm Road and guite a battle
ensued, in whieh the enemy was driven from one line of works

17th. and ﬂuitt a number of prisoners captured.

Mareh I7th, being yet uncertain as to the results
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of the engagement of the day beforfj -1 moved forward toward
Bentonville but six miles. Gen. Lnga.n*a command wenr into
camp at Jackson’s Cross Roads, and Gen. Blair reached
Beeman's Cross Roads.

My command was then upon the Avervsboro road so that I

could mareh thither if neeessary, but the enemy retreated
from Slocum's frent during the night and Slocum renewed his

mareh toward Bentonville.

March I8th The next day, the I8th, Gen. Logen marched toward
Benton

I2 miles Bentonville and encamped near Alex Benton's about eleven
Trouble- ;

field miles south of Bentonville proper. Gen. Blair wj s not far

from Troublefield store. -
S0 pessen (Jefh Wy )
Gen. Bizir at this time was abreast of me some five or
A
six miles to the north. We had met with very little resist-

ance from the enemy driving his cavalry be fore us as

usual. The march was resumed early in the morning of the
I9th I9th.I pumsued what is called the new road whieh runs vie

Falling Cresk Church to Goldsboro. Gen. Sherman joined us

agaln during the day. Gen. John E. Smith's division led

Gen. Logan's column , the road at first appeare d to be

fair, but the ammunition wagons of the leading division
rendered it almost impassible. On arriving at Falling Creek

Church, the General-in-Chief sent me word that my column

was very much straggled owing to the bad roads, fhe leading
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a7.
brigade consisting of th®ee regiments unde® Col.Weaver with s few wagons
reaching that point t\;&;@. by twelve o’clock.

The next brigade was detained at the '“‘lll:.n; Cpeek three miles bmeck to
repsir the ford which had become impadsable. ) Recider ol

I heard heavy Tiping in the dihutio%ﬁd gent Majo® Osborn,my Chies
of ARtillezy,tc go back to the Pear Division,0enl.Hagen’s and divect him
to tha assistance of Genl.Slcocum in casa of need and also to see Gani
Slccum and axplain t.h; gsitustion of things and to call fop foxce if he
needed it,fPom the resr of QGend.Logen’s codumn,

Major Osbogn met the Genesdl -in-Chiaf enroute,the General hld just recei
ved & message from Genl. Slc:ﬂun,lmd that»he had then only & Division of
c‘%{: By, fzont ln:lg;P Lhag 'isﬁ?ls I seceived the messa
ga, Co -nﬁ 101.11. ows Infant®y ad Fapidly as possible to &

Roads near cnz s Bﬁdp He enc untefed & few hundped rebel
cavalfly bSfricaded st that point,d®ove them bHAck ac®oss the rivu and
3u¢ul|d the c®css-poads.

We very much feared that Geni.S3locum Ils having & seve®e battle,hy the o
continous sound of the arttllepy figing,but it was sun-set befope Genl.
Logan had been able to being up any considesable force. He placed ‘in
position two divisions near the point secuped %y Lt~Col. 3trong.

We at figpst undefstood that Genl.Slocum had secePed the 1ast road to
Smithfield, That being the chse the only line of petreat fo® Johnston
was via Cox’s Bgidge.

In accogdance with Genl. Shefwsan’s instPuctions I dipected ﬂonl.Elli: who
had moved beyond that Wilmington goad ,which c®osses Cox’s Bpidge,to
tugn back and meve to ouf pozition duping tha night. W

We leaned by seve®al wmessenge®s that Genl.3locum had Fepulsed seversl
assaults of the enemy and was in & position that he could hold until the
Right Wing should asrive. GOeni.Boghn sent Hagen’, Division by the most
direct route tc Genl. Siocum’y position. This Division gesched him by asy -
light of the 20th. lrnl &m sent & foh- to ‘wake the enemy destyoy
Cox’g Bpidge &nd commaenced his nagch. _Iinl Wood’s Division leading
toward Bentonville by the siver romd. Oenl.Blaip closed up so that I
had & continous coluiﬁ- We vegy soon muiﬁm the ‘“E‘_‘J'“ cCaAvalry
that Pasisited as stubbelﬂt A3 cavalry i: able t.o do. This wls not how-
eber any check to the wA¥ch cinee the skifwishe®s kept the way oleas.
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38.

