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AN INDIAN BATTLE,

On the 11th and 12th of July 18%7,in the terrttory of Id&hq

L.E =" e

teek—pimee the battle cf the Clear-Water 4,y Tf;;m .7_,5{1‘_

™

, Take a:&map of the country and find Lewistcn, which is situated

o

‘.'\

at the junction of the @lear-Water with the almost interminable

7

Lot defedn, L8 j

Snake then, let the eye run easterly a d:stan\ equivalenrt to neasdy

) sevent? miles $ill it erosses the South Branch of the Clear-Hater;

there, due north from the village of Mount Idaho, you reach a rough,

uninhabited plateau.

That rlateau was the bastle-ground. There, between a dry cress caﬁgn

% and the Branch, occured the fierce cambatﬂ Fest—menttoned y between
:-14—-
(§ somc five hundred Nez Percelwsss3®»e and about the same number of

Aﬂﬁﬁpwii“'

ﬁ United States trooyps.

#
C.:}Tha young (Ehieftaiw, usuaily-ealled Nez Perce Joseph,led the Indians,
p B

‘3 {:nnhuuaiL h-b-nﬂ-g Turo A
This battle Lesesad :-gijet et of twg days. ATter Genw—-Rewards
2

* Tinal suecess a long chase ensued,

o
.
-
-

the white men pursuing the indians

ff for ever a thousand miles, from the Clear-Water to Bearpaw Mountain

beyond the Missouri River.

S
~¢~ The story of such a struggle as this which records what actually
= ay [ oun ﬁkQJFFJi_“ffr
< took place,fbh--et--thﬁ-ha, pleadh Tfor peace. = 5
e 09 eerrheir— i W arbilrascd &)
~Certainly, all the after-battle scenes s== i protests againstA
A A
=t
¥ wWar,

|
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Still before the tro.ole . .' amity bewween two partiesg

ih.uu td have Geere
there n-:ifhn justice and good-will qn béth sides.

This was not the case between the white people and the non-treaty

Tt wea e whuet

Nez Perces.jdh.quaxxel of long duration _at last led to war,

: S
a—few oxpisnatory—statememts—eare—meceseary. Though the Nez Perces
had never before had a war with the white men, boasting of never hav-
] - u
ing shed a white mans blood, they had frequently waged contests with
more eastern tribes; and they were accustomed also to all the hardships

of. long journeys to and from the buffale country, whither every year
in former times expeditions had set=ewt .

W

"‘he:.r were superb horsenen. ﬁhey practiced constantly at manly games

‘fifﬁ;bé"‘n.ﬁ'/{,u } .(L

with and with out their ponies. they so trained these ponies that thgr
A Ocrpicr s Phiontwnan, e

would understand and obey t;ﬁnl lunxrﬂ—&egsf Anindian having his

lariat attached +to his hursdjs bridle or :mder‘jaw!vrould ride up a hil],

stop short of the crestfydismount, throw the loese end of his lariat

¥

Ampon the ground, leave the horse there, and run with his rifle to some
convenient”
tree or log. At any sudden noise a-white soldier is apt to spring to

A Mg TA Greted
his feet , but the indian keeps s¥&¥] and remains concealed till he
gets a good shot at his game,tbe it et+er man or beast.
If danger +o him is iminent h; runs beck to his faithful horse, who
eve¥ waits for him, catches up the lariat and springs to the saddle,.

The trained animal does not dissapoint him byx sudden terror or




- e ———— T B S I e ——




Page 5.

Though the "tamed" pony might show a stranger no gocd turn, he is ek-
and feyal

:ﬂn duclleﬁ\to his own indian master.

Such were theseiindian hor BEElE];l‘]I‘I -::rbablv the best mounted skirmishers
mw.«, furmrmintastind o) Vi ",Mﬁh(fug L Lo .
in the worlrilﬁ: They had courage,endurance,suppleness,skill,knowledge

of the country,and almost as much déseipline as our trained soldiers.
We excelled them only in our knowledge of actual warfare and in our
Anglo-Saxon persisten::_}.

