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""A}-""t' f-,“'T} NAVAL, PENSIONS OF THE UNITED ‘-:-TJ"L"P'% i

In the Fall of 1776, when Washington was sitting np
night gafter night, depriving himself of essentials ‘:]E:,_.p,, m_t

3
to urge by r'f:;;f:u‘,f:'{ entreaties and ar;iments, that the d\

ized and 1*easunab1‘-.- enqu 114,.—.”1‘ one measure '*.}um i

*--.. i G
o "
ly granft M has h: ecome the eorndr stone of the pension glc

Continental Canpleqs f‘"ls sh him an army,properly or rran-

=
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P

system of the United States. It was a Join' Resolntion
passed August 206, -'.rhich;s'.'t ras hoped yould seeure a Fal
pension to those soldiers who had been or should hr::’ti'is-
abled during the War of Independence,

Notwithstanding the danger, then mueh feared, of trench=|
ing upon the powers of the States,Congress 1;31'.“*‘::{ direet

- L] o
Military and Invalid Pensions for abont nine years; then
Rk bl AR LR
in 1785 the States consented and did pay the pensions on
Gengress

the recormendations of Congress,- the NP h'mbly con-

AN

fessing its inability to Talsse the necessary fundss

ﬁw Uit b, it sty
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This method was continued until September 29, 1789.

As soon as the new Constitntion was launehed and in
vopue the power of Congress to pay pensions to soldiers
and sailors was unquestioned. We then find pensions estab=

lished as such for 11I':—.'ru.ﬂ't regnularly paid by annual ap-
Proprialtlons.
All these pensions were confined to disability more or

They
leas pronouncedsand acerued by reason of service during

he war, and w~ere’ shat the Pension bureau now dernominates

Invalid Pensions.

An Aect approved April 10, 806, limited the disabilit

to "Known wounds received during the Rewolutionary War?,

an:d extended its benefits to any one in any proper service

against the common enemy.

It was not $ill Mareh 18, 1815, nearly 45 years alter the

treaty of Paris, shieh closed the Revolntion, that our
n(}."‘;"ji'-’i.‘-!.‘i saw it te pgrant service l;u'gnﬁi“ﬂf;}ﬂjﬁ avaen these
FL)
Es

were restrieted to the indigent, thereg being monitl

-

ments, for Indigent Officers $20.00% Enlisted men $5,
S
-







Under the Invalid Pension lLaws (March 23,1792, Feb. 28

1793, Mareh 16,1802 and April 10,1806G) an offiecer receiv-
ed half his pay (but not above half a ILieuntenant-Colonel I“)
for total disability and an enlisted man $5.00 per month.

It is a notahle fact that the children of Rewolutionary

soldiers never received a pension,- but the widows did so

o wntilne
for five years R marcied,

adL

Indar the Act of May 15,1828, those who served to the

vere pensionad on full 1;;1';{ the hishest not to execeed

2]
ceapta 1'1'1 ] 37 -] 13 indls I w18 1on vyas oril ¥ B Thoea
benefits were extended to gll survivers by Act of June 7,

—— . e gl

1852,
As late as June 1888, that is, 105 vears after the war

by oy .o R - :
there were a% ? Wwidows who drew pensions. During that

i : \ : wrd ouxS
year there had een added three 1"’1""‘q“" =T . = 4
== b Y- = | 1 A= ASse ages were r'especi-
A :

:

__.'r 5P = ] j ¥ ,d.
ively 84, 850 and 9%2. st soldiers draw#ing pensions

hadt ufnfﬂﬂmj Makmﬁm@mi:

Lo L Ty i X a ~
an the seneral wmilA.'-fr,_' e gged at the time of ri-.::t*.h ‘esp ect~

iyvely 102 and 101 vears The p* Ay 3 : |
J i 101 years, the Former died May &, 1866 and
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the Jlatter ]'1"33—.’1"‘.:.:".: -!.r"_;j 1867 -

Two other.veterans were gdded to the roll in 18687. They
died the one April 5, 1869 and the other March 28, 1569.
Aged respectively 108 and 105 years.

