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CHATTANOOGA.

A FRIEXD remarks t.haL he is sorry
I undertake tamumitesson the battle of
Chattanooga, because in his judgment
the subject has already been thoroughly
exhaunsted.

I know that there are many accounts.
I have read several of them, and, so far
as my knowledge goes, they| are well

)

written and reasonably dceurate; but as
I was present myself, amd took part in
this battle, my experieqee may differ
from that of others, and fny manner of
telling what I saw and hehrd may throw
some additional light upory those impor-
tant events that have a
the subject of controversy.
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:j.ft.ufr ]'-ursunw Lee to! the crossing of
the Potomac at Willlamsport, General
Meade's army, not a little chagrined at
the enemy’s escape, turned southward,
and crossing the river at Berlin pursued
direct routes as far as the Rappahannock.
It took up a new position, with the
advance at this time in the vicinity of
Culpepper Court House and the rear at
or near Catlett’s Station. The last-
named place was my position, looking
defensively to the left and rear. There,
on September 24, 1868, without pre-
vious warning, the fulluwmﬂ' mandatory
summons reached my lmad—qtmrtm'a -—

“ The commanding general directs
that you have your command [eleventh
corpe] in readiness to proceed to Wash-
ington to-morrow morning by railroad.

“ Yo will at onee notify Mr. J. H.
Deversux, superintendent of the road,
Alexandria, at what points you desire to
have the trains take up your troops, and
the number at each place.

“Your command must have five days’
cooked rations.  You will not wait to be
relieved by other troops, but proceed to
Washington the moment the trains are
ready to take your command. FPlease
acknowledge.

“ By command of Major- General
Meade. 8. WiLLiams,

¢ Assistant Adjutant-General.’
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conld be done in the night and among
the roots and rocks. My report says,

3 * The troops charged up the heights un-
( der heavy fire without returning it, un-
til the enemy was completely routed,
They took quite & number of arms and
prisoners.’?

General Schurz's command was much
delayed from one cause or another, the
night, the low ground, the thick under-
brush (for the command at first avoid-
ed the road, as being too much exposed
o~ f@the ridge along whose foot it ran).
to clear the heights, from which e was
annoyed by a fire npon his flank.  This
work was well done.  Afterward the
brigade of Colonel Hecker, whose name
I never mention without a fecling of re-
spect for his uniform lovalty and eour-
age, made its way to Geary's position.
But long before Hecker's arrival the
work of Geary had been done.

An extract from the observation of a
spectator among the Confederates will
throw some light upon Longstreet’s in-
tentions, matured into plans, as Long-
street saw **during the afternoon the
long, dark, thread-like line of troops be-
vome visible, slowly wending their way
in the direction of Chattanooga.” He
says, * General Longstreet, . . . who
from the peak had carefully watehed the
march of the eleventh corps, determined
to make an attack for another purpose
(not expecting now to hinder the main
object of the movement), merely to eapt-
ure, if possible, a large park of wagons
and its escort, numbering, as was sup-
posed, from fifteen hundred to two thou-
sand men, who still remained in the
rear.

This supposed escort was of course
Geary’s division with his trains. After
leaving General Hooker, with the two
companies of horsemen, skirting the Ra-
coon side of the rough valley, T reached
General Geary at Wanhatchie by three
or three and a balf A.».  There was
then light enough (it may have been
only starlight) to sce #quads of men
moving about in the comparatively open
space just north of Wanbatchie. ‘This
we observed as we emerged from the
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Finally Schurz sent Tyndall’s brigade;

.’"r ;
bushes. The firing was all over and quiet
reirned.
I called out to the strangers so dimly : i

gcen, ‘* Who goes there? ” ¢ We are (7 | i
Beewmew’s men,”’ was the answer, Pere o [0 0L 00
ceiving that they belonged 1o the enemy

