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INTRODUCTION.
Comrades; Ladies and Gentlemen:i-

After some anxious moments over
the selection of a subjeect for this oceasion, I have decided to
give a brief review of the greatest baitle of the War.

It is & tale 2 hundred times told, but *EQ of whose repetition
our Comrades will never tire.
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Memorial Day oration delivered by General O. O. Howard, U.S. Army,

Boston, Mass., May 30th 15984.

AREREETAREE e o :quiiio.tn’p—tluilnuq:ai|qnal.;|mu.ullit:hpnliﬁllii-‘l
Comrades, uadieg and Gentlement=-

I. HOOKER'S FORCE and LEE'S.

It will be readily recalled that the Army of the Potomac after
its discomfiture at Chancellorsville, early in May 1863, recros-
sed the Rappahanoeck, and returned to its eamping-ground near Fal-
mouth, Virginia. In the “ui# General Joseph Hooker was
still in command. That army was not in very good heart. The de-
pression of the country behind it greatly affected the soldiers.
Many of them had asserted their independence and gone home. A
large number of regiments had served for the full period of their
enlistments and had departed. To those who remained with thinned
ranks, the prospects of ultimate success were far from encourag-
inge. The daily press brought against Mr. Lineoln and his admi-
nistration more blame than praise, and all malcontents loudly as~-
serted that this war was a failure. Indeed it was a critical
time for the Republic. Yet, in spite of all drawbacks, at home and
abroad, - for other nations were not over-friendly to Columbia
when in adversity - the rolls of the Army showed 88,000soldiers
present for duty. Hooker's depleted Army Corps had health in

them, and they were gradually rectifying their disordered batter-

-ies,
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(2)
replacing their lost and worn out horses, and burnishing their
rifles inlid& and out, getting ready for a new trial. Hooker's
Corps Commanders, so familiar to soldiers, had strength in their
names; such as John F. Reynelds - Hancoek - Sickles - Meade - ANgR
Sedgwick - Slocum and Pleasantons General Howard had the 1lth
place among thems But of course the bona-fide strength dapand%"
as much upen,its sturdy, subordinate officers and men - strength
that would swell to a volume if properly directed,

Behold then the Army of the Potomae, with its white tents,
erowning the knolls mostly denuded of trees, along the north-bank
of the broad and swift Rappahanock; watching Fredericksburg and
Marye Heights, as if they might break from their barriers and come
overs. But behind Frederécksburg and Marye Heights was the object
of vital interest. It was the Confederate Army of Northern Vir-
ginia, with General Robert E. Lee in command. He had re-organiz-
ed higs forces. His corps were preoperly four in nuwber :- Long-
street's - Ewell's - A« P. Hill's and Stuart's. Lee's artillery
was mainly distributed as was Hooker's to the several corps and
divisions - an officer on Lee's staff managed the batteries when
there was a concerted actions A corresponding staff officer,

General Hunt, regulated the National Artillery in combined uses.

The Confederate Army execeeding Hooker's from m"to twenty
thousand,
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was never before in so good condition. All those untoward affairs
that depressed the Union man, as leosses in battle and campaign,
wasting of material and men, defections of the people of the free
States, as shown in elections, the growing coolness and hostility”
of foreign states, and the super-abundant desertions, only served
to give the Confederates a renewal of hope and courage. The Core
federate hosts were well organized; well commanded from high to
low; with ranks re-filled; completely equipped in every arm; fair-
1y well supplied, and buoyed up by hopes which always more than
douhlf-efﬂcuvmn of an army; whe wonders that Jefferson Davis
sent them once more to supply themselves from the granaries of
Maryland and Pennsylvania; to beat all Union forces and dictate Mz
terms of a grand and permanent disunion ! Man proposes, but God
disposes - alwaye; but finally in His own way.

II. LEE BEGINS HIS CAMPAIGN.

Lee's northward movement began the 3rd of June. The problems

of war would be very simple and easy of sclution, if to Commanders
information was abundant, a8 it is to military critics who review
campaigns. In obtaining with faeility the necessary knowledge,

while in Virginia, Lee had the advantage. Shrewd farmers of the

neighbourhood - really spies - would come into Hooker's camp to

dispose of their produce; or be mounted, riding in pairs, on their
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way to the mill with bags of grain in front of them when any of
Hooker's movements were on foot. They also managed to get to Leds
bivouacs with their wares. Women too, were gquick to cateh import-
ant items of news and earry them in spite of all human preaaution
to some Confederate officer. And also the organized Guerillas,
like those under the mﬁuum- Moseby, managed to keep Lee re-
plete with copies of orders, newspapers and dispatehes, brought
from National sourcess. Hooker, however, in spite of difficulties,
had his own method of ascertainments There were double spies who
protected their lives by serving both Hooker and Lee. There were
prisoners of war who received letters in hospital, and talked with
each other in the prezence of attendants and nurses. From differ-
ent confirmatory aecounts, Hooker disecovered early in June that
there was a gathering of Stuart's cavalry and other forces near
Culpepper. He instantly surmised that this meant a Confederate
movement of some sort. He conjectured that Lee would try the same
experiment as that of the previous year, which ended a: Antietam.
He sent Pleasanton with his cavalry, fellowed by two brigades of
Infantry - one froik the sixth and one from the eleventh Army Corps,
to eross the upper fords of the Rappahanoek, and make a thorough

- 1
u This was promptly done and resulted in the drawn

battle of Brandy Station, June 9th 1863. Pleasanton withdrew im-
-mediately




(&)

To yns merw merd To FmowT mi niswy To anad ridiw I[lim eds o ysw
good of ey of benamem osls yodT .Foot mo evew admemevom & 'vedooH
~qoqmi dosso of delwp evow ,oo0f memeW .sewusw wlers diw asswovid

noiuseety nemud [[s To eorigqe mi meds yYyiso bns awenm To emedi Jns

Bsllivewd besimsgro eorfd oals buA 990iTT0o efavebelImod emoa oJ

-e1 ood geed ol begemem ,ydesoM ewoliwpodis edd wobmy eaodd eiil

tdawond ,seripfaqaib bma eveqegqewen ,8Teb%o To asiqoo dA¥iw edelq
20iifuoiTTih To odiqe ni ,weovewod ,tedooH sseowvos l[amolisl motl

odw seiqe oldwob ewow evedT dmemmisdvecas To borddem rwo 2ird bad
erow o%erdT .ood brns wedooH dfod amivees yd sevil wieds bedoedouq
dtiw bedlsd bns ,[sdiqeod mi swesdel bevieosew orw wusw To svenosli<qg
1611 ib mouE .sesuun bne airnsbnoids To somesenuq oy mi werdio dose
sadd orwl mi yitse bewoveossib <vedeoH ,sdnwooos Yrodsmritnoo ¥ne

agen seowol wedio bne yrlaves a'iuevd® Yo gniverisy s saw ove (s

eistobotnod & fmsem sirdd sadd besiwwwe ylinsdani eH  .veqgeqiud
ense ods yud blwow ood ferd bewwsooimoo o .ivwes emos To Inmemevom

medoiinh ;8 bebme doidw 8oy svoivewg eordd Te ladd as Imemiveqxe
to sebsnivd ows yd bewollot ,y¥lsveo aid ridiw moinsaselT fmea oH
20100 YA dimevele orld movt emo bme dixie odd Mowr enmo - Yuimstnl
fdnuoworld & edam brs ,Jdoonsdaqqafl edd To ebwol <weqqu orld aaowe od
rwath odd ni bodluaen brms emob yI[igmoug assw aidT -u

~-mii woubrifiw modnseseld «B08[ e erwl ,moifsdB ybrnevd To eliisd
ylo¥sibom~




(5)
after the action,and passed to the north side of the river. He

.'.fgur:'nd not only ecavalry, but the Army Corps of hothw and
Ewell. luj :mptuu Lee's recent orders; from them it became
¢lear to Hooker that Lee was turning his right flank; but by how
long & cirenit, was mot yet gquite plaim.- though probably he was
making for Maryland and Pennsylvania. Whatever Lee's ultimate de-
sign, Hooker saw that he must act mllr.j- either follow up Lee
upon the imner lines, or cross the river, and attack the one Con-
d#ederate Corps ( Hill's ) still behind Fredericksburg. He propo-
sed the plan to Washington, even before the Battle of Brandy Sta-

tion.
III. HOOKER'S PROPOSALS.

