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General Howard, did you notiece the mutarh;; in the "Herald»
of this morning, entitled *Our Heretie'®r

"Yes, it #as read to me by a friend whe syppathized very much
with the "Herald's viewss; but when he had read 1t to me aloud and
expressed his sympathy, I said that I thought it mast have been
written by a man out of sympathy with wital Christianity.

*Why did you think that?®

*These are the expressions of the "Herald", "The general
mind runs & little loose, pom ibly, in matters of dogmatie theol=-
07« The great body of ehureh goers geat no comfort from a purely
doctrinal semon, and under its inflietion are apt to doge. 1t is
‘Juiceless and whelly without prefit, The av erage man does net
w ant to be inatructed in a creed, but in his daily uutian."ﬁr;wdn
not know what the Herald means by 'dogmatiec theolegy','doctrinal
sermon' md®erecd’. Our Savier's language takaes different foima.
Sometimes 1t i8 direct teéeaching and sametimes parables, and often
quotations from the then existing Serijptures. There isa not a cum=

plete sontence utiered by ocur lord which does not contain ifeaching

~=for doetring isa teadi ing, and his tead ing is dectrines When
Philkips Brooks lays down a Seriptural dogma as the basis ef his
sermon, and goes on t evolve it in his inimitable way, nobedy
dozes, nobody suffers an inflietion. When Mgedy puts forth this

hath
“doctrinal peint, "He that hath the Son hath life, and he tha® not

the Son hath net liI_r&'. his expusition is full of fire, many a

weary man shakes off Whe dozings, hia eyes brighten and his heart |

| i8 lightened Iy [



“hissoi® ot ni 'i‘nhnuh et solden voy bib paiawel [s19med
"Y'stteveH 100 bellitme ,galmrom smidd Mo

doum yiov besldtagaa ofw bne i1l & Yd em of bset aevw Ji ,muX"
bra bwols vm of #Lt raeq bard od merdw Jud javelv a'hlsteH® ext sl iw
meod ovard deam i Ihguwedd T Jadd blsa I ydYaqumia rid Pomasaygxe
ol tnaktalyidd [afkv driw yitagma Y0 Sue nam 8 (d nedditv

resards dAnidd voy LIk dWe

Istemmy onT! e"himtol® sild Vo anolametyxs orlt ois eredl"
~fosrdd skismyek e ateitam nk NIdl meq  ee0uf olitifl & anua Rnim
(fouug &8 monl Ivoimed on ey atsog Aouurdd 10 yhod faeuy ol B0
ak 71 820k of Fge vi18 nelioilini ati webny kna ,nomriea faniTdoobk
don reob nam eyaie v ol «Til01g Jvorddlvw (Ifodw bns meslsdiuf
ohqﬁ‘.asjinh wiinb wid nk tud beewuo &8 ni bedounitni ed oFf Fns w
fanicioob® ,'(goloedd sitamyob® yd masem bistel eordd Fadw wond fon
JRNTE0Y FmeTe11ih me Nes susuznsf a'tolvaed 1u0 'heoo'bs "nomioe
notto bhas ,meldasisq memifemos bra Faldoesd roexlb al ri eremitemod
~mos & Jon af e1edT «ROUUS GIT92 gakimixe nedd esdd moxl aneldsleup

anddsaed nisfnos Jen aseb Holkiw baad 1wo Yd kewtediu eonelnes stely

ned¥  senitiveb ai znl dsel aid bna pni beet ml eaitiooh v0l=-
ald e aland ods pe smgol ILeunsgii92 s owoeb aysl sloond aqillidg
voedon aw eldsd imkot aid nk 7 eviove of no meoy bns  momien
aldr fdi1e1 adtrg (booM aedW oMLl TuE ne @oNlue (bodon ,mexob

s add
Yo #a od bas ,0Mil flad mel edv diad Jeis oH* Fnieq Lanizioed

& (nem o1k e [iul at nokdimoque aid ,*9%if JSem sres no? wids
viserl wid bra nefdgitd aeye akd ,eycizeb eaddl 110 medada nom usew

bonesdyil ai



Pe
Hae socn cemes into full sympathy with the speaker, for he realizes
the rellowship, the sympathy, the heart union with the &peaker,
and so with Christ.

“When Dre Tayder or Dr, Stoors tek es thia dogma, "Come unto nme,
all yo that labor and are heavy laden and 1 #1;1ﬁ?i?& you rest®,
and evolves its powerful meaning ami. applics ;L:_:E},thuﬂa who are
“Ilimtening, many a 4ul}l heart is wammed, ard many a weary head is
rdsted, When Dr. Greer, 'r. Buoth or his helper, Mr. Hall'iday,
at the St. Bartholomew Miss ion, have gathered in from fifty to ene
hundred men whe have lost all hope and are the outcasta of human
“Boéiety, and preach tu them this dogma, *"There is no name given
Unde r heaven or among men whereby ye may be saved; none but the
rame of Christ®, and they are led to give up every falae support,
evary foolish and deceitful ancherage, md thros themselves wholl'y
upen the ability and s1llingness of the Savier to help them, there
is no dozing amongst them,. Their words are not juiceless and
#holly withoud profit, It is a e¢reed that takea hold of %he: inner
mén and gives him a new hepe, a rope to cateh hold of, a buginning-J_
of a new life that in time becumes rich in its fruitage.