I said, ** All right, have you whipped

the Yankees?' The same voice re-

plied, ** We were on their flank, but

our men in front have gone, and we can-

not find our way.** My men then grad-

ually approached, revealed themselves,

and took them prisoners, there heing

probably as many of them as of us,

I passed into the thicket and came
first upon the tent of General George 8.
Green, then a brigade commander. I[e{

i {”ﬁ :
was sadly wounded in the faces” After tg_‘._'_,h{,_-L Qi
a moment's delay for inquiry and sym- ) Qs Vi s il
pathy, his officers conducted me to Geary, | L r'r" Aha
who was glad enough to see me. Hehad | Ft" %i

repulsed the enemy’s attack handsome- S’

Iy, using infantry and artillery. This.

was the place where the mules broke

loose and in terror ran in squads throngh

the encmy’s lines, and gave rise to the

story told in verse, entitled The Charge

of the Mule Brigade. Geary's hand trom-

bled, and his tall, strong frame shook

with emotion, as he held me by the hand ¥

and spoke of the death of his son, dur- £ U0

ing that fearful night. ‘This“son was

Lieutenant Edward B. Geary, Battery

F, Pennsylvania Light Artillery, killed
at his battery during the action.  In this
way the soldier remembers that the ex- i f
hilaration of victory was very often sede= Jly 1 0 e
wned, or cutirely quenched, by real grief %
over its cost, a cost that eannot be esti- |
mated !

Seeing Geary now secure in possession
of the field, T hastened back to reccive .
from General Butterfield mge aceount of (L [~107.
the complete suceess of Steinwehr and |
Schurz in routing the enemy’s checking |
forees, and driving all across the Look-
out Creek. ' Many officers and men wora
killed and wounded during this blind {
strugple.  Colonel Underwood, of the ‘ {
83d Massachusetts voluntecrs, was des- |
perately wounded, his wound sapposed
at the time to be mortal. He partially
recovered, to be lame for life.
It surely conveys a wrong impression
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lively, and hearty style. Grant says,
“ Take the chair of honor, Sherman,”
pointing to an old-fashioned, high-backed
rocking-chair. #* Oh no! that belongs
to you, general.” Grant, showing that
unfailing covert humor that always ap-
pears when there are no politicians pres-
ent to annoy him, continues, ** I don’t
forget, Bherman, to give proper respect
to age.” ¢ Well, then, if you put it on
that ground, I must accept.’”’  So Sher-
man takes the high - backed chair and
leads off in a most entertaining talk,
bearing upon passing events. At this
interview, casually referred to in his
Memoirs, began my personal acquaint-
anee with General Sherman,  His ehar-
acter is written on his face and appears
in his manner and conversation. He is
above the medium height, stands erect,
and earrics a head capable of continu-
ous study and thought, with a mind as
acute as it is capacions. He has a volce
that iz sonorous, manly, and attractive,
and a manner that secures your atten-
tion and wins yonr confidence. Tntro-
duce any topic, and Sherman is at home.
His memory for detail strikes you at
onee as extraordinary, and his ability to
earry with him the knowledge of places
and localities long since scen shows a
remarkable source of power at his com-
mand as an officer.  His marked pecul-
iarity in contrast with General Grant
wag a wonderful sugzestive talent.  He
would draw up five plans of campaign to
another man's one, while General Grant
would weigh the matter and sclect the.
best. .
After the general plan of battle had
been settled on, Sherman returned to
his troops at Bridgeport, and marched
them to ws by the route of Hooker's

vement, already deseribed. Owing
) raing, bad roads, and the breaking
of the bridge at Brown's Ferry, it took
till the 234 for Sherman to get three of
his visiu:{}inm place, some thres miles
sbove Chattanooza, on the north bank of
the Tennessce, near the mouth of the
N":'Tth Chickamanga. General Thomas
retinforced him directly by the division
ai-ﬁgnuml;l'eﬁ. C. Davis, and indirectly
by instructions to me to open communi-

eation with him and codiperate as soon
ag he had effected a crossing of the Ten-
nessee.  For, with a view of strengthen-
ing Thomas at Chattanooga and keep-
ing the attention of the encmy during
Sherman’s movements into position, I
had been detached from General Hook-
er, marched early across the Brown's
Ferry bridge, and finally made to cross
the other bridge into Chattanooga, and
go into camp there near Fort Wood.
This was in plain sight of Bragg's posi-
tion on Missionary Ridge.

