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There appears te be a wide-spread eppesitien te
Fereign Missiens, net se muech ameng eur erganized Christ-
ian peeple, as ameng the neminal Christians whe censti-
tute the assembly er cengregatien, and these in Christ-

ian cemmunities whe are net "prefessing Christians.®
These, mere er less, help suppert the churches directly

and indirectly. Pasters earnestly desite their full sym-

pathy.
If you mentien the Fereign Missiens te any suech an

eppenent, he says first: "I am net in faver of Fereipgn
Missiens at all. Yeu sheuld take care ef the heme-field
first. Yeu have net sueceeded with Yeur heme-missiens,
Till yeu de se it is net cermen sense te send missien-
aries abread."

A second declaratien is: "There is se much suffering at
hand, se much peverty, extending even te little children,
that it is wreng te put benevelent meney te other uses
till the wants eof the#e destitute enes ame first met and

relieved, "
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A third declaratien is! "that there is ne unity in what
makes up christianity- and in fact Bhuddism, Cenfucian-
ism and Mehamedism are just as geed fer men as yeur ano-

maleus Christianity."

The feurth decalaratien is against the Missienaries them-
selves. "They are self-seeking, selfish men. They have

really never accemplished anything. Ne Chinese, fer ex-

ample, are ever actually cenverted. Te seck te change
the settled cenvietiens of such men is fatile. They will
pretend te a change inerder te curry faver; make meney,
learn the English language er secure some ether selfish
end, but ameng them or the Indians there are really ne
bena fide cenversiens whatever.*

If these declaratiens be true, Christian peeple are in

great errer, and eught te change their religieus theeries
and their metheds of fealing with their fellew men,

Therefere let us examine with eander and care these dee~
laratiens.
"Yeu sheuld take care of the heme-field first,»

There is, of ceurse, a degree of 8elf-leve that causes
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yeu te help yeur ewn family, yeur ewn cegmmunity, yeur

ewn State, er yeur ewn ceuntrymen prier te ethers; but
the largest humanity exemplified by Christ did net make
the limits se narrew. The neighber mest appreved was a
stranger of anether natien. Beheld eur practice and see
‘if it is net right even accerding te the mere enlightened
self-leve. Every christian man, whe endeavers te ebey
his Master, prepertiens his missienary gifts., He remem-
bers, first, the heme~church then in erder the heme-sun-
day-scheel, the heme-missien in his neighborheed and the
heme-missien fer the ceuntry. These are his first care.
He net enly gives of his meney, but what is as predieus,
he gives theught, time, prayer. Seme christians werk as
teachers, seme as singers and seme as schelars. New York
City is full ef these self-denying werkers. Other cities
abeund in them, and ceuntry distriets rejeiece in their
unfailing presence. The large prepertien eof what the
christian can spare frem his business he dees devete te

these blessed and effective heme-missienary efferts.
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Again these veluntary efferts are put ferth by every

home -igsteng
chureh, Eaeh one has erganized and extended frem Canada
.9

te Mexice, frem Maine te Alaska,

- o
But yeu reply,yeu have not dene eneugh yet., If these whe
stand back and cemplain, crf:\ tee little, tee littlfnf
such h-me-nrﬁ Why net ceme in and take held; pgive te it
yeur hearts. Let these men ef luxury whe spend theusands
upen theusands upen themselves, and seek in a myriad n;-,r:
te premete their ewn pleasure = let them step and reflec t
and ceme in with a changed purpese, namely te de what they
can te plant and keep alive christian scheels, christian
asseciatiens and churches, te send ferth and suppert,
mere and mere, true and neble yeung men in their already
premising labers. Such suggestiens shew hew te lessen
the cemplaints teuching the heme-field. We de earnestly
cevet great saerifices and extraerdinary gifts frem all
these whe prefer the heme-field, Time, prayer, persenal

laber, teaching, meney. Heme-missiens need all these.

cuch missien-werk always helps and enlarges the men and
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wemen engaged in them,

But the declaratien that we have net succeeded in
the heme-missien field is net a fair statement. It is
the same as te say that a chureh has net been sueccessful
because all whe have heard the werd threugh that church
have net been cenverted and saved, Seme will hear and
believe and seme will ge their way unchanged. Yet the
true leaven is there and is werking.

If there are in any church these whe have net bewed the
knee te Baal, i. e., if there is §enuine spiritual 1ife
in it, there is the earnest ef suecess; feor there must
have been seed-sewing and there has been er will be a
harvest. As in a single church, se in the many, se in
the entire field. In the heme-missien field there has
been abundabt and faithful seed-~sewing and in the future
there will certainly be aniabundant harvest. Had the
exactien, new put upen us, ef extraerdinary results, as a
test ef the genuineness, been put upen the Apestles, the

t'l. vl d
advancement ef the first century weuld have cendemned

rr\\,
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6.
them, They did net eenvert and evanghlize everybedy at
Jerusalem befere geing te Antilch and Cesaerea. They did
net have a very large adherance in Asia befere they had
penetrated inte Africa and Eurepe. And if yeu study the
work of evangelizing Jerusalem alene, yeu cannet help

thatceun e,
feeling the need of the return eurr-ntiﬁrr-m Ttaly and
Greece.
Se new, a clese ebserver can but netice that the return
currents ef jey, peace and hepe coming in by letters, by

"-q.._‘____‘.
reperts, by veterans visits, frem all parts ef the werld

(ineluding the islands ef the seal} that have been redeem-

ed, stir up, neurish and bless the heme~field. Good
news frem a far country was, is and ever will be pleasant
te the ear and sweet te the human heart.

"It is net cemmen sense te send missienaries abread."
This sheuld be put aleng side the next declaratien, viz:
"There is se much suffering and peverty extending even te
the little children at heme that it is wreng te put be-
nevelent meney te ether uses, till the wants ef these suf-

fering enes are first met and relieved."
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My answer is that the ebjectien gees teo far. The
duty ef relieving physical suffering is net and never has
been put upen the churches. Tt is upen the City, the
Village, the Tewn, the State, upen each of us as a citi-
zen, upen all ef us as citizens ef the ceuntry where the
want prevails. The State prevides fer the insane, the
deaf-mutes, the disabled and the erphaned.
Of ceurse benevelent hearts will de all pessible te re-
lieve physieal suffering that meets them; but they never
se censtrue their duty as te refrain frem giving presents
te their ewn children, er te keep their children frem
private scheeling, frem academic and ce) lege educatien,
because there is suffering ameng the poer. A remedy
seupght in this way frem men and wemen weuld net be pract=-
icable. Yeu may allege that yeu believe that all meney
eught te ge that way till the very poew are made cemfort-
able. This is better. All insurance en buildings and
lives, all meney fer publiec buildings and parks, all fer
the imprevement o¢f water-werks, thereughfares, as streets

and bridges etc. etec. Well, if we admit this ebligatien,
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and cendense the expressien of a man's duty te be, to
relieve his fellews frem physiecal suffering and peverty,

Even then there is a parameunt need. The seul is of mere

impertance than the bedy. The bedy is a very peor machine
o

(even if imbtlmlib:ith.ﬁt the intelligent living entity.
The seul's disease makes a man mere miserable than any
mere physical pain. Se yeu must admit that of two benev-
elent aets the ene that gives the larger relief is te be
preferred, Oh, yes! yeu say, fer these at hemel

Dees a physieian se limit himself? If he gees inte a

New Yerk Hespital, weuld he dilligently eare fer the man
bern in New Yerk and negleect the man frem Cuba?

A Japanese has ceme hither and beceme a skilful physieian,
may he net earry his remedies te Japan? Had yeu traveled
in China and found men, wemen and children there dying of
a dreadful pleague of which yeu knew the remedy, would

you witheld all knewledge of it and let them die because

they were net bern and did net live in America? Ne. Ne,

of course net! You, the ebjecter, if yeu had te beg the

means, weuld hasten te carry the great relief.
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B.
Hew much mere them is the duty upen us christians te send
the heart-remedy, the glad tidings ef great Jjey, te China,
depan and te all places where men still sit in darkness!
The ebjecters third declaratien is against eur dif-
ferences and divisiens., Families have differences, pel-
iticians de net see alike. If a cempany er bedy ceme te
abselute agreement en all pdints, it is a sign eof exces=-
sive tyranny er ef appreaching diselutien., But ehristian
differences and divisiens awe mueh less than their enemies

suppese. Twe genuine fellewers ef Christ understand thes-

e uiﬂkl . A stren tie nas em n s ¢ O

shades -fﬁfnltr-

Reecently at Cliften Springs, N, Y., seme hundred and
fifty returned missienaries, representing the varieus
churches, met and counciled tegether, and united in fer-
vent prayer. There was ne iiaa-reruhln difference of

[r =R

faith. EE:;hni ene Lerd, ene !:?har. ene Baptism. They

shewed one practical remedy fer the unhappy seuls ef men,

fer seuls at h-E:,.ni fer seuls thr-f:; CHRIST THE SAV=-

IOUR.
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10,
New as te Christianity being ne better than Bhuddism,
Cenfucianism er Mehamedism, It is easy te say Jjust that.
Seme men ameng us say that an abselute menarchy is bet=-
ter than a Republiel T will leave it te them te demen-
strate a propesitien, which appears te me to centradict
the plain facts of eur cemmen histery. New here is a
bet ter prepesitien. Our lerd Jesus Christ is a perfeet

type of manheed. The genuine fellewer of Christ apprex-

imates that type; and it is an unspeakable privilege te
be an accepted fellower of Christ. Te pattern after
Bhudda, Cenfucius er Mahemet has teubtless lifted up seme
men and natiens te seme desireable degree; but Ged's Hely
Spirit eempletely refashiens the disciples ef Jesus
Christ. He brings them eout ef darkness inte light., He
sets them in high places. He will eventually present then
0 L biwows s,

te the itrith}n his ewn likeness,

The feurth declaratien that the missienaries are sel-
fish and inefficient is simply a slander. I have had the

eppertunity te test a number eof missien statiens in Af-

rica, Eurepe and Asia, and seme where this declaratien
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11.
had been made te me befere my visit, I did net meet ene
instance where there was the least shew ef self-seeking
and nene where there g8 net evident fruit o¢f laber.
Ameng the Armenians, whe hasxe r:?q:n inte a lax christ-
ianity, the results ef missienary efferts were plainly
twe=feld. First, children and yeung peeple were taught
the better way with aucc-ﬂgj and second, a spirit ef emu-
latien stirred the eld priests and leading Armenian peeple

o AN e T seceesns
inte activity,; se that they were atrivinfh\ get better
and larger scheels and active churches of their em.

Finally, te declare that fereigners have net been
cenverted and breught te Christ is te deny the plain facts
eof histery. Of my ewn persenal knewledge, I can declare.
that T have witnessed th.el¥fj:ﬂ1l eof many men, whe have
comeé humbly and sincerely te the truth, There was ne me~
tive te deceive me. Ameng whele tribes drunkenness, li=-
centieusness, fightings and rietings have entirely disap-

peared, and in places where these crimes prevailed all

that belengs te a happy, enlightened christianity has
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succeeded. Our ebjecter has deubtless found a few hypo-
erites. }Ehe counterfit always bespeaks the neighberheed
eof the genuine cein. I have been breught inte centact
with seccres of Chinamen and Japanese and Indians whe have
given as pesitive, as cenvineing preefs ef discipleship,
as any christian te the maner bern. The heart ef a man
is wicked. We knew that; but we alse knew that a2 man may
be bern again. Yeu de net deubt the grewing attachment ef
a deg, and believe in his fidelity te his master. Why
then weuld yeu judge adversely a man whe has attained a
warm leve te Christ and helds te this Master accerding te
his knewledge: There is a manifestatien ef t-ningmyttachp
ment that eannet be mistaken.

Te us whe beléng te Christ, his cemmandment is impes
ative. He sends us te sew beside all waters., He premises
net enly a harvest if we faint net, but semehew by his
Spitit te be with us always even te the end of the world.

And again te us there is a pesitive inspiratien in the

largeness ef the field; fer the field is the whele werld.,
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0, Lerd, iur Savieur, we leng te have Thee hasten
te cenvince men ef thy presence, and pewer te help.
Keep near us and them day by day, till all shall knew Thll|
anﬁWh- sent Th?:;@%lll frem the least te the

greatest. Amen.
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