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NY VIEW OF THE SARBATH QUESTION,

In erder te eleéar the way, as w#e say in nil-.
itary campaigns, I wish te make a few persenal
statements eencerning the Sabbath ebservance.

Statement I. Certain chureh members and the

"world"® misunderstand my positien as a diseiple

LAY
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The certain church members, themselves be-
lieving that Ged has given sueh a poaitive law
or Comandment that it must be kept as unte Him,
and that ne possible deviatien frem its rigid
pPrevisiens is right, take it fer granted that L
@5 a diseiple of Christ, agree with them.
But I de nets 1T say of this reasening as the
Seripture says of all sueh things. The letter
killeth; but the Spirit maketh alive.

What is deneminated "the werld® imputes te

me, &5 a diseciple of Fhrist, a rigid, fanatieal,
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plumb=line Sabbath-philesephy which has ne Sym«
pathy with suffering and ever-tasked humanity.
In this straight-laced light they regard the
fivine law itself of "Remember the Sabbath day

te keep it hely." I answer squarely and wn=-

hesitatingly: That is net my philesephy.

Beheld! My heneat belief is the reverse, te-wit:
The Spirit ef gentleness and net rigidity, ef
kindness and net unkindness, of cemmen sense

&nd net fandBicism, of intemse sympathy with
suffering and net eruelty, of lifting the heavy
burdens frem bedy, mind and heart, and net pil-
ing wp recks of demand and stene~heaps of un~
welcome duty)

I1. All ereeds made by man enly, hewever saint-
like they may have been, ereeds manwfactured

fer sther men te scespt and earry sut, are treuhs
leneme thinga: Tt is better te ge te the head

of the stream with yeour piteher than te drink
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muddy mater. It is better te ge te the Bible.
As a disciple of Christ I have leng age pur-

pesed in my heart and faithfully endeavered te
de this: The fathers, the leaders of the dark

ages, the refermers, the christiam;: eemmenta-

ters, Cathelie, Greek, Armenian, Lutheran,

ﬂll];i, Calvanistie, and #hat-net, must net im-

pese wpen Ameriean ehrisiians their interpre-

tatien and application of Sabbath Orders.

We eannet preperly take their elubs and eud g-
el humanity with them. We must net extract all
the seur vit-;nr we ean frem their apple-juice
and make thlu irink it and eal]l it sweat eider;
fer it is net aweet ecider, it ias vYinegar. It
weuld be better te attempt By i;#!l- many de te
prehibit men frem drinking ecider at all.

We cannet Bmeperly take all the ancient sa-

vYor sut of sur fersfather's salt, and pass the
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4.
the residwe wpen men as the genuine, appetizing
article!l

5¢ mueh then fer ;5w eavalry akirmiak, the

field-elearing; let ws new fall baek wpen main
lines; and see if we ean prepare te help just a
little in the selid battle.
I11. Jews and Gentiles, Christians and Infi-
Jﬂds, Railway men and Editers, men and wemen
teilers of all deseriptions, mules and exen,
herses and demkeys, all the patient animals
that week, all, all, men and animals, that need
te laber, need alas te rest. This rest is in
pree¢ise accerdanee with the exaet law of nee-
easity, whieh, with all his fim-sightedness,
even an atheist might see,

Hew essential te mest, the daily teill Hew
sweet and remunerative the ensuing nightly rest

in sleep. It is indeed nature's sweet resterer,
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Still that daily respite is net enewugh. We
in the Army believe it demenstrable by aetual
trial , that, al) things being equal , a lenger
mareh ean be made inm ferty days by resting wmen
and animals eme day in every saven. It is a
wise law, this Sabbath law.

