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111+~-RESACA AND THE 00STANAULA.
The partial discomfiture of Judah's division, early on the 14th,

et

of May (1864), called for one of my divisions; under General
Hawtun,4aa—amrfin¥ofaumEn¢ALHBJ’gﬂ“ﬂ 1o 3‘*””“A‘“ tjhi4fJ
Judah's loss had been very great. McLean's brigade alone, out
of four thousand men,j}ost about six hundred in that conflict.
General John Newton, who has been doing grand engineering work
in the vicinity of New York,- no less than excavating and removing
immense ledges of rock beneath the waters of the Hell Gate,--and
is now at the head of our grand Corps of Engina&%, is a man of
diversified acquirementss He has a remarkably active brain, and
1 know eof no one better able to provide against every probable
contingencys We oo Hhew LT"A" b e el e
One who was present says that General Newton's division steadily
breasted the enemy, driving him back and ¢ausing him heavy losses,
and that his men, ecounting out a few stragglers, kept their lines
and behaved as old soldiers. Newion displayed here his usual
tenacity, secured all the ground he could gain by a steady ad=
vance, and returned fire for fire mntil the fierce artillery and
rifle fusillade diminished to a fitful skirmishe

peut
if ng}nuk along Palmer's corps to the right of Newion, we find
carlin's brigade, of R+ W, Johnson's division, and Mitchell's bri=-
gade, of Jeffs C« Davis's division, doing the same thing as New-
ton,-pushing the enemy's skirmishers out of the thickets, seeking
cover as they advanced, and by their rapid and effective fire
silanulng those batteries which at u entrants had so much 3:#:&
o4 Judah and Newton. Turchin's brigade, of Baird's division, had
suffered the worst in this forward movement for position.

Pt KBy Greig et

At one timehjﬁ was desperately enpaged near to Judah's right,

MM .,t;“mu.g

where, holding on for a time, it was flnalliﬂforcad backe
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.Now, passing alnngﬁtﬂwardﬁ’the left over the rough ground east
of Camp COreek, and amid the underbrush and scattered chestnut-
trees, we find my next division in the lines General Thomas
John Wood commanded its He had two brigades deployed in ene line,
namely, Hazen's and Willich's. They were covered by a complete
gskirmish-line, every man and officer in place. He waited or ad=-
vanced cautiously, so as to find Schnfield}s left without displac=

oA W T
ing any of Cox's divisione I was igtayith him as his men ad=-
vanced into positions The movement was like a parades 1 observed
salievo

how remarkably different was the conduct of his vuteraﬁﬂuﬂompared
with that of new troopses They were not, perhaps, braver, but
they were less excited, and knew just what to dos I remember
when suddenly the enemy's skirmish=fire begandﬁﬂlbcd's main lines

il

immediately halted and lay dovmne The skirmishers quickly found
ﬁm&
the besﬁjfuver of rocks, logs, and folds of the ground pessible,
and returned the fire, but net rapidlys« When General Wood was 4
ready he made a gunick advance, drove in the enemy's skirmishers,
and seized their detached rifle-pits, capturing some prisonerss
Every Confederate not killed, wounded, or captured ran at once
within his breastworks proper, and for a short time the fire of
artillery and infantry from his main lines was brisk and destruc-
Muﬁ}bh

tiv5{ till General Wood, by planting and covering his own bat=-

teries, and by intrenching or barricading his men, was able to

(sl
ive blow for blows
!
General Stanley's division, as we have before seen, came up on
PR
the extreme lefts It was well located, as well as could bgﬁyith

the left flank in airs OStanley endeuvog%g, by his reserve brigade
ﬁ-tlﬂuhuut.u-d .