The E=—=Efcg# war began in a series of e mcssacres,which the
indians committed in the region arpund Mount Idaho. The white:

women and children,who were wi mdod bui—neb—febaddwesin the outbreak
bt ned folatlly |

ﬂ&re gathered into that stricken@l village. Joseph at the same time
moer=by] in the low ground of“the Vhitebird ca?ﬂn}assembled all the

e
indians who would join in thevwar. His men were 'Iﬂ!lf:.i:lﬁ}\&stimated

to number from three to sevé#n hundred. Gen. Howard, bestes provident

tially at Lapwai when the first news ca.me,sentAunder Col.ff-‘erry_a-l.'l_.th-

ammigmd.-—thwtwo trcoys of Cavalry,

with instruetions to check the hostiles and stop the murders}d Meanw‘hﬂa

ﬂk?-—-’ .ﬁgf_&f!é,
with inten-tion to follow he himself’was hastily bringing +together

A :
at Lapwai from thelg various posts the soldiers of his Department.
Perry had but ninety men. He made a forced march through Grange-
ville to the Whitebird eaﬁan,attacked the indians at once,but suffered
a mortifying defeat. He lost in the figh%cver a third of his men,

killed outrightj;of those hit only the slightly wounded eseaped:death;
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Page 4.
*E.‘-"G. j(_lﬂ.l.l..t L':’r s
for at this time the indians dApriauners.

W U o WA seftiuad”
fﬁs soon as Gef-.bowerd had collected gﬁforce ReEe—iR—rb e to—the

#N Creck
hessilas, e marched against then,drove Joserh down the: Hhitebifii?nd

;}*fnrced him to erossto the west side of the Salmon River. Then with =
7 Hood h.f{lfmb’
considerable-diffieculty he crossed his own command into thegt country
s -
between the Salmon and the Snake, which is,rough and rugged as
I hnsctfl
Switzerlanﬁjand immediately ' followed the imdians® trail.
#I)ELSM
Phey had hurried down the left hank over *mnuntalnauus erags, toward:
MhaT P MATT a
the mouth of £ swift river_and recrossed witheui-—delay &gt mad
A g A
1orted

gstream at Craig's Ferry. Oir troops, unlike the indians swimmiSss

their pluckly ponies and dragggmg their skin-rafts after them, were

)

Uﬂ{kigb erwbpte Y & /
here delayef for two or three days, attempting bﬁ—aﬁﬁﬂﬁitﬁiu a large
\ A A

timber-raft . But meanwhile the General had sent back on his Lapwai
. "".xi.:{'h WM
route hig Cavalry, part of which was to hold Norton's ranch and part
: A - ‘*&*-—# rhaggn£ﬂg.
to bring up supplies from Fort Lapwaias
\ Fryon s o

envalry - y Wn o
Elevaeﬂy&n;ﬁﬁgg;-;ieut. Rains went out from Norton's to reconnoitre,.

It was just after Joseph and his indians had gotten over Craig's TFour

Saks .
‘FEI_‘I‘}h&Hd- was turnin%kto rass between Nortors and l:'ﬂ'arngr:znaril1&,4—1

H\?urther north toward Kamiah.The indians evidently surprigfed the Liew
Lieutenant andhis paniijand'withuut mercy massacred them all.

Again seventeen mounted volunteers about the same time set ocut from

Mount Idaho to go to Nortons when they also were cut off by & swarm o

savage warriors and geveral of then iiain.
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Gen. Homr% ost his new raft in the wild torrent and could not
effect a erossing; and just then, through an indian messenger James
Reuben who, to the soldiers'astonishment, swam his horst across the riw

river, he heard of the state of matters atfﬂortc—n 8 m-and
aa ool sk Thiweko 4o fues
an}\f:mned straight back on his traiband by the helyp of a few skiffs‘ﬂ

with considerable dl]"i"lcult.},r reeprossed the Salmon at Whitebird.

EWBM?V Warius 't‘w..m

J&u-u-s‘s held by then‘ halters would follow a skiff four or five at

AL
a time, but would med take the water in other way
e BGET . Lk by i Wosfas
HéissRom—made. Porced narches (1o intercept the indians

A
wWas A small s Of Ieeardeed Yulunteers{'which the General had sent

oback before him across the Salmon by the Ruckyﬂa?un now pushed on
mhwud
boldly after the indi who werfe moving tnward%K&miah. The savages &

S —
f\J soon stopped to gathe::;,\new recruits from the Lapwai reservatio&for theipr

J\_succesa was fast bring ing to them the hesitating. They pitech-

ed théir lodges in the walleys dlong the @lear-Water near thebmouth of

the Cottenwcod Creek, The Volunteers Iav01d1nr= them & ascended
MLE@UQM

Round-Hill, a high butte in the neighborhood,and put them-selve?}\un..