.rlh x - n

he whole number of officers and soldiers and their wid-

oWws who received the two soris, to=wit; the Invalid and
the Serviee pension for the Revolutionary War, according
to the roll of lf->:1=--, was 02,009, The amount of money paid

shorgree is § 35.50¢.0vo.
" ——

Before elosing this glimpse into the appareni liberal-
ity of our ancestors toward their soldiers permit me an
Aﬁx raet from the first annual messape of Presi-ent John

Quiney Adams, of date Dec. Gth 1825. He saysi

"The Act of 15th March, 1818, while it made provision for

many meritorions and indigent citizens who had served in

the war of independ@nce, opened a door to numerous abuses

and impositions. To remedy this, the Aet of 1st May, 1820

exacted proofs of ebsolute indigenee, which many really

in want ware uynahle, and all, susceptdble of that delieca-
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ey whieh 15 allied to many wirtues, must be deeply re-
luetant to give. The resnlt has been, that some among
the least desrving have bheen retained, and some in whom

the

requisites both of worth an<d want were combined, have

been stricken Ffrom the lists As the numhers of these ven-
erable relies of an age gone by diminish; as the decays
of body, mind and sstate, of those that survive must, in
the cormon course of nature, inerease; should not

a more

liberal portion of indulgence be dealt out to them?

May not the want in most instanees be inferred from the

demand, w~hen the service can be duly proved; and may not

last days of human infirmity be spared the mortifica-
tion of purchasing a I;'i.".'.".l;l.".-f.:*': of relief only by the expo-
sure of i1ts o#n necessitiesg?

I submit to Congress the expedieney either of providing
for individual cases of this deseription, by special en-
.y, O of rewising the Aet of the 1st of May 1820,
¥ith a view to mitigate the rigor of its exelusions in

fl-.ra\n ;‘é Sersons TU vhom charity, now bestouwed, ean scarce=
M

‘F{l‘."ﬁh theldebt of justice." Hu @as subsequent

8







to this message that the liberal lepislation of 1828 was

obtained. Snurely the prineiples which President Adams

50 admirably sety forth are of universal application.
3. i.

Then as now, the unworthy and fraudnlent elaimants crip-

j;]*?ﬁ'{s*‘ he jnst dnes of the a-'::w'!'?l'\’i*!:-'.-

1

When after the sudden deelaration of war and the break-
ing out of hostilities on the Canadian bhorder, it became

necessary te raise additional military foree, Congress

In this Aet itself we find a seetion which provided
nal pensions. It was substantially a re-enact

ment of a seetion of the law of April 10, 18306 whigs

L

slight modifieations had been repeated
\
YRR
sinee 1790. 4 M\

*"Any officer or enlisted man disable:






otherwise while in the line of his duty in publiec servicet
was to be placed on the list of invalids and receive

pensiegn, the highest rate.never to be above half a Lieut-

enant=Colonel’'s pay. For an offieer it was not 1

a excoed
half his monthly pay, the amount tuv he graded down accord-
ing to the nature of the sound or disahility; for an en-
ligsted man the highest rate was $35.00 per month with a
proportionate decrease for the lesser injuries. A larger
libverality, however, was shosn than towvard our Revolutiorne
ary sires, in that in ease of death in or by reason nf“
service not only was the widow provided for for [Five
years ,but where there was no widow (or she ceased to be a
widow) the orphan c¢hild or children under 16 years of age

4

had the desipgnated allowance.
1s most probable that this more genercus.pension
provision put into the Aet for raising troops was intend-

gd For the purpose of stimulalbing.enlistments; for -wye
offs. viie

know from history how unpopular at its outhreak that war

NES .







Again in Jannary, 1813, when 20 regimen{s more were added
to the army the same pension provision was inserted, ‘ﬂesue;’
some liberal grants to both offieers and enlisted men;

for example, refunding to officers extra expenses [or ai-

tending courts martial and for forage of horses;and to

and money walue for

At the e¢lose of the war of l:-:]r,‘{i the Act of Augnst 2
1813 extended provisions similar te those enjoyed
the general ]:H"'D;.' the regular amay,to volunteers and
militia.

