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| Sometimes times during the war it was difficult for certain jour-
nals to keep their cerrespondents with the armys If anything
improper or calculated to give undue infermatien erept inte print
and inte cireculatien, the cormmanding general held the newspaper
man nearest at hand accountables Often he was banished from the
front, or se treated that he could not successfully report.
Latterly in the war, ceorrecspondents obtained positions as addition -
al aides, or some enterprising junier staff-officer undertook to
vwrite regularly to a public journal, thus doing double dutys,
Por example, Captain Ds P. Conyngham, an Irish officer who pub=
lished a beok after the war, was in the Twenty-third Corps en
(General Judah's staff. He also corresponded regularly with the
New York Heralds I mention him partieularly because he was pres=
ent at the battle of Resaca, and gives some characteristic pen
sketches of some of the prominent acters in that battle.
That General Sherman, "ho had eften been misrepresented by tise
correspondents, was not at this time very friendly to them appears
in Conyngham's sketch of himes The evening of the 13th, of May,
wit;i;:; staff=officer, General Sherman jeined MecPHerson in Sugar
Valley. Conyngham says, "He was anxiovs and nervous, as was
evident frem the fierce manner he pulled at his wnlit cigar, and
iwitched that strange rough face of his"s In another place he
says, "He has little reserve in concealing his opinions of other
officers®, He had werked hard all night after his arrival near
Resacae Sherman was then greatly disappointed. With his intense
confidence in McPhersen and his Army of the Tennessea, he had be-
lieved that Confederate Johnstén's ferce would now be driven into

e broken and disasirous retreat; but by McPherson's pulling back

to Sugar Valleythe whole programme was changeds Now a big battle

must be feught against an intrenched position.
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-I will give the scene just west.of Re=aca as the correspondent
presents it. *Next day (the 1l4th, eof May, 1864), wearied and
sleepy, he =at on a log, beside a shady tree, to rest himself,
and soon fell asleeps He had but a single ﬁrdérly with him; some
man in passing made an insinuating comment, for example, 'A@rutty
way we are commanded's Sherman awakened by the neise of passing
men eoverheard the remark: 'Step, my man,. « . while you were sleep-
ing last night I was planing for you, sir! and now 1 am taking a
nap'v.

A little later, when several generals had gathered areund him, he
was teld that Jehnston had evacuated the Recky Face Ridge and
Palten, and that Kilpatrick had been woundeds I had the night be=
fore prought the first item of this news, so that Sherman already
IhoT Bellie Wl folloan .
knew ijb\ New reflecting upon the sitvation at Resaca, he said,
*Well, we must get them out of this tees MePherson, had vou held
this pesition when you first occupied it, they(the Confederates)
would find themselves in a nice trap". 'ﬂeneral'n}replitd McPher=
son, "I feund my flank exposed and oepen teo them by goods roads,
whilst I had not a single read by which reinfopcements could come
up, if attacked; so I fell back te a strenger pasitiuni. 'th.
pshawi"said Sherman. "It can't be helped new, though".
General Thomas was with Sherman that morning. The lively captain
Thenas rr

Ioakuﬁppun %%? sturdy face and wrote, Major=General Thomas is

quite the reverse of Sherman, beth in manner and appearsnce. He is
tall, stout, with brawny frame and sheulders. His head is slight=
ly bent forward, as if drooping with care and thought¥. (This was
temporary, for habitually Themas's ﬁE@d was erect.) "His hair
and beard, which hé wears cut pretty short, are rather dark, and
slightly sprinkled with gray. He is about fifty years of age and

looks his age fullys « « As & general, Thomas is calm and cautious;

does everything by rule; leaves nothing te ahénce.
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; He makes his arrangements for a battle with caution and foresight,
and 1s fure to have every column anﬂ‘divisinn move with elosk=-work
regunlarity, and strike &t the proper time and pPlacesNothing dis-
turbs or unnerves himY.

I regard this as a fair picture of General Thomas as 1 saw him
that morning when we were bringing our corps inteo position before
Resaca, except the idea conveyed that he was a mere machine-mane
His' intellect wus aciive enough while devising or plaé}ng, but
firm and steady when a degision had bheen arrived at. He was
thoroughly subu{ihate. He earnestly seconded General Sherman in
all his undertakings, whetherjust in accordance with his judgment
or not.
Vhile these sketches were being offered and taken on the—muzt a_
preminent point of ebservation between Resaes and Taylor's Ridge,
the troops were struggling through the ravines and thieckets iniﬁ
a position enecireling Johnston's lin!s,i;;fch were already firmly
established.
Joseph E. Johnston speaking of Rasacg says, "The two armies(Sher=
S
man's and his own) were formed %H#ﬁ;gacénearly at the same time;
so  that the Federal army could give batfle on eqral terms, ex-
ecept as to nmmbers, by attaecking premptlyv,-the Jifference belng
about ten to fomt,
There is ev;dcntly a mistake in this statementsIn all anfnnwrhtﬁ(
vritings this claim of disparitvy of nmmbers is noticeables
As General Polk hae nrriv~$, and the Confederate army at this
place is admitted by Heod te have been then abeut seventy=five
thousand, and as General Sherman's ferce was at first ninety-eight
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, then being diminished byﬁ
a thousand casualties at Rocky Face and vieinity, and increased

by Steneman's cavalry, which did not exceed feour thousand, giving

a new agyregate of about ene hundred and one thousand sevenhundred






and ninety-seven, it is diffieult to understand how Jahnstenﬁcan
make it anywhere near two teo one apainst himself. It is well, ff

hewever, te remember, what we have before frequently netieced, thmf;g

r'g.