the watch., During the W first night, a party of indians stole

their hbrses:isetting about forty of th;-nu on 'fc}gt,but owing to

P Uesdeokibos)

i strong placeilaxmng the rocks the hostiles did not undertake to
A

further molest them . Gen. Howard had already sent word by a daring

ofTficer +to these ?uluntegrs to stay there gquietly while he was workingk
W, mediae W : ¢ting

his troops a.roundhb:.r the way of Jackson'sEriﬁge'with g2 view ¢§& getﬂbe—

rund* th!‘ entire hostile force and, if possible, compelldoseph gntggcept
hatt] a Ea

% ; _
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(g Wodita W
The 10th of July was a busy day. The—@enerai hired'and used seme

to carry a third of kis= infantry at a time
b ac) S i = %

il
That day they thirty 5155; miles, the longest one days march
T LWt

of the campaign. -EE'GTGSbEd the South branch of the Clearwater and

T
encamped between that and the main river at Walls farm.

T |MLasa
ﬁwas :ﬂb*‘l&‘b least a dozen miles beyond the Indian lodges, on the

LA

Northeastern edge of the wild, rough plateauTbefare namedlwhere the

battle was destined to be fought.

—_

s
The Indians were by no means alarmed when their scouts shﬂwe%hthe

ek

Volunteers on the lofty Round Hill WEstward' nor were they much Mmaore

M WAL v
disturbed when it was reported that G

were eastward of them ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁv two rivers,

Joseph, Whitebird, Hcﬂi-hﬂol~sute, UlicuEJJnseph's tall brother, and

soldiers

Lookingglassljust joinedgfter being fer sometime neutral, all, the

war-chief and heads of bands, agreed in couneil that they were now

23
stlong enough to engage General-Howards main forse., They &new now
from what direction ﬁhﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂ@:ﬂl would approach them, They would

4 3 -"

get together, all mounted, asm& conceal themselves in the deep valleys

of the Cottonwood, the Clearwater Branch and the neighborlng capon,

and be ready to run up the valley of the Branch and make an attack
at the word™ [Each chieftain had his men told off, The womenilike
regular quarterm&sters'carad for the baggage and the herd of spare

alway
horses, and wergﬂﬁo keep well back from the thick of the contest wivere
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Page 7.
and stay where the lodges were pitched. Jusephrhefﬂre the battle1II

Aol

was a& confident of victory as—Fee—at—tFe—andol-the—Ffirst—dey—al Geiiys-

baeg . The streamsfrere generally fordible; the banks high}sttEp and

protecting, only broken through by cross ravines and cdﬁnns. There was

faeer a2 quantity of small trees and bushes in the ravines, and the

grnund was every where, between the river and the Branch, rough and

gullied. Now turn to the little columm of white men, a few troops
Yorer o

of horse, a few companies of fﬂutrt:r howitzers and ¥me gatling gunﬁ,
AN

all tnldrless than 2 single regiment of the Rebellion.

With scouts well ahead and covered with Ekinmishersjthey move guietly

along the unused trail; they hunt theyir way through an extensive

&

forest; they probe the ravines and % c¢rown the few bare hillg,till,

about na n, they emerge into comparftively open ground, Lleutenant
ﬂ@m«_&

Fletc takes on a sudden impulse to try

his field-glass. H e gallops off to join the headmost scout. A few

hundred yards being gained, standing on a knoll to the left of our

path, he cateches the first glimpse of the indians. They were moving

about restlessly near the mouth of the Cottonwood, well beyond the

deep-down Clearwater Branch which here and there, in spite of its steep

banks, reveals itself to his glass, Fletcher at once sent word;

"rere they are Generszl", The (feneral then dispatched an Aide to Capt.

T;lmbzli; he
s "Take your troops and push straight on westward to ?¥~rivar

and watch out in that direction®. The Aide went with Trimp*le to
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scout the peninsula and bring back report. General Howard then rode

NuemeroLes
over to Fletcher and saw plainly?sounted indians in motion. They
d A
(o & )"WW {,.z'.!
seemed to have just discovered his approach and were taking on seme {

