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It was a mingnlar thonght, songgested by a
question proposed to me by a friend : How
young men and women shoald live in order to
lond o pure life and be a blessing to seciety,

1 onee henrd a disconrse from one of the best |
among the thinkers, writers, and speakers in our |
conntry, Hissaobject was ** The Thonghts of the
Heart." Hissimple diction and eloguent speech
impressed me greatly, The thonghts of the heart |
he made the idea, the corner-stone of life build-
ing 1f we keep our ithoughts pare, onr words
will follow onr thoughts, and our actions will
follow our words, Butlyon say yoor demand is
Qnixotie and impracticable, No one, eapecially
A young man, cun expeet to go in and oot and
perform his daily tasks withont being constant-
ly disturbed by object lessons, by pietures, by
suggestions of books and newspapers, which
will muddy the waters of his hopes and break
up his purposes, however well formed,

Trua enough ; but always there is a way to
make the heart pure if already tainted, and Lo |
keep it pure if already cleansed. It is all that
onr Blessed Master gave us as a practieal eom-
panionship —namely, His boly, healthful, eon- |
stant, eonferring Spirit, a companionship to be
had by the honest entreaty of the saul,

Car young women are less exposed than onr
young men, partienlatly where they have sweet
families to dwell in and the constant care and
nonrishment among loving eompanions,

The Christian homes of onr land are a de-
Tight ; still; hnnman nature is hnman natare, and
one within the purest home-life will find pools [
of aelfishness to bathe in and cordons of tempta.
tion to entice, There is need here of rectifica-
tion.the same as in the lLearts of yonng men,
and it is eccomplished by the snme bons fide
ageney ; the same loving hand bas furnished the
romedy ; the spirit of the Lord is close by, ever |
rendy to be entreated,

With reference to relationship between young
men and yonng women, if pure, it is the most |
wholesome, the moat ennobling to both, Many is
the time when I have heard yonng men say, I |
cannot afford to marry.” *° Why not?' ** Be
canse [ have not means enough to properly snp- |
port two,'”

This cannot be right, While we all love to
soa a proper division of labor and respoosibility,
gome things menly and some things womanly,
yot the old way was for two young people, the
young man and the young woman, to fight the
battle of life together,

In nine cases ont of ten a voung man past |
twenty.one will do better with a good wile than |
as & bachelor ; better in the simple object of |
fortune-bnilding, or gaining a competency, and
vastly hetter in all other things which make life |
worth the living.

Donbtlesa the young woman sacrifices when

" ghe leaves her father's rool and shelter to lahor |
and to wait, to construet a new home life, and to
help her hunsband to lay new foundations of
comfort and usefulness, Yet she wonld rather |
undertake something which will call into aclive
play all her heart and all her strength, than be |
eonstantly eherished like a nseless little bird in
a pleasant nest. |

The inference must not be drawn that I be- |
lieve marriage to be the main thing to be |
thonght of by young men or young women, It |
i8 the safest for society, in its bLest interests, :
that there shounld exist a spirit of gennine inde- |
pendence, j

When a young man makes a choice of a pom.
panion for life, e does not desire to be pressed
by necessily nor by any low or sordid motive,
He offers his hand and heart with a sincers
affection, but shonld not feel as a slave nnder
the yoke, nor be called upon to> make pledges or
promises that are never to be falflled. Of
conrse, then, he wants some honorable business
and a prospective gompetency thrown into his
side of the balanece,

How much more does a young woman nesd a
feeling of independency ?  How rejoiced is every
lover of his kind that the homorable and suit-
able employments for women ara every day
multiplying, The more independant she is the
more [ree is n woman to govern her choice, and
the freer she will be to entern eo.egual partner
ship with him whom she may accept ; and if
she prefer to remain single and gain her own
livelihood, she may do so withoul fear, Itisa
good thing that her edneation is taking this tarn
—nan edncation in the arts and in the profes.
sions, which will enhanee her value in her own
¢ tecm, and make opon all who approach her
dwelling nnderatand that if she ever gives her.
self to another in marringe she must be songht
and won,

No necessities of a home and a living shall
foree her into the attitnde of acling o part.
Then after marriage (here will be not only pas-
sionate love, bnt mntnal esteem and affection,

| The single state may be blezsed, and in case of

marringe, the married state cannot then be a
enrse, It will be a source of greater joy and
blesaing,

My friend asks for rules for a happy life,
Onee the writer undertook to make a sehedule,
putting down rules for reading the Scripiures,
roles with reference to prayer, also roles con-

| ecerning the improving of the mind, in reading,

in meditation, in wriling ; bat be fonnd that he
never for any length of time conld observe
them, The demands of daily existence wera
constantly changing, and the circnmstances
rolling in like great waves, were so different
from any which he conld anticipate, that no
rigid rules of living would long apply ; but fi-
nally he has settled downtothis philosophy, “Get
into a slate of mind by prayer, so that it will be
a delight and mot o perfonetory task to stody
God's Word as opportunity cometh.”

