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LOCOKING BACK AT BOYHOOD,

Seme of his earliest recelleciions,

by

General Oliver Otis Heward,

THE WIRST PUBLIC SPEECH, oo _—_————

T #as bern in leeds, WMaine, the eighth day eof Nevember, 1830.
Nuring the w#inter of 1833 =4 1 came to a distinet conscieusness of
myself and ef seme of my susrreundings., My father, mether and grand-
father Heward, seem then to have impressed themselves as pictures
sketched upen th e tablet of memery. @Grandfather was tall well pre-
pertioned with mild laughing eyes, white thin hair, uwsually shert
and crest like, stieking up as #hen the fingers are thrust threugh
after combing, He sften led me abeut hy the hand er tretted me an
his knee and teld me steries which went te the right spet in my
listening heart, His clay pipe #as asually in his meuth- and it
was my rival = fer it kept the child at apms=length,

Father had a keen eye under a shapggy brew, 1 »as rather afraid
of him, theugh 1 seen received evidence thai he #as preud ef seme
things wshich his sen ceuld des He never hewever, seemed fo me very
affectionate, but alvays earnest and interested, mere repreving
than praising, mereé wsatching and cerrecting than leving.

He #as tall, tev, like grandfather, but mere slender; had very dark

hair, & high ferehead and slight, reddish side whiskers.
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Mether was eof medium height, had, shen I firat remember her, resy
echeeks, dark bresn hair and her em blue eyes. She laughed and
talked and sang and yet usually was serieus with me, T guess they
211 were lewking inte the future wshen they razed inte my eyes.
What sert ¢f a man w#ill this child be? Pity, is it net, te ask
sueh a questien te¢ secvn and teo eften during the tenderest days!

After the sne# had ceme that winter vhen 1 sas three years eld
there came twe sturdy tradesmen w#ith a pung er hexed-sled, prebably
dras by twe hersea, they prepesed te huy and carry off all my fa=-
ther's surplus indian cerni It was se celd in the cern~barn that
they meved the cern~-sheller, a curieus machine, leeoking like a high
red bex w#hich was abeut as bread as leng, inte eur large frent hall.
Our heuse wsas ene of these twe stery, flattish, pyramidal reefed
structures which detted the inhabited parts of Maine fifty years
age. There were feur large reems ef nearly equal size in the main,
with a large hall=way running frem Frent te rear. Our hall was ent
in half by a partitien and deer. The cern-sheller there by the
stairs w#as as musical as a ceffee mill. I enjeyed seeing the men
turn the erank and put in the unshel] led cern at the top; and then
I was trying te cateh glimpses, threugh the cracks of the machine,
ef the kernels as they were shewered inte the bex receiver at the
bettem.

After the woerk was dene, ineluding the measuring and bagpeing,

and all had retired te the senth east back reem, and all hands had
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been warmed and refreshed by a blazing weod fire upen the hearth,
and by sueh nice welceme repast as mether happily ceuld effer,
publie attention was given te me. Hew 1 was suffered te sit up se
late, T cannet justly establish, but prebably excitement and stran-
gers [ixed this as a special exceptien. Grandfather must have sup-
gested that T ceuld make a speech., The strangers exclaimed:

"0: can that child make a speec¢hin®
Father answered.
"Well, my sen, meunt the bench and she# us #hat yeu can de."
The beneh was a lew feoet=stand with feur firm leps.
With red cheeks and beating heart his bey ebeyed the summens., The
child never dared questien an erder frem his lather.
"There, new, make yeur bew.- All right, re en."
Se T did =

"You'd scarce expect ene of my are

"Te speak in public en the stage.

"Se if T chance te fall belew

"Nemesthenes and Cicere,

"Yiew me net, w#ith a critic's eye,

"But gently pass m§y imperfectiens byl

The cheering, and laughing, and c-mmnndlti..n, made me very hap-

p¥s+ Seon 1 went te my bed in the nerth east reem, and was net leng

in passing fe the sweet dreamless eblivien ef a child's rapese.
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THE SLEIGH=RIDE ON THE POND,

At seme time, this seasen, #hen the sner was at its mest suit-
able depih, neither tee dry se as te drift, ner Be seft as te "sl-
ump", my father harneased his faverite herse te the sleigh, put
upen the ene seat, always leng enengh feor twe persens, his twe larpe
and wsarm baffale rebtes, When all things were ready even te the
heated bleck fer mether's feet, the wpper rebe #as 1ifted, mether
stepped in ever ithe fending side rail, fathel helding the reins in
his left hand and seething his restless light gray herse by gentle
merds, seized his bey #ith the ether hand and passed him te the
feet bleck near which his mether made him sit flat upen the lewer
rebe. Father quickly gained his seat and the buffale was pulled
high up their breasts ever the bey's head.