eur oppenants used the werd 'aff&ut1v¢g'f pr@bably cnunt;ng thu
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actual number of meﬁ ;arry1ng rifles and carb;ne?;xﬁultitudinnus
and varied the duties might be. Tt is, therefore, plain that the
disparity between the armies was net very great at the battle eof
Fesaca. Ve sesbxbiy could net possibly put inte line of battle,
counting actual fighting elements, more than four mun-tﬂ Joehnston's
three.

With regard teo "attacking promptly®#. that is easily said: but te
attack at once en arrival at a new place is seldom practicable.

To do so it should require an immediate and therough knowledge of
the struné% and pesitien ef your opposing forcess On the 14th,

of May, 1864, Polk with the'ﬂorps had already come up from belew

and formed te the right of the twe Confederate brigades whiech had
MM"LM-M-_.

been ﬁ\t Resacﬁ)andq completely intrenched. For jh-defensiv-,
in twe hours' time that new line could have been extended to the
Connasauga, making a beautiful front fromthe Oostanaula along
behind Ggmp Creek. For defense, the position between these three
streams-from the rugped nature of the grdeund, the materials at
hand for ebstructions, and the grand ﬁlaces for locating all his
artillery- was te the Confederate cormander asffood as the Fred=
ericksburg Heights to lLee.
Wext to Polk's corps came Hardee's, and on Hardee's right the
¢orps of Hood, which was faced west &nd nerth, near Huey's house,
in a strong double lines Hood covered the railway and effectually
¢losed every other appreach from that quarter.
Johnsten's line was now three miles in extent, and curved=-some=

thing like ours at Gettysburg=in the shape of a horseshoe, so that
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it was easily reinforced from one part te another and from its
reservess As always in this campaign, this Gapf&daratu army was
promptly marched into pesitien and theroughly intrencheds.

On the other hand, our ferces approaching Fes:ca through the Gap
on the ene side, and from Dalten en the other, had te feel for
the enemy's picket lines and fer each other in that blind, rough}
broken, wild, tangled, unknown ragién. 1t vas near twelve o'clock
of tﬂe 14th, of May, befere we had formed selid junetion, and then
the lines had to be changed as we worried forward through trouble-
semQ ravines, wooded valleys, hills obstructed by erags, steep

rocks, old logs, and undrebrushe. Sﬁmetimss leng gaps between
brigades troubled the division cammanéfis, and sometimes an as=

tonishing everlapping of forces displaced regiments as they were 3

advanceds.
'4". L
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The 14th, then, was mainly spent in placing McPherson on our

™

right near the Oostanaula, Schofield nex¥, and Thomas on the left.

I
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My corps, the Fourth, réhchedvthe railroad and formed the flank,
Shermen's extreme left, and was faced against the stirong position
of Hoods As the Connasauga bended off far to the east, it was
quite impossible for my left regiments to reach that river, so
that I was again forced toghave the left of my line "in the air".
But Stanley's excellent division stationedtiara, by refusing (draw-
ing back) its left brigme@mu nicely posting its artillery, ferm=
ed as good an artificial obstacle against Heod as was possible.

Let us now go to Sherman's southernmost troops, and for a time
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confine aunxepﬂratians ;i-the Army of the Tennessee.

It will be remembered that Gﬂneralr McPherson, its commander, fell
near Atlanta, before the end of this campqign, s0 thatfbaing his
sugcessor, his dispatches and records fell to me. In making up

my report, I said for the 9th, of May, *The cormand on the lead






Y (General Dodge's Sixteenth Corps) pushed en,the cavalry in advance,
E'!d-:’. C:{ (s ';'ji: i’.:{_ P "
i1l within about ulghtﬂ:ﬁileﬁof the town Resaca),when Kilpatrick

encnunteréd considerable inféntry force, in charging which he was
wounded and obliged to leave the field.® The date was an-urror.
This wounding oeccured in the mamner and at the place described,
but near noon uflthe 12th, instead of the 9th of May.
Kilpatrick sustained his usual reputation for beldness and active=
ity in scauting}and for success in promptly elearing awaﬁ#he
enemy's outposts This wound, though severe, did not long detain
him from the field.
The ferward movement from th; Snake Creek Gap was taken up and
compl&ted on the 13th, of May. Ane Corps, lLegan's Fifteenth, was
o
deployed, and General Veateh's division, ‘i&thu Sixteenth, hruughﬁ
up in support. The resistance of the enemy's skirmishers became ﬁ
. ~w (legde e
greater and greater as Logan's lines neared Camp ﬂrae{{ Ceming
to an open field, he discovered beyond the field a nu}th and
south ridpe of land net more than & thousand yards distant.
This ridge was occupied by Confederate artillery, and supported
by Cenfederate infantry, mederately intrenched. Quiak;y Logan
had a h;ttery well placed and put inte aetion, and in a short
time succeedi&ﬁ in silenciny the uppuging%annﬂn; then his brave
men , in line, sprang ferward to c¢lear ihe ridge and possess it.
At this point, cressing the Resaca wagon=roead, G&naraiLngan's
entire cerps teok permanent position; and one division of the
Sixteenth, under brave General DNodge, formed line on its right,
and the whole front was speedily covered by breaﬂt‘ﬁorks and
ditchess RXesaca was now in plain sight, so that the town and the
railway bridge near it were exposed to Logan's perpetual artillery
firing.