When the smoke of the confliet had somewhat passed away,
with a view to getting better pensions for officers of

For
low rank :wﬂ}.\::nliﬁ*-f:ti meén, President Madison

in a _quJj{'!'i.."lI

message to Congress, Webruary 20, 1815, ventursd to sayi=
@w;c.}r-mc?iﬂ to vour eare and bhen&ficence the gallant

men whose aiu}1iE1;ep113n*.fiJirt every department of the military

service, on the land and on the water, have so essentially

contributed to the honor of the American name and

il
rgstoration of peacy

ta the

@
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*"The feelings of conseious patriofism and worth will
animate such men under every change of fortune and pur-

Il ]

311it, but their country performs a duty to itself when

o+

P

bestows thuse testimonials of approbation and applause

d

w#hieh are at onee the

revard and the ineentive to pgreat

11t no ex'ended or substantial legislation eame from Mr
i

Madison's earnest in a subsequent messape,

Bepember 15th of the same year, he again pleaded as fol-

lows: -
‘AH an improvement on our militarr establi shment,

¥11l deserve the ecnsideration of Conpress wuehher a coIps

of invalids might not be su organized and emploved as at

once to ald in the support of meritorious individuals
El

exXcluded by age or infirmifties From the existing estab-

lishment, and to preserve to the publie the benefit of

their stationary servieces and of their exemplary :‘i’lﬁc"E;.].‘.%’
The response to this is<found in *he Aet of April 14,

1816 extanding the list of pensiomns and granting lands,
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ty=seven

1812 was granted by the Government in 1371, f[if
rears aftar the ‘war closed.

The provisions for this serviee pension of $8.00 per

month from February 14, 1871, embraced all survivers,

"3

officers and enlisted Men, 1

the army and navy inecluded,
who had had a service of 60 days with some speeific cases

that had served less than 60 davys, and widows ofF soldiers

4

in that war who had been married before the elose 'of it.

Proof of loyality was required. The Aet of March 8, 187:

+ -

removed the econditions of date of marriage and of loyal-

ity, rednced the necessary serviee to fourteen days or

e

service in a battle. Widow's pensions under these Aets
were inereased by Aet of March 19, 185G, to $12.00 §The

i — ]
niNber inerdased waw 'fﬁ,‘n‘&‘id The whole number of pension
¢laims allowsd for this war (1812) is reported to be 60,
670, and the cost, tupmmlssd to June 30th 1888, has been
$306,310,256.04, The pensions of invalids and widows and

children of deseased officers and men granted under the

jeneral pension laws are not included in this sum, exeept

¥
L&






e

the invalid pension has been consolidat

where since 158Y7]

gd with the service pension. p

_ / =3 L{ 2

R. M THE MEXICAN WAR PENSIONS. . T B,
—_—— T, . ; k\a‘l V‘il‘l Uf
n

The wvataerans of xir Pamilies
have a sinilar

pension, to disabled, to the widows and

SArot oy I s

to the children substantially the half '.'-'r'-u'! system

the service pension was established January

29, 1887, 39 years after the close of the war with Mexico.

after dedueting deaths, had in-

The service pension, g
ot bl Rl ikt et
.“jt-jy, by f/?,ﬂﬂé survivors,
é é . . 3,27/ SHerves :
and ,%f} WldoWSee A total of i F+ _The total Mexicaneilar

: Kb g 4,72
sp=mmy pensioneclaims so far al lowed have been

L M ‘ %
o ol = o Tt el £
. A F: irat el . J;;-!-. e N0 W o o a WO, )
and orm 1mated *ﬁj{et st Jthe Gov *'mfn“ﬁ‘i_] 3,000,000 ,00
2, IV, THE REGURAR  ARMY..PENSIONS,

creased the rolls of June 30,

ular army has not been so
ters from the volunteers as to give

i a separate and individual histoerv.

i e e g -







m 1

there has been an oeceasional spasmodie inerease and
hen a dropping back to normal numhérs on a peace footing.
The army has alwars been more or less refreshed by numer-

ous Indian econflicts on the frontier and a few metropol-

; W 1W|

itan or' village riots. The system of pensions according
.