and by his artillery carefully pﬂste%dry its brave chief, Captain

Simonson, to so reinforce his left as to make vp for want of some

natural obstacle. Though he covered the madsm railway and the man
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main Dalton wagon- road, yet there was a long stretch of rough
ground between Stanley's left and the Oeostanaulae. The bend of
ol Bt o
the river was so great that an entire corﬁ%}?ould hardly have
filled the epening . Stanley had the same lively advance as:ﬁL
others; and was well in position before 3 P« Ms of this dayhAZ:LJ.
The Confederate commander General Johnston, was quick to detect
anything so tempting as a2 "flank in air%; and so he directed
Hood to send h;avr columné against and beyond that flank.
A terrific ccmbagrgzéan soon after threes The front attack was
hand-somely met, and the batteries well used, but Stanley finding
the fturning ferce too great for him, sent me word in haste that
the enemy was turning his lefts Knowing the sitwation exactly, I
took with me Colonel Morgan, of the Fourteenth Infantry, colored
troops, who was temporarily on ﬁ& staff, and rode guickly to
General Thomas, who was then fortunately but a few hundred yards
from mes I explained to the General the exact condition of
things and begged for an immediate heavy reinforcement. Thomas
directed Hooker to send me a divisions. Hooker at once detache&
the veteran troops of General A« S,Williams, and Golopel Mergan,
shr

for me , guided them 4s fast as troops could maraﬂﬁﬁo tanley's

flanks
alrends,
The division came when most neededs Stanley's left ha%&been as=

sailed frant.anl flank and forced backe All his r&;%vas had
erro~ey been exhausfed in extending and reinforc¢ing his lines,
the batteries had been diligently werked, doing much to check and
du;pgjthe en;my's‘pragress, but still his over-lapping ferces had
e

tL##a&g begun to roll ﬁp our lines and hopelessly displace our
men, when the bright flags of William's leading brigade came in

sighte It was deployed at the double-quick at right angles to our

general line, and 1nstaﬁ1y, with the batteries opened a terrifiﬁjuﬁiaﬁ;

fire,






In a few minutes the hostile advance was checked, the tide was
turned, and the Confederates swept back and driven within their

intrenchments. \#)

In the Fourth Corps that day we lost four hundred mene DA

General Hooker and myself were instrueted to make a joint attack
at daylight of the IEFE{ For a starting-point I caused my whole

front to be strongly intrem#hed during the night.

It was found to be impractieable to so relieve Hooker's Twehtieth

@ T
Corps by other troops to enable hsm Co get Geary's and Butter=-

field's divisions to my position, and opposite his selected point

of attack, before 10 A. M. &3 psF_—wr M=% 1 had,
Wi Mo, yolow bty
however, earliegirepartul to General Honkezakmy senior in ranke

Voot
I went to his headquarters fﬁffh! morning, learned from him the

reints of Johnston's line which he intended to assail, and had him

carefully deseribe to me the manner in which he should form hia

2 A
AR

e

iroppg , and how I could best give him support.

At last about noon everything was in readiness. Hooker's Corps
was dravn up in a celum eof brigades,-that is, each brigade was
in line, and ene followed another with no preat intervals between

Ry ‘Qlu!.t.-ﬁlk:

My support was on his ripght. and lefts A= msual I was 4o so Lreast

o~

the enemy along mgﬁ;ront that he ceuld not detach brigades or
regiments against General Hooker; and further, as Hooker gained
ground I was to follow up his movement and aid him to secure

whatever he should captures. Besides, I held a reserve which was

-------

o her
kept ready at his call in case of disaster or, extraordinary need.
T o wr. oo alive.
The ground in our front was very rough, appearing like detached
alf 4
styong S.flore 0t, legs covered with traes.hinurin:‘the n;ght

"V heard eur
precedlng heard our enemy's axemen at work strengthening their

intrenchments and bettering their battery epaulments.
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Jor®
I well remember Hooker's adwances As his men ascended the first
A .
l;t“"ua
height, both armies appeired to b%ﬁ?bserving the eager colunnse

Butterfield's division took the lead, that of Williams fellowed,
and then Geary'ss The noise and the excitement increased as the
forces neared each other. Hooker appeared to gain gromnd feor
some timee« His men advanced by rushes rather than by steady
movements Two or three sets of skirmish trenches were captured

J'ﬂ_,l_h_.l.au-«._
before Butterfield's leading brigade ﬁrm upon a strong lunette

e v ng

ﬂﬁharaughly manned with artilleryi(;uur gunsg and infantrys This
lunette must first be carried. Attempt after attempt was kmade

,AEO get a footing near enough to take it by assault.