General Sherman had instructed MePherson, just before the remain=-

daﬂaf the army joined him, to work teowards his left and forward,
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and make sh effort to sui:eihs railroad north of Resacas Te this
end, during the 14th, ef May, seve: al demonstrations were made
by HuPherson'sﬂpmw'uf the Tennessee te carry out Sherman's in-
struections, or at least to keep confedeérate Polk's men so busy
that they could net reinforce Hardee and Hood farther north,
where, judging by the sound, hard fighting was going ‘on against
Thomas and Schefields Logan Ssays, vgeneral Osterhaus (ene of his
division commanders)took advantage of the feints to attack the
enemy's skirmishers in thiheavily-wnoied valley near the roads
This was done in the most gallant manner. The bridge ever Camp
creek (the stream which separated us from the enemy) was carried,
and the Twelfth Missouri lnfhntry thrown forwariinta jhihuﬁds pred®
vieusly eccupied by the enumy?thus forming a living ﬁhﬁ?'ﬁf“ﬁtﬁt-
which[operatian), in the ensuing movements, proved of great valuel’’
From this bridge-head the Fifteenth @orps , supported by the
sixteenth, beth belonging to McPherson's command made a further
move, driving in Polk's advance from#hg high ground east of Camp
Oreeks The brigades most hetly ungaéed were those of General
Charles Fe Iiu;tgfﬁnd Giles A. Smithe
THe new position was taken by thems It was most impertant, and
Polk hotly contested the ground; vyet MePhersen's men held it
under a hot fire, while their pieneers breught up the intrenching
teols, which they, assisted by many willing hands in the infantry
line, used so effectively that in & short time every exposed
place was under the cover eof fair intrenchmentse
In the early evening, about 7.40,the Gonfederates made an organ=
ized and vigereus assault upen this new line, but they were quick~
1y repulseds In anticipatien of this assaulting business,
Lightburn's brigade had been cent to the right of Giles A. Smith's

brigede, and other troops te the suppor ef the brigade of General
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G+ Re Woods.

These troops were in time to p;ﬁiiuipate in the repulse already
described, and Lightburn, fer his promptitude and energy, received
high cermmendation. A hundred priseners were taken and some
thirteen hundred Cenfederates wureikillud and wounded en that
front in the skirmishgws and in this combat.

The impertance of McPherson's capture of the heights referred to, ¥
situated between Camp Creek and the Oestanaula, ecannet be doubted,
fer the high greund spoiled beth the railway and the wagon-road
bridges, and caused the Cenfederates to la} a new bridge of boats
farther up the river.

On this point , General Johnsten says, "General Sherman was mis-
infermed as to the taking of an important ridge by the advance

of MePherson 's whele line, and bloody repulses of confcderateﬂ
attempts to retake it (this on the 15th); thefa were no such oe=
currences. But on the 14th, about dusk, the left eaw of eur line
of skirmishers-feorty or fifty men- was driven from a slight eleva=
tien in front of our left, but no attempt was made to retake itw,
General Johnston was certainly mistaken,-fur there is ne confliet
in the reperts. The number of the pri#uners taken by MecPherson,
and the number of killed and wounded on his frent, are too speci=-
fic te make an errer probable.

Besides the official reports, I have the werds of a reliable
correspondent of the New York Herald, who was present. He writes
respecting McPherson's movement of the 14ih: 'He(Mufﬁcrsnn] had
threwn Loegan's Corps acress the ereek and occupied the heights en
the east bank of the stream overlooking the town. This movement'?
had not been accomplished without hard fighting. The rebel bat=-
teries along the heights poured a dreadful storm of shot and shell

upon Logan's advances McPhersen, in erder to neutralize this,

e e
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had placed batteries on the Keightz en the weft bank of the siream,

