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A SOLDIER ON RELIGION.

“IN TIME OF PEACE IS BATTLE WITH
SCRIPTURE."

Geperal O. 0. Howard's Remarkable De-
fence of the Christian Religion—Have
Laymen the Rights of the Pulpit ?—An
Exposition of Some Religious Troths at
Which Our Clergy May Well Hearken—
A Soldier Who is a Christian, and Knows
the Bible Through and Through.

Copyrigh k Syndicate Press, New York.
OxE cannot always be writing professional

articles, even if he is a military man. __In times

of peace, when I have been able to control my
time, I have devoted a part of it to the reading

il
in

and study of the Holy Scriptures, « speciall

a view to Bible readings in a Sunday-sclio

Bo that while I may not claim to be a. the il
biblical scholar, I may claim the post of a sim
i:l_u,- wilness : that tle

a witness of somewhat

Ecriptures have accomplished under my obser-
vation, of the diffienlties 1that I have met in at
tempting Lo teach, and of the ebzcurities which
men for ages have sought in vain to penetrale
andd explain.

The Salbath w
Tieart : but in all
that Christinn peoplo

'k has been a delight to the
ts varieties it has shown me
of the lay sort ought not
to leave the Hible, the

lences of fis iruth, or the explanations of di

the discussions of evi-

cultics therein altogether lo the bishops, priests,
and deacons,

Permit me a word more of explar n why
T offer the following he
Christinn life a

rently for encroaching upon the provinee of the

my early

lenrned Tricnd rebuked me

cl At that time 1 was looking to the min

fstry. believing that loly voices were calling
clion,
f Uzzah, who simply put

| to the Ark 1 tonk hold

me in My fiiend drew my at-
tentio
forth his ha
of it

him

th

that

of God ar
oxen shook it God smote

error, and there ho
My f
in Uzzalh's case, there were ©

er declared

upon me, and has caused me to be eareful to
even in the matler of witnessing,

without aet seeming e

under
the Ark of
that there is
TOCn,

minisiry

tinctively

witnessing for Christ,

]il'\":"-"'-":\"r"'. 1

erally shoul

upon this matter a
In G

interesting  ncs

Ly -.I

fornia,

A man w

verilable gold mine, in Cali-

ret discovery of
that is, of a
We see how news of it spread abroad.

coame interested in

1 a small ¢

which
the m

ITom
it in letters to
these friends gave inf
to the public press, s
there was not

gold

on the whole world knew that

only one mine, but several mines of in
California.
It

to the off

been 08 sensi

15 of the State, to the

would have

1D Fesiraln

prescribed fanc . 08 to attemi
the witnessing concerning the Holy Bible to
ezthood, however cetablished and how-
o orEanized.
Doubtless  this

rights of

sialement Cconcerning

15 10 praciics I

but, if I m not, & m
for
Bt
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friend of mine, who has been ;
strong witnezs for God and the . B oman of
ability. has strangely encountere

He appe:

for Bi

of exclusiveness.
layman set apar
vet his testimony, clear, pos
ble,

dlis

ul indisputa-
concerning the rich mines which he has
overed e precions than the finest gold
—haz been sometimes ignored, sometimes ridi
culed by men high in place and sneered at, and
gometimes suppressed in Christian  reviews,
Permit me to be more specific concerning my
friend.

The first book of Dr. Francis W. Upham

| briong us all into the presence
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|on the Gospels;” of the two ofhers which
reame before it, " The Wise Men' and * The
Star of our Lord, " T had never heard, hut have
since had the great joy of perusing. I gai
iruth from them as to make

their chap

il
an much positive
Lhe

lers are, 1

spels a new revelation to me :
n fact, replete with wholesome relig-
jons troth ; they solve many problems hereto
fore unsolved, and these & have made me
earnestly bent on making n better known
to my personal friends,
students,

I find that Dr., Tayler Lewis said of
Wise Men'" {the Magzi
pels which hav

“The
“ Pasgares in the gos
¢ been passed over as having
it pirts of
Al i w i
them a
Wika

plereat

little interest, ns well as
the €0l
and in

power of freshness

"gatament, are presented in

such connections as (o Vi

unperceived before

eoer rends (his fool must aeguire o new

in the atudy of the Seriptures.”” 1 do not feel

that I have dipped so deep as this inimitable
cher for truth, yet I give glad

Inst forcible expression,

a soldier's
cndorsement to tlat
which certainly is also true of all the writings
of Dr. U'pham.