In a letter to Mrs Lincoln he wrote:- "After giving the sub-
jeet my best reflection, I am of the opinion that it is my dmuty
to piteh inte his ( Lee's ) rear, although in doing so, the head
of his columns may reach Warrenton, before I gcan return. Will it
be within the spirit of my instructions te do so 7"

Abraham Lincoln replied as follows:=-

" Yours of to-day was received an hour agos [Io mach professio-
nal military skill is requisite to answer it, that I have turned
the task over to General Halleek. He promises to perform it with
his utmost urti’j I have but one idea, which I think worth sug-
gesting to you, and that is, in case you find Lee coming to the
north of the Rappahanock, I would by no means eross to the south
of ite If he should leave a foree at Fredericksburg, tempting you |
to fall upon it, it would fight in intrenchments and have you at
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disadvantage, and so, man for man, worst you at that point, while
his main force would in some way be getting an advantage of you
north-ward. In¢ one word, I would not take any rink_ of being en-
tangled upon the river, like an ox jumped half way over a fence,
and liable to be torn by dogs front and rear, without a fair chance
to gore one way, or kiek the other. LﬁIf Lee would come to my side
of the river, I would keep on the same side and fight him or act
on the defense, according as might be my estimate of his strength
relatively to my owne. But these are mere suggestions, which I
desire to be controlled by the judgment of yourself and General
Halleek" .j'

Thie odd letter from the President would seem to be decisive.
But after Pleasanton's battle at Brandy Station, and the informat-
ion that resulfyed (June 9th 1863), General Hooker the next day
wrote to Mr. Linecoln again After he had demonstrated the probabi-
lity that Lee would take his whole Confederate Army to Maryland,
he asked thie gquestion; if it should be found to be the case, will
it not promote the true interest of the cause for me to march to
Richmond at once 7 ®®stssnss

Abraham Lincoln's reply is characteristic, and exhibits the
mind of a General:-

Ho— "Your dispatch of to-day just received. If left
to me, I would go south of the Rapahammoek upon Lee's moving north
of it. i o rcn; had Richmond invested to-day, you would net be
able to take it in twenty days; meanwhile your conmunieations, and
with them your army would be ruined. If he comes toward the upper
Potomae, follow in his flank and on his inside track, shortening
your lines, while he lenghtens his; fight him too, when oppartug.}-
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offers. If he stays where he is, fret him and fret him".

Hooker wae reluctant to give up his idea of crossing the river,
but now his instructions to protect Washington, a matter at all
times vital to the Nation, were imperative; so he confined himself
to a reconnasaince made by the 6th Corps crossing the Rappahanock
near Fredericksburg, and facing Hill's men who staid quietly behimd

their breast-works.

IV. HOOKER MOVES NORTHWARD -~ LEE ALSO.

The remainder of Hooker's Army, the twelfth day of June, took
up its north-ward march, and kept itself on the immer side, sub-
stantially parallel with Lee's colwmss Each army, Hooker on his
left and Lee on his right, covered itself with brigades of cavalry,
whieh had Infentry supports within eall. Lee by & convenient
mountain defile passed into the H—ﬁﬂ Valley, and went rapid-
1% down that valley toward Winchester and Harper's Ferry. General
Sedgwick with his 6th Corps withdrew his men from the Fredericks-
burg side of the Rappahanoek the night of June thirteenth. Immedi-
ately the next day the Confederate Conmander of Marye Heights,

finding Sedgwick gone, faced to the left and by rapid marches,

followed Ewell's road through Culpepper, Chester Gap on into the
great valley, and turning north was in a few days within support-

ing distance of Lee's main Army. As Hooker had the shorter march-

es,
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and was steadily held to defend Washington,- Sedgwick leaving Fal-
mouth, the 14thjm in two days again in conjunection with the main
body of the Army of the Potomac.

Our Army Corps during the northward mareh were habitually held
in groups. The right wing ( the lst, 2nd, and 11th under General
John F. Reynolds ) moved through Mannasas, acress the battlefiecld
of Bull Run through Centreville on to the nllirr of = Goose

s
Creek. These bodies of men at night encamped five or six miles
of each other, and always kept up interecommunication. Hooker and
his staff made but a few moves. He remained for several days at
Faifax Court House, a central loeation.

Along the Bull Run range and Blue Ridge that divided the host i-
le armies, were several gaps or passes. Cavalry detachments
hastening to guard these doorways frequently came in collision .
but few qf these fierce combats drew into action any infantry force.
Occasionally a brigade or division was detached from a eorps for
the cavalry-support. The partisan Confederate Moseby, with his
scouts and guerillas mmp in spite of every precaution penetrated
Hooker's lines, picked off aids ard other meéssengers on their swift
journeys from corps ito corps, and set in cireulation every sort of

false or exgggerated story so as to create confusion.

iﬁ& the twenty second of June Hooker had moved his own head-

quarters
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to Lth. neighborhood nf]; Edward's Ferry, a point on the Potomaec which

he had selected for crossing his m!:ta the east udai[:. The major
part of the command was then in that vieinity.

Lec had rightly interpreted Hooker's movements from the outset;
for example:- his reconnasainees at Falmouth and Brandy Stetion amd
the pressure of his cavalry at the mountain passes. They never
indicated a general engagement. The bulk of Hooker's troops hug-
ged Washington and the Potomac togclosely to mean any bold move
against him, so that the Confederate Army was hardly checked an

hour in the execution of Lee's eriginal purpose.

V. MILROY'S DEFEAT.

Ewell's Corps, consisting of Confederate Divisions, Barly's,
Rhode's and Ed. Johnson's, leading the host down the Shenandoah
Valley found the Union General Milroy at Winchester with seven
thousand men isolated, without pessible support. Neither General
Helleck, Commender in Chief at Washington, nor General Schenck,
Commanding Department at Baltimore, seemed to have given him any
explicit orders to retire. The bravest of the brave, Milroy, re-
mained there to fights Ewell put one division (Johnson's) be-
tween him and Harper's Ferry; another (Rhode's) across all the

eastern approaches; and then sent Barly to a direct attack from
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the south. Milroy fTought hard all one deay, then by night the
fiteenth of June undertook te retreat to the Potomac. Being hasd
headed off by large forees, it is a marvel that utulu:iﬁglf of
his command esecaped from Vikginia. }: He left to his econqueror
mm‘g?ﬁ garnon, two hundred (200) wagons and some four hund-
red (400) horses and rules, with part of the powder that he could
not drurn-j This unfortunate affair depressed the friends of the

Nation, and gave a new zest to the Confederates.

Vi. TYLER WITHDRAWS TO MD. HEIGHTS.

Ewell pushed on straight to Harper's Ferry and repeated Lee's
old tactics of the Antietam raid, where a year before the Union
Comnender, Colonel Dixon S. Miles, lost his garrison, his cul-de-
sac, and his life. This time the Nation was more fortunate in
its garrison chief, Gemeral Tyler, an officer of quick intelligen-
ce and Tertile in expedients. Tyler let Milroy's scattered men
pass him, watched Ewell's careful and steady advance, and, just in
time, slipped across the fords of the Potomae with his eleven
thousand (Ll,000) men, as Ewell was arranging his artillery upon
the Loudon Heights and other commanding points, expecting to make
another clean sweep of Harper's Ferry. (General Tyler saved his
iroops, took an impreganble pesition on the highest ground - a

grand post of observation.
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Vil. PENNSYLVANIA'S INVASION.