anneying the rebel batteries and thus giving a chance to Logan to

charge across the stream and take possession of the ridge of hills

commanding the rebel pesition around Resaca ".
Surely General Johnston must have been misinformed.
True, these heights were net within his centinuous intrenched
line, but they were impertant outworks, g@inently so, when we ne-
tice that they se theroughly endangered his railway communication
with Resaca.
Refore undertaking teo detail the impertant part borne by General
Themas in the battle of Resaca, we will next follow the movements
of General Schofield's cormand. It was usually called the h;ﬂrmr
of the ﬂhio"but when, as now, separated from its eavalry 1t had
R_ but ene nrm¥ corps , the Twent y=thirde
Yhen McPhersen, under hig erders, was pushing straight for Resacg.
the twe Corps, the Twentieth (Hooker) and Fourteenth (Palmer),
of Thomas's army, were to keep abreast of him on %;i left ef=f@m
As soon as these two corps were in line the whole north and south
front of Johnston was covereds But Camp oreek .the dividing lin:
petween us and our foe, at Palmer's left, made an abrupt up-stream
bend towards the wes}, and the Gonfadtrate* 1ines bent off in the
uppesition direection tewards the Oostanaulas Schefield's lalumna*
swept in at this peint, General Judah's divisien turning by a
sort of right wheel on a pivet at the bend, and the energetic Cox'S
divisien, trying te keep up the right wheel, swept off leftward
while eontinually changing front to the right »
Judah's men came up beldly, but were exposed to a double fire;
every step forward brought them under the fire from G-nfcdernﬁe
batteries in elevated galients, which swept their line. Captain
tenyngham gives a graphic account of Judah's advances He says
that before Judah reached an open space which divided him ffum
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the enemy " his first line wa3 breken and fell back on his seconds
This rallied under the fierce storm of shet and shell and advanc=
ed, but was alseo broken®s Judah then retired to the woods in his
reares Cenyngham futher says,"l was then actiﬁg_aide on General
Judah's staff. My horse was jamed by a piece of rock, splintered ﬁ
by a round sh-lt.%tricking him in the leg, and 1 was leading him
to the rear 1henki met Majer (now Colonel) Wherry of Schofield's.

| staff*s The two held
here quite a parley. Wherry wanted to knew where were Judah's
other aides. The captain peinted them out near a sheltering reck.
vHe (Wherry) rode over tuﬁthum; thev refused to go in (that is,
on to Judsh's frent), and he turned te me exelaiming, "What will I
de'? 'Well, majer, my horse is lame; dismoynt an erderly and I
will go in's + « I went in (under fire te Judah's lines), accom=
panied by the brave, dashing Majer Wherry. Ve succeeded in reach-
ing Judah's pesition between the contending batteries, though
shot angd shell were all the iime plowinyg throeugh the ranks and,
mowing down the colums and trees around us"e.
The gallant captain was hurt and stunned fer a time 1n ecarrying
Judah's erders, but succeeded Eﬁilasﬁ in leading up Hevey's divi-
sien = that is, Schefield reserve-to Judah's reldef and supporte
Meanwhile Cex's division, somehow separated in the weods frem
Judah's, met the enemy beldly on his ewn front, seized his in-
trenchménts, as he says in his book, wdriving the enemy from
them at a charge after a fierce ahawpe struggle®.
By the help of ether troops General Cex's division was enabled to,
held its grau%g, His seldiers did as McPherson's men did later
at Atlanta, ;;?Eg:; themselves on the octi#l#d outside of the
enemy's trenches and sheltered their front by the small -embank=-

ment till help came.

1 remember that swinging mevement of General Cox, for 1 had a
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good place for observation. It was the first time that my atten-
tion had been especially called to this handsome, gallant efficer
and ableman. He was fellowing his treops, and appeared full of

spirit and energy as he rode past the group of officers who were
with mes I was then watching to find where his lines would fin=

ally rest, so as to deploy and suppoert his left. This part of eour

work was exciting, for the air was already full of bursting shells

and other missiles of death.




good place for observations It was the first time that mjy atten-

e The enemy are ' on our solil,
had been especially called to this handsome, gallant officer and a
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lls« = RESACA.
At times during the war it was diffieunlt for certain journals to
keep their correspondents with the army«. If anything improper or
calculated to give undue imformation crept into print and into
g¢irgulation, the commanding pgeneral held the newspaper man nears-
exvsialine

est at hand accountable. Often he wai*Paanhe Fran:the front,
or so treated that he could not succcssfulliﬁrepcrt.

Latterly in the war, €orrespondents obtained Positions as ad-

ditional aides, or some enterprising junior staff-officer under=
took to write regularly to a publie Journal,__thus doing double
dot y. For example Captain D. P Conynpgham, an Irish officer who
published a book after the war, was in the Twenty=third Corps on
General Judah's staffs He also corresponded regularly with the
New York Herald. I mention him particularly because he was pres-

cagd
ent at the battle of Eesaca, and givem sore characteristic penm

T
sketches of sné;;;;aghz prominent actors in that battlee.

That A&eneral Sherman, who had often been misrepresented by cor=
f)-ﬂﬂu—i..t-‘-‘— M&MMW ¢/'l" Loy e e
respondents, was not at this time very friendly to M appears
in Conymgham's sketeh of hime The evening of ihe 13th, of May,
with but one staff-officer, General Sherman joined MePher:on in
Sugar Valleys Conyngham says," He was anxious and nervous, as
was evident from the fierce manner he pulled at his wnlit cigar,
and twitched that strange rough face of his ", In another place
« " i
he =ays,"He has little reserve in concealing his opinions of
other officersd#, He had worked hard all night after his arrival
near Resaca. Sherman was then greatly disappointeds With his
intense confidence in McPherson and his Army of the Tennessee,

he had believed that Confederate Johnston's force wonld now be

driven into a broken and disasterous retreat; but by McPherson 's







Pulling back to Sugar Valley the whole prograrme was changede

Now a big battle must be fought against an intrenched position.

