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and ElintnnLﬂd had fﬁraged freely upen the co'ntri. After Burgeyne's
discemfiture he burned Kingston and returned te New Yerk, Ticende-
rega and ether nerthern forts were at once abandened by the British.

Battle of Germantown,
— T Tmm———————

General Washingten left Pott's Greve and moved teo Skippack Creek 14 m;lig
from Germantown, Gen Howe had detached from here quite a force to
eperate against the ferts below Philg,and ether fer supplies, Taking
advantage ef this,Washing*on decided te attack the remainder, A sharp
engagement took place the 4th.,ef Oct.,;but Howe,reinforeced by Corn-
wallis,fupulltd the attack, A heavy fog confused a well planjﬁﬁ effert
causing the less ef 1000 men, The British suffered a depletion ef

abeut half that number., Forts Mercer and Mifflin en the Delgyarg,held
by the patriets,were an annojjance tk British transpoﬂg. They were

both attacked the same day,Oct.22 1777. Fert Mercer, on east bank,

was assailed by 2000 men,Ceunt Denop commanding,and fort Mifflin,on an
island,by the British vessels. Donop was mortally wounded 500 so¥l-
diers disabled and two British ships dismantled, Anether combined
attempt Eégﬁﬁgﬁ Nov.10th,using shoere battery and war-ships for

five days. The garrison driven out,fled to fort Merger whieh itself
was abandoned en approach ef greatly increased British ferces,
Col.Sam.Smith led the heroic defence of Mifflin,Maj.Thayer replacing
him when disabled by wounds, Cel.Christopher Green,with 400 men,aided
by Commedore Hazelweed with twe or three gall&ynguohducted the defense
of Mercer,

Washington kept his army at Perkiomer Creek up te Oct.30th,.vhen rein-
foreced by Varnum's R.I.,brigade and perhaps L000 besideg,he again de-
cided to give battle advancing to White Marsh. Howe brought his army
from Phila.to meet him and from the fifth to the eight of Nov.skirmish-
ed for position., He then made a precipitate retreat to Philada.

Soon Washington's small army moved away to Valley Forge:n for Winter
quarters., Valley Forge has its own terrible histery. ,ef privations and
suffering,many officers leaving the service for want of pay. The patieni
@ormander held the remnant together in spite of rival malice. On the
whole the patriot cause had gained during 1777. British sentiment was

changing;the Freneh acknowledged the new governmen: and were sending
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; The Rhode Island Operation.

o

7% —
ndval hélp undér A~ Al hﬁ%gfhng. Cen.Howe resigned and Sir Henry
Clinton took the elhief command,

The Fourth Gumgaign.
The British administratien for a time seemed to weaken. During the

Spring and part of the Summer Clinton planned merely to held what he
had. Feraging detachments from each army ha@igﬁggﬁnters,g_g.at Quin-
tin's Bridge,Hancock's Bridge,N.J.and at Croocked-billet,Penn. Hear-
ing of the movement of the French flect,the Britigh Ministry feared
that Gliﬁtfﬂ%ﬂd his flcet might be shut in on the Delaware so,under
instrugtions ,Clinton evacuated Phila.and returned to New Yerk. This
movemjﬁ?fzﬁe lﬂﬁbf June 1778. ﬂmﬁshingtﬂn marched directly to intercept
the Briffzh en route., He came so near to Clinton at’ Monmouth N.J. that
Clinton was foreced to fight. Gen.Charles Lee holding the advance and
being already susyected od disaffection,ordered a retreat contrary.to
Washington's instructions. Being on hand,Washington prevented a dis-
aster but repremanded Lee severely,who after that,behaved well during the
battleknﬁ subsequently demanded redress. _Et resulted in his coutk®
-martiel and dismissal. “The battlﬂfras not deecisive;but Clinton marched
off before dawn the next day. In this retreat Clintols total loss was
1500 men and Washington's not to exceed 200. The former,on arrival at
Sandy Heok, found Admiral Howe already there,so the third of July he
erossed his commend in safety %o Staten Island. Washington on account
of the great he§t1halted for some time at Pa;EFus,H.J. He then ?uﬂﬁzﬁ
up the Fudsnnhnd crossed, mmd encamping again at White Flains;thusﬁfould
he meks junetion witktronps in the Highlands,suppoert a projected east-

-
ern movement or turn snuthwarqéhnuld Clinton's hostile plans se require.
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