to the statntes established for the regnlar foree has been

4 2 &
s

111 'late years the basis for the militia and volunteers;

and the naval officers and men have been ecared fFor on a
g S

corresponding apportionment, First the half pay sustem

never excluding that of Iientenant-Golonel's pension for

e i T

fotal Alsability, and $5.00 per month for enlisted men.
Asterwards o
Ah"-l' cases rated as total disahility there Bas B==m an

Inerease to $30.00 for Lieutenant-fiolonel and upvards.
$25.00 for Major, $20.00 for Captain, $17.00 for 1st
| _ e A
Lieutenant, 815.00 for 24 Liente ant, 10,00 for Cadéte
Midshipman and e¢ertain warrant officers . and $8.00 for all
other enlisted men.
In the Pension Reports we find

grouped under the head

of Army and Navy, not only the Regnlar Amy and Navy Pen-
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\ 14.
sions bnt all pensions granted For -disability or to wid-

cw#s and children\except the various service [;H“_H‘Lmlﬁ)ﬁﬂr

therefore, we must consider the Regnlar Army as being en-

titled to Invalid Pensions nr-T'L’m
‘rLE.‘?ﬁk'l-l“ﬁ-

S, oot Cor *h...n;r-x-f‘F::r-:l'.-'-: and men sho took part

| g i abe
in the twvo wars for which serviee pensions :mwh‘r_:f:en

granteds Among these pensions are placed the very large

number granted by Acts allowing larger sums for specific

Ly —-'EQI-T@.‘Y

disablilities in the war of.the Rebellion than 1is allowed

by the general law for tofal f!i_::.-l,"tui_!:i’f.;,-'i&_-;. to

Turning to the Pensiod Report of 1888 we find a table

vhich covers a page with Figures vith this

heading:
Table VII, Statement showing the different monthly rates

of pensions_and the number pensioned at each rate of *the

L4

army and navy invalids and of the armv and nawvy widows,

minors and dependents War of 18] on tha 11 June 30th
| 1 1 1) ¢ |

'O






In that table 262 arfmy and Z7 navy invalids receive
one dol lar per rienth, while 124 armr and 29 navy receive
$72.00 per month. Between these rates of one dollar and

saeventy-two dollars there are 199 The larges

wramny outgads N e 4%

number of beneficiaries,is 69,210{at four dol lars, the ¢

next larpest 'i-lﬁ,l-i-j-i at 5;-'...["'”.]{ F:'._" spedc 1al Acts tw inva-
e

lids and three widows are pensioned at $100.00 per month;

four widows, minors or dependents at $16G,66 S~3 per m; th

three at $406.00 2=3., OEcEsss) RSeS| g

and

%= THE PENSIONS WOR WAR 0w THE RERELLION.

T T B e S i S e e i e e i B

The Aet of Congress July 22, 1861, which authorized
he Ffirst 500,000 volunteers against the rebellion,in its
g§1lxth segtion provided, that any volunteer:that might be
#ounded or disabled in service should have all the hene-
£i1%8 conferred in the regular aervice, and that the widow

or heirs in the case of death in addition to arrears of






ought Further anthority for raising vo

exceed 500,000, to be placed upon

'‘ps in the

Af}i‘:l".'l"z"'.': Aet of August 6, 1841,

lamations and orders of the President

navy, militia and wvolunteers w#shiech h:

from Marech 4, 1861 to that tim

sued

special pension provisions the gre

lled into the field

to

general basis as the regular army.
But lest there shonl be ar class

Republiglseclide

bill entitled:-

lengthy

came a law July 14
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_ R
later, down _assimllated ra
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Eefls,
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Statesman® for Julyy remarks: "In 1365

a speclal raote of $20.00 a month fer a permanent disabil-
ity to perform any manual labor was created.

In 1872 this rate was inecreagsed to £24.00 and in 1383
-

to $30.00, By this last act the private was placed upon

the same footing as the Lientenant-Colonels x % %X X
o

An offieer or any member of his cormmand is _eniitled

Fat

$100.00 For the loss of both hands, and the same principle

of equality distinguishes all the rates of 830000 and up-

wards.