"The herald sriter says the sweep and drift of opinion is te=b
towmards w#hat is calléd praetical religion. Tha 1is true anough.
All of the religion of Christ is prsetical religion and-hliaya has
been, matever of 1t i8 not practical 'do e not delong. It is

‘an addenda,®
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*Wall #hat 40 vou think of the idea of trying sueh a man as
Dr, Briggs for heresy®*®

e may anawar that T think it a good thing to revise an4 correect
mere human methods at any time and in any ehureh, BRut it ahould
be done with great eare and in the spirit of tender love, last
' thome #ho are not very stable, nor very atrong in their convietions
be turnad aside into by and forbidden paths, losing the 1ittle hopa
and faith shieh they now have to sustain thems. Tf a professor
ente:rm a theolepgical ssminary and becumen a grent higtorian, and
{ndefatipable student, and thinka that he has made mome original
diseéoveries out of the depths of the NDivine Word, there is general-
1y joy and encouragement to him when he proclaims his "iisﬂn‘l’f:l"iﬂl!..
But if he contradiets the plain teaechings of the Hc-lp Serviptures,
and puts forth a teaching diametrically opposite to that shich his
brethern have constantly belteved and advocated from the days of
our Savior till now, it appears to me that he ought to tender his
resignation, that he ought to Join seme other society, one whieh
is in full sympathy w»ith him. for example, shonld one interprat
baptism to be immersion, and set forth the beliaf that ivmaraion
wes the only pomsible method of baptism, in a FPaptist theologt eal
geminary he wonld be at home; he would be weleome; and there his
work would be effective, whether he be full'y right or not, But
should the grest student befar e mentioned find himself in She
Presbyterian, Episcopal or Cenpregational seminary, it appesrs to

me that it is plain that he should resign from such seminery and
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go to the Baptist eormunion.

*The word heresy ia 2 hard mord, yet it is an old werd.
Wooster dafines it as an opinion net orthodex; and the word oitho-
d6x of course means richt, An opinion not right. An opinicn not
proper to temeh to yowng ministers, How eould there be a more
honorablae thing, then, for the gentlemen who have the trial in
ceharge, canpetent as they are acknewledged to be, to try and de-
tuimineg whether or not this novel, earmest thinker be teaching the
truth as set forth {n the Christian standard, namely the Word eof
God, or not? If they shall find that Dr. Brigeps! method 18 all
right, it #1111 be 2 great gatisfaction to him and his friends to be
sustoained, Fut if they shall find that grevious error has crept
i, that ths muthority of the Divine Word itselfl is being under=
minded, an 4 that itp teachings whieh have hreught te mankind jey
and hup;a and heaven for ages are heing so warped that they feid) of
their purpose, m 4 that young ministera are being defrauded of the
truth, their deeision, even if it rends’ the body, will ultimatikly
be w#holesome in its sffaects. ™

"Haven't yon similar troubles in what is ealled the New Eng-
land Orthodox Body e

"Yos, thers has spréang up what is called the Andover Moveme nte
The division fremted by it has Wad some 11) eff ects, especially in
the missionary fiecld. The eormhion mind te whieh the worthy Merald
rofers hag formed' its motion of future punialment mere from Nord's

pietures than from any teaehings of the seriptures or of the div-

|
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Ge
as intense #retd cdness which onds in death does not alter the
faet that there is wretchedneas which enda in death. So that with
plain, practieal problems of 1life constantly before us, and not
having discovered the glirmer through any ether religion of better
rpomines and better hopes, we should d ing, and ve do @ ing, to the
Christian faith,

*Yéu do not, thep, hold to a liberal Christiianity which Dr,.
Briggs and the Andover movement meem to favore®"

®Indeed T 40 hold to a 1liberal Chriatianity, if T understand
‘the meaning of the words, There is nothing which ecan be invented
more liberal than the religion of Christ. It 18 1ike the air =
‘breathe, like the aprings of water found all over the earth, free
and open to whosoee r will open his lungs or dip from the fountain
To take from us the teaching of Christ, to eall it no better than
the teaching of men, seem to me to he poisoning the aimesphere,

and destroying the free fontains from whieh +e drink.®
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Ge
ines w#ho believed in them, When our Savier speaks of n"great
gulf fixed{, nobedy believes that he means an ae tual gulf; ne more
dova he ever mean an actual fire or flame, The inner and gpiritu=
al things are of course oxenplified by these well chosen flguren.
¥ have heard probably two thousand clergymen in my life,& 4 1 Lave
never heard one preach shom 1 thought believed or enunciated a 1ite
ernal fire. But the Scripturss do mean something. There is de=
spair, hate, malignaney, discentent, whieh often ends in guieide,;
‘unhappiness; @ ich grows as the days po by; misery, that shows
it18ell in the fom erippled or disterted, in the features ron
which hope and love saes to have fled forever. Searcely a man of
middle age can be found #who has not seen & perdition more terrible,
mors #retehed, more terrifie, than any figures used in the Serip=
tures could smggents It 48 the provinee of the goapel and of the
ehurehes to 1ift men up out of these eonditions into their opposits
LT H W give aubstance te this life, and growing subatance to the
life #hich is beyend, The Seriptures teaeh us that men are in the
¥retchedness, in the surrow, in the despair, and every christian
foul longs te get them out ot the wretchedness, out of the sorrow,
out of the despsir, before these have RApped all the msoul's enaergy
and have becunc rigid and ( as I think the Seriptures teach may be
possible), perpetual. The objeet of religion is to make men
happier and better for their entire exintence, whether in the body

or out of the body. Ihe nese theory that there is ne sueh thing
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