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The Army past and present,is a broad subject. Before
our Oivil strife,our army presented to my mind a small body of men
occupying widely separated posts and stationed prinecipally on the
frontiers,holding a sort of balance of power between the charater-
istic frontiers-man and the various tribes of Indians more or less
barborous. During the war,I was acoustomed to look upon the
Army of the of the U.S.,as an expanded organization made up prinei-
pally ,even m_‘;tn rank and file of the best of our people who were

Ny
full of patriotic fervor and devotion. A large force in 1865, ¢ (

L
sisvee-disappeared,leaving a small remmant of between 256000 and

300M@n,who went speedily to the old work of guarding new and scat-
tered settlements, The frontiers in fact progressed to the
Pacific,and turned Northward and Southward till r;hl_::‘l‘:::;ilid the
extremities of Alaska,and the Southern boundaries of Arizona.

The Country has been spanned again and again with railroads,
interlinked by eross=roads till we have really no interior fron-
tiers,and until the difficulty with the Indians has been reduced
to \-..11 affairiwith a few hundred hostiles at most.

The past history of the Army taking in those within the
organization,and those who have belonged to it,is a noble one.
The War of the Revolution furnishes a classic story that

charms the youthful reader. The War of 1812,has the tall Amer=-
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ican for its hero,and success for its foreclosure.

The War with Mexico,though of doubtful origin,gave shape to
the United States,brought us Califernia,and was altogether honor-
able to Mr:k'u-“““m in its active operations,and in the re-
gults under Providence that have flowed from ite

The Second Revelution,our War of the Rebellion,startled
the World by ite gigamtic proportions,by its magnificent leader-
ship,and by its magnificent fruits. - A feeling followed
this war,a feeling which was natural,that there would be no more
need of any considerable army in this country,for all owr difficul-
ties were settled,our power beyond Itlculltm’-m demonstrated to
meet enemies either at home or abwoad.

The weak points in our Comstitution amended,and our Govern.
m.ul-m:mu M,t“ organization,perfecteds The very hore
rors """'";!‘ had been,the thousands of dead,the maimed cripples
among the people,and the war prisoners coming forth in weakness &
pallor from their mln;:: “-‘:""a tpmﬂ‘j 'I:-‘:r ﬁ“mt'ﬂ:" '.'r nfhrtng},
all these things created a reaction. A Grant's call for Peace
with England throngh his Joint Commission,and with the Indians
through the benevolent organizations of the land,met a welcomed res.
ponse. But the reaction has in my judgment beem too
great,and the Army of the U.S. is too small to fulfill the coming

requirements of this part of the publie polices It is said
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that an officer of ramk will always vote for the increase of the
armys His smbition is to have a larger and larger command.

I do not believe this to be the truth. Doubtless there are
ambitions offigers as there are ambitious merchants,politiecians,
lawyers,doctors and Raileroad men,and perhaps just now the R.R.
giants take the lead,but however it is with other officers I am
conseious in my own heart of being a citizem of the U.S.,of having
as great horror of a large standing army which feeds upon the vi-
tals of a Republie without rendering any productige return,as any
-other American citizen. -

Put when I speak of a larger Arny,it is simply to state
the old proverb,an ounce of prevention is nrlh a pound of cure.

I do believe that we will find owr way out of the mazes of la-
bor troubles,deing Jjustice to honest menj of troubles with foreign-
ers,doing justice to the Wations with whorm we have to deal of An-
archists and Nihilists~hanging only those who deserve i,

T think we will emerge from the ‘darkness of evergrown monopo+
lies,of h‘ibﬂ'l’jﬂf offickal corruption,of the rettenness of broth-
el life,of the hostility to the purity of our homes and children,
to our good common scheels,and to all our purely American Institu-
tions for which we have fought.

We shall emerge from the fearful caldron of strikes and of
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all m of riots,where impatient citizens,like wild colis,take

wednttia
the h.'l.ti of management into their own h-}ﬂl. I mtm it
buﬂn I have faith in the vast -anr.t'lr of the American people,

and that there are principle,patriotism and couwrage in their heart
of hearts,but it is better mot to be too sanguine,but %o be wise
and vigilant. A single battery of Artillery well
drilled and well in hand,~ supported by a reasomable detachment of
Infantry placed near Chicago,would have prevented the shameless
pictures of Nihilistiec defiance and dynamite demonsirations with
which you are familiar. ~ Let us have a clear wmderstand-
ing that the aymy like the police is not against the eitizen or
¢itizenship,but against license and crime. Liberty is sweet,
is good,is etermal and must be defended,but license where men sim-
ply prey upon and destroy each other is destruction.

Of course I do mot advocate a very large force,not to exceed
50,000 in the Regular Army,but there is need to give great atien-
tion to the Militia establishment of every State. To have its
offigers thoroughly educated and trained,so that at shortnotice
they may be ready for the proper defense of what we hold sacred. -

1 do not believe that any body can study the condition eof
the strife between the right and the wrong going on in our numer-
ous large Cities,without seeing how necessary it is to be thorough-
ly prepared for sudden outbreaks. Then again there is a broad.
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er strife in the World to day than ever before. The dootrine of

the Govermment being of the people and for the people,is mot yet
so thoroughly established as to be beyond danger of overthrow.
Nations are not yet so thoroughly Christian that they will
abstain altogether from putting a greedy hand upon France or Mexico
or the United States. The lovers of Monarchical rule hate the
very sound of the word Republic,and y=% sneer still at popular gowv.
ernment. Then I say we must be ready against possible Foreign
Wars-possible aggressions. We must put our Coasts in a state of
proper defense,and have an Army of reasonable size %o man them,and
to be a nuecleus for prompt organization of larger forces in case of
need. Every good house-holder will keep his w; respectable
repair /8o every good government will keep its public works in prop-

er and safe condition.
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