When the

pension laws were consolidated in 1873, pro-

vision was made for an $18,00 rate for any disabllify less

. 4 1= i ok _— - . - . El 5 C S - £l P
ellan. that arising from the koss of a hand or foot and

 p L]

mder this rating most of the pensions have ranged Ffrom

B

are three Righer grades for non-specific disabilities.

Third grade $24.00, second grade $30,00, first prade $50.

LE

The $24.00 rate which has been spoken of already is paid







19.
(Ross- grl o i _
on aceount of permanent disabilit¥es, w~hich medical ex-
perts consider are equivalent to a loss of a hand or foot.
The $30.00 rate is awarded For disabilities incapac=
& i . - . 9 oy
itating veterans from the performance of any: manual ':.11::{_3.)

and there is a sentiment in favor of the adoption of this

rate as the basis for all ratings for non-specific dis-

To have a rate of $58.00 Ffor total disability Ffor the

i

performance of manual labor, with the intermediate rates

of $18.00 and $24.00 and another rate of $30.00 For a

total disability From the performance of any manual labor,

is & slight verbal distinetion, with a 322.00 difference,
that creates a good deal of eonfusion of thought in mil=
itary eirecles on the subjeect of penslons.

The sum of £30.00 can be divided as readily as the
sums of $5.00 or $185.00 and its adoptilon as a common starnd
ard would obviate the necessity of keeping constantly 4in
silew, Subordinate standards of stiffened joints and am-
iratatad extramities. x 2 X X X X ¥ XX xXiEX

The $50.00 rate is paid in cases in whieh there is a







20.
permanent dissa.led rondition requiring tl raginlar aid

and attendance of another person. But some soldiers so
disabled are receiving 8$72.00 per month because Congress
when it passed the act creating this

prade, ordained tha

all those pensioners receiving $50.00 Jnune 16, 18380, or

had a elaim pending at that «late upon which they were en-
titled to $50.00 a month should receive 8§72.00 a mﬂnth;
but that all persons who filed their elaims subsequent to
that date should reeceive but #50.00 a month. This is
virtually a proeclamation that those who from patriotism,
perhaps, d2d not file their nlatms‘ﬂ.n". il want compelled
them Lﬂ are to be placed at a disadvantage, and paid
$22,00 a8 month less for a given disability than those who

yere on hand bright and early June 15880. There are a
] of

good many of these inequalities in the pension wuarﬁw P
3,370 s=%% have been enacted granting pensions to indi=-

that were rabwesr ontitled to pensions under +)
alalinc. L

viduals

1
D

general _;u.-'l not to pensions of a satisfactory size.

From this casual glance w#hich conld easily be carried

o ol

to the cases of widows and other dependents, it is evi-

L—..——-—. i —
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c¢claims foi

various points throughont the conuntrv =

ey

The nimbers of

y 8 total of 630,025 henelficiaries

sion establishment

"Eneyelopaedia

* pensions.

gri t inegualities,and conseqil 1t injustiee hawve
of attempts to remedy existing specific evils

dual misfortunes. There are great difficul ties

; ot only of the makers of the laws, hut of

bl

are called npon to exeente them,

pensions, that had,

up to June a0th ’*}{-’!,

the rolls of the Government from the Rebel lion,

the small number oceasioned hy the serviee of
armmy and navy in peace, were, viz! dinvglids

rido ws, minors and other dependents 245,131 that

: which have the

CO8sT

oxer 1,000 million dol lars.

etuced

. o T
rebel licn,

gn the roll at the end of +he last fiseal

year

470 000, For a bird's

ave

I quote a few items From the

Brittaineca. ™

S B B

the present bureau of pensions, "In al] a
354 persons direectly engaged in séttlement of

In addition to these there are at

3715 surgeons whose

=

axamine
g | R

all applieants for invalid
ki L nvalis

nsion

B TR, S







vho may he ordered before them, and report to the Commisg-

sioner of Pensions as to the degree of the applicants

disabliity. This makes over 4,000 persons under the man-

t}

agement and direction of

1Y

commissioner, In addition

to this there are 18 pension agents for the payment of

pensiuns, convenliently loecated through the cCONNTrY:. X X X
e
The salaries and expenses of this larpge foree amounted in