He has o habit which T believe is a good one
for any minister or writer upon the Bible —the
of

nssertion
W
first

where he

snbsiantial
It
Bl

hiafait |t:4|'.i||: CVery

wlhich mnkes from  he LR [T

have =1 the

YEry
page of atthew's Wilness, ™'
pays: " - gomies not to be judged, buot
L
little

Bible contlicts now

After pausing a
1]
at all times existing,
of Christ e
th oot My words,
Ehuis

sit In judrment on us.''

on thizs thought with reference tha

these proof-words

I Me and recel

wi: have

that rej
the wornds that 1 have spoken, s shall
lge him in the last day.

=T

me to page 393

Matihow

now invite yvou to turn

's Witness," wherein, ecmment-

statement fhaf for

Dr. Uy

up o Pilate,

eney Jesus wos e
* Hu-

[ things below the

et el N PEMErks ;
T Tl
sun, faey
of

i= e et of the hatred to

NN

.Itl == =0ne | 1 q i Or =i

covelin IIII'”I"' Vs

Thus mt  his
choice pages Dr Upham's last appeal is to the
Divine Word itself, and

Iy ehosen

1o passages always so

ofTered

from any pulpit
these express stale
ments of th 20
B1) Andd

which Jesus did, the

also many other th

which, il they should be

written every one, I suppose that even the world

itself conld not contain the books that should

b writlen b girmz truly
o f His disciples, wl
But thes

that Jesns

18 KW,

arec not

writi b beliowe

Christ, the Bon of God ; and that b

might have life throngh His name,

A distinguished scholar, the late Professor

B. F. Marlin, says: " This view of the nature

1l
ificant and

goapels i entirely original.

iilful view. I
a_whaols Gl feotlon

the irregular form of the Beriplure
narratives.” “And surely skeptics need not

the Evangeli: statements  be-

secutive and biographi-

quarrel w
are not o
had not the remotest intention of
furnishing biographies or histories,

But, most of all, my wish in calling attenti
to these wrilings is to bring out the religious
e wonderful—of the
truths mn ed, and put into strong
light

those on pay

inrs—which are T W
1 faets ise
friend. Look for

“Thoughts

by my
350 of the
arcument in the gospels is not made by

the Lord Himself.
tween Lhis idea of ithe gospels and every other
th diff From its root it is
unlike all partial and human ideas of the gos-
pels.
the true poy

With that power time has nothing to

Evangelists, but by

Fence 15 1Nmense,

It reaches to their source and discloses
er of those wonders of the Eternal
Spirit.
do. For Christ Jesus comes to us all in His
gospels as truly as He comes

1 Him.

i those Jews

who received or reject Hiz Gospels
of our Judge
They compel us to look upon the faee of the

Saviour, whom if we do not accept we deny.

which came to my hands was his '* Thoughts | They make to us as real and personal an appeal

Park Row, New York.

as that which Pilate made to the Jews when he
said, Feee Homoe—Behold the Man 1"

In these days, when it is the fashion to pull
to pieces the Scriptures and, instead of lifting
Christ up to the high plane of & confident faith,

the exact opposite—that iz, to be mak-
ing every effort to lower Him to the level of
the common standard of weak humanity, it
to ald-fashioned Christinng
read any portion of Dr. Upham's writings,

indeed refreshing
t
Thev induce confidence in the Seriptures, while
they careful and

study and appreciati

invite the most thorougly

A vouthful
oflicer thus

of them,
ler of a distinguished arm)
the efls of
wrilings upon hersell : ravs want {lem

by me, and T eannot begin 1o (el Wia:l_l._:.l-.-r

tlan
writes o Tning the doctor's
T
ure and help they are to me."”