The law of ene day in seven, rightly inter-
preted, is a gentle, kind, leving, sympathetie,
humane law,

What a herrid tyramt, shat a seuless termen ter
of men and animals, thntgﬁpirit, whieh, te heap
up Filthy lwere, says: "Thew shalt never rest
ene day in seven. Thew shalt laber every day,
t111 thy baek is bent, thy brew is frinkled,
thy legs are weak and tettering, till thine eye
is red and restless, and thy seml like the
treubled wat:rs #hieh east Wp mire and dirt,»

The ex over-driven lags behind the yeke; the
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herse, ever-strained in raeing, peurs eut his

sweat and falls im his traeks; but the weman by

ever-#erk is erwushed and seured, wshile the man

is brewght t-ji-at fitheut pluek and witheut

hepe.

These are net faney pietures; fer the ter-
menting tyramt Spirit is abread and his ETe jeny
are seem helding plaee, stepping prewdly en eur
farms, in ewr mines and werksheps, and in the
streets of our threbbing ecities.

The tyrant Spirit is full ef resewree and de-
¢eipt. He wses aleshol, lieenteuwsness, super-
stitien, the mirage of gambling, the attraetiens
of Swmday games, Swnday theatres, Sunday revel-
ry, anything in the vast range of tempting
things, te burden peer men, wemen and ehildren,
depriving them of a true Sabbath and ether need-

ed God given rest-perieds.
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Let werking peeple lead off in this matter
a8 they de im ether matters., lLet them say te
the law-makers: We e¢laim the Sabbath-day.
Capitalists have ne mamner of right te take it
frem ws. The rieh may have their luxwries but
they shall mnet take eur Sabbath~day fer their
gain. All empleyers must give ws one day in
seven!

IV. De met wmderstand me as beasting when I
Say: "I am a diseiple of our lerd." I simply
mean that He is my teacher and I am MHis sehelan
What them dees He teaech esneerning this Sab-
bath Cemmandment?

On ene Sabbath-day this teacher, a yeung man
then abeut 31, ealling hims:1f the Sen eof man ,

toek several of his sehelars with him fer a

shert jewrney, eertainly en errands ef merey.

They erossed a wheat-field. The schelars were
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hungry, and se did shat was lawful en any ether
day than the Sabbath, they plueked the heads eof
#heat amd, rubbing ewmt the kernels with their
hands, ate them as they went aleng.

Naturally emeugh seme striet eenstruetien-
ists, like these #he in ewr war wewld break up
the w#hele eeuntry rather than mar fhe letter of
the eenstitutien, fellewsd these schelars and
teaeher, and ecemplained lowdly that in rubbing
eut the sheat and eating it they breke the Sab-
bath law. Hew quiekly the great teacher rebmk-
ed and answered them by their ewn seriptures.

David, their medel king, breke anether even

Were saered law, He entered the hely heuse

where the Tabsewaele was, and ate the shew=
bread and gave seme te his hungry seldiers,

His aet was appreved.

Again, the Priests always de abundant werk
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en the Sabbath im saerifieing; and they are
blameless. Then, as theuwgh that was net eneugh
te step every feelish ebjecter te the end of
time, the yeung teacher said:

"That in this plaee,(i.e.,in that wheat-field)
is ene greater than the Temple." The Jews rev-
erenceed the Temple abeve the eld Tabernacle.

It was te them next te Ged.

Then hew logieally fellews: "Per the Sen eof
man, (nearer te Ged than any Temple,) is Terd
even of the Sabbath-day."

We in the Army wnderstamd the gprineiple.

The President gives the cemmand, "have parade
every evening exeept Sunday". That becemes the

l1aw unte ws. Suppese he sheuld ceme te Fort

Hamil ten and when there say te the Cemmandant,

"emit the parade every alternate day." The

President had made the first law; and the Pres-







ident ceuld thus change his ewn law.

The Instituter and Geverner ef the Sabbath
¢ould and did medify the interpretatien of the
Sabbath=law, Netiee hew he rebuked the fault
finders: *If ye had knewn what this meaneth
'T will have merey and net saerifiee', ye wouwld
net have cendemned the gwiltless."