I will give the scene just west of Resaca as the correspondent

presents its "Next day (the 14th, of May,1864), wearied and

sleepy, he sat on a log, beside a shady tree, to rest himself,

and soon fell asleep. He had but a single orderly with him; some

man in passing made gn iﬁsinuating comment, for example, 'A pretty

way we are commanded's Sherman awakened bv the noise of passing

men overheard the raﬁark: 'Stop, my man,. . . while vou were sleep

ing last night I was planning for You, sir: and now I am taking

a nap'",

#}ittle later when several generals had gathered around him, he

was told that Johnston had evacuated the Rocky Face Ridge and

Palten, and that Kilpatriek had been woundeds I had the night

before brought the first item of this news, so that Sherman al=

ready knew it that Dalton had fallen. Now reflecting upon the

sitvation at Resaca, he said, "Well, we must get them out of this

toos McPherson, had you held this position when you first occupied

it, they(the Confederates) would find themselves in a nice trap's wyeg,
o

Genera®™ replied MePherson, "I found my flank exposed and open

to them by good roads, whilst I had not a single road by which

reinforcements comld come up,if attacked; so I fell back to a

= [} te
stronger pﬂsitidﬁ:- "0Oh,pshawi® saic Shermans "It can't be helped

03

now, though"

General Thomas was with Sherman that mornings The lively Captain
looked vpon Thomas's sturdy face and wrote, "Major-General Thomas
is quite the reverse of Sherman, both in manmner and appearance.
He is tall,stout, with brawny frame and shoulderses His head 1is
slightly bent forward, as if drooping with care and thought®,

(This was temporary, for habitually Thomas's head was erect.)
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"His hair and beard, whieh he wears cut pretty short, are rather

dark, and slightly sprinkled with Brays. He is about Fifty years

of age and looks his age fallys « « As a general, Thomas ig ealm

and cautions;does everything by rule; leaves nothing to chance.

He makes his.arrangaments for a battle with caution and foresight,

and is sure to have évery column and division move with eloek=-

work regularity, and strike at the proper 4ime and places

Nothing disturbs or tnnerves him@,

I regard this as a fair picture or General Thomas as I saw him

that morning when we were bringing our €orps in-to position be=-

fore Resaeca, exeept the idea cGonveyed that he was a mere machine-

mans His intelleet was active énough while devising or Planning,

,me‘

but firm and steady when a decision had been arrived at. He Waiﬂ

/Afhnroughly subordinate. He earnestly seconded General Sherman in
Ot
all his undertakings, whether Just in accordance with hiiﬂ?udgmﬁnt

or neta.

point of observation between Resaca ang Taylor's Ridge, the troops
were struggling through the ravines d thickets intq a pesition
e
encireling Johnston's lines, lines whiceh Were already firmly es-
tablished.
Jos@Ph E. Johnston speaking of Resaca Says, "The two armies (Sher-
man's and his ovn) were f-rmnﬁ in front of Resaca nearly at the
Same time; so.that the PFedera) army eonld give battle on equal
terms, eXcept as to numbers, by attacking Promptly,=the difference

being abont ten to foure,

_‘5 A._ Lot ol Py Py

ate writings this ¢claim of disparity of numbers ig noticeab{j&

l@\General Polk had arrived, and the Confederate army at this

: (apy 2 —
There is evidently g mistake in this statement. In all confudurfigb |
A ﬂLiﬂg o .




" J
"
L]
L
M 3 L] i l
.
.
Ll
i L
-
s
. '
ol
L]
.
i -
.
i -
L
F "
i
-
.
F o
oo g
¥ 1
i
: )
"
-
-
" -




Place is admitted by Hood to have been then about seventy-rive
MMM
thonsand, -eswi=ms Goneral Sherman's force was at first ninet y-
. N
eight thousand seven hundred and ninet;-seve%j-then bedme dimin-
ished by a thousand casualties at Roeky Face and vieinity, and
inereased by Stoneman's cavalry, which did not exceed four thous=

e

and , gaetmg a new aggregate of about one hundred and one thousand

A

seven hundred and ninety-seven,:it is difficult to understand
ten to four or even /

how Johnston ean make it anywhere neaﬁﬂtwﬁ to one against hime

It is well, however, to remember, what we have before frequently

noticed, that our opponents used the wurd'gffectives',prubably

counting the aetnal number of men earrying rifles and carbines,

plus the enlisted artillerymen actually with their guns; whereas

our officers counted in all present for duty, officers and men,

@ Acdaid ,
no matter how multitudineus and varied the. duties might be.
: M&m& i '

It is Ty plaiﬁk}hat the disparity between the armies was

not very great at the battle of Resaca. We conld not possibly put

into line eof battle, counting actnal fighting elements, more than

four men to Johnston's three.