<
the agpregate to $3,262,524.67 For the fiseal year ending

June 30th 1888. x x x x"x x"
i
W

] X
¥ "The total amount expended by the huveﬁu of pensidrns,

“ =

iring that year was $82,03%, 386,59 being S1kper cent of
the Govermment's (estimated) gross income - $380,000,000;
and 31 per cent of the entire expenditures - $267,0824,

801.13- of the United States for the same paried; x x x

During the same fiseal year 81,439 530.10 were paid as

fres to attorners alone. "

The aggregate amount pald on account of pensions from
1781 t¢ June 30,1859 has been $1,184, 033,755, GA.
2 -i)mm%ﬂ_wd
Having nuo* presented a meager historie sketeh of this

subjeet for the four wars, we may add that varions aets

the same provisions for inh'

i T

I' Congress have establ ished
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T w1 1 o o . Featalals - = - Fy 1 ] " 1 o
ol all XKinds/ in connection with our Indian-confliets.
| p 1 " = 3 " e ¥
how with a view to disenuss some important questions let

yremise br a rveecapitnlation SMBNNNEND o the classes

J en
s2./. Invalid pensiong; viz! ofFficers of the

/N

[, vaelunteers and mili

eluding the marine corps; and those enlisted in the mil-
itary and naval foree who have been rendered invalid by
vounds or lnjuries received, or by disease contraeted on

ot W

m.z-hidn'm; The widows or c¢hildr8h under 16 of of-

Ficers and enlisted men sho have dicd From wounds received

or disease ceontracted while on duty {(the widow of a de=

ceased soldier prior to 1861 was net entitled to a penslion
F 5 + 1 e, . . - 9 4
excep vhen the cause of death originated in some war-

correspondingly in the navy- she received no pension
unless her hushand's <death ceenrred in service.)

(r TS a1 o Ao L ¥ . ¥ 3
*.‘-H&Jwﬁ Dependents; dependent mother, Father or minor

brothers or sisters of those who died From wounds or dis=

ease having left no widow or minor children.

E— S— e S—_——— - _—






classes, entitled

under the several acts of Congress to pensions less

the service pensionrand also other survivers for thelr
e S e PR T e

o
—
R

]

services in the Revolutionary Waryg the War

Consonant with the forepgoling review

L

my previons econvietion has been st I'*E.*:-:{‘"'tf.“d-'f'iff.f'm'-

legiglatars and our Presidents

b o

ble with the nation's defenderstand further I canngt de=-
tect any desire or purpose on the part of the adminis-

Lo

trators of the Governmments bequests to defraud or treat

¥ith injustice thosewhom the Jdlawy proclaims as be

I'ies. It should e remerbered how the wvarions soldierds
homes are provided and f1i]lled; how wholesome are the re-

tayve beean

favored in the:matter of er il!lL-:’f'Tf:"ﬁt: w v hounties have






been paid; how thousands of homesteads
"_Jv' 1. 2 , 1 1 3 | aw Shn( ]"“' [; 'r‘:‘i' f t. =
plete the titlesand how generonsly,

Th
0] diers ha 8 0=1 nlacea 17y

and responsibil

re proud of thelr servic ks 1
SECOND . As to the irregularities
i
gxist in the superabundant 1 islat
ome of the ¢ 1565 av baan inter
al Car e fnlly remedied. P e

commission be appointed of

¥igsest and hest men of

gxperience with instrnetions to revw

i) _,J"\ #]

be repu

der. draw sueh appropr

lations as would

embody

T]:‘_*.lrm!:'.r“::: submit the

Tongress and the Exegtutive,.

wouuld rejoice at such considerate,

thers or

sSeven mar

rraat

ay |._‘-L.,In

and £
a,h,d‘ Eu,a/b-&_-?u::) 6u144_m=4-4+w
late bills and
]

the

same for

complete

ren seenred

Conm-

13 1"]4';.;:-'f 4

1
& be

E Y 1

nore, coemposed

lepgal and judieial

ise and codify all

regilat thereun=-
snch appro-
evident intention
re~review and act=
Every good soldier
#nd thorongh

N —————— - _—
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action. This eonld, probably, be effected withonut party®

divisiona.