Hooker's officers and men were as eager as those of Napoleon in
his first Italian campaign, who were stopped in a similar way
when attempting to emerge from a defile on the eastern face of the
Alpss Hooker, however, had but partial successs After desperate
fighting , the enemy, behind cover, wounld breck Hooker's men back
enly to try agains Finally, seeing a covered position c¢close up,

o '
L}
a bounehras made for ite Butterfield aided by Geary, secured ite.
Moo Jeoear !
Se nedr to the guns and beneath a crest were tqey that they almest
AL
paralyzed the®r use, that is, against our advance line, though
s guss 7y
tﬁif_still nﬁse bleedy work, v#ing canister and shells against the
brigades farther off. During this advance, which we confess was
not very successful and attended with loss, the Twenty-third Corpg
or a good part of it, was brought over to aid Hooker at the
| (o liieaes }1;:#.7(,\

instant he appaaraﬁﬁfa make a break M, the enemy's main line.

The accounis of this battle represent as engaged in it Brigadier=
General Ward, a hearty, cheerful leader of large size, who was as

i w
brave as he was good and fats. Colonel Coburn's and Colfidel Wood's

brigades were also involveds It is said that one regiment, the

Seventieth Indiana, sprang from a thicket upon the lunette, and






Lpﬁur-:.\_ theee
as they came Dntthe Confederate artillerists blazed away!‘without

checking the mens They entered the embrasures, they shot the gun-
nerss In this effort Hardﬁas badly woundeds Colonel Harrison
immediately took his places He is the present Senator from In=-
diana and the grandson of President Harrisons The fire from in-
trenchments behind the lmmette became severe, being deliverd in
volley after wvolley; too severe to render it proper to remain
there, so that Colonel Harrison, getting ready to make another
vigoerous advance, drew back his line a few yards under the cover
of the lunette hill.
Here it is s&%d that a color-bearer by the name of Hessjﬁwﬂm-
A,
dred and Twenty-ninth Illineis, was chagrined to hear the shrill
trimmphant cry of the enemys He at once turned back and unfurled
his flag, swinging it in defiance. But he was instantly sl#din
for his rashnesss A correspondent says that *there were other
hands to grasp the flag, and it came back only to return and
waye from the very spot where its former bearer fell". In the
most determined way those four guns were now defended by both
gides, costing many lives, but there they stayed hereafier unused
by oMo oty
till darks Then the Confederates made a beld charge to retake
them, but our men promptly and successfully repelled this charge.
Gty comr Serlibronw
Finally the picks and spades were brought up, our defenders dug
their way to tH@h, and at last these costly trephies were brought
/& A
into our liness
The Confederate commander says that this was an advance battery
Y e
of Hood's, puﬁ#on the merning of the 15th, of May, eighty or one
hundred yards; that our men disabled the battery by a musketry

fire from a ravine close by; that then they in turn attempted to

take it, and were repulsed,- "so the unintrenched guns without
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men were left between the two lines 'ntil the Southern troops
abandoned the position®.
We now know that Hood, in front of Hooker, had been constantly
reinferced by Hardee and Polk, and that just.as Hooker started
his e¢olumns Hood had pushed out his attacking lines, so thal the
first shock was severe, each side being on the offensive. There
ie a8 report that the Confederate officers opposite to the Indiana
regiments, under General Hovey, heard through prisoners that the
majority of Hovey's men were nmew levies, and that a special
colwm was therefore organized under the convenient cover of a
deep ravines This c¢olumn struck a furious sledge-hammer blow
against Hoveys The new levies fought with spirit, repelled that
blow and several sueccessive attacks which were mades. Finally, Hovey
led a counter- charge at double-quick and encountered a dreadful
¢l edi
fire, but succeeded in routing the Confederate attacking colum
and driving it to.its own cover.

own
My,corps ( the Fourth)had borne its parts Artillery and musketry

had been kept active zii?%ﬁl line, and strong demonstrations, with

double skirmish-lines, were made from my centre and righte

These partial and one real assault succeeded in keeping ?he Con=-

federates from leaving my front. General Williahiﬁgﬁﬁ ;ﬁﬁh::?f
Cates,

and left uss Harker and OpkyMe,of Newton's division, were also

wvounded, but remained with us on dutye.