With regard to "attacking Promptly®, that is easily sald; but te

N W, : Cgn :

attack at onee on arrival at a new ] aﬁj\}s seldom practicablee

To do so it should require an immediate and thorou knowledge of
cd pidlcs of m}«ﬂﬁm

the sirength and position of your opposing fDrﬂ%ﬁ( On the 14th,

of May, 1864, Pelk with the new corps had already come up from

below and formed to the right of the two Confederate brigades

whiech had been for some time at Resaca, and completely intrenched.

For the defensive, in two hours' time that new line could have

been extended to the Connasauga, making a beautiful front from

the Oestanaula along behind Camp Creek. For defense, the position

between these three streams - from the rugged nature of the grmmr.i_J
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the materials at hand for obstructions, and the grand plaees for

Fe .
gooiﬂgs the Fredericksburg Heipghts to lLee.

i
Vext to Polk's eewpe came Hardee'sland on Hardee's right the corps

- le—- A A
10&&%&11/&1115 artillery = was to the Confederate conmander as

: Aaypry hf“

of Hood, which was faced west-#nd north, near Huey's houseﬂﬂ}n a
strong double line. Hood covered the railway and effectually
closed every utheixépproach from that quarter.
Johnston line was now three miles in extent, and curved-son ing

ULt Hhisiaes = EM.‘_EM ;
like ours at Gettysburg jﬁf“ the shape of a horseshoe, so that
it was easily reinforced from one part to another and from its
reservess As always in this campaign. this Confederate army was

A Dl oy
promptly marched into poesition anEAfharaughly intrenchedes
On the other hand, our forces approaching Resaca through ihe Gap
G twork slowty Y-earsfulls o

on the one side, and from Dalton on the other, h&§4?0 feel for the
enemy's picket lines and for each other in that blind, rough,
broken, wild, tangled, unknowvn region. It was near twelve o'elock
of the 1l4th, of May, before we had formed solid junctmf?i and —
the lines had to be changed &= we worried forward through trouble-
some ravines, wooded valleys, hills obstruected by erags, steep
rocks, old logs, and underbrushes Sometimes long gaps between bri-
gades troubled the division nommandetf; and sometimes an astonishe
in%-verlapping of forees displaced regiments as they were advanced,
The 14th, then, was mainly spent in placing MePherson on our
right near the Oestanaula, Sehofield next, and Thomas on the left.

My eorps, the Fourth, belonging to Thomas, reached the railroad

&
and formed thikflank, Sherman's extreme left, and was faeced #hSH\
e

against the strong position of Hood. As the Connasauga_ bended
is
off far to the east,ﬁwas quite impossible for my left regiments

to reach that river, so that I was again forced to have the left
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of my line%"in the air®. But Stanley's excellent division
stationed there, by refusing(drawing back) its left brigade and
nieely posting its ar tillery, formed as good an artificial obsta=
¢le against Hood as was possible.
T'et us now go to Sherman's sonthernmos: troops, and for a time
confine our attention to the operations of the Army of the Tennes-
See. _) mmmﬁw
C_It.mll be remembered that General liePherson, tj_s_m-, fell
near Atlanta, before the end of this campaign, so thﬂ,ﬁn{m\his
sﬁcessor:lhis dispatches and recordi{ell& mes In making vp
my e=g=i, I said for the 9th, of May, ®The command on the lead
(General Nodge's Sixteenth Corps) pushed on, the cavalry in ad-
vance, till within about eight and a~half miles of the town
(Resaca), when Kilpatriek encountered considerable infaniry force,
lwhargmgh ich he wasAwounded and obliged to leave the field?.
Thirda't.e was an errors This wounding oecured in the manner and

at the place deseribed, but near noon ef the 12%th, instead of the

9th of Ma_,r. — . :: ‘ F 4 MW

Kilpatrml;\sustaxned his usual reputation for boldness and active-

ity in scouting, and for suecess in promptly clearing away the

enemy's ontposts. &wnundcm did not long detain

him from the fields ﬁ—c_wm ‘”"M"“"‘ ﬁ“g‘@ig’m“u*r
The forward movement from the Snake Creek Gap was taken up and
completed ﬁtﬁe 13th, of May. One Corps, Logan's Fifteenth, was
deployed and General Veatch's division of the Sixteenth, brought

l]g_ Jh-ldf%#' mwn)w%

upﬂ‘support. The resistance of the enemy's skirmishers became

a_Theg . :
{:uming/{o M?\field, he diseovered beyond the f+edd a north

and sm:*h ﬁa

greatg and greater as logan's lines neared "amp Creek and Resaca.

not more than a thousand yards d—l%ant-

Thz—.s e was(o uupmd by Confederate artiller ¥y and stpporhod







by Confederate infantry, moderately intrenehed. Quickly Logan

fakivg (o ffﬁfamm
had a battery well placed and put inte action, and in a

A

.ime succeeded in sileneing the opposing cannon; then?his brave

men, in line, sprw:ard te elear the ridge and possessg its

Ay
N

entire corps took permanent pesition; and one division of the

the G.be.