Yy
Za

HIRD. As tc a general service pensicn I do not.yet ad-

el Qe

- £ 4 - al=-Tol:R b= Y i i
vise 1t; [irst, beecanuse the elaims of +he inval ids and

their dependents mn st first be attended to. The

7

uld be s6 great that

requisit

Sum ¢ a general

it A 121 -« = 5 62 O v q nr e I ey
i% wonld necessarily ereate publie diseontent and take
LI'rom +,_:'1I_J.";l-_-i vho Yereg Hf"l_‘l q i ars somethi neg o 1 \r.l g warmth o 5
: Mt.ﬂfadu
affection and hercie sentiment whieh they have ke an"griia
exetdla . Sod
< el s J 3
% "!.'.".{r?'l hea 1 r!tl l e AT ,!,'_'tr'f;ﬂ.' T h‘ﬂli':-’\"rl that a IJG‘-;‘

of the Grand Army ofgthe Republie in New York Gity embo d-

1ed the canmmen sentiment of living soldiers when it

v -

e +hat =@E vl ¥ 1
il hat as mueh re; patriotism mar be dis
s al patriotism rma)y he displayed by

¥

refraining in time ol peace from inflieting unnecessary

&

311 ol Py o - B 17 ¥ " yr y
-Teens oh the. eountry as hy coming to her defense

time

1n

LN | We m‘: e =151 : ¥ -" .l i - N
al . tNat a 0] 71 e v. 100 -']:|]:_; .l:'-_\ .I)F'
. .

or

aeccepts a pension fhat 3 4
PYE & pension -hmu 18 q0es not justly deserve for

digsabillitv 1
disabillity IHCHVTUiJUT as a reward

of serviee when he is

rs e o r . - :
,ng:_n}-j to’ laber is pgui) tY-of conduet likelv +

e






& o
3

the men who were and are willing)to give their blood and
ol

their lives for their ecountry, without any reward beyond

the approval of their o#n conscienees and that honorable

fame which is dear tg every patriot.

I said I do not yet advise the service pension. After

35 years, as in the Revolutionary War, that is in the

ey _
year 1900 the conditions of survivors rctgiet .’.1.“1!'!11*-‘-,01‘ call

Brr Vv - y e J" ".. ¥ ~
5%Y wyears from the War of
g, Ao

for, the service pensiong but 1}

- D

1812 which elapsed before the survivors of thati#ar receive
el

N,

ed the service penslicon, afford a better example. FPerhaps

(f_ﬂ_" jﬁ; j‘-_b'-‘-"""“_'_:

B0 years from the close of the warl that i1s, in the year

1915 the nation conld celebrate a jubilee and bestow npon

eyery surviver of t

asonable and honorable pensiong
LA
tional gratnif J, a8 R ey o Dostoval ol per-

sonal ';n=.=1:afvul-’?'~.nel1i“;."‘u:‘+.nr1:=.+»':i ¥y will be attempted.

Qe les ooy fﬁ:u.«_-

General Andrew Jackson said in to Congreass

A 1§

in 1534!~ ®Circumstances have been recently developed,

showlng the existence of extensive rraids under the vari-

ous laws granting pensions and gratnities for Revolution=

a5






ary servieces, x x ¥ x I therefore recommend x x x
hat an aetual inspeetion should be made in sach State

he ecireumsiances and eclaims of every person now

drawing a pension. The honest veferan has nothing t

Ffear from such scrutiny viiile the frandulent elaimant

¥ill be detected, and the publie treasury reliéved to an

L

=

ame''nt, I have reason to believe, lar greater than has

oTeekson
heretofore been suspected, " B Prosident made a fur=

Fat
ner sunggestion that all payments shonld be suspended +ill

were
12 necesgary reports R received. OFf eourse the chan-

%
€es ror attempting frapud, "as h'man nature has not much
changed. sinece the days of Andrew Jackson, are a hundred
fold greater with the enormonus pension list of to-day.