Sherman's aggregate loss in this engagement was between four and

five thousand« .Probably nearly two thousand were so sligtly

injured that they were on duty again within a monthe

By referring again to the comments of General Johnston, the Con-

federate commander, we see that the cause of his retreat is not

by him aseribed to the persistent fighting thnhﬂiavt-undarﬁaken

to portray. He says, "It was because two bridges and a large
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body of Federal troops were&édéawﬂhi?w- the afternoon of the l4th,
at Lay's Ferry, some miles below, strongly threatening our com=-
munications by the indication of another flanking operation,=-
covered by the river as the first had been by the ridpge%s

Under instruetions from General Sherman, HcPhgrson haé:;t%% a
division of the Sixteenth Corps, commanded by the onnfarmed Sweeny,
to Lay's Ferry. He was to make a lodgment on the @ther bank of
the Oostanaula and protect the engineer officer, Captain Reese,
while he laid his pontoon bridge. General Sweeny found some ferce
there, which he disloged and drove off, but getting a report,
which then seemed to him prebable, that the canfederhtes were
erossing above and cutting him off from the main army, he withdret
and retired at least a mile and a half frem the river; but the
next day, the 15th,he made another attempt to bridge the Oostanau-
Bl morr—

JASreeny had, after cros®ing, a serious

engagement with a division which the Confederate cormander had

la, which was successful.

detached against himi In this Sweeny lost two hundred and fifty
killed and wounded. Nevertheless he established his bridge-=head
on the left bank eof the Oestanaula, drove off the opposing ferce,
and opened the way for our cavalry to op&rat?hpan Johnston's rear.
It seems that the Confederate commander had first protected that
easterf. bank of the river by General Martin's cavalry.
ear alyy

Sweeny's first operations had displaced a part of thaﬁ1rorce.
On hearing ef it, Confederate Walker's division of infantry was

an kw !h)a-ff*{m
hurried te Galhnun,aPearly opposite Sweeny's erossing. J}i{_rapart
ed everything clear, ané coneluded that Martin's alarm had no
good foundations,
It 1s easy from this to see how hard it would have been for
Johnston's army to escape had Sherman's primary instruetions been

o Weas
promptly and energetically carried into execution early on the 14th,

X
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and it is worth observing that so small a thing as a false rumor
was as effective there at Resaca in the salvation of Johnston's
fokces as it was in the times of old {n the destruetion of the
hests of the Syrians.
We were up bright and early on the moerning of the lﬁth.
The sunlight gave a strange app;aranue to the smoke or fog among
the tree-tops. During our heavy sleep beitwwen midnight and dawn
a change had been wrought. WNet a cannon, not a rifle, not a car-
¢ AT :
binﬁkhfn give defiant shots along our fronts The tireless Newton
was tha first to moves. His skirmishers soon bounded over the
parapets of Hood to find the enamr;pmm%
Speaking of this battle a Confederake writer gives a most graphie
accounts He names Hindman, Stephenson, and Stewart, division com-
manders, and he ﬁpéakgs of Clayton, Baker, Stevall, Gibson, Browm,
Pettus, Reynelds, and ntﬁers, brigade commanderses He brings
them into action, making up a handsome repulse of three lines of
battle closely masse&. He thinks that these organized charges
amouted to at 1eas£ Six in number. Here ig the graphiec account
of the last charge: "On came the enemy, cheering loudly, and con=-
fident that their superior numbers would insure them success.
They approached to within fifty yards of the line, firing rapidly
on our men; a sheet of fire, one deafening roar, which sounded
like the eruption of a volcano, was ﬁhe answer, and the dead and
wounded lie piled up before oudhnrks. « «» This was the severest
charge of the days The Yankees advanced well and witﬁ Bpirit, but
were forced to succumb to the fierce fire of our troopse.
To deseribe the chue would be almost animpossibility, fer it
beggars description. The minid balls of the Yankees poured over
our line in an unceasing stream, and in such numbers that the air

seemed black with them. The sharp and musical whiz they emit was
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no longer heardj it was an angry and discordamf imitation eof a
peal of thunder rolling along the clouds, while the booming of %he
artillery and the bursting of the shells, as they came flying

ﬁvtr our lines, formed a fire unequaled, perhaps, since nations
first made war upon each other. But one thing saved us from a
fearful loss of life, and it was that the Yankees fired entirely
too high%.