Sixteenth, 1mdernhrava General Dodge, formed line on its right,

erossing the Resaca wagon-road, General Logan's

and the whole front was speedily covered by breast=works and
dl‘_-_t:l.‘kﬂ't W
ditchess g“sacﬂ1“5 now in plain s:.;:ht* u:u:ﬁ::ﬁ th

railway bridge mesr—it were exposed to Lngan's artillery

Firings a‘ﬁkbxﬂ areval N

@s===m3- Cherman had instructed McPherson, just before the remain=

der of the army joined him, to.work t_gwq.rds his left and forward,

&

and make an effort to seize railraﬁi‘ﬁ;;th of Resaca.

To this end, during the 14th, of May, severaljfiemonstratuns were

made by McPherson's Army Wﬂ carry oyt Sherman's
5 Yl JY ag

instructions,er at least #e keep Confederate Polk's men so busy

that &a could not reinforce Hardee and Hood farther northp J"LM__,

3‘.—&-1
m;!y thé sou hard fighting was going on against
N 1 s

::3::-4.--, LY

Thomas and Schofields Ln'% saysy WGeneral Osterhaus(one of his
division commanders) took advantage of the feints to attack the
enemy's skirmishers in the heavily-wooded valley near the roads
This was done in the most gallant manner. The bridge over Camp
Oreek(the stream whieh separated us from the enemy) was carried,
and the Twelfth Missouri Infantry throewn forward into the woods
previously oceupied by the enemy, thus forming a living _tete-de~
pont, which(eperation), in the ensuing movementis, proved of

great value’- From this bridge-head the Fifteenth Corps, sup-

ported by the Sixteenth, both belonging to MePherson's command,

mede a further move, driving in Polk's advance from the high
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ground east of Camp Creeks The brigades most hotly engaged were

those of Generals Charles R« Wood% and Giles As Smithe 4u13
eyt e (a2 “ﬂhﬁhA,Q4npq:J-&d
The new position wasMtaken by thems It was most .l.mpc-r‘t-a
2 coveted % M
Polk hotly contested the ground; yet MaPherson s men it WM

ﬁmw& Anete uit
/{mt fire, while their pioneers tlie mtrenuhlng toolsp

massiq d 'b; many willing hands the infantry line,
used sg e?i‘eutwalf 't-hat in a short time every exposed place
was under the of fair intrenchmentse.

In the early evening, abouit 7,30, the Confederates made an organ-

ized and vigorous assault uvpon this new lipe, but they were quick-

(paetse snd™
ly repulseds In anticipation ef this&w@mg, Light-

A

burn's mbseds had been sent to the right of Giles A.Smith's bri=
Nl ! AY )
gade, and other trnupiﬂo the of the of General

)

Charles R.Woodss - i
W ﬂt‘-‘lu-m,
ese troops were in t.:.mi to participate in the res=ies u}rva-d-;

feseridagy and Ligh‘thur/n, for his promtitude and energy,” racewedﬁ«"h
AR

high commendations A hmdred&m% were taken and some .thire

teen hundred Confederates were killed and wounded on that front

in the skirmishes and in %&&w combat }\The importance, of MecPher=

g Wife L
son's capture of the heights referred—tg;-situated betWeen {amp
Creck and the Ogs{anaula, gannot be doubted, for the high ground "’3«._,
o~ e ali P f ™ A
spoiled,both the railway and the wagon-road bridges, and caused

A

the Confederates to lay a new pridge of boats farther up the riven
U:_,..ﬂ;-r S—;UM’-‘HM“_"‘#_ .
On this point, Genbral JuhnSt%,'Ganeral Sherman was misin-

formed as to the taking of an impertant ridge by the advance of
MePherson's whole line, and bloody repulses of Confederate ate
tempts to retake it (this en the 15th); there was no such oceur=
rence « But on the 14th, about dusk, the left of our line of

skirmishers = forty er fifty men - was drivem from a slight
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elevation in front of our left, but no attempt was made to retake
it%s (General Johnston was certainly mistaken, for there is no
gonfliet in the reportss The number of the prisoners taken by
MePherson, and the number of killed and wounded on his front, are
too spec¢ifiec to make an error probables

L&£L4H#ﬂﬁj A o—

Besides the offiecial reports, I have thz‘rellublﬁr_carrespondent.
M“d‘u—t

of the New York Herald, who was present. He w==%®s reéspecting
u—-—-"'"

MePherson's movement of the 14th: “¥He (McPherson) had thrown

Logan's Corps across the creek and occupied the heights on the

east bank of the stream overlooking the town.