Now that Western Virginia was cleared of all the Hmmmiwes
National troops, Ewell, whose head of ¢olum in the shape of Hmmibh
Jenkin's brigade of Confederate Cavalry had reached a point npﬁua-
ite Williamsport, Fennsylvania, even while Milroy was fighting at
Winchester - now sent his leading division under Rhodes to Mart-
insburg. Jenkins ahead tfky}! infantry, with his saucy brigade,
crossing the Potomac, utn;f:ii;ird to Chambersburg; Rhodes himself
soon occupied Hagerstown; Johnson's and Early's men were in and
near Sharpsburg, looking back and threatehing the Yankee General,
Tyler at Maryland Heights. Lee meanwhile was gradually closing
up that leng=stretched series of colums that at one time reached
from Winchester to Fredericksburg - a distancé of over one hundred
miless Ewell's Corps, thus distributed. remained stationary, they
were, however, reaching out inte the country and helping themselves
to horseg, nmules ff‘ grain, and other supplies in which that part
of Maryland and Pennsylvania abound@@. It is said that the
burghers of Chambersburg outwitted General Jenkins during his
plua-anﬁ vigsit, by paying him for some horses that he had unaccount-
al::llf 'l;t}\ Hfh his own Confederate currency, which his men hal

previously circulated in town.
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VIII. HOOKER'S TROUBLES.

Hooker had meanwhile much to contend with ; he wanted more
troops, but they were slow in coming. he submitted suggestions
to General Halleck and Mr. Lincoln. They were not always approved,
In faet the correspondence between these three which is 233F now
made publie, shows plainly that Hooker felt that he was not fully
tmlt-liﬁ so that while at Edward's Ferry, the twenty fourth of
June, he was in great perplexity as to what to do next« He was
evidently chafing under Halleck's instructions, to whom the Presi-
dent to aveid any possible misunderstanding pﬂf;nll authority of
Commander in Chief.

While some of Hooker's Corps were crossing the pontoon=bridges

he wrote to Halleck, that Confederate Ewell was already sEmEREREcE

across the Potomae, and tha: he, Hooker, proposed to send to Harp-

er's Ferry a Corps of observation, using his own words:"to sever

Ewell from the balance of the rebel army, in case he should make a
protracted sojourn with his Fﬁmurlvniu neighbors". This pro-
posal, later in the day, was mallified by more -ﬁftiing news which

Tyler telegraphed from Maryland Heights, viz: "Longstreet's Corps

which camped last night near Berryville and Charleston (West Va.)

is to-day in motion, and before six o'eclock this morning commenced

e¢rossing the Potomae, by the ford below Shepperdstown to Sharps-
burgs
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I have reports from reliable parties that at least fifteen thous-
and ( 15,000) have crossed the ford this morning, mostly infantry
and artillerys The troops are halted and the wagon-train at ten
Bl o'clock was moving." Hookers theory of a iuigle corps raid
into Pennsylmania was thus exploded. He gave up at onece all hope

) e 1) e,
of dividing Lee8s army and so ﬁ\ poleon-like gHealing death to
& part at La. time.
0 Her—

Imur:l)\ then took a suddem determination; Reyneold's right wing
was at omce sent northward to Knoxville and Middletown, Mde., and
their neighborhood; while the main body was gredually moved to
Fredericke Hooker's reports show that this movement was execut-
ed "with a view to seize the passes of South Mountain **sssssssg,g
confine Lee to one line & of invasion®. From Maryland Heights,
Middletown and Frederiek so occupied it was easy to concetrate the
Army of the Potomaec in the South Mountain country, or at Frederick,
Md., in one day. General Hooker telegraphed to Halleck from

Edward's Ferry the twenty-sixth ;<" I propese to visit Maryland
Heights to-merrow, on my way to Fredericks Is there any reason
why Maryland Heights should not be abandoned after the public stor-
€s and property are removed ¥ It nmust be borne in mind that I
am here with a foree inferior in nuwber to that of the enemy, and
must have every able-bodied man to use on the field".

IX. HOOKER RELIEVED AND MEADE APPOINTED.

The next day in stronger terms he urged the abandonmeént of
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Maryland Heights, and begged that the matter be laid before MNr.
Stanton and Mr« Lincolne His demand was refused. Then General

Hooker gent his final answer from Sandy Hook :<"My original in-
structions require me to cover Harper's Ferry and Washington. 1
have now imposed upon me, in addition, an enemy in front of more
than my numbers I beg to be understood, respeetfully, but firmly,
that I am unable to comply with this condition with the means at
my disposal, and earnestly request that I may at ohee be relieved
from the position I oececupys

He was interpreted l%t\ouilf by the Administration, so that
the night of the hrﬂlt:;r :rﬁhma. soon after his arrival at Fre-
deriek, he received the orders wéhieh relieved him from duty with
the Army, and appointed the Commander of the Fifth Army Corps,

Major General George G. Meade, in his place.

Years ago after speaking of many of General Hooker's briglliant
gualities, I saidi- "Judging of the army-feeling as exhibited in
private interviews, and in the usual ecanvassing of reputations and
characters around camp-fires, I believe the change of commanders,
ill-timed as it wmm seemed, was acceptable to the officers".

This change took pheesslessse place during the night. The
hardship was upon the new leader, who, modest, faithful and dili-
gent in all his work had never dreamed of suech a sudden elevation,

and being more surprised than others by the sa]ﬁniun, had to

charge himself without previous warning with the vast issues of
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the campaign at & most eritical period in the life of his country.
One great peoint was immediately gained - the administration, in-
eluding Halleck, plaeced in Meade full confidence. The troops to
be spared from Washington lﬂi\@lumﬂ were now fortheoming; and
the eleven thousand (11,000 ) under French, who had replaced Tyler,
near Harper's Perry, just denied to Hooker, were directly trans-
ferred to Meade's command, so that he had with him and within ecall

at the outset more than one hundred thousand® (100,000)men.

X. MEADE'S IMMEDIATE ACTION.

General Meade let mo time run to waste. He broke up Maryland
Heights, sending the public property with one brigade as escort to
Washington, and brought French with the remainder to Frederick as
a reserves Meade's first order of march, which came with his
modest and yet confident assumption of conmand, brought the left -
three Qorps from Middletown and wieinage baeck to Frederick; he stir-
red up Pleasanton more direetly to pursue the Confederate cavalry,
which Stuart, having forded the Potomaec at Seneea , was leading on
a mischievous raid entirely I.rnuml our af-w. Twe Union brigades
and a battery started in pursuit. By the evening of the 28th of
June, the Army of the FPotomaec was well concentrated. lMeade seemdl
to want all his host near him for a few hours, as if to get ac-

quainted, before an esscntial dispersion. Stuart's raid, which B
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Lee is said to have never intended to approwe, was a sore thing
while it lasted. He destroyed our trains of supply; he cut us
off first from Washington, and then from Baltimore; he burned brid-
ges; gathered up mules and herses; and not only frightened the
farmers and teamsters, whom he stripped of their possesions, but
terrified the people of the land beyond expression.

As Lee meanwhile had moved forward his main body, it was now
at and near Chambersburg. The Confederate divisions of Ed. John-
son and Rhodes were appearing at Carlisle and Kingston, and detach-
ments of them were descried at Bridgton just across the Susquehan-
nali from Harrisburg. One may imagine how confusing and sensatio-
nal was the news, which loaded the wires, and declared to Meade
within twenty minutes of time, the Army of Northern Virginia to
be simultaneously in six or seven places, thirty, forty and fifty
miles asunders Barly's division went through Bmmeflsburg, Gettys-
burg and on to York, a part reaching Wrightsville beyond York to
cause the destruction of the Susquehannah bridge there. It is
said that citizengof York still have some of Barly's written pled-
ges and receipts for enforced supplies.

