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Mr, President!

After dinner speeches are made the yeris
ever; but they appear shambling er exetie im
an; eeuntry but the United States,

Here in New York they are certainly l.n;u-
eneus and except where a guest himself 1is im~
velved they are delightful. But here and new
& guest is invelved whe appreaches his teast
with Fear and trembling.

Perhaps it is appropriate te have *fear ani
trembling® in the presence of an armed ferce,
as 4id ene Feurth of July, Cenfederate Peamber-
ten's peeple in the presence of Grant's on the
bluffs ef Vickaburg.

_ But, my treuble is net se much at the char-

acter -as at the antiquity ef my teast. Ewery-

bedy has tried his hand at the Army and Navy.
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lhnﬂr,g recel lectien eof Daniel Wehster's
preverb fer lawyers,that *there is reem ensugh
in the upper I‘l.ﬁl‘}‘lti:l is net in this case
an upper stery at all te flee to.

A censeling remark of & distinguished Admiral
the ether day made te me aftor a labered mili~
tary address ef mine in which T had R neg-
leeted to speak feor the Navy, has helped me te
& new theught, whiech it is heped will in a
measure relieve the present arflietive situa-
tien.

The Admiral said! *;marll, I want te make
& bargain with yeu that hereafter, feor after-
dinner apesches, Amy offiecers accustem them-
selvés teo speak for the Navy, and lsave Nawy
officers to speak For the Amy."

New comes the suggestion in vies of eur an-

eient temat of "Army snd Navy®, te<wit:






s.
Reverse the erder and make it read "the Navy
and the Amy; " never mind the want ef uuph.ny‘
er the preper precessien of the letters N and A
Whe has net knewn in heart~issues the *nay* te
come ‘haf::"a)‘?a *aye®! And surely in all cless
rilhjtin‘ign-“araticn:! against fereign pewers
the Navy must preecedé the Amy.

It is indeed the universal epiniem, judging
by the all powerful press, that eur land ferces
have beceme so numereus, se brave, se uncenquer-
able, that nething reaming frem Camada on the
ene hand, er Seuth America on the ether need be
feared. The cnly wars te be dreaded are frem
acress the ecean; that Germmany or Pertugal may
come with an Iren-clad Navy, beat eur marine
forces; appreach eur large cities en the Atlan-

tic coast; bembard eur sub-treasuries, and

capture all the bread sites ef them ineluding
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4
the suburbs. While China and Japan, preceded
by the King ef the Sandwich Islnnin,.arn making
a combined movement which shall swallew up eur
Pacific Naval Squadren; seixe and held the ports
and railread appreaches and cennectiens eof
San Franecisce.

iiu perceive in all this dire sea-struggle
the Army ceould play but a small part; certainly
nene at all unless the peeple enable us te re~

-t
build and re-arm with "€en or twelve mile® gunms,

A
not neglecting teo use the discriminating tele-
scopic sights.
: ard

#ﬁfuniry leng neglected "permanent fertifi-
catiens®; mi1ﬂ should the ferts be
re-built and re-manned, and the meuths eof rivers
and harbers be preperly planted with enormeus
guns, suggestive terpeédees and square rigged

-.rttqg’;till all these prepared defehses weuld
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.
be of ne use until our gallant little Navy had
been thereughly whipped, which Heaven ferbid,
and forced to retire under the cever of the
Army's selid pretectien,

Se, it is plain that in %E:r;nut it is al-
tegether meet and preper b that the Navy,
sheuld have the advance in teasts as she musi
in reality, and be sustained in the theughis
and previsiens ef eur statesmen, many ef whom
have sprung frem the New Englani Seciety, te
fit her for glery en the eceans ef the world.

New, Mr. President, I ween, we have succeeded
in putting the Navy in its preper place, let us
glance at seme fragments ef it, histerically,
fer a few minutes.

@n the eighth of March, 1862, during the
evening Lieut. Jehn L. Werden, now a Rear Ad-

miral retired, appeared en the scene in Hampton
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Reads, and the seene he besheld was a peculiar
ene indeeds. The day now passing inte might
had been filled with disceuragement and disas=
ter.