BATTLE OF CHATTANOOGA]; RECON-
HNOISSANOE.

On the 7th of November General Grant
had given orders to General Thomas to
attack Bragg, using the private horses
of officers and taking such team horses
as could be made available for the pur-
pose of moving the artillerv. But Gen-
eral Thomas advised against the move-
ment in his erippled condition, so that
it was postponed. On the 23d of No-
vember, the preparation for this battle
not being yet completed, owing to rains,
breakages in the bridges, and other
incidents belonging of necessity to large
combined movements, General Grant de-
termined to make a[reconnoizsance i

shemabeefwbattle~ I plain sicht of the L

enemy, and displayed before Generals
Grant and Thomas, and other officers
gathered at Fort Wood, General Gor-
don Granger deployed one division of the
fourth corps and supported it by his oth-
er two. This force, extended into line,
presented o picture not often seen; the
bayonets gleamed in the sunlight, the
skirmishers sprang forward at proper in-
tervals and covered the entire front, as
alert and active as children at play.
The fourtesnth corps supported the right,
and the eleventh, mazsed in elose order,
was ready in view to follow up on the left.
# Only a reconnoissance.” Nothing
of that solid, slow, thoughtful, solemn
entrance into battle of Sumner's troops
at Antietam, or French’s division on the
gecond day at Chancellorsville, but
brisk, hearty, almost gay parade. The
Confederates stood on their breastworks
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signal, as early as four A. 3., that
gg-xﬂs ready to begin his movement.
[he burden of his instroctions waz 2
+ gtrong demonstration,” or to carry the
point of the mountain, the latter to be
done contingent upon the condition and
strength of the enemy.  This was just
the latitnde and contingency to suit the
temper of Hooker, a general always am-
bitious and enterprising. He had now of
his own troops Geary's division, of Sher-
man’s, Osterhans’s division (these be-
longed to the celebrated fiftecnth corps,
that were good anywhere to fight a bat-

tle, clean out a village, or foraze liber-
ally on a march), and Whitaker's and
Grose's brigades of the fourth eorps,
making a division under General Cruft.
Add Wildrick's battery I, first New
York artillery, and Heckman's battery
K, first Ohio, detailed from my eorps.
Geary with Whitaker joined to him, now
five thousand strong, went back wnder
cover of a thick for (just the veil need-
el before the scencs open) to his old
fizhting place of Wanhatehie.  He now
turned abruptly to the left, erossed Look-
out Creek, and pushed doe east, as if to
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reach and ascend the western, awfully
rugged, precipitous side of old Lookout.
By eight o'clock he had surprised and
seized the enemy’s picket line. As quick-
ly as it could be done, Geary’s head of
column, toiling up the foot-hills and the
main steep, reached the foot of those
perpendicular rocks which like palisades
erown this lofty mountain. He faced his
line toward the north and moved on over
rocks round, pointed, and rolling, over
¢levations and depressions, past trees
and through underbrush —rough path-
waye indeed for the men. Bweeping
along with his right flank seeure against
an impassable barrier he rolled uo the

e R il Tn gl A s L

enemy’s line, which was doubtless quite
unprepared for this flank assault.