In view of all this information, Meade departed at once from

Hooker's South Mountain plan. He telegraphed Halleck at 4.45 P.

M« of the twenty eighti:~ "I propose to move this Army to-morrow in

L]
® dipggtion of York *
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When his first plan for the Army's advance had been matured, he
put it forth. It was realy completed in its execution on the
tmter:r June. It opened like a fan, vizi- The third and
twelfth Army Corps and Headquarters went straight forward to Taney-
town, Md.; the sixth ziming for Winechester, set off to the east,
to go as far as New Windser; the first and eleventh marched north
and west to Emmetsburg; the second and fifth nearer the middle of
the country to be occupied halted at Frizelburg and Union respect-
ively; the Cavalry was to chase Stuart upon the shortest roads,
wateh both the flanks well out, and give the fullest and promptest
information possible. This aection separated the Army Corps very

mach, holding a line of frontage of over twenty five miles.

In justifiecation of this dispersion Meade saidi- "If Lee is
moving for Baltimore, I expect to get between his main army and
that place. If he is crossing the Susquehannah, I shall rely
upon @General Coueh ( at Harrisburg ) holding him, until I @an fall
upon his rear, and give him battle™. *#ssssssssnce

General Howard writing of the simple part his eleventh Corps
took in all this grand movement, wrote in his diaryi-"Marched on
the afternoon of the twenty-eighth of June from the begitiful Qriti-
le, loyal, hospitable valley, of which Middleburg, Md., is the
center, to the north of Frederick®. Then for the twenty-ninth
he added:- "The day was rainy, the roads heavy, yet the troops

were in camp at Emmetsburg, having made about twenty miles by
seven Pells*
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XI. ORDERS FOR JUNE 80th.

Meade's orders for the thirtieth of June, which found their
way to the different cormanders during the night, caused but few
changes - yet they were most important in their consequences. The
twelfth Corps was advanced to Litteltown; the first under Reynolds
(whe still had the direction of the whole wing) to Marsh Run; a
roint half-way from Emmetsburg to Gettysburg; the third Corps,
(Sickles') to encamp between the Taneytown Headquarters and Emmcts-
burg; Buford with his division of cavalry was already well ahead
of our left, and near Gettysburg. The eleventh Corps for a
bgster defense changed camp from east and south to the north and
west borders of the village of Emmetsburg. Just at night that ame
last day of June, Howard received a note from Reynolds requesting
him teo ride up to Marsh Run, a distance of six miles, for consult-
ations Taking an Aide and two orderlies with him, Howard was

soon at Marsh Run. He found Reynolds who occupied a small cettage

east of the read, by himself in a room on the south side . There
lay before him as he sat by the table numerous dispatches, which

he was examining. He rose and greeted Howard kindly .a:a he enter-
ed the room;then imnediately called his attention to & econfident-

ial order from Meade, in which Meade required Commanders of rank

to fitly address their troops, and appeal to every patriotiec sent- |c
iment {
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to stimulate their cormands before battle. He showed him tele-
grams and other important messages that had come during the day,
evidencing the position of the enemys Then mmm the two spent some
time together in studying the best dispositions to make or to re-
commend. General Howard wrote of this interviewi-~ "He, Reynolds,
this last night of his life, impressed me as unusually sad; per-

hapes not meore so, however, than any c¢lear-headed officer would be

on the eve of an u battle®.
XII. ORDERS OF JULY PIRST.

It was afte® eleven that night when !G‘!‘E’Htﬂminﬁ, reached

his room and fell asleep in the Jesuit College at EBmmetsburg. He
wag soon awakened to read Meade's next order of mareh which was
rassing through to Reynolds. It read as follows:~-

" Orders. Headquarters at Taneytown;
Third Corps to Emmetsburg - Second Corps to Taneytown - Fifth
Corps to Hanover - Twelfth Corps to Two Taverns - First Corps to
Gettysburg - Eleventh Corps to Gettys burg (in supperting distance)
Sixth Corps to Manchester - Cavalry to the front ahd flanks well
out in all direcctions, giving timely notice of positions and move-
ments of the enemy."

After indicating the probable loeations of Lee's troops, Hill
and Longstreet somewhere between Chambepsburg and Gettysburg, and

Ewell at Carlisle and York, and expressing the convietion that Lee
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might advance toward Gettysburg, Meade concluded with these remarks

"The General believes he has relieved Harrisburg and Philadel-
phia, and now desires te look to his own Army 'and assume position
for offensive or defensive, or for rest to the troops".

It will preobably give a c¢learer view of the history of the
great Battle soon to fellow, to wateh for a time the operations of
the three Corps, to wit, The wing of General Reynolds, ineluding
Buford's Division of CGavalry, than to stay with Meade and see
everything from his standpoint at Taneytown. While Engineer and
Artillery Staff Officers are recomnoitering the Pipe-Clay-Creeck,
vtl‘nx for a good defensive position where the Army of the Potomac
might be speedily coneentrated, let us start from Emmetsburg and
accompany Howard to Gettysburg and take cognizance of what was
done on that ever-to-be-remembered first day of July 1863. As
soon as the word of execution came from Reynelds, Howard's Edeventh
Corps at 8.30 A. M. set out from Emmetsburg to Gettysburg, -
Barlow's Division followed the artillery and wagons of the First
Corps on the direet road - distance eleven miles.

The other two divisions divisions ( Sehurz's and -
Steinwehr's ) took an indireet road further east to arrive after a

the¥ieen miles march at Gettysburg, coming in by the Taneytown

road. The weather was hot - the main road obstructed and the
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men loaded with rations and ammunition - yet, the First Division
& two and half miles an hour could complete its journey before
one P. M. without fatigues The other two Divisions on an unob-
structed road -iin; three miles per hour, would be on hand about
the same times The FPirst Corps with Reynolds at the head started
from Marsh Run, six miles in advance of Howard, at the same time.
The latter taking his small eseort and staff, hastened on toward
Gettysburgs He rode through the fielde and woods so as to pass
by all the troops and wagons, and whatever impedimenta filled the
wagon-road « Howard was within a mile of the town when he met a
8taff Officer of Reynolds, who indiecated to him, that it was the
General's wish , now that firing had begun, to shorten the usual
supporting distance - that is to come quite to Gettysburg. Howard
then sent Captain Hall of his staff with orders to look up R%bldl
and bring him rd, that he might join him and be Near him in per-

Al g IU"“F‘"
S0N. This was J-\ 10,30 A. M.

XIII. HOWARD SELECTS CEMETERY HILL.
Howard hearing the Firing over by the Lutheran Seminary, thougi
he would runm-ltﬂ the vieinage while waiting for Capt. Hall's
return. He first turned to the left, and ascended to the highest

ground by the Peach Orchard. Wadsworth's Division, supporting

Buford's Cavalry, was already partially engaged. This was evident
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from the sound and smoke along Seminary Ridge - Doubleday's Divi-
sion l.ppnarin%o follow, going from the Emmetsburg road across the
fields, and closing up on Wadsworths While on that height by the
Peach Orchard, Howard noticed another higher hill eastward near
Gettysburg; so with his immediate following he galloped over there,

The cavalcade ascended to the top of this, the Cemetery Ridgewp
and rode to the northern extremity. Here Howard halted, and, with
his Adjutant General Meysenburg, by his side, took & view of this
ground and the surrounding country. He then was thinking of se-
curing some defemsive line, to use if his advice should be asked,
or in other case of need. He said to Meysenburg :- "This seems to
be a good position, Colomel !" Meysenburg replied := "It is the
only position , General®. Continuing the reconnaisance, Howard
then rode rapidly into the town, tried to ascend the belfry on the
Court-House, but Finding estpm—pey called his attention to
another place across the street. It was Fahnestoeck's Observatory.
With two or three staff-officers he made hie way to the top, with-
in the smallsquare space there fenced in s he spread his map, and
began & study of the situation. What did he see; these are his

S'eewr—
wrdu:-;!hc roads, now so familiar from = York =

Haperst
Shippenburg - Chambersburg (Cashtown) lﬂiﬂ roads emerg-

ing from Gettysburg like the spokes from the hub of a wheel:
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roads which are exceedingly important for the soldier in command
to have engraved on his memory. I saw Buford's Division of Caval-
py %esssssssss®ggeming in the largeness of the field beyond the Col-
lege but 2 handful. **sssssss I got glimpses of Wadsworth's Div-
ision of Infantry, fighting near the Oak Ridge R. R. eut. BSuccess
wae then attending him, and prisoners in gray were being conduct-
ed into the town. I saw Doubleday's Divieion beyond Lutheran
Seminary, filing out of sight beyond Oak Ridge, te the south of
west & mile away".