On the Natienal side in the Naval Squadren
had been the "Minneseta®, 50 guns; the ¥Com~
gress, 50 guns; the “"Reanoke® 30 guns; the
*St.lawrence®, 18 guns; the *Cumberland, 24
guns. With plenty ef armament and amnunitien
and superbly manned and mest ably cemmanded,
they had waited the appreach of three Cenfeder-
ate :ta-nari; One the leng-dreaded *Merrimae",
llq}that neterieus Iren~clad just cempleted. g
The ethers were but eemmon gunbeats.

Hew the huge giant elo;ui in with eur large

wooden ships, sinking er disabling them one by

one, we need not attempt te deseribe,

Shet and shell pierced their sides as if
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T
they had been but partitien walls; and death

and destruetien had time and again fellewed in
their wake.

The bravest and best eof Naval cemmanders, as
their ships were breken, disabled er sunk, were
at their wits end. Almest witheut hope they
had again and again repeated their fire only te
see their mils;l.axplnin witheut effect or be
repelled like hail stenes against a slate ron&
frem the imperyweous iren sides of the menster,
Night alene had saved but a remnant ineluding
the preud "Minneseta."

It takes us back te the times eof extreme
anxiety like the first evening ef *Chancellors-
ville®; the night ef the withdrawl frem "Fred-
ericksburg®; er the clese of the first day ef

"Gettysburg®, te enable us to cemprehend the

gloom which rested upen the efficers and men in
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8,
Hampten Reads that dark might ef March.
Our whele cause was imperilled. Certainly
a rnact?-n would set im sheuld anything like

Uua
an Iren-clad appear_en the scenel

A

Lieuts Werden with his hemely, queer little
eraft seemed in ne way ?l aqu%vnlunt te the
great and vieterieus ﬂ‘. Still, there
was a measure of hnpg;r-r a tiny king fisher
has always chased and defeated the hawk ten
times its size. What may net Previdence ;urmit!

The confliet which fellewed on the succeed~
ing day needs ne repitiens. The *"Merrimae® was
after a clese and #ell contested fight disabled
and made to withdraw frem the field of actien.

®ne excellent histerie acceunt presents this
graphie picture: "The last shell fired by the
*Merrimac® exploded exactly in the eye-hele in

the pilet-hetize where Iieut. Werden was at the



'
"
g
L ¥
]
AT

' ?-Ii.

.[-5-

18

e



8.
moment leeking eut. His eyes were severely
injured, his face filled with pewder and there
was also & slight cencussien ef the brain.

The mement this brave efficer recevered his
consciousness his first questien was, ¢lmﬂ!n
we saved the "Minuveseta®?® When teld she was
safefhe anawered, l!l am utinriti:&"' He was
taken at once te Washingten, and an ineident
connected with him there illustrates the char-
acter of Abraham Dlinceln.

A ecabinet meeting was being held, whem it was
teld tha_fruliitnt that the wounded cemmander
of the "Meniter® was in the city; he instantly
rogse, teok his hat saying! "Exeuse me, gentle-
men, I must see this fellow®; and went immedi~
ately to his roems Warden was en the sefa, his

@yes bandaged, his face swollen and bleody.

The President was anneunced, and teek his hand
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in silence.
"Mr. President®, said the wounded man, "you de
me great hener by this visit.®
"Sir," replied Mr. lineeln, while the tears
ran dewn his cheeks, :;zpn the ene whe is hen-
ered in this interview.*®

A few months sinee I was invited by the
Naval effieers in New Yoerk many of whem were
witnesses ef that cenfliet which eccurred be-
tween Fortiress Menree and Nerfolk, te accempany
the remains ef J-hn Irie:scn{ijhe inventer eof
the battered but sueeessful l-nitufp taking
them frem the;r temperary resting plaee in this
eity to the "Baltimere® to be transperted te
Ericesen's native land, there te receive their
final obseques and heners.

Near the gate in an epen bareuche sat an

elderly, dignified man, with a scarred face and
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dreeping eye lids. A mement after I had neticed
h1n|1 had the pleasure of an intreductien.

It was Rear Admiral Werden, and I felt it te be
an unexampled hener te be intreduced te him and
take him by the hand, True, he is on the re-
tired list ef the Navy; yet, he is still a liv-
ing representative of Navy-men; an example of
the ability and hereism which, in any time eof
need, will be developed and breught te the sur-
face,

Such men have always come ferth at the ecoun-
trrfs enll.ﬂ‘, I salute the American Nawy.