We came upén the enemy’s infent®y “etween ten and eleven A.M.
We had & position st the foks whe®e the fight hand ®oad leads
to Bentonville #nd the st@aight fopward road to Avershoro.

Cod. Stone’ ¢ Beigade of Bend.#cod’s Division had & bPisk

sk¥#hieh at this point but m,s i 1ju.-d the enemy’fgom this position.
14 piles. We wepe tc the pesr and left of Johnston’s position while fightig

Mag. 3¢.

ing Slccum the day bvefoge ,blit being aporeised of oup coming he
had thrown back his left flank so &s to form & bridge-hesd,with
Mill Cpeex in his Sear. In this pifce he #8s capefully ent¥ench-
ed. As scon as pcssible Gerld.Logén put his command in position
forming & junction with ._l_nql_._m*&thc WAs on the gight of

the Left Wing,th®ee division- in fgont and one in Fesefve.

Gend. Bigi® took post on his Fight and watched his ®ight flenk,

Duping the :9th and Lieut.3hegby,3ignad Office®,Capt -Gilbreth
of my staff,Mnd Capt,Howsl of Geni.logen’s with the scouts and
vhat othe® wmounted men thay could mh...nd- & Feconngisance
the tosm. They found howaeves thn tnnu 1n mtmchunts tc the
southwest of the Newse,covesing the wagon and sgilgosd bridges.

After skigwishing the enemy abanicned these positions and
dest®cyed the bridges by fige. TFoupr or five prisonefs were talken
and twe of three wounded. .

Tvesday Ma¥ch 2ist 1865,3kigmishing,mofe of less continugd duing
the #hole night. Ea®ly intthe mofming Genl.Blsip extended his
line towa®d the Pight,piMcing in position his thPee divisions,Genl
Mowe®’s on the right.

Qg_m s 1ine whs Pelocsted and thofoughly fortified,
artiliery veing placed in pamicm on I_._n;!.._‘lc_si:l'a and QGenl.Corse’s
fromt. PA SR

At about midday Genl.Mowe® worked his WAy &c®oss the swamps
in his fyent and suddenly Appeared with two bPigades wpon the
enemy’s left fl@nk. His skigmishe®s wefe within nusket®y range
of Johmston®s ondy 1%ne of petrest. Mowe® however being further
feom supvort than he intended and finding the enemy massing his
txcops against him in such fofce Ms almost to envelove his
command Pamoved to his own left #nd Pems until the connection
with hig cofps whAs Peestablizhed. '
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The moment I heard of Mowers posiyion,I directed Genl. Blair to support
him,and Genl.Logan to push forward his skirmish }4me and the moment he
detected the an_-_n;; giving way,tic take advantage of it. I immediately
went to Genk.Wood’s fyont. The enemy’s skirmish rifle pits were taken j
in front of Gend.Weods and Cowse. '1

Trese the enemy periinaciously strove to regain,but Failed in every |
instance. The lines at points were not more than forty or fifty yerds .
apart. As the enemy used very little artillery,abd none whatever in |'
cur direct front,during the day,I concluded that he would withdraw
during the night,and therefore divected my Chief-of -Art.ﬂlnrr,lﬁajor
Osborn, to keed up an Artidlesy fire all night. This was done.

Genl.Nowes’s loss duping his charge was reported as one hundred and
sixty six,killed,wounded and mis: ing. He captured a caisson with its .
horses,and scme forty -~r fifty Cavalry horses,with their saddles and
bridles complete,

At day-light of March 22nd.,we found the enemy gone ,pursued him .