XIV. JOHN F. REYNOLD'S DEATH,
HOWARD TAKES COMMAND.

As Howard stood there diligently plying his field-glass and his
thoughts, a young officer was approaching rapidlys. He halted in
the street, and saluting said!- "General Reynolds is wounded, Sir!"
Howard replied:- "I am very sorry; I hope he will be able to keep
the field". A few minutes later another, (it was Captain Hall,
and not Major Biddle, as was erroneously recorded) called from bel-
ow:~ "General Reynolds is dead, and you are the senior officer on
the fielal™

Of course Howard was at first startled at the suddeness of re-
sponsibility, and of great danger to the National cause. A large

part of Lee's Army he knew to be close by. On the other side,
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T

just then there was on the field less than tkew thousand (10,000)
Union men ; it was about 11.850 A. M., and the Eleventh Corps could
not well be expected for an hour; and it seemed almoet hopeless
that Meade with the Sixth Corps over thirty miles away, could
gather his widely separated troops in time to promise success to
our arms. Howard, as & sudden resolution entered his heart, ex-
claimed to himselfi~ "But God helping us, we will stay here till
the Army comes!"

He at once agsumed the command of the field, giving Schurz the
Eleventh Corps; Doubleday now commanded the First Corps; and Buford
eontinued with his Cavalry. Captain Pearson, Aide-de-Camp, was
dispatehed with the news to Sickles at Emmetsburg, and with en-
treaty to come as quickly as possible; then on to Meade at Taney=-
town with report; and another messenger threaded the Baltimore
pike back to Slocum near Two-Taverns with the same sad tidings,
and also others to Schurz and Barlow on their respective roads of
approach. To get off these important dispatehes took but a few
minutes. The,Howard rode slowly followed by his eseort and all
headquarter-belongings, to the high ground near the Cemetery Gate.
How providential that the Cemetery had been already examined!!

Here Schurz, who hearing the firing had hastened forward before

his marching colwmn, joined Howard, end received his orders: "The
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First Corps is over therel®, pointing west-ward - "holding that
ridge parallel to this, « Buford's Cavalry on the right - pris-
oners show that a large force of Lee is already there. FPlace all
the reserve batteries of youwr command on this Cemetery Hill, and
support them by Steinwehr's Divigion - send to the right of the
First Corps, north of Gettysburg the other two Divisions, ( Bar-
low's and Shimmelfennip's) to give support to Doubleday. The
headquarters for the day will be herel"

Thie is the way that the Cemetery Hill was taken possesion of.
Howard's immediate determination was to hold the front line as lorng
as possible ; and when compelled to retreat, as he doubtless would
be, to dispute the ground obstinately, but to have a strong posit-
ien for his reserves, and one that he could hold %ill Slocum and
Sickles could certainly reaech himj and then possibly§ Meade and the
rest. While Howard and Schurz are pausing here on Cemetery
Ridge, — go back a Bittle to the begimning of this

day, and see what has thus far been done.

XV. FIRST DAY'S BATTLE.
As the day dawned, Buford was near that Oak Ridge, and ready
for work; he had deployed his brigades beyond him, and sent his

seouts far out on every road of approach toward the town of Gettys-
burg
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which itself covered with its buildings about one square mile. IHe
had caused his horse-artillery and cavalry men to dismount, and
fight as Infantry. General Devin's Brigade held the right roads,
that is, the Chambersburg and Carlisle, while General Gamble cov-
ered the space as far as Hamt-lh.u ﬂil as he could . The
Confederates in column at daylight were advancing; Pettigrew's
Brigade that had fled from Gettysburg on Buford's coming the day
before, came back, and with it all of Heth's Division. Soon skir-
mish lines were formed eand, pushing in Buferd's pickets, slowly
cafised his skirmishers to retire. By nine o'clock the Confederate
advance was in sight of Buford's Artillery, and of the Lutheran
Seminary. Buford opened his artillery and his carbine fire as
sharply as he could with his thin and extended lines. This bold
stand made Confederate Heth cautious; he halted; he gradually sent
main lines to right and left of the Chambersburg pike - two bri-
gades in front, and one in reserves Then, lest he sould be too
fast, he waited for Pender's Divisions While Hill, the Confede-
rate Corps Commander, between the groves is trying to ascertain
what is in front of him, Buford at the Seminary has descried bright
Union flags to the south of hime. Buford was glad enough when a

a little afterward Reynolds himself (about 10 A.M.) grasped his

hend, and told him that Wadsworth's Division was cleose by, and the
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rest not far off. As Reynolds was to govern the wing and the
field, he let Doubleday control the movements of the First Corps.
with Buford, Reynolds went out teo the position of Gamble, and en-
couraged his weary cavalry men to hold steady a little longer till
his infantry could replace them. He sent baeck, and had Wadsworth
brought forward - Wadsworth took the right of the Chambersburg
pike and the R. R. cut with Cutler's Brigade and Hall's Battery.
While Reynolds himself followed the other, the "Iron Brigade" (
Meredith's) to the left of the pike. Confederate Davis with a
small brigade was at last advancing against Cutler; and Confederate
Archer with another mass farther south against Meredith. The fire
opened and became bery brisk on both sides. Reynolds hearing the
firing of Cutler, was hurrying Meredith's regiments into position.
All this, which it takes a minute %o tell, had consumed nmech time.
It was now after eleven o'clock, and®Doubleday with the Divisions
of Rowley and Reobinson was near to l*-!d-, when a ball pierced
his forehead, and he fell dead. The news had been carried to
Howard standing, as we have seen, on Fahnestoeck's Observatory, but
the battle went on. At first Wadsworth's right wing was driven
back, but after a while most of Confederate Davis' Brigade was
eaptured in the R. R. eut, and Davis' regiments, taken in flank,

were brought in. Doubleday made as long a front as he could,
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sending Robinson to the right of Wadsworth, and Rowley to the left
of Meredith. Buford had marched off to watech the extreme right
of the extended line. The energy of the commencement of this
great action had already produced the desired effect. LB@ suppos-
ed he had a larger force before him than he had; and so holding

yEZM;‘{.

his front and firing occasionally, he waited to get up part of
Ol N A
Longstreet’'s Corps and part of Ewell's. Sme prisoners taken had
been sent baek to the town for safe-~keeping and the ambulances were
bringing in the wounded; while orderlies with messages were going

back and forth between Doubleday, Buford and Howard.
It is after 12.30 when Barlow's head of colwmn on the Hmmstnaw

Emmetsburg road came in sight. Howard, leaving his Chief of Steff
and quuﬂm\n the Emuﬂrytuk twoe or three horsemen with
him and joined Barlow, and rode with him through Gettysburg.