New, #r. President, when an Army efficer
speaks of the "The Army of the United States,”
he unifermily dwells upen its neecds,

#ur Army needs fertifiecatiens, new eannen,
new carriages, new riflea and earbines, new

gquarters te live in, new horses and mules and
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12,
better pack-saddles,~ but the chief need is
more men.

"But, said & visiting friend te Geverner's
Island:! "An Indian war must be a Ged-send,~ te
give these idle people semething to de."

A sythe must eut grain and hay; but the
i&thu is net idle in any precess ef its censtruv-
etien or specifie preparatien.

A leocometive must draw the trnitj but its
neisy activity while in the shep of making er
re=fitting, dins eur ears.

Bc,a company of soldiers has & Ffinal duty
against hostile Indians er ether ememy; but the
drill, the diseipline, the detail ef instruet-
ion requireg time and unremitting laber.

Again, the duties ef men and efficers, as of

gsailers abeard ship, beleng net only te the

storms and reugh ecean of war; but te smeether
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seas of & peace establishment. Wor the neces~
sary artillery te guard the coast we have not
new a r"'f%::l' nueleus,

A senator_intreducee® a bill ef inecrease te

A b0
thirty thnuunnf; unfhr-mmnnunil that "R theu-

sand be Indians. ®ne efficer eof uxpuit;nea
objectss He llrlé *They #ill be hard te dis=-
cipline; theérwill take umbrage at leng service;
in a riiht they are apt te rush tec far ahead,
and en a march get weary with meneteny and lag
behind; en a sceut beceme regardless ef orders;
clnn-tlba centrelled and kept in hand as eivi-
lized men; theugh geod trailers, they would be
of little use against a white enemy; after In-
dian wars have ceased their usefulness would
cease."

The answer te these objections is found cem=-

pletely in a wider experiences, For example,
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several companies ef secouts have been subjected
te discipline with the best results. The paid
pelice at the different agencies de net take
tmbgage er weary with the meneoteny ef their ser-
viee w#when they regularly receive their pay.

The centrel always cemes with the drill and the
iiaciplintj se that they ge as they are sent am
obey their erders. Their language shenld be
understeod by the efficers, er the Indian sel-
diers sheuld be made te knew the efficer's com-
mands.

In the histery ef the ®rench, English and
American wars we have plenty of examples where
Indians have ::::rmaut ef fective auxilliaries
even against white enemies.

In the Nez Percé war the Indians shewed them-
selves petter skimishers than we had ever seen

in the Armys.
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Certainly the experiment is werth trying. As
the varieus bands ef Indian pelice and Indian
scouts have been breught out ef the eld blanket
cenditien to 2 comparative state of eciviliza-
tien, where they are self-supperting; se the
Indians enlisted and put under the best of Amy
officers will be raised up inte far better een-
dition than at presents They #will be a strong
hestage againat any renewal of hestilities by
any uncivilized tribe.

The ebjection that it will ecultivate and
keep up the Spirit of war I think is a mistake.
It will, I believe, tend te curb and diminish
the desire for savage ways and bring them more
and mere te our ways eof thinking and aeting.

Se friends, give us the ::!1:n soldiers, We

will train them against :iriiizatdfrﬂninall,

whe have an uneentrelable desire te murder,
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16,
steal and riot.

There are many discentented spirits abread
whe are hestile te all that is erderly, all that
is good, all persenal pessessions and every
sweet happy home. Hewever we manage it, these
malcentents, inereasing with the inerease eof
the inhabitants ef our country, partieularly in
the larger cities, "must,® as Mr, Linceln said
abeut iau': Army when Nerth of the Petemae, "be
preperly attended tes® Batteries of Artil-
lery, whether manned by eur eitizensa or by ether
disciplined dwellers upen the seil, are ever
effering their selemn pleas fer centinued peace.

nﬂ-‘ week one eof -u:}\mm, General Alfred H,
L =0 Wam '
Tar{-_{’ﬁ- the Armmy what Rear Admiral Werdem is
te the Navy, after a painful illness leng cen~
tinued has passed te the ether shere. A gal-

e

lant seldier; a repregentative velunteer, & re-
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fined gentleman, a high-tened, neble general,
has advanced te his reward. Peace te his re-

A

mains.
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