I, too, rive the same testimony, which [ have
binted at with r d to thelr eifect
upon myself, and [ further believe that any
Christian man, young or old, wha popders
these writings will be quickened in his confi-
thened in his belief that
He has revealed Himzellf to us all througl our
Jeaus Christ,
many years Dr. Upham has lived =
silent life, working and thinking, Qnly

I-i"' rserve 'i|| i

before,

dence in God and stre

Laord and Saviour
For
lone
once s he broken through
letter, in January last, to the Preshyteriaon (Phila-
delphia), in which there are aome things of o
general and some of a personal nature that w
Interest my readers @ °° .\Il_\' books are paris of 1
whiol
the Bible,"
Historically

the answer to

s, for they all bear upon the conflict s to

this conflict tarns, I think, on

the question whether the Scrip

ures, siven in the

in the middle ages, can p

ent time-cycle, whose field and sweep of thouwght

iz far wider, and fill its utmost co
truths nnehs il in their essence ' glhiow
do was the aim of
Our Lord," on the

universe 1o Christ,

that they can and that th

the eszays in Star of
relation of the
al donbt as to Christianity

assailants attack the old

Their asgaults upon it muost be, can

il on the

Aslronomn
Just now thi
Covenant,

b, and will be met poind (rid ; yet, even

for the older Scripture, whick our Lord

be broken,'' the troe bat
and towers of the
ol

lines that

battlements
riress of

to the

W11 1

wa

feagments,

heretic sl hawve

dence, drawn from spe]

that it was wril

fxion

rent,
was published by
alsn prevai

. to put my name
mlist,

geveral of their ministers

ancestors of m ]

at the Meth t Book (

live on the

W
MIDErm,

wWise 'IIIIE FOBIE TN Y

earth, wished to republisl Th ige Men.”

Their proposal to

there are other
wnd  especially
But ]

in my writings ther

ght to be En

Ihe Church and Scienc will' only

further add that 5 mueh

though not all} of the thought on the conflict

life that has now
tha

as to the Bible of a

its seventy th yvear, and truths

I have sel havi

The chapters which pre

Matthew's Gospel were printed from manno

script vellow with age.’
The Ok !

Dating as far

not  2eem.
r besen out
al prind Bl

North Ameri

was editor, and som:

weeount-of it
[ir. Pea-
inls are
wish in

in the wlien
body

here given.

of the |
LW
to state onr i|:'.|-|'| sslons of an fm

portant and remarkable It i

IT'he writer savs :
thiz noticy
ok g |.|'i|||-='-|
r |

anthor, and no hint of his sta

anonvmonzly, no clew wha en Lo

the name of th
tion, condition, or residence. Even il |~||?'l-
le to tell whose book §

lisher is unable is that he

i publishing [a=nedd il

L
I

wholly

unknown writer slow in

'1'__" s

and s admirers, but it will sure o

find them in the end. The author of
l ingenious a work can afford to v
appreciation and to trost to time i na it ils
dues, "

Lt

sentences

me go on to gwive from here and there
that show, in part, gome of his im-
“One which t

that of recerenc

pressions : violumy

gives is
. Its tone is that of desp, sin-
cere, and devout belief, There is an underton
of awe and wonder, even in the closest critical
Firm as the na]

throbs all along with a tremulous piety, pnd we

discussion, falirie is. it
constantly expect that the discourse will break
into |'lT:‘:i-" andl become a pealm

I'hen there is the impression which the vol- |

| tested in every way before it was in

of
at time-cyele which elosed |

=5 over into aur [pros- |

7, B

ame gives of extraordinary patience hoth in
thought and composition. The thought seems
to have been tried over and over again, and
rusied Lo
mantiscript,

it Eractne
ahle feature of the volume.