This movement had not been accomplished without hard fightings

The rebel batteries along the heights poured a dreadful storm of

shot and shell upon Logan's advance. MePherson, in .order to

neutralize this, had placed batteries on the heights on the west

bank of the stream, anneying the rebel batterries and thus giving

a chance to Logan to charge across the stream and take possession

of the ridge of hills commanding the rebel position around Resa¢as’)
Surely CoRZ>wN Johnston must have been misinformeds
N #J&Q
True, these heights were not within continuous intrenched
ling, but they were important outwo eminently so, when we
Cotee . Lp~a4w~£:H$£
notice that they so thoroughly endangered his railway communica=

tion with Resacas

Geo- P~
Before undertaking to detail the important part borne by ﬂﬂneraia
Thomas in the battle of Resaca, we will next follow the movements

s wA s (e dlidin s o

of General SechoTield cemmamd. ,¥H was usually ealled the "Army

of the Ohio", but when, as now, separated from its cavalry it

Mam

or#en McPherson ushlng strlight for Tesaea,

AN

the two Corps, the Twentieth(Hooker) and Fourteenth (Palmer),

?_._

of Thomas's army, were to keep abreast of hieﬂaé his left.

had but one army corps y the Tw nt:,r—th da Qﬂb ‘”’ @_d &






/0

,ﬂ'\t @"m%ﬂ.m +
As soon as these two eorps were in line the whole north and south
: paed
front of Johnston ¥was covereds But Camp Creek, the dividing Hime

between us and our foe, w4 Palmer's left, made an abrupt up-stream
bend towards the west, and the Confederate lines hent off in the

e Hesge. ue hufﬂ;n

opposite direetion towards the Oostanaula. Schofléld 8 ai?ﬂnnf}\
qh swept in at this pointy General Judah's division turning by a
sort of right wheel on a pivot at the bend, and the energetiec
Cox's division, trying to keep up the right wheel, swept off
leftward while continuvally echanging front to the rights
Judah's men came up boldly, but were exposed £0 a double fire;

every step forward brought them under the féEa=fegrConfederate
EI;E/I?S Gy prua i s w’w
batteries in elevated sali%nts, ' : ;

e -
Captain Conyngham gives a graphic account

of Judah%s advances
He says that before Judah reached an open space which divided him
from the enemy 'his first line was broken and fell back on his
segonds This rallied under the fierce storm of shot and shell
and advanced, but was also broken®. Judah then retired to the
woods in his rears. Conyngham further says, "1 was then acting
aide on General Judah's staffs My horse was lamed by a piece of
rock, splintered by a round shet, stricking him in the leg, and
I was leading him to the rear when I met Major (now Colonel)Wherry
of Schofield's sﬁaff.' The two held here quite a parley.
Wherry wanted to know where were Judah's other aidess The eap~
tain pointed them out near a sheltering rock. *He (Wherry)rode
over to them; they refused to go in (that is, on to Judah's
front), and he turned to me exclaiming, "What will I do'? 'Well,
major, my horse is lame; dismount an orderly, and I will go in's «
3

I went in Eﬁnder fireﬁyﬂ Judah's lines), accompanied by the brave,

dashing Major Wherry. We suceceeded in reaching Judah's position
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between the econtending batteries, though shot and shell were all
the time plowing the ranks and mowing down the e¢olums and trees
around us®s The gallant captain was hurt and stunned for & time
in earrying Jdndah's orders, but succeeded at last in leading up
Hovey's division - that is, Schofield's reserve - to Judah's re-
lief and support. Meanwhile Cox's division, somehow separated in
the woods from Judah's, met the enemy boldly on his front, seized
his intrenchments, as he says in his book, "driving the enemy
from them at a charge after a fierce struggle®,

By the help of other troops General Gox‘ﬁLﬁsvisian was enabled
to,hold its grounds His soldiur:n&\as McPherson's &itd later
at Atlanta, aligned themselves on the oﬁtside of the enemy's
trenches and sheltered their front by the small embankment till
help came.

I remember that swinging movement of General Cox, for I had a
good place for observation. It was the first time that my atten-
tion had been especially ealled to this handsome, gallant ;;:laer
and able man. He was following his troops, and appeared full of
spirit and energy as he rode past the group of officers who were

e s gpes et 3 9
with me. I wasg then watchin%‘fo find where his lines would

) At
finally restﬂ&fa_qq't“ deploy and support his lefte This part

of our work was excibing, for the air was already full of burste-
ing shells and other hissing missiles of deaths

At the first Bull Run my brigade was detained for several hours
within hearing of the battle fields On an order eoming suddenly
my command was hurried from behind a sereen of thick trees out
into the openings The sound of the eannon, the sereeching of the
shells, bursting here apd there in the air and the great heat

Moo

of the day effected me, as never befores. I experienced the same

M M'(zlaﬁ_cu_ﬂ_ e

effect again se=h=a—gasmt while beholding from a high ground

j\\

L] 5=
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General Cox's and General Wood's divisions going into battles
en

The noise was deaﬁ;ng, the missiles carried the idea of extreme

danger to all within rangﬁjand the air appeared for the time

@o '.)), 6{1 e :
/\ﬁnsuﬁ eated. 4Mw4hnjhﬂ

The effect was like that of a startling panorama of which one
forms a parts Of a sense of danger, deep and strong, relieved
by a magnificient spectacle and the excit nts of the contest.

g

The oppression of rarefied air greatly heated : a
high W (

quickened brain and nerves wrought up to aﬂsteady tensien,
Who ean deseribe it? At any rate moments like tho Bt e~

ordinery glimpses of an extraordinary world whieh leave impres-

gions of interest and memory not easily explaineds
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