As

furmation_a:‘the General was 1oukingrhe said: "Let the column keep well
closed up and come forward quickly”. Soon the four pieces of artillery
J
were at Fletchers knoll, and Lieutenant Otis commanding them was firing}
endegvoring to reach the masses of indiangs that =W engaged his attention,
of i
Our little column on the trai}kpad well nigh passed the deep cﬁﬁbn
and the eross ravine near it and were coming together on the flat rlat-
@au opposite the mouth of the Cottonwood, when it was discovered that
L
the indians were galloping}Pp the main Branch on both shores, mostly
eoncealed by the high banks, Their leaders turned to the left into
e . -a.- -
the @rand ca¥nn and were passing at a run up it into tda® cross ravine,
p 7~
which being wmewsk stony and woﬂded'gave them good cover, 0f course
the trnops}to confront thewimust now face about; because their enter-
Prising enemy is nearly in their rear, and there is danger of being
caught before we ahe ready, and also of their cutting off some aupply
pack=mules that are bearing anfinition and food. Tired mules with heavy
loads will often lag behind and bother the best of quatermasters.
It was just this way that the same indians had turned Perry's flank
at Whitebird, It was the same game that the Sioux under Sittingbull
had played with Custer in Montansa, And how they now sped on, yelling

and running their horsea! Crises like these teach men to keep their
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wits about them, There will be excitement at a fire in a city,ianE

mvapeeded carth-guake, a sudden flﬂﬂdlur a terrifiec storm at sea;

s0 in an indian onslought there will be great Excitement. How im-

portant then for a leader to have some plan previously digegted and to

2 vinsy bods

put it promtly into execution. A moment before twa Gagemgl was made
-~

to believe that the indians were trying to escape, for Chapman the guide

had said; "They can not get away exeert by the big caﬁun back there",
Wos e lﬁ{juﬂ;&uhﬂ4ﬂﬂi“*Hﬁj

Now he—sew Chapman's erroai‘ At once ME took the offensive, He—s=mt

R

Jhe small battery, back at a double quick; it was guarded by the troop

o
of Captain Winters. Winters pes®®d around the head of the cross
] e 13 IRe,

ravine, an%;just beyond the bluff weeses down in Ef.low ground, he
\
found some indians already dismounted hiding and waiting,
ﬁiumursgknstantly dismounting his menjmut them into 1ine€iﬁhe horses
R

were led back by a few troopers, The firing began at once, Carbines

Shws s
and rifles ecracked, gatlingﬁkrattled, and the howitzers hnome%iand the
L
air was full of sound, Meanwhile several mounted indians s;éving to
ATt~

keep beyond the range of the guns, kept extending their line t;Er it

e

became a great enveloping curve, Colonel Mason, Haa::é*& Inspector,

seeing how needfui}it was to lengthen auiﬂ}ina, hurried up Captain
i

Burtons Company of infantry. It quickly took Winters place pushig1(

his troop off to the left, Now the firing beczame more brisk.

G-P—MMMMM ‘-‘
Mengwill fire pretty fast when first in action, The few laggard mules
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Page 10,

wkth their heavy loads were in danger. The first indians that came out
5 it

of the ca'ﬁ"on,we would eall them flankers ,succeded in disabl‘ing two of
&iJ(EEEFi“ﬁH»udAJ
these mulesalnaded with howitzer ammunitionjand they killed the packers
in charge. By this time Captains Whirpple and Perry had dismounted thﬁ-ir
] =
cavalarymen and prolonged Winters line so much that they could cover
the fallen mules by a rarpid fire;sssl so they saved the ammunition from |

#
capture. A bravc messenger Prom—the—gererad had during the melee

guided the main supply train till Captain Wilkinson,aide-de-camp,

: ',l.q.i-l.qgin.“l’_ P
came to help him. Thegﬁfassed the train near theccavalry harsesl;:b
well beyond the hostile fire,. Just as speedily as it could be done

[T TE
Trimble was brought bac]a)gnd all the remaining cnrrmaniesﬂput in+to
M-
position. Te line,as we have seen, looking back'had now its infantry
MW“
on the right, and next -&n::ﬁ;“ its artilery and ecavalry, all actipg
Ly

&

as infantry. It was a thin line, shaped like a cresent,timas: }“

The indians by iﬁ&ine more or less ecntinunu,)\enveloped ours, thusyS¥

e
m Joseph and his wartripes showed great boldness

and executed their movements witheout hesitation. Opposite our right
: [ TP
they were lower &esm than we, behind rocks,logs and trees. The:,;\eon-

structed some rude barricades. At most other points they found shelter

and were usually omt of sight,  Near our left flank upon a small hill
QM(S;‘HW teedosrrmn mp S
one indian urposely cxposed himself to view throwmg his red blanket

'\d-v"u-.- T
ke a flag n—MT and leaping about from point to point
| N p
M Wit B run e
"I‘F Wt an occasional sight of others in the edge of af

netb—n . naighbnrinii wood.,
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o Gpsrn L__ﬂ Page
ﬁ’eu distributed thﬁir best shooters at various points.