s of reasoning is another undeni-
There is scrupu-
gneas in weighing evidence, or rejection of
rrfluons details ; the writer's fervor never
him

all
carmes slatement.
vt there is no want in the volome of rhetori-
cal beauty.  There is an unconse
many of the

on into looseness of
s eloguence

guments whic
1]

is very cap-

in
tivating, anid gome of pages close nlong
Miltonic g

eussion with a sentence of indenr,

tan il e Jucld s esrrrdder T,

merit of the volume we mention
We have marked
georcs of pointed sentences which, taken SE ]
of
months of

“ilne re
—ita wonderinl PETIERR,
il !_-.'_ might become the texis of CREANE
which seem to condens
Th
;|z|5||'|'|'i:ll:'-'l' stalements as to the earliest of
Dr. Upham’s books, and especially that last
exactly true of all his

sentences

reading and observation, ™ ¢ remarkably

genlence, sttm 1O me

later writings.

It seems that Dr. Upham has had before his
mind cvery class of assailants of the Bible, and
yvet, while these assailants are very frequently
answered, they bave not been directly, person-
and solely antagonized ; for his aim and
hawi

ally
[
His 1

friends,

trafion resched beyvond assailants,

issiles have broken the prison-barg of

To show that mine is all ther a lay-

| man’s opinion, 1 could defend it by statements

the Rev., Drs, Whedon and Crosby that go
far : there liav el

| been
ling for the r of sler who have

M

ronounced than they in defence of

Holy Scriptures, a ¢ whose opinions

rislinn men & alue more highly.

They did not live long enough to give th
Wilness "' hut

a remarkable man of the same

testimony to ** 85t. Matihew's
I notice il f
,the Rev, Allred Owen, LI, once pastor
the Lafa Street Baptist Church, in the

of Detroit, then President of Dennison
LI

avetl
Granv like them of com-
manding intluence in his great denomination, a

nowerfnl reasoner, of strong common-Sense,

gpecch ag to make very im-
 the *° Wit-

Upham, wrilten from
] v Pre

inil S0 MmiETale 1n

pelemi

ita wide I Con-
But

of all impressed with e

B I"il

ey and aceuracy « ally please me,

iture of our  Lord,

the sun
Francis W, 1

EMe college as

nmys

esteemed  instructor, Professor

Upham, a man possessing ori

so steadily the study of

[-deninl m

izhed only after his de

his

Twenty years and over given to a

constant dwelling with tl

book . and
1 the gospels, meditati day and n

sl i him el e I may =1

of ealchinge their very spirit and transfusi
thi the earlicst
Evangelist and the new insight into the plan of

If

let im investiza

any one doesg not credit what

mselfl and see if
are not worthy of even
vie been able to bestow

Permit me a word more of personal witness,
Dir

greatly

Notice one feature of
1
e iy Bit

Upham’s produc-
helped

1T 1 LW L e

which has anil
rerimss [
there were *

oral gospels, '’

Then the seve

iter put forth ** the

them in a
Wark a little k
the Apostle Peter

terance formmul; man-
seript ; that
there having

s0 ; that the
.

wpel” of
arisen strong reasons for kis Iz
Apostle Paul at a peculiar crucial epoch found
a voice for his testimony through Luke ; 1
finally the beloved dizeiple hin, when

the

touches of his vivified wilnessing

that

silvered finest swoeet

lo complete

with years, gave
the e it that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed
the Messiah, the Son of Man,
(Gudl, the very Immanual of the

the Son of
wvond old Serip-
tures—the Saviour of » whole world.
Reading the last chapter of the ™ Thoughts’
yerified in my heart all this strong and e
ful presentation of mighty truth, on which
hangs the perpetuation of our ex istence and the
joy of it after the granite hills shall bave crum-
bledd to dust ; and I =ay as 1 close the volume,
* The

with this loyal prophet of America :

work of the chosen wilnesses jsat last complete,”
OriveR Orrs Howann,
Meajor-General U, 8.

Goversor's [staxp, N. Y. Hanpon.

Ay,
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