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Five north of Union,(now Arcata), where the main road
crossed Mad River, a settler, S5« Daby, had established a ferry
and lecated Government lands The house was a stopping place for
travellers, well patronized, and the ferry property produced a
handsome incomes The suwrrounding neipghborheood was not thickly
settlede The ferry house was situated in a wild spot net far
from the gloomy forests. Daby himselfl saw the advantages
which were certain to accrue from an early settlement there, for
he knew that the land when ence cleared and under eultivation,
would be remarkably productives The Government price was exceced-
ingly low He could afford to wait fer inecrease of wvalues and
profitse Supper was en the table at the Daby House at
six o'elock on the eve of June 1362,

Areund the beard gathered Mr. Daby, his wife and their three
children, Mrs. Danskin, mother of Mrs. Daby, and a bey Geo.
Dansgkin, Mrs. Daby's nephews In a tent near the house were two
soldiers from Camp Gasten, and en the place were also a Frenchman,
named, Peter Nizet and a half breed Indian bey, Nizet who teok

his meals with the family, had net come in « Mre. Daby went te the
deor and called Nizets. As he did seo a bullet whistled by hime
Other sheots were heards Hastily elosing the door, Daby said the
Indians were firing at the house, and told the women anc childr.n
to get under the bed in Mrs. Daby's room. The back part of the
house being built inte a bank, and the bed=room being next te it,
the retreat was a safe one so long as the heuse was net invaded.
Mrs. Daby, Mrs. Danskin and the four children were in the bed-room
a quarter ef an hour, when Mr. Daby teold them that their enly
prospect of escape was to run to the river. A fair trail led
from the house to the river bank where the canoes were tied.

The winter fleod had earried the ferry beat away. The inmates
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of the house and * e two seoldiers in the ten{j;an tegether towards
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the river. Mre Daby had ene child, Peter Nizet had on® and Mrs.
Daby had the 13-menths-eld baby in her arms. Before reaching
the river one of the seldiers was shots Twenty guns were flashing
in the gathering dusk of the evening, and bullets were flying
through the air in every direction®% There were Indians en beth
sides of the river. Exposed to a murdereus eross;fire, with the
af i
prnapeuth:;indling inte hopeless nothinghess, the men, women and
children leaped into a .canee and pushed out inte the stream.
From the epposite bank sounded the report of fire-armse
A fusifhde ef shot splashed in the water as the beat drifted with
the eurrents Mrs. Danskinmrwas struck by a bullet and slightly
wounded. Not far down the river was a thiecket of bushes. Mr. Daby
suggested that a landing be made there and the party separate in
the bush fer none could be saved if they continued in the canoe.
The suggestion was fellewed, and the canoe landed. Mrs. Danskin
went a few steps and fell, pierced by two bullets. Mrs. Daby,
with the baby in her arms, ‘had gone a short distance when a bullet
struck her in the right arm and she fell fainting to the grounde
Although she was in a senseless condition for several minutes,
she was dimly consciafis of what was eccuring around here.
She heard her husband say to Nizeti! "We will hide the children in
the bushes®. Then she heard ne more, and when conseciousness fully
returned she saw nobody but Indians. She picked up her baby and
started toward the clump of bushess The Indians surrounded her
and robbed her eof themeoney and jewelry she had about her person,
taking heﬂwedding ring from her finger. Having robbed her they
told her te find "papooses® and go to Union.(Arcata)e She asked
them: "Where is the little boy George Danskin®? and they answered:
*Indians take the wangee boy; you go to Union, and send men with

plenty money, and you get the wangee boy®. Perceiving that the
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Indians did not intead to kill- her 9r the chilaren, she rose and

went in search of the little girls. As she rose to her feet, she
distinetly recognized the features of two white men among the
savages, imparfeut{y disguised as In&iaﬁs, who turned quickly
and walked away. When she reached the neapsst thicket she heard
a voice say”ﬂammmﬁliand there she found the two girls, Lizzie,
aged five, and GarriE aged three years, now the wife of G. L. M.
Howard, of Eureka.
Carrying the baby and leading the girls, she walked two mileé
vntil she reached the forest, where, sick and weary, shé hid the
twe girls at the feoot of a tree where the dense undenmgroewth form-
ed an impenetrabl& screens Taking off two of her skirts she put
one undef and one abeve the children, telling them to bé still
and quiet till she returned for thems Again, with the baby .n her
arms, she started though the weods and the fields, reaching the
Prigmere farm, three miles down the river. The house was deserted,
She then went back to the road, and reached the Janes' farm,
where there was only a sick man named Chapman and anether man who
watched over hims Chapman said to his attendant; "I am not afraid
to stay here alone; you go and help Mrss Daby to towm®". The man
carried the baby and they started for Unien. It was two @'clock
in the morning, When they got te the main road they met a great
crosmd coming up from Union, among them a physician and Mrs. Daby's
father and brothers. Mrs. Daby went on to Union, and the crowd
of citizens went to the riwer, Mr ; Daby, when the family separ=
ated at the river, had escaped unhurt, and carried the news of
the attack to Union. The two soldiers alse got in that night, beth
serfouslythough not fatally woundecs The relief paryy from Union
carried the dead body ef Mrs. Danskin to twon at daylights They
had been unable to find the two little girls, and were about to

give up Lhe search in despair, when a fertunate idea was c¢arried
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into execution by Mrs. Daby's iﬁungest brether, Jﬁhn Daﬁpin.

A valuable deg belenging te the }amlly was still en the place.
Fohn Danskin ealled to the dog and said;"Jingo,ge find the ¢hil=-
dren®. With what seemed to the excited men as more than brute
intelligence, iha dog led them eagerly into jhe forest-and at the
very spot where thu mother had left the children, stopped and
growled, as if directing further search., Parting the inturﬁening
bnugh? and brambius, the men saw the children lying there, locked
in each ethert hrms, fast asleeps Only Nizet, George Danskin,
and the half breed Indian bey remained tﬂb- accounted fore.

The half breed was wounded in the thigh, and after a desperate
fight, in which he killed two of his assailants, he escaped,
erawling to Union in his disabled gcondition, reaching the town
on saturday nights It was the gana}al supposition that Nizet had
buuﬁ killed and George Danskin carried into captivity by the
Indians. Rewards were offered and saarcﬁing parties organized,
but with ne avail,s The days passed and neither Nizeti nor the
bey was heard of« The Danskin family as a last resort employed
friendly Hunpa.}ndiana to make qnquiriegahaut the fate of Nizet
and the boy, promising them a liberal feward for reliable inferma-
tione At the end of nine days the Hoopa Iﬁdians returned and re=-
ported that they had ascertained the fate of the missinge

The attacking Indians, they said, tried to capture the bdy. but
Nizet picked him up 1n-£is arms and ran te a large log which
spanned the stream. Half way aeross thl'stream Nizet was shot,
falling te the water below with the bey in his armse They fell
inte a deep pool, where a powerful eddy whirled them around and
around and dragged them down te death. When the bedies were
recovered the arms of Putef Nizet still elasped the form of the
bey, loyal even in death. It was a miraeculous thing that any

escaped from the river unhurt. Besides being wounded in the arm,
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Mrs. Daby had two bullets heles in the ruffles of her dress.
There were three holes in the boy's dress. Mr. Daby had a bullet
hele through his hat. The Daby family neve:r returned to their
farme The Indians burned the buildings and drove off the stock,

and the land passed into the pessession of others.
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