One group was so located as to command our ohly spring of water which =

waz situated some distance c;;HFt;E;:uﬂur left. The river behind us

was so far down and so much exposed to skirmishers from the other bank

that nobody ventured there. There was a little muddy pool ey

W‘.
Srx2icw near our held hﬂrses,bFut it was too alkaline for much use.

loeed
Thus _hemmed in, with savages zwperensdy very numerous and fighting with

N
all the fierceness of Arabs,with=out drinking-water,and with every man
posted in a defensive line, the situation was ,it must be confessed,

T—
not very encouraging. True,all the indian8charges were firmly

resisted and there was no immediate danger!of their breaking through.

But how could wefend this troublesome work? In the afternoon severa%j\

indians kea& crept furtively toward Capt. Bancroft'sand Lieut. Haughey's
i d d i Fr

company-fronts, seized a ridge, and with good shalter'bzxf-d it,

began firing not thirty yards coff.
cofila
In the skirmish& that ensued Bancroft,Lieut. Williamsand several of
ey,
their men Iﬁreﬁynunﬁed. Capt. M, P, Miller, the senior artilery officer

was near by and saw that something must be done at once,for our men

afacads

were, giving way.

=

Miller ran to Bancroft's front and called out;¥"Cheer and charge!"
H8 then sprang ahead beckoning to Haughey to come on.

Haughey and his company obeyed the call and joined Bancrofisiin the-cheed_
*1{1 :‘ﬂf-ﬂy Mr
and charge, and the ridge was promptly cleared. The indians feoxr

[ S\ A "

sEF+y ran back,to the barrigades thay had,left.

B R e
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A11 the right wing___ Capt. Evan Miles leading his own infantry ____caught
Auhiey Siro o Hner el sgrd y T
the spirit of this mﬂvemqntiand rushed furwargﬂhcnvering the howitzers

which had almost suffered capturefassd galning irmportant ground.

g“ b

We had not as yet done much, merely taken the outworks of Joseph!s

-

sheltercd line. Following up the excitement Wilkinson gathered all &
the available men who from any cause were not in front, ineluding horse
. holders,orderlies,extra)duty and train men, and with them made a rush

Thes Menp”

from the right down into the ravine. tEEEﬂ also drove in the worrysome

sharp-shooters and nade our expossed right flank more secure,
v 614
FletchE{hpointed the howitzers and helped on all the exeiting charges

b% landing shells so as to exrlodih?mowg the indians. But this noisy

“.

Woedd) §

-

work only made the warriors ecling more closely to their barricades,

for like their white antagonists they had piles of logs and rocks in fﬂh#f

glee n

!
« Of them. Farther to the left the indians soon attempted the whitemans

A -
.
i‘ %ga&m. XIn squads they too yelldd and charged, but Winters

Mo:ris,Perryaand Whipple quickly arrested these onsets and sent the ind

'*‘l

Pottnet-

back with severe 10ss i, Such partial combats were inspiring,
é but as darkness came on our conrades did not take a very hnpefulj( view

Bf the field. Cut off from all communication with the cutside WD?I&QJ

{ . vy -5
ﬂﬁh—.‘f@ water supply still in the enemy§s hands, with every fighting
' i T
man on the line:’_a single Y9 long and thin' and with indians numereéus
; : h irel -2
enough to encircle fReNr whole front, the night_was cheerless indeed.

1 o ek
éE There was little sleep.)ﬁnew barricades werdeconstructed on both side®,
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Our men said little but with the few inplements at hami".mrked hard.,
The indians wese nnisy‘and like Goliath of 014ﬁ8efied %Eeir foes. ,#Fdf\

’i"ﬁer did not lack English words, which , rough and profaneit}-ey hurled

Ot
acerosg the disputed ground, To have e officers risk their lives

by going in the night to the apringII
Wern Mt Wre
t-hu’greatly encouraged u?\;a This they genercusly did severzal =
A

and bringMlg back water to refreshh

times before dailight appeardd.
In the daytime it had not been safe to sB from one part of #jre line