"Sgt still, Otis." Away we pe; the sSnew gives bet little uwnder the
sleigh=-runners, and sends ferth a cerisp, fresty, ringins seund,
like squeaking beets in the church aisle at sermen time; and the
swaet bells Hnund)to poer mtflikc muffled I?IH as they try te play
fer my imprisensd ears. 0Otis struggled te get his head sut fer
just ene minute,

"Ne¢, ne, my sen, its very celd. Sit still and keep yeur nose wam."
Mether's pleasant tene and the fear of a frezen nese kept me there
cezy and safe. Seen we were cressing the great "Andresceggin pend®,
It is a sizable lake new, ne bedy called it a lake in these days.
St111 it was larye enemgh, being three er four miles acress and

some nine miles leng. There ¥as a mere menetencus scund en the
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ice than en the snes, less crushing of sne# by the narrer ranners,
hellew reverberatiens frem the herse's quick and selid tread, and
mere steady jingle, jingle by the seemingly muffled bells. T sus~
pect that Otis under the buffale, warm as teast by the feet-bleck
and gretected by the rebes frem the #ind, siwting betwveen his fa-
ther and mether, with his back against the bex-seat did, as such
healthy yeungsters usually de, heard the crushing rinners, the muf-
fled bells and the herse's tread less and lesr, $111 his pleasant
dreams gradually led him te soundser slsep: 1 de net knew# w#hy that
ride acress the fields and acress the pend and aleng the way te
New Sharren, se much affected my memery, It was a great jey with
father and mether and the sleisgh te re semewhere, away frem heme.

It was an edd experience under the thick rete.

THE WIRST REMEMBERED WALIL,

It #as a great repressien te keep me there in the darkness,
but en the whele I was cenitntei, especial 1, happy w#hen just at
night fall we arrived at a tavern and methar led me threugh a dark
hall inte the cemmen effice reem, w#here there was a larre het steve,
We were there warming eurselves, shen, bey like, I left my mether,
by seme sudden impulse, and darted by a deer ajar, inte as 1 sup=-
pesed the dark hall. VNe, ne! it ~mas the adjeining deer. Nem the
cellar stairs I relled ever and ever te the pitchy bettem! My nese
#as bruised and bleeding,but, still being »=11 bundled up, 1 was

net much hurt, ne benes breken, yet the hleed and the blackness ef

B L
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ef the unlighted cellar frightened the yeungster se mitech that he
sereamed and hewled loud enough at least te reveal his unpleasant
situatien. A tall strafgger bere me aleft en his sheunlder and cen-
veyed me te my peer censecieus smitten mether. The campher and the
tewels were quickly applied, x x x #hen father, his herse having
been #el]l cared fer, appeared and saws the bleod:
"Why, Eliza, w#hat dees this meani Why did'nt yeu take better care
ef him@*® T eannet recall the words, ®ul, thaigh T reverence my
goed father, leng age have T learned that such wserds at such times
had better net be said. It is net w#2ll te jar the tender sheets ef
leve., In an instant father speke kind werds te her and me, but
the child ever remembered the sharp repreef and the mether's het

tears and trembling lips.

FROM BRIGHT JOY TO DEEP SORROW.

We rede en te Banger, the jeurney frem New Sharen is fergetten
1 recal]l my entesrances te a beantiful parler. There was a rectangu=-
lar piane and upen it a large rese-weod bex. The lady present ap-
plied a key te the side and weund i as yen wmuld a cleck. Then
she put it baek as it began te disceurse the sweetest musie my ears
had ever heard. It was but a cemmen music=bex ef large size, but
it entranced my yeung seul and remains asseciated with an early ani
exquisite pleasure.