Schurz had caused Wheeler's and Dilger's Batteries to trot out

through the town, and pass to the north and take position in ad-

vance. The noise of the batteries caused some exeitement. The
streets were pretty much deserted. Barlow and Howard caught a
glimpse of a young lady, who came bravely to her poreh, and waved
her handkerchief as the division passed. It was a cheering re-
view, better than musie. As Sehurz put his men in position, al-

Eobtgan 3
most at right angles to Rebinson and in echelon with two of his
Py

regiments that were making a small flank, and extending his line
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eastward away over to Roek Creek, Howard rede zlong southward
past Robinsorn's men to Wadsworth; then on till msmsémm he could see
Doubleday and discern his left resting upon Willoughby Run. He
said to each commander:- "We will hold out here upon the Seminary
(or Oak Ridpe) as along as we can, but if foreced to retreat &fs must
dispute the pground foot by foot and go to the position on Cemete-
ry Ridge"!

Howard turned from Doubleday's left flank, and hastened to the
Cemetery. He believed from the indications that Lee would soon
use all A. P. Hill's Corps, and support it by such brigades of
Longstreet's as were present; so that Doubleday's weak left resting
on ne redoubt, or natural obstaecle, would inevitably be overreach-
ed and displaced. BSo, looking from the Cemetery Hill, he noticed

a wooded knell jfust nerth of Robinson.

XVi. EWELL'S APPROACH.

Howard said to himself:-"let us seize that!" *it will take
Lee's attention and perhaps bring relief!® The order to Schurz
to do this had scarcely left him, when Major Howard - his aside-
brought word "Ewell's Corps is here - coming from the north!®
Schurz's order was instantly countermanded, except to push out his
skirmishers. He found that wooded knell already held by Confede-

rate Rhodes's Division, and Barly's whole Division was just appear-
ing
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far beyond Sechurz's right flank.

Disaster seemed inevitable - the odds against Howard were more
than two to ohe. While messengers sped off again for Slocum and
Sickles, the skirmishing and artillery at the front was increasing
to a storms A smull success near Robinson's left, in which a re-
giment in the Eleventh Corps bore some part, resulted in taking as
prisoners another Confederate Brigade, - that of Iverson - , but
the calls from Schurz and Doubleday for re-enforcements were now
constant.

About 3530, the fighting was at ite height all along the line-
Barly to the east deployed oppesite and beyond Schurz = and Rhodes
was striking for the weakestMpoint between the Bleventh and First
Union Corps - m.riﬂu and advane ing his abundant bri-
gades, more than masking all of Doubleday's front. Steinwehr at
the Cemetcry had intreneched and instructed his batteries; and Os-

born, the Artillery Chief, had arranged as many guns as he could

use to mrufo the streets of approach; one small brigade (Costar's)
had been sent by Howard to the edge of the tewn to posses houses
there and make barricades.

XViI. RETREAT TO(THE CEMETERY.

The}feeling that his weakening lines could stand the heavy

storm of battle but little longer, Howard dispatched the positive
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order to Doubleday, Schurz and Buford, to fall back to the Cemete-
ry as slowly as possible and take a stand on the Ridge - Schurz to
the right of the Baltimore Pike, and Doubleday to the left - Buford
mast extend the line southward, and make all the show possible
with his cavalry and artillery. Doubleday was of the opinion
that the retreat would have been a more successful one, "if it had
not been unfortunately the case that a portion of the Eleventh
Corps, which hel@ out very well on the extreme right , had been
surrounded and had fallen back at the same time that his (my) right
flank fell back". The two Corps, a good deal broken up came to-
gether in the town. The Confederates pressed them hard; Costar's
Brigade did good work in proteecting flying men, but was taken capt-
ive almost entire, and the losses to both of the Union Corps were
very great. But with all their bloody repulses and losses, the
majority rcached and defended the Cemetery Hill. Lee made but
one attempt aiming to turn Howard's new right by Rock Creek, when
Osborn gave the ventursome CGonfederates such a shower of artillery
projectiles that they ran back to the town for cover.

Howard in a monegraph speaks thus eof the e¢losing scenes of this
1lst of July:~ "As the men were reaching their new position on

the heights at the time of greatest confusion, General Hancock

joined me near the Baltimore Pike; he was sent up from Taneytown
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by General Meade to represent his (Meade's) authority on the field.
After a few friendly words between us, Hancock took Wadsworth's
Division to Culp's Hill",  essssssssss "He worked hard to aid me
in rallying the troops, and putting them in line. At sun-down
Hancock returned to Taneytown®.

Meanwhile Slocum's troops had come and been put in position;
and Sickles, who by the messenger's delay did not get word till
late, had also arrived and extended the lines, along the Cemetery
Ridge southward. “The First CGorps, then the Bleventh and Bu-
ford's Cavalry did their duty nobly the first day at Gettysburg;
fought themselves into a good defensive position, and good espec-
ially when the Army of the Potomaec came up in its entirety to oc-
cupy it. General Lee from the vigor of our defenses, mistaking
our numbers, and beholding the great fortification-1ike appearance
of our new stand, contented himself with what he had gained, ang
postponed further attack till the next day".

For the sefgtion of this ground, and defending it, General
Meade gave credit to Howard in his re : WQ?C{'—’

port; and R at a later'date
received the unanimous thanke of Congress therefor.
XVIII. SECOND DAY'S BATTLE.

That night Sloecum, Sickles and Howard remained together near

the Cemetery Lodge. The gate keepers wife gave them coffee to re-

fresh
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them. Perhaps & little after three o'ecloek A« M+, the second of
July, General Meade and his staff made their appearance. The
first words he spoke to Howard were in commendation for his work
of the preceding day, and in apelegy for one of his orders which
had looked like a condemnatione. He then asked him ¢oncerning the
situation. Howard replied: *I am confident we can hold this po-
sitiont® General Sickles whe was near saidi- "It is a good
place to fight from, General!® Meade repliedi:- "Iam gald to
hear you say so, gentlemen, for it is too late to leave it."

After a short conversation standing together, Meade and Howard
mounted and rode aleong in rear of the men sleeping in place and
by their armss The lines were yet thin; but Meade said that the
other Corps were near at hand. The twe generals rode to the point
of the Cemetery where the Soldiers' Momument now stands; Meade as
well as he could with his field-glass took a survey of the hill
and its environements, while Howard now and then spoke to him a
few explanatory words.

The sun was just rising. There was an occasional carnmon shot
from a2 hill far away to the north and then peplies from the nearest
Union Battery; there was a rattling of skirmish shots from the
rickets. Meade now saw the Cemetery Ridge. It was like a forti-

fication on the north, where the Ridge was terminated by the Rock

Gry
°k ang valley¥»
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Like the flank of a fort came Culp's Hill, & rocky, wooded knoll
a little back, and close to the Creek. Letting the eye run from
@ulp's Hill along the Cemetery front to his left, he noticed a
group of trees called Ziegler's Grove, beyond that was apparently
lower ground, which gradually ascended southward, till the upward
slope ended in an abrupt vocky spur whieh the inhabitants called
"Little “&“i beyond this Meade's view was limited by a more
pronounced hill, the highest point of all, covered thiekly with
trees, called "Big Roundtop”. Now turning around and looking
to the crossing of the Rock Creek by the Baltimore pike, near
McAllister's, a half mile to the east, and letting his eye sweep
around westward to Culp's Hill, next te the highest point of the
Cemetery Ridge, thence southward to the Roundtops, Meade saw the
ground already partly occupied, but before many hours to be cover-
ed with his troops. It m‘f 1ike a fish hook, lying before
yow, with the concavity toward you. The point at McAllister's -
the bend at the Cemetery - the shank the romainder of the line.
From the extreme right to the extreme left the distance is five
miles,

Meade eould not thus sarly divine the exact position of his

enemy. He and his staff caught glimpses of batteries. He soon

PecEdSE
knew where the pickets were, mdjwﬂlt%lhe rest. There was §h
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the village below, = northwesterly the long Seminary or Oak Ridge
beyond the village, less than a mile off, fringed with trees.
There were the HI?.I leading to town and a rolling interval before

B&w%’x—d
hime %—Hlll and other high ground for Lee's artillery to
the north, where some hostile troops were already in motion.