& mile,beyond Mill Creek,skirmishing with his rea® guard,and then made |
Preparations to eontinue the march,
The entire loss at Bentonville,killed wounded and missing,is as follow
1&th, Corps. Une hundred and eighty nine, (189 )

17th. Corps, Two hundred and ten, tgw}

Totad loas A

#e reached @Goldsboro by two easy warches. The L7th.Corps crossed the
Neuse cna pontoom bridge on the divect road. The L5th on another 1aid
belcw the railroad bridges. The command went into camp, the 15th Corps
cn the right,and the 17th.on the left,to the east and south of the town.

We mel General 3chofield and his command here.

Nexi day after our arrival,Saturday,March 25th.,our wagons returned from
Kinston with five days vations. As the Corps passed before the General -
in-Chief, the men presented a strong, hearty aprearance,but they were
actually in rags,and al,cst shoeless., But in les: than ten days they
were refitted with everything a scldier needs.

It is only necessa®y to mention by name my Divizion and Corps’Com- .1
manders, the work they have accomplished sPears for itself. The ser~
vice can not furmish better military men.
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Major-General John A.Logan has ably commanded the L5th.Corps,consisting
of four Divisiona a8 followss
tst.Division,Brevet Major General C.R.Wcods,
2nd, Divigion, lMajor @General W. K. Hazen, |
3xd. Division,Brevet Major General John E, 3mith,
4th. Divizsion,Brevet-Major General Johm M, Corse;.

The L17hh.Corps haz: been ably commanded by Major General ¥.P.Blair,
Hig Divisions wete:

tats Division, Major General Joseph A,Mower,

| &»d. Division, Brig-General ). F. Force,
4th. Division, Brevet Majcr General Giles A.3mith.

Hrevei Major General M.D.Leggetit conducted the cperations of the
3rd Divigion,till after taking Pocotaligo,when severe iliness forced
him tc leave the field.

I will now mention the several members of my staffjwhe have so

cheerful rendered me every asczistance as to merit substantial reward.

Colonel James Wilson, Provost Marshall General,

Cclonel J.T.Conklin, Chief Quartermaster,

Lieut~Cold. Wm. E. 3trong,ds:t, Inspector General,

Lieut~Cod. D.femick, Chief Commissary,

Major T.W.Osborn,Chief of Artillexy,

Major E.Whittlesey, Judge Advocate and Commandant of camp.

Capt.C. B. Reese, Chief Engineer,

Capt. D. H. Buel,Chief Ordnance Officewr,

Capt. . W.@Gilbreth, Aide-de-camp,

cnpt.._l‘-‘, A. T_quor, Chief 3ignal Cfficex,

Capt.A. M. Van Dyie, Az:=t.Adjt.General,
!st.Lieut.J.P. Sampson, 3ignal Corps,U, 3.A.

13t Lieut. #m. N, Taylor, 1st.Idl.Light Arty,A.A.D.C.,
tst.Lieut. Amos Sticxney, Engineer Corps,U.S.A.,
tst.Laeut.John A, Mills,Acting Asst Quartermaster.,
Lieut Joseph A.Sladen,Act’g Asst adjt Genl.,

Asst Surg.D.C,Huntington, U.3.A.Asst.Mediceld Director,
A.A.Surg. J. L. Eoover, U, 3. A. , 3taff and EL9COPL 3Jurgeon,

- "
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| I f:el deeply grateful to every member of my staff
‘ mentioned above, and shall make in their behalf special
recommendations to the War Department and to the state authori-

ties for their advancement.

‘ Lieut-Colonel Howard, my senior aide, was for the first
time during active work necessarily spparated from me in
Savannah and unable to resume his place during the campaing
as communication was severed on his arrival at Beaufort.

Capt. Samuel L. Taggart has condueted the business at
Beaufort, S. C. to my entire satisfaetion.

1 eannot close this report without specially commending
the comnissary department of the army. Lieut-Colonel Remick
chief commissary, and his assistants, the division commis-
saries have been indefatigable in securing a proper distri-
bution of what has been taken from the country, and running
mills night and day whenever it was possible, in order to
furnish the command with meal and flour.