]

Claim agents, even when thoroughly honest, have,; never-
heless, enormous interests at stake. When their offi-
ces and hall-ways are filled w#ith unsettled elaims From
floor to eeilings, temptaiions are preat to use Bvery

afr sk A = o YT e T 3 T 5 e, . o |
eIl or L0 secure re-rating, higher and hipher, and most

reedy actlon, Business enterprisc in this






bz
and be

?:s/;'_'r_ﬂl-! of the

mendons vigor urges the amployment of

:-'.e'fu?*_-ﬁj and who can say ere enterpris

begins. For one if

pension withéont the 1

:?(-‘U'il'f secure his

claim agent.
FIFTH. Perhaps the complaints whieh

5t founded ceome the delays

claims whieh are most worthy and undis

year 1858 a

off the Yspaperr sars

cases allowed 285, 282 had been held i
ol el g

two years or longer; 18,4583 [iye

The report for

LTI %

years

Gayery inforbid-den

e ends, an

il

4 avqrice
beneficiary

i -4

wryvyention or the

o R U

numergns

are most

+ %

in the granting of

puted.

Speaklng

n thes office for

or more; 10,262

he same shows

Sear

that there were un-der examination 414,448 unadjudiecateod
cases; & year before that there were 374,354; two vears

Lefore there were 306,971 and three

were 280,008 sueh cases, sho¥ing an un

from year to year, whieh indicates

a3t

[=]

too small o

LoD and work were radieall

a l:’.'g;1__r_-‘:|-v]1i...,r|!{_ ?J':?'F::l'.l of

ar

ancient

ars hefu there

T

happy aceimula

i

her that the

P .'ha'-_ -‘.'I-l.: methods

Y on {;'






1iristoecratie standi

ciumlocutl

‘B hal

tors, and so a day

Whether this, or any thing

yariment soldlers

dej

k

waiting
"hnh_!‘"

lished men w~ho spon

C O i

donbt not, have sufficient

‘.firti'.i::rl.‘ila.r1fi obtain from their

and effeetive Work.

Some of the cases of

ganizations of the veterans of

o

care that no comrade shall

in the midst of

with a sanguine fee]

arde e
enas _ nav

through the hands o

Wiy
= Vs
M

ted with 1ittle

like it,
hn;m&Hm‘M;‘.;[—-

courage to

val t i

he 1

1
L

rr ten manipul a-

ceompl 1shment

is true of our pensim

e o=

hle can ascertainesand,

stand 1o

1

the war

4 o 1

endeavor to take

aeft

am confident that old

all

stated their case can






B

trust Congress, and .8 Exeetutive branch - the pension
burean = to take proper and thorough measures to remedy
this evil of delay, and other evils of administration
necessarily inecident to so large an establ ishment.

The pension laws themselves, we need to emphasize it

)

require complete and earefnl revision; and at the same
time they should be so simplified that an expert be not
required to understand and interpret them to a elaimant:
nor an attorney to plead for him with the burean

For the highest of several rates possible under different

interpretations of the laws.

Agreeing fully with all who are interestad in pensions,

to exelude With ecare those who wilfully deserted or shirk
A o r

ed their duty by any sort of contrivanee, I have in this
paper relied upon our comra-des, as in the war, for the

highest riotives of patriotism.

-
£y

soldlers in any countiry have been more highly com-

mended for their spirit of self-sacrifice and supreme

devotion. Let no subsequent wrangling, sel f-seeking, or
f [~ 5 T






L~

any +.}:in,r;!.ﬁki_r1 to h&ﬂﬁlﬂ}j‘hﬁ ever all

soldier's pure escutcheon.

<

oved to s0l1i]l the

Belleving sueh to be the seneral Feel ing among the

survivors of cur last war I am confident of the

Qo dadluntss

settlement of every vexed problem tha

/( 2/
2% Lally QU

o

)ﬂon cerns

happy

115 .
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