Get into a stale of mind such that it will be
ns nataral as for water to flow from a fonntain to

| make somebody bhappier and better every day,

It means get yourself, with all yonr powers, as
near to the issues of real life as you can, plead.
ing for the Divine help. Sarely it will be given
to any sincere heart with nnstinted hand,

When my friend asks how young people
shonld train their minds to live ntight, doabs.
less it takes in those who are married as well as
those nnmarried.

There can be no nniform rales, but the sog.
gestions already mode are, T think, snfficient,
#nrely the conscience, which is a power within
n mon to enable him to see the right, and ever
presaes him to its performanes, will be a suffi-
cient index—I mean, of course, where the con-
seience is nol derkened.

The Commandments, which our Master so
emphasized when He added to them love to one's
neighbor, are to me the plnmb.line of self-ex-
amination ; if 1 ean keep them in letter and in
apirit, itis the end of trial, Probably I eannot,
myself being the judge ; bat by the Holy Spirit's
help, which ean always be drawn upon by the
uplifting of the heart, we can, day by day, get
nenrer and nearer to the plumb.line of life,

In the army, I think, wa have ample illustra-
tion of the vexation of too many commandments
—orders we call them,

Toke two companies at the same posat, each
having a full complement of officers, each hav.
ing the same rations, and substantially the same
pay. Oneof the companies affords a picture of
duty well done and of general eontentwent.
The service is apparenily easy, and at every
exercise or pablic demonstration, satisfaction

and praise are awarded, while the other com
pany is in sad contrast,

The duty is not well done, There is constant
| fretting and fanlt-finding in the command. The
service is apparently hard and irksome, and as
for public parades, the machinery of the com.
pany appears ont of joint, making the censure
and criticism of observers the rule.

An able field oficer, after a close inapection,
says that the difference in these companies is
fonnd in the manner in which they are dealt
with by the cficer in charge. While both
eompany commanders may be econscientions
men of good heart and good character, they
have strong contrasts in their idens of exneting
the performance of duty. The one sees toit
that his men understand the good and whole-
some regulations which they have promised to
obaerve, and holds them steadily and strongly
to their requirements ; but he is careful to give
as few additional orders as possible, and to
afford his men all reasonable latitnde that Le
can in the way of privilege and entertainment,
atill keeping them within the mentioned
bonnds ; farlhermors, ho carelally avoids every.
thing that we condense into the hatefnl word
espionage,  He is not ** watehing out” day and
night for fear there shonld be some minnte de-
parture from good eonduct, He dves not hear
all that his subordinates say abouk himself, nor
listen to tale.bearers, The otber commander is
perhaps as ecareful in instructing his men 9n
tactics, regulationg, and law, snd holds them
rigidly to the exact performance of duoty.

The conirast begins when he sets himself to
mualtiply orders,

The men are worried and fretted by them,
and they chafe nnder these chains, Their
privileges, if thonght of, are more frequently
ent off than allowed, Hao cherishes a thorongh
system of espionage, and is ** watching ont”
day and night to diseover the slightest derelic-
tion. He does listen to critical remarks of sub-
ordinates touching himself and his own man-
agement. Tle never thinks to repudiste tale-
benrers, and, on the whole, appears to make it
a settled prineiple to discover and punish every
minute infraction of diseipline,

Evervbody antisipates the reanlts of these two
- syatems, The one is conscientions, bol kindly
and paternal. The other is eqnally sincere, but
conducted upon the theory of the martinet.
The one strenglhens, develops, and vet cements
the good.-will and diseipline of the organization.
The other strains, weakens, and too often
breaks the links of loyalty acd serviee,

Soa soldier looks upon commandments, The
gnme prineiples run into the life of families and
institutions, In one sense the laws, even of
the Ten Commandments, may hecoma simply &
strait gate, a veritable tyranny.

Keep this law and thon shalt live,
this law and thon shalt die. Sunch is its voice,
Euat, on the other hand, introdnea the paternal
apirit, the loving fatherly hand, the sweet, mater-
nal, corrective smile, then the spme lnw becpmes
a servant and not amaster,  After the command-
ments yon hear the singnlarly gentle, yet all
comprehensive voree of the Groat Master, Love ;
Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, mind,
and strencth, and thy neighbor as thyself. Per.
mit me, then, to conclude with what a recent
writer has named the greatest thing in the
world, It is that love which is both homan and
Divine, which has its lower steps near the earth,
but its upper reaches penctrating the holiest of
holies in highest heaven,

It is this prineiple, and this alone, that will
make the young man and the young woman who
marry really eontented and bappy. It is the
solvent for all the jars that are now cropping
out to disturb or destroy the family life and im.
l peril the social existence of munkind.

j The Apostie well says : ** Now abideth these
three : Faith, Hope, Love ; but the greatest of
these is Love,'
Oniver Oris Howarn, U, 8, A,
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