But my few mements eof intense delight were seon fellewed by an
experience of guite a different character. There #as a sweet 1it-

tle pirl, and surely ne budding rese vas sweeter than that pretty
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child ef three years. We played teopether as children play, wander-
ing frem reem te reem, ascending the stuirway and hiding and seek-
ing in clesets and cerners., Twe bairine wsere never gayer. She
saddenly ran threugh a deer-way in the chamber over the parler and
her fingers lingered by the deeor-pest wshen with the pglad sheut ef
& yeung shepherd she pens in his last edbstinate lamb, 0tis pushed
the deer, shutting it heard. The door caught a tihy Finger of the
of the swest child and nearly ettt it astndar! She screamed #ith
{nstant Frisht and Otis ecried aletd. Quickly there appeared on the
scene of pain and gri#f an arbiter. Tt sas a yeung man en crutches.
He had ene lég akimbe, stiff and receangular, fer he was a cripgple.
He quiekly teok in the situatien. My heart was nearl, breken al-
ready, byt he scelded me $i11 vhe iren of his wrath entered inte
my pesr seul te sear §t miih scars thay are sti11 there. It was
net of course a #ase leor harshness, but fer theughtfunl sympathy and
gentle admenitien. Reugh framing is apt te damage er gpeil the

tender vine.

THE FIRST INDIAN BATTLE.

T+ was my privilege, when my grandfathsr was at heme, teo mleep
with him. 7T then ealled him grandpa. One night abent this time,
certainly befere 1 was feur, grandpa was dreaming. 1 vas Auddenly
avakensd by an unusual neise. As I opensd my eyes 1 éaupht a glimp-
se of grandpa sitting wp in the bed and strikinpg eut #ith beth hanids

te the right and left, w#hile he gave a sert eof smethered sheuts
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1 sprang up and eaught his arm and eried lustily, "grandpai grand-
pal vhat are yen deing?® My eries and pulling startled him eut ef
his trance, when he teld me that he dreamed that he was driving an
ex-ecart, that the baeck-board »as eut, and that seme #ild Indians
ware trying te ferce themselves inte the eart., He had, as he theu-
ght, in his hand a huge iren bar and #as swinging it effeetively
kKilling the merceless intruders. He might have kil led me had he
chanced te hit my head with enly his ewn pewerful arm. His strange
appearance, wvith his knit weelen steeple like night cap, and his
strange veice and aetiens that night made upen me a pheneminal im=-

pressien, Tt w#as like that of a veritable battle.

A CTEAN COLLAR - A CLEAN HEART.

My mether, w#he was habitually serieus with me, and T think
thers must have besn some special need, desired me te keep my bread
cgllars reasenably elean., T were them shining white when I went te
scheel seme three guarters of a mile tw the seuth ef us, er wvhen I
had the unspeakable delight of visiting Clark and Ellen Wecdman,
half way te the scheel, or Melven and Imey Heward en the next farm
ts the nerth, One day the little fellew was w#ell dressed and dis-
gatehed te a child's party at Melven's, and his mether casually re-
marked as a séfeguard!

"0tis yen must keep your cellar neat and clean, you knes mether #ill
have te punish yeu il yeu de net."

Yeu say such a rule is teu hard, but T have an idea that it is like
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the divine, "Thew shalt keep these my lavs and cemmaniments, slse
I #ill punish thee," Or de net seil thy heart - else Ged #il]} pln-
ish thee,

Well the child went, there #ere several children, Luey, Melvin,
lteri'{h.. Howard and prebably Charles lane. We played as beys play,
The edge of the upper fence rail is the very cheicest path fer a
beys. To step frem relling stene te relling stene en the wall-top
had the delicieus sensatiens ef danger. Te climb trees was, as al-
ways, a faverite pastime even if it rent little breeches inte shreds,
Well, this day #e feund an apple tree se¢ bent ever by the wsind,like
an eld man vhem a rhewnatic 8treke has half everturned and left in-
elined., It had lived and stiffened inte hardness in its new po-
sitien. Up and dem the reund trunk ~e ran. A* la®st by soma un-
expected push or jestle, Otis slipped eff the highest reaeh, per-
haps three or four feet frem the greund. His face was bruised and
his nese bled prefusely., Unecle Barny and Aunt Hesard ran *o the
rescue. Basinsg of Ffresh witer wsera at the bdek door of the house,
Otis was bathed and seethed while he centinued te ery lustily, 1In
the midst of his leud lament #ith clethes tern and seiled and that
#hite cellar all bleedy, Unele Barny suggested that he sas='nt much
hurt, and that he mast'nt ery se.

"Oh," he exclaimed, *"tis'nt my nese,- 'tis my cellar:” Ma said

gh'd ship me if T get it dirty.*

But this time mether was tee grieved at the weunds, as she was in
t

i’ ,_
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& Future year, the day after Wair Oaks, te think ef ar care fer the

clethes., Hew sensitive i the heart of the mest careless ehild.,
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