Our fighting at Resaca was indeed severe, and now we learn that
the wheole of it, exeept the small combat at Lay's Ferry, was very
little effective towards the resnlt which eur commander had in
views It i®, as we look at it, only,one of the thousand demonsira=~
tions of the energy and fearlessness of the thousands of soldiers

who were opposed to each other.

s ko obasnny 'ﬁ;“*h?hﬂq}ﬁﬁt,JSIiﬁjuiﬂ

‘ “ﬁﬂrmL“A*ﬁim%i:i:; ﬁéEJ‘LJ.SHA_éHrTTﬂﬂWr o 4#44A—£Z*‘?¢L*

S Tau Gr |
W Ly o aX 1&¢w44;t¢iA$¢ij,ﬂiA ROV (72 e’} j¢ﬂ~j&£ISfL

Subasquanly oh [yt
General F. W. Palfrey, the avthor of one of Seribner's Series,
remarks concerning PFredericksburg as follows: "Into how mueh de-
tail must we go in.telling the story of this attempt to carry
wooded slopes and successive erests, .this advance against a strong
force of admirable troops, covered by breastworks and rifle-pits,
with guns protected by earthworks, disposed in lines which gave
both front and enfilading fires on their assailants as they
moved up the gradvual slope which swelled from the town to the
hostile linesg* He further says, "We read with a certain equanim=-

ity of such events as the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo or Badajos,



& Yo nuldetiry Bmbrosain ans vigEs ns 4w 3% Thrsed deymul on
ot Yo yrimood ed? efidw .abwels sd? ymele yniliet wehmmdd Yo Lo
gty il omnd el aa afleds odd 10 yriawd odd brm yveellléwm
anciden eamia ,2qadteq pelsmperm e1il 2 bherryel  memif woe TeVe

s motl a9 beves yridd sme W LIedie dose mogy wev shbom dewit

viosline bowi) asedmeY odr dads sew 31 st @14f Yo anel fvTune)

*rintd ool

Juid el ov wam s otoves bbebnl mew sosaed Sa wniddpil W
Yrev 2ow ool a'gad 45 dadewo [loem edd Sgesxe 2% Yo elcdw m
fi bed whnasemed e doidw Fieser sdd ahwevol evidesiie elitit -

N\

sriaromeb rpamedd edd Yo ero.vine i da dewl ow as St ¥ ey &
reoibloa To abmmanerd o4 Yo amemasef1eel Lua YNTene od? Yo m’*‘& %

(90482 atsandinel 1o smo Y6 todtvs et ywomiisd ¢F o favenwd
~ch o wed odnd® jaweliel es ywidedeitebed¥ guirieomed allueens
Crme of Jgmass widd W Ywon efd prilied. s oy ov Juom Lbed
BroTie 8 Pamicys oOmAWRS Bl ,aIECTS SVIRosONE bra Requis HEHOUY
2: Big=e 35T bis sdtowiacesd vd boteves eqootd eldatimbs 1o eswol
- ovay foidw semif mi besogsid .edvowdites vd bedosioung mmry dilw
§ vedi as sinalisens tieds mo aetil ynibslilme bms fnotl died

e

arid of mwod od2 mot) belfowa doirdw egola [avbhaty eid gu bévam
. =mirmope nisites g Allw baet €W .avas Teddt) o "Peenii siliaod

2otaboll w0 opitbof Habwrid Yo ymisrroda edd as simeve dore Yo vl




or the assaults on the Redan and Malakoff, both because we feel
that in these cases necessity determined the work to be attempted,
and becanse we feel that the leaders of the assailants exerted
their utmost powers to inecrease to the utmost their chaneces of
sugcesss Put at Fredericksburg we see a gallant army engaged in
an undertaking at once unnecessary and hopeless, and sent to de -
struction with no plén and no preparationy

These are severe words and they do not apply to Resaca, for the
chances of sugcess did appear, in this case to the leaders, in
favor of an assault, but certainly the results of the direct
f1¢hting wereyery costly and did not afford any fruitage com=-
mensurate with the losses sustained.

And suralfathis battle was another lesson against attacking in-

trenched positions, when fully manned and properly defendeds
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