The nature of the country has been particularly unfavor
able for signaling, as it was flat, swampy, and very vwoody,
for the most part. The signal officers, however, have
rendered me no little assistance in the collection of

supplies, making speeial reconnaissamce and cheerfully doipg
theiy hr :
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Igggigggp}_MQQEan~was designated as'my chief of seouts.
He is universally beloved and it filled us all with extreme
regret to be obliged on account of his wounds , to leave
i him behind.
i The services of Capt. Duncen of . the ISth,I1l Cavalry
‘ in the way of reconnoitering and scouting have been inval-
uable to me.
Capt. J. L. King commanding my escort company was
always ready for any enterprise. Capt. E. M. Carpenter ,
I6th Penn. Cavalry, @scaping from prison, and Joining my
steff at Columbia, rendesred me great assistance on the march |
to Fayetteville, where the way was open to join his own

command.

I mentioned the cordial and )rompt eooperation of

the body of myw report. I render my thanks to th em.

Brevet Mejor-General Saxton and his officers gave us a
hearty welcome to Beaufort and rendered us every assistance
in the way of supplies, camps and yuarters.

While I entertain great admiration for the officers,

and men to whom we owe so mueh, I cannot fail to recognize

and acknowledge the hand of @od in all our sucecess.
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alld to express the convietion that He is condueting us
steadlly anu surely through this mighty revolution.
It is by being and aeting coineident with his mighty

purposes that we shall finally prevail.
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Appeniiz—
Aprended tc thiz report woll Ye found & statietical Record of
the amomnts of captures,prcperty destroyed and casualties, |
Accompanying it please notice the report of the Chief of Artill
erysChief Engineer,Medical Director,,Chief of Ordnance, and that
of the Provost-Marshall General.

Number of milez marched............. 463,
Average per day for ehcle time........8-19/100.
” » actual ma¥ching...... 13-23/1C0.
Casualties.
Killed,wounded and missinge......... 983.
Priscmers captur®de. ... ...cnvvven.s 1,287,
i 3ubaistence store captured.
T g R G o A VL AR S S 927, 0CcC.
R R S L S AU S S G, 67C, CO0,
SR DI 5 = s oih s h v s nsn s Pre vikie s en s T97,8CC.
PR S e o S Y S 1,9C0C
R R R T S S 3C,5CC
Beans. . 1,4C0C,
Total number of 1ha. 2,428, 3CC,
Forage.
| FOWRERS - OF GUINSE <+« v v ias ovsiosan oib's . %y 807, 326.
FORmdg of FORMIN S« crscsvrsnonina 2y TB5, 721,

Cpdnagnce and ordnance-ztores captured

and destroyed.

PIORE of ABLARIGEES v v« 2o o0 0o v e nnss 67.
Gun carriages and caissonsSee........ 43,
RIS and MRSIBESe e e oo oo vnvnnnnns 13,920,
Cutlasses and sabPes.:.......ccv0.0.., 3,445,
Rounds of artillery amunition....... 18,835,

- " emunition,small aFms......1,230,CC0
Pounds of PO s -« ¢« -« vvessnvsnns 7C4 850,

|
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST,
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Prcopetty Dezstroyedr

Cotton{bales) abolbecv.cvvoevr... 15,000,
Ratdrcadaf(midesd. ................. 42,
. Calfs and EnPen®s. .. .cccocovveneenn 2.
TR e R ERRRRC G SNt U PR 3co,
kefugees.
White..... b i AT T B I 984,
BOIE  v %5 ok MO v wwihs B A bk mor e n wib ¢,2C2.

Total,refugees. ... 5, 186,
Wagons and vehicles for HKefugeess... 349,
Howads and BBA88. . - - . covvvvnanrvnnas 788 .

Bridging and Cordurcying.

15th.Corps. Numbepr of bridges laide............. a1.
I7th. " Yakds of beddging 2add. ... v vvvveens B7s.
Mides of Copduroptngs . .. ... c0ovvrves 1C6.

I have the honor to be,
Very rezpectiully,
Your obedient servant,
(signed) 04 0. Howard, .
Major~General,
Commanding.
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