Whatever others may held te, Christians are
beund te read the eld Commandments in the light
of CGhrist's teaching. He emphasizes his lib-
erality still mere when he said again:

*The Sabbath was made for man, and net man
the Sabbath.®
Here then is the completed statube:
(a) Abstain frem werk ene day in seven.
(b) But de net make yeur rule tee rigid; fer

the rule was made for yeur best geed.

(e) Yield at enee in your ebservanee te the
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natural law ¢f neeessity.

(d) Werks of merey are net te be emitted be-
eause it is the Sabbath.

(e) The spirit ef the Commandment dewbtless
is teo make a day of rest, ene day in seven;
therefere it is ef little eensequence whether
we have the first day ef the week ealled "Our
Lerd's Day®, er the Jewish Sabbath. But all

sheuld agree te keep the same day.

New, V. In eenclusien let us apply eur

prineiples.

Here is a diseiple of Christ. MNe has his
e¢hureh and his Sunday-scheel. Tt is, &3 he re-
gards the matter and as in ehureh el lewship he
has ebligated himself,- it is his duty te ate
tend divine wership amd te help in the scheol.

Let him de ses He is setting a geod example.

His ehildren tee, are bettor off than if playing
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base ball in the swburbs ef the @ity, er hunt-
ing in the ferests. They are in better cempany
and are imbibing geed principles. They are
mere likely te grew up geed and useful men,
then these whe have ne manner of regari fer the
Hely Day.

Byt here is anether typieal man, whe is a
rewgh werking mam. He werks all the week, has
but little means fer elething, and he has ne
taste whatever fer the chureh, the scheol, er
fer eultured seciety. Will yew put hard re-
strietiens en him? Ne indeed., I would, if I
could, try te persuade him that eur lerd is his
true friend; I weuld have eur law makers pre-

sarve to him the right te rest ene day in seven

frem his hard teil; rather than be eonstantly

ferced te lese it by a hundred eruel task mast-

ers; or led te miss it by false advisers.
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€eoncerning him the true disciple of Christ must
say: He may walk threugh the fields en the
Sabbath day. He may eat grain er bread en the
Sabbath day. He may and sheuld de geed and net
evil te his wife and children enm the Sabbath
day.

But many ery eut: *Shall the day, sur rest-
day, be enly a day of wership and religieus
eullurel®

I answer: Ne. Christ eur lord did net re-
quire the day te be enly a day ef wership and
religieus eulture.

Anether, a religious cempany, asks:

"What then shall it be, & mere heliday - a day
fer wisiting and amusement?®

€ertainly this idle, mere amusement infersnce
frem Christ's teachings weuld net be fair, er

Tise,
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Semewhere between men of extreme epiniens
there are men whe are truly wise. The Spirit
of wisdem lies between extreme dectrines.

The faet is that large masses of peeple
simply cannet, with present minds and hearts,
keep the Sabbath in & Spiritwal sense.

§till eur Master says te them, tenderly, "eeme
unte me all ye that teil and are earrying heavy
burdens and I will give yeu rest.

Ok, hew T wish that all the hard werking men
and wemen in the woerld ceuld feel the pulsatiens
of our stromg sympathy fer them! We do net want
eress, dissatisfied, pessimistie, malignant,
half-erazy fanaties te have their emn way,

They eppose a Sabbath fer rest and refreshment,

beeause they hate Ged and hate man. They argue

fer libetty - but enly mean te put upen men the

heavy chains of lawlessmess and erime. They
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plead fer amarechy, They pray fer chaos. They
lead te great darkness. They leve the slime-
pits eof death,

Let the lerd eur leader breltﬁgu;nn us anew;
let Him inerease eur faith and eur endeaver, se
as te plant eur standards ef leving kindness
ameng the surging milliens,

Every whit of light we shed; every ieta eof
eculture we bring te the little ones, the be-
nighted enes, helps them the better te under-
Stand and keep the lord's beautiful rest-pre~
visien - His charming, recuperating, jey-giving

Sabbath Day.
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