Cruft, with his remaining brigade, co-
operated with this movement at the
bridze, not far from the mouth of Look-
out Creek, and Osterhans with Charles
R. Wood's brigade went in from an
intermediate crossing, a half or three
rquarters of a mile higher up the ereck.
As Geary came on, these troops, which
had kept the attention of the Confeder-
ates (particularly those near by and
those on the nose of the mountain in
their front), eaught sight of the moving
lines and rivaled them in charging and
pursning the now flying enemy. Batter-
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bridge, several miles above. In order to
gee this ground, and to be ready to co-
operate with Sherman with my remain-
ing troops, if necessary, I concluded to
aceompany Bushbick's command,

We met very little resistance and no
organized troops of the encmy; there

flashes of Hooker's skirmishers on the
east side of Lookout, brought to view
also to Grant and Thomas, at Chatta-
noogn, Sherman's camp-fires on the crest
of Mission Ridge, in close proximity to
the stubborn encwmy.

was gome lively skirmishing on our right.[l, | TuE BATTLE: AT THE CENTRE.

About half past-ten, while Hooker was
storming Brage’s left, I stood on the
south and Sherman on the north projec-
tion of his bridge, which was steadily
growing toward a junction. As the last
boat was put in, we were conversing, and
before the gap was quite elosed, General
Sherman sprang acrpss, and we joined
hands. I think this was the first time
Sherman and I had more than a passing
acquaintance. He aﬂkﬂd*-‘l;'ﬂulil leave
my brigade with him, so as tc extend his
right flank and make more spiedy con-
neetion with Thomas than at Orchand
Knob, as all advanced. I assented at
once. He explained the position, and
his intended forward movements just as
soon as the troops should be over the
bridge, with that frank, hearty confi-
dence of manner that attached me to
him. T now turned back with my cav-
alry escort to join my corps and repori
progress.  General Sherman moved gs
he had told me, sweeping up the gentle
slopes for a mile or more, till he struck
the rougher portions of the ridge. He
was not heavily resisted till, having skir-
mished over two rugged knobs, he eame
to the first prominence north of the rail-
road tunnel.  There are more transverse
ravines and spurs on this rocky wooded
ridge than appeared before the trial to
our observation and study with glass-
es. Brage’s right, Cleburn’s (familiarly
called “ Pat Cleburn **) division, was
strongly posted. Trees, big stones, and
logs arranged as barricades, and unap-
proachable crags in front, made it almost
innccessible.  Add to this Cleburn’s
brave men in plenty, with large guns and
small ones at command, and it is easily
conceived that it would be no holiday
operation for Sherman to make a sue-
cessful advance and assanlt, after he Lud
setually struck the end of Bragg's line,
Night, which brought out the bright

o,

The reconneissance of Thomas on the
23d, resulting in the brisk skirmish and
taking of the outer line of Brags's posi-
tion at Orchard Knob, was a successiul
move against his centre. The © dem-
onstration * and contingent attack of
Hooker on the 24th resulted in a grand
battle and dislodgment of Brage's entire
leftip The well-planned and nicely-exe-
cuted flank movement of Sherman had
really taken *fthe bull by the horns,’
developed extraordinary resiztance, and
showeid to all of us that there was tough
work yet to be done.  Sherman renewed
his attack early in the morning of the
25th.  He sent Corse’s division forward
on his right, Morgan L. Smith’s on the
left of the ridge. He used the brigade
of Bushbick’s that I had brought him.
John B. Smith and Loomis were brought
up to the attack. These brave men
gained some ground, and barricaded,
but with heavy loss, there being many
wounded and many killed. They held
what they could, but the strugzle against
a resolute enemy so well posted was too
unequal a4 contest for any considerable
success here. ke i e haffde

Grant had jmoved his own position
from Fort Wood to Orchard Knob, and
had a fair view of these movements.
He direeted me at 9.45 A, 3. to go at
onee and reénforee General Sherman.
When I reached Sherman’s bridge,
Colonel Meizenburg brought word from
Sherman to place my corps on his left
flank, extending his line down the rough
eastern slope of Missionary Ridge to the
erooked Chickamanga Creek. General
Hardee, who commanded Bragg's right
wing, extended his line constantlr to
confront ours. Ie rengwed the des-
perate contest, but with little direct,
though doubtless with a very positive in-
direct effect.  As Grant kept reénforcing
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220 Dick s\md the Pickwick Papers. [August,

edre of human life.  Dickensinever at-
tained, owing to the defects of his early
education, this power of generalization,
and consequently he rarely exhibited
those final touches of humorous percep-
tion which the possession of it gives: He
loses himself in the throng of thelindi-
viduals he represents; but Fielding im-
presses the reader with the fact that he
is never himself fooled by the plll.l.lsnillﬁ
fallacics which are uttered, in certain
circumstances of their carcer, by th
characters he so vividly represents. |
Charles Dickens was the =on of Wilkins
Micawber, Ezquire, — T beg parvdon, —
of John Dickens, a elerk in the navy-
pay office. Me was born on Friday,

February 7, 1512, Friday is popularly

supposed to be an unlieky day; but ce
tainly, on the particular Friday whie
gave birth to Charles Dickens, humang
was “in luck.”” He was the secongd’of
eight children, and was, in his childjibod,
a small, frail, queer, and sickly g, —
a sort of Paul Dombey before e had
developed into a David Copperfield. As
a boy he was too feeble to findfpleasure
in the ordinary athletic amugEments of
his companions; but in his fag]
ed collection of books wergs
Nights, the Tales of the Genii, some
fairy tales, and the roWiancez of De
Foe, Fielding, Smollet and Le Sage.
The wvarious schools §h which he ob-
tained the rudimentd of his education
afforded him little fmental notriment;
anid before such hgoks could appeal in-
juriously to his sepses and appetites, he
hiad mastered aufl, in imagination, real-
ized the lives @nd adventures of Tomn
Jones, Roderick Random, Perogrine
Pickle, and Humphrey Clinker. At the
period he s devouring such novels as
tt was at the height of his
i yet there are no evidences
that Djckens, at the age of ten, had
caughy sight of a volome of Waverley,
Guy Mannering, The Antiquary, Rob
Roy,or The Heart of Mid-Lothian., His
futher’s small library was confined to
romances of an older date and a coarser
texture.  Still, books which mizht have
corrupted a youth of thirteen were col-
paratively harmless to a boy of eight or

:

ten; especially
in embryo, wi

£ thiz boy was a genius
something of the chiv-
alrous delicagy of feeling towards chil-
dren and women which was afterwards
indicated iffthe charaeter of young Wal-
ter Gay., conneetion with this love
of whatefer was innocent and pure, he
feloped a closeness, eertainty,
aetration of observation, a sure-
Anemory of what he had observed
er of connecting his observations
he instinctive play of his latent

proe of will in the assertion of Charles
lekens as a personage not bo be con-

prally the father of the man.  He ob-
el everything and forgot nothing,
boy, his realizing imagination iden-
himself with the hero of every ro-
he read, and reproduced in mem-

around Yhim, in his limited cxperience,
he still
his own.

was natural, was arrested for
il in the Marshalzea prison
§ Charles, on'a salary of six
reck, was sent, to do what he

father, as
debt, and
for debitors
ghillings a

stablighment for the manu-
acking, which was fct up
by a relativet of Dickens, in rivalry of
the world-rerigwned ¢ Warren, ' whose
name alill surdives in hoth hemispheres
as the man who has been instrumental
in giving the st and finest polish and
shine to shoes afd boots.  Charles's work
wasg, in his owik words, “ to cover the
pots of paste-blagking, first with a piece
of oil-paper, andithen with a piece of
blue paper; to tie them round with a
string; and then ¥ clip the paper close

=1
and neat, all round,antil it looked as smart

as o pot of ointmentifrom an apothecary’s
shop. Whenae n number of grosses
of pots had obtainefl this pitch of per-
fection, T was to paste on ench a printed
label, and then go % again with more
pots.””  He lodged Buring this period
with a lady in reduded circumstances,
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