"The General stood there in this magnificent morning light with
" a panorama spread before him of hill and valley and mountain and
" woodland and cultiveted farms, of orchard and grass-land, as
' beautiful as nature anywhere furnishes. But he saw not the
" beauty ; he was plamning for Lee and plamning for himself; plan
" against plan - move mlmi move . In a few minutes he turned
" away slowly, and rode back to the gate, and soon after the Army

* 2 began take form"
o fnmi‘el.“ il'l Atlantiec Monthly.)

XIX. HOW MBADE nmq‘rmm

ARl soldiers will understand the arrangements. Begimnning at
our extreme right at MeAllister's Mill, Slocum's twe Divisions,
those of A« 8+ Williams and Geary; the Confederate BEwell has two
opposite these, Edws Johnson's and Early's« On Qulp's Hill, our
Wadsworth's Division - next on Cemetery Hill, Schurz's three,—Ames'
Shimmelfening's and Steinwehr's; - opposite these are some troops
of Barly's Divigion and all of Rhodes. Next to Steinwehr from
Cemetery to Ziegler's Grove, Doubleday's and Robinson's Divigions;
then Hancock's three Divisions in line lenmd,(l{arns', Cala-

-
well's and Gn:ul:w:m"|=.'|;1II opposite these Confederate Hill's large
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Corps in divisions, Anderson's, Pender's and Heth's; for this day
(July 2nd) Sickles' Corps covered all the remaining ground to
Little Roundtop in two large divisions, Humphrey's and Birnée's .
Sickles pushed his men forward to posses the Peach Orchard-Height
and rested his left at the "Devil's Den"- a rugged looking, rocky
prominence in front of the Roundtops. Opposite Sickles was Long-
street commanding two divisions, Pickett's being absent, viz:
MclLaw's and Hood's. Our Sykes' Fifth Corps.at first was behind
the lines in reserves Barnes', Ayers' and Crawford's divisions.
Pleasanton's Cavalry was guarding the pipght flank; opposite was
Stuart’'s horse as soon &s it reached the field, somewhat fapred
after its extensive raid. General Buford's Division of Cavalry
placed by Howard beyond Sickles' position was withdrawn by leade,

and sent back to Westminster to guard the main supply-trains.

By some oversight there was no cavalry near the ledtopa during
the 2nd of July.

General Sedgwick at Manchester as soon as Meade's call reached
him at nine o'clock &t night, made a remarkable mareh in the next
seventeen hours. He tried the experiment of resting his men ten
minutes at the end of each hour with twe or three longer halts en
route. About twe P. M. this, Meade's largest Corps, marched into

position as the main reserve, back of Meade's headquarters, which

e ——
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were then at Mrs. Leyster's house, south-east of Ziegler's Grove,
and on the Taneytown road. This house was wmeh exposed to Lee's
artillery, and soon seemed to have become a target for the enemy's
long range guns. There was no more dangerous place anywhere
during the artillery duelling, unless it was the Cemetery itself.
Lee's artillery officers sought for prominent points to locate
their cammon, all aleng the front near the Oak Ridge, and off to
the north; those on Benner's Hill enfiladed the Cemetery line, but
were too far away to give Meade much annoyance. Dec used over
two hundred and seventy (270) guns.

Meade's Chief of Artillery, General Hunt, aided by Wainwright
and Osborn carefully posted his answerinys cammon. Cemetery Ridge
was dotted with piewes; and batteries or sections were put in act-
ion wherever there was an available spot; and of course the re-
mainder were placed in reserve under some covef and ready at call.
Except weary men of the Sixth Corps, the Army wes rezted. The in-
fluence of order, movement and re-enforcement gave gregt joy to
those who had met and survived suech fearful odds the day before.

Greatly to the satisfaction of General lleade and his Corps Con-
manders, therewas nothing during the morning but the spurts before
the shower; for Lee had been advised by Ewell not to attempt to
attack near Culp's Hill as he had first planned, notissmy till 4

P.Me
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» There was some small mevement, probably the Confederate Chief was
bringing supprorts to his batteries. There was = curious , magnet-
ic feeling, an unusual expectancy, as the words ran along the lines
"Be ready for actioni"

ars
After the signal at four o'eclock, thirty X forty hostile bat-
teries from uﬂ#ghi, opened their fire m our position. The
Union guns fully manned and veady, made instant and rapid response;
puffs of smoke showed pummers where to aim; great projectiles were
in the air, and thunderous neises shook the ground; occasionally
& round shot would hit the Ridge, and often & shell would explode
above men's heads and send death deal ing fragments into their midm
midst, to trouble the brave artillery men and their horses, or to
. rattle among the tomb stones. Some went over, and set ambulances

v wagons, and all lookers on iNld a wapid retreat from the shelter

they had seught. The erest was so narrow that but few lodged on

ayg
it, yet, a few dil; * such for mlg\nmk the ranks of a

New York regiment and exploded » killing lnd wounding twentye=sevenm
mens
XX. A CEMENERY INCIDENT.
One Unien Battery occupied a prominent front, facing west.

Tt secwed for a time to emcape every accident. The horses remain-

ed to its limbers and caissons; among those who served the right |
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piece was 2 handsome young man. He was notable for his cheerful
demeanor and for his aectivity. He ran to straighten up the hor-
ses as they would im tervor sway back in the harness; he then
hastened to the limber for a cartridge, singing and whistling as
he sped from place to place. Of a sudden a single solid shot,
better aimed by the Confederate guMpers than 1;pradeueaaurs. and
giving no warning, struck this art@lleryman in the thigh; there was
one sad ery, and the young artillery man was a mangled corpse !!

A correspondent whe was at the Cemetery during this fierce
camnonade has given this picture:-

® There came then a storm of

" shot and shell: MF& slabs were hnhr_a, iren fences shattdred
" and horse disembowdled. The air was full of wild and hideous

" noises, the low buzz of round shot, the whizzing of elongated
bolts, and the stu ning explosions overhead and allround.***esssss
" In three minutes the earth shook with the tremendous concussion
of two hundred pieces of artillery !11

XXI. THE INPANTRY ATTACK.

It will be vemdbered how Genemel Sickles, having no cavalry .
had arranged his lines. First;- Humphrey's Division being half
@ mile in front of Hancoekbk left flank, Hancoek had sent part of
Gibbon's men forward, part way, as support. Birney's Division

next to Humphreys had three brigades; the first (Graham's) extend-

ed over the Peach Orchard erest, and then trended back obliquely
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toward the Devil's Den. DeTobriand's Brigade continued this line
into that rough ground; Ward's Brigade, holding the precipitious
ravines and huge rocks of the ugly "Den", completed Sickles' left
flank.

Longstreet had taken his infantry around out ngziight. Hood's
Confederate Division if4£;@fiﬁ the Devil's Den southward, and
looked straight toward the wooded hollow between the Roundtops.
McLaw's large Confederate Division was masking the whole of Sickles’
center and right. Anderson's Division of A. P. Hill, supported
MeLew"s’ close to Melaw's 1eft. This with the canmon was the enti-
re attacking force. ILee's plan was:- that while Longstreet was
making the main assault, Hill must u us at the Cemetery,
and Ewell more fiercely do so between Culp's Hill end MeAllister's
Mill. A1l this to prevent Meade from re-enforecing anywhere. As
soon as the terrible roar had lulled, the Confederates, Hood and
ueLu%ifillaiin rlpldlq?hi havee supposed to have been made by their
artillery. The rapidity of Hood caused DeTobriand and Ward to
receive the first onslaught; they did not giveg@way under it, but
returned shot for shot and held fast; so that considerable of
Longstreet's front was stepped right there. Our Graham's Brigade

was fearfully exposed. A few minutes later after Hood's charge ,

. beddan
Graham was struggling with Confederate MuL13( Graham's men
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their position but a short time. The weak angle gave back first.
Yet, in some part of Sherfy's Orchard the struggle was more severe

and more prolonged.