A
to an ather, To avoid a shot our officers found that they must
creep,like chiﬂdren‘to and from the front One pease—snd- hearty
ot Pollock pobous (o Widis eomisninds g hepsernry
officerﬁ‘when asked how he, so large a mark'had passed from the center
to the flank of his company, answered in a half whisper,®"Oh, being
too fat to crawl, I rolled®. It wes much more comfortable tc get
about by night, for in the darkness the indians did not waste many
sl‘ut:-'l'.zcﬂ:J At last came the dawn, Matters were yet substa;ntially X
Gesen propcscysth

ﬂfjtad an offensive plan.,shich

unchanged, except that

. P
. It was first,to recover s spring,.
Visasr
Second, te—see—de—id-that every man ﬁz? his breakfast, not omitting
o
a cup of coffee for each. Third, to withdraw Captain Millers Artillery

Battaliman
(211 that were serving as Infantry) from the front line.

Fourth, at an hour appﬂintedruiller was to form a column, move out

(TP
southwart_ijpierce the hostile 2= and when just far enough across
N :

face to his right and recll up that line. The howitzer battery and all
e A shevld he
@ther troops were to gupport and follow up Millers movement if,successfil-e
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;g‘i s ”H‘H1
But Joseph seeming to anticipate some cﬂntrivancgﬁpad his own offensive
plan, He set in motion a herd of t::::;:some three hundred strong
Maside. o fe O,
and directed them across the space, not covered by our troopsywith a
A 2
. nauky
view to stampede our animals ahd possibly break our 1lqg§ and terrify
r o s ¢ A‘“
our men., They ran e a herd of wild ﬂnlmﬂl%AFeeplng well together ,

o Uese
but were themselves turnmed from their, course gff ¥ by the dischargea

of a few pieces*and disapeared as su?%:nly as they came without doing us

= for Mie revw

an{h§ama§e. Our ﬂperatiﬂqafﬂmmencad about sunrise,
: : ST TET
Miller had Otis' battery so located as to shell the bushes and hollows

in the neighborhood ef the spring. Perry'saifg Rodney's men waiting
) Hox ;

on foot near at han th-n‘with no little shnutingrm&de a series of

charges from hilloek to hilloek till the groégb was cleared of enfmies

e agu&i”r
far and near;ﬂﬁhe indiang flegM™g from their hiding places.

N

s
Immediately picket postswere so chgﬁn and ocﬂupiad'that a man, going

with a pail to the water, could not again be molested.

“ﬁhon,little fires had started and camp-kettles were steaming,

The handy SDlﬁlBInﬂGﬂkS sent from each company,made ready the hot
GfoEiﬁsﬁ that before twa hours had expired offlcers had been cheereaed

thf‘ﬁd"fwﬂ-‘t’“ﬁ;m‘ ﬂz‘"M

and refreshed by a respectable breakfast. The third thing dEV1SE%AFaE

[ — — i, o

not so0 easy to execute, There was masle strong protesting: "Oh no Generd
ﬂ.!mnfg

our lines are too weakfi&%if:uﬁyt It is not safe®. But the General
remaeined firm and shouldere%&the risk. Captain Millerthen cautiously
(A

withdrew his four companies: wh1131M1les and Perry stretched out their
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~ Page 15
battalion-lines to fill the gap so created. It was fortunate for us

rperhaps that Joseph did not comprehend what we were doing and so made

\

no attack while the companies were in motion, Miller at half-past
two, the time designated was just ready to start across the ravine
held by jhe indians, His entire command,in waitinﬁwere filled with
hope and expectancy reseéy to take up the parts assigned them,; when

lo, 2 big dust sppeemedsit rose some two miles away toward the southeast,
. Jha dlecatfrod |
All our field glasses were turned that way. }\ appraachy a2 it

came nearer some one suddenly cried out:"It is Ca¥alry”.
woltih wrrd K vus

Yes it was Captain Jackson's troop that had been coming from Fort Klamath
. ey wert )

with instruetions to join ug%fscnrting supplies ., The cheery

sight gladdened all hearts on our side, but affected the watching

A

indians with . Inmediate}x the General-—ordered the expectant

S : ool
Wun Iy St

Artillery battalioT?tn pash out and meet the coming Cavalry. Miller
b \

moved at once g®& rapidly,taking the indians by surprise, so that only

WA\ ) e Liams ' =
moderate skirmishing aros$: It f:fk,hGW~ever'more than an hour to brirng

in the new trocp;(pome fifty strnngjand the provisions,
General McDowell's Aide-de-camp, Major Keeler,a courteous gentleman and
gall%nt officer, accompanied Captain Jackson and brought us kind words
of encouragement from our Division General at San Francisco.
Now, as Millg#yhn had dropped bacﬁbehind the new comers as they neared
b s

Joseph's 1ine’was about in position to execute the mﬁ::mont which had

been for an hour interupted, General Howard with Aides and ordilies
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'1;”“* cln

rode to a good point for pbservatlon As he moved away he asked 4
Y %
Major xaelaﬂ¢f—hzf:;;hed to see the battla'ﬂg accompany héw-flee .

With a smile of surprise at sucHa quiet invitation the Major joined
[i¥ ] : .
the Geheral and tgt by his side through the noisy and dusty conflict

that soon ensued§ | Miller's column begen to move quickly toward us, andf:'

b

encounterimg quite a storm of bullets fitfully strickingthe ground

.“ J%‘é_\
around him, He had again pierced the indian line when his men faced

S Fe 5

-to ¥88 left and charged, Rodneys company, havéng halted a mOmﬂntilat

IS DTSN
the others pass, then fﬂllowed'sﬂme wey in rear, to guard against the re-

/
peated attempts of th%indians to get amund one flank or the other
of the moving front, There was some obstinate resistance at Joseph's

e o]
barricade, some rapid firing, but no indian dreamt of such a rolling

uﬁ?‘ After a few more wild shots and a few bold but vain efforts
to gallop around Miller's command the indians gave way en mass¢ and

began to run down the ravines and the steep slopes to the Clearwater

branch, and then to wade ot swim to the other shore, Mose quickly’thnuu

A ity
one can tell it Generad>Mowsed's force had taken up the pursuit,he

Infantry, Artillery, and Wintar; trunpi on font’and the remaining gavalry
on horsehankjthat is[all who had time to get to their horses and mount.
The gatlings fairly flew to the river bluff with JacksoﬁL troop abreast
of them in lively support; there they opened a brisk fire on the retra-
ating hostiles, ghe howitzarsfa little later’eame galloping to the
same héights with'Trimble; men close behind them; and they threw taheir

Bursting shells into the living ravine and amid the waiting lodges
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Page 17
beyond thé rivér.

The fugitives mainly went back by the routes they had come, down cross

-

ravines into the large canon and thence out into the river ; but some
tumbled over the rocks and crags and sped mounted or dismounted down
the roughest inclines till the river was alive with wading crowds of
frightened ponies and p#) éndians,

It was noﬁxsiq%y flight and pursunit.  Every thing except the cannon

Hie

and the packs took ewewy foot-pathSor water-coursesto get first to the

Branch. -The indians gained the south bank by the time the Cavalry got
al

to the o+har. The women and the herds were =3 raady in full retresat

Funnlng up every hollow that led from the rlv?d’when sudﬁenlﬁwonderful

to tellia host of warriors all mounted appeared to be turning back and{

L TP

getting ready for another fight. Thlfﬂ?lsturbad g commander of the

Cavalry, Perry and his men stﬂEped as they immerged from the water

Jidlﬁlh
on the indian side. )p?he? were tHEEE ordereg~to ferry over the foot-men
" i hraes [ Rt 3
’1_as the water was rather deep and arlfai This was dope. The indians
sttt 5 eelecl,

return#g\was M brief; it wasﬁa ruse, and a good one; fnc:-rIlr time was con-

-

sumed by itjthe terrified women and children were protected®’and the oad
= = 3
lhﬂ*ﬂjh%

cover of night soon mur%APhelterad all the fugitives from effective

pursuit.
The abandoned indian camp fell into our hands with robes,blankets,
utensils for @ooking,and provisions of wvarious kindg. The losses in

killed and wounded were not so great as one would have supposed, They

-

on both sides a hundeed peoplaiand were as afterwards

did not exceed
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Page 18.

proved alout egually divided. Over a hundred prisoners were subse-
LE =

gquently ;ﬁ\ and sent to Fort Vancouver as a result of this battle,

It was by this remarkable contest at the @lear-water that the

nother year of desperate war with the Bammgcks and Piutes
W
)&Fc procure and establish a permanent peace,

e
A ALy
North-west was for a fime cleared of hostile indians; but it bgt;u;ffgté
.
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