XXII. BIGELOW'S BATTERY.

Siekles' batteries here did remarkable service; Bigelow's for
example, near Trostle's Barn, fought hard; lost its infantry sup-
port - was forged to retire; it did seo, using the prolonge and
keeping up its fire from place to place. At last the Confederates
with a rash were upon his guns. Bigelow blew them even from the
muggles of his pieces. But they eame on, they shot his horses,
they clambered over his limbers. Five of his non-conmissioned
officers and twenty-two of his men were killed or wounded, and
Bigelow himself was seriously wounded in the side. But strange
to tell, he so extricated two out of six of his guns as to conti-
nue the resistance till MeGilvery, the Corps Chief, had put a
fresfh battery on the higher ground behind him. It wae such com-
bats as these, made by Bigelow and his brave men, made all slong
Sickles' front, that delayed the Confederate advance that second
day of Julye.

During the fearful struggle between infantry and infantry, or
artillery and infantry, of men of equal eourage and energy on both

sides, ranging from the Roundtops to the Emmetsburg road, ravines,
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rocks, stone=fenecs, in faect, every natural obstacle had been taken
advantage of by the Unéon men, who out-numbered at those points,
had been forced to retire. But they retired so slowly that they
delayed Longstreet a full hour in arriving at his objective - the
now famous Little-Round-top.

XXIII. HOW MEADE REINFORCED.

During that hour Meade had not been idle; Sickles had been
wounded, losing his leg, and Birney had taken his place. Birney
called loudly for help. Meade directed Haneock, Sykes, Sedgwick
and finally Slocum to re-inforece his now shattered left.

Follow Caldwell's Division, which Howard had onece commanded,
for a & few minutes forward into that battle, and facing southwest,
it crossed the fields under every sort of fire, grazed the Devil's
Den on the left, and its right entered DeTrobriand's wheat field.
It brushed back part of Melawsand Wilcox who supported him, and so
charged the left flank of Hoed's line as to drive all Confederates
within reaech behind the huge roecks and imto the wooded ravines for
shelters Colonel Cross who controlled the lst Brigade, tall
elastic, full of ardor, believing in a charmed life for himself,

though often wounded, here met the fatal call. His monument now

marks the spot. General Zook, who led forward his brigade, a kind

patriotic , patient spirit, fell here. General Brooke, though
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wounded, stayed in that wild place and directed matters with his
wonted coolness. Take another point - Meade's left-most point.

s
Luﬁn;. in his history, speaking of the low ridge between the

Roundtops says:-

"Never was there a wilder place for combat, and never
" was there a combat more fierce than wae seen here on that hot
" July evening; with blazing musketry and hand teo hand struggles,
* with clubbed fire-arms and japged stones. For half an hour this
" conflict went on, when & charge from the Twentieth Maine, under
" Colonel Chamberléin hurled the $exans from the hill®.

How another point - Warren, Meade's Chief of Engineers, going
on before Sykes found the Signal Officer near Little Roundtop al-
ready startled as he beheld a line of Hood's men advencing with
quick step from his front and left. "Keep the signal flapg in
motion!® said Warren; in a few minutes he was baek, with plenty
of troops, They nevertheless had no time to lose. There was
Weed's Brigade, 0'Rorkes' One hundred and fortieth New York Regi-
ment, and Vinecent's Brigade throwm a little to the south, while
Hazzlett's Battery was dragged by hand to the stony part of Little
Roundtop. The enemy's objective was now covered by Union men @
front and flank, but Oh! who can describe the deadly struggle for
that keypoint of the field !

Here are one or two pictures. Young Colonel 0'Rorke, but a

few months from West Point, meets them in double time, loses
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heavily, and loses his lifes = General Weed, one of New York's
best, follows to support 0'Rorke and the Batterys He fells for-
ward wounded to deaths Lieutenant !hnXutt, who is his warm
friend is cateching Weed's last words, rhknf also struck, he falls
upon the bedy of his ecommander, and both die together. Yonder in
front ef the wounded, the dying and the dead soldiers of every
grade, were piled together 1}

Dreadful was that flank fight; the most impoptant of the day;

/
here _many other troops;of Sykes, the conmander of Meade's old

~/
Corps, espeeially his Regulars under Ayres, bore the brunt of re-
preated Confederate charges; but at this smems hill Hocd's men
now under another eommander, for Hood waes severely wounded, were
effectually stopped.
XXIV. HUMPHREY AND CRAWFORD.

Meanwhile Confederate Anderson swept down upm.tha brave
Fumphrey; he resisted as long &8 he coulds When both hig flanks
were enveloped, then he would give back fighting, @ibbon's men pree
teeting his righte. For & few moments about é!‘. Ms, Humphrey in
an open space endeaveoring to gain a stone fence in his rear, was
s0 hard pressed that he thought the day was losts Wheaton's di-
vigion of the Sixth Corps, and Williams' of the Twelfth had deploy-

ed right there in the niek of time, so that after passing behind

t 1 . r to
he wall, Humphrﬂy g Diyigion gained the needed rest and cove
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re-form. Crawford's Pensylavania Reserves, Meade's kmmam First
Divigion to command, now went into battle in extended order from

§¢aadﬂ3¢fR‘

places near the "Little Roundtop®. ‘f? drove what was left of
Hnnd';bnd MeLaws' disorganized infantry and one or two batteries
back through the Devil's Den, across the wheat-field and into the
wood beyonds Crawford says:- "Heavy lines of skirmighers were
thrown out, and the ground firmly and permanently held®. |Meade's
left was now well established, for Sykes possessed the new lin: of
the Roundtops; Sedgwick's @orps, the largest of all, was behind
him; and further Fleasanton had now sent Kilpatriek's Qavalpry Di-
vision to wateh and guard the left of Sykess

It hed been an exeiting afternoon, Meade had lost the Peach
Orchard~line,~ the new position was & half mile baeck - the dead
and wounded of both armies ilr between them - the vietory was not
decisive enough for rejoicinges It only made everybody feel thank
ful that things were not worse, and dread to-morrows

XXvV. NIGHT ENGAGEMENT .

One brigade was left by Slocum, when he moved Williams' Divi-
sion and Geary's from MeAllisger's Mill over to help Sickles, miikm
miles away. That brigade was fortumately commanded by one of

Meade's best soldiers, General George S. Greene. He held it near

Culp's Hill, watching as well as he could in a thin f%rast,
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Sloecum's empty barricades. Howard's brief aeccount of this, a most

remarkable night=fight must suffices=- ;

® After the struggle had closed,
" and we supposed we should have a rest for the night, some troops
" in our front, said to be the "Louisgyna Tigers", sprang from
" their covers under the steep hill on the north end of Cemetery
" Ridge, broke through Ames' Division, and in three minutes were
" upon our batteries - Wiedrick's and others, slmost without fir-
* ing & shot. General Schurz by my order sent a part of a briga-
* de under Colonel Kryzanowski to the baiteries' immediate relief;
* the artillery men left their guns, and used sponge staves, hand-
" spikes, or anything they eould lay hold of, to beat back the
" enemy; as soon as help came the batteries were cleared. Schurz
" also sent a brigade farther to the right to help General Greene
* who requested re-inforeements. I sent to Meade for more troops-
" as part of Ames' Division wae forced back, and a gap mades But
" Hancock, hearing the firing, had detached Golonel 8 8. Carroll,
* with his spirited brigade, to my aide His men formed at right
" angles to the general line, and swept swiftly over the highest
" ground north-warg earrying everything before them. Generals
* steinwehr and Newton immediately filled any gaps made on my left
* by sudden withdrawals".

This night-engagement extended eastward as far as Slocum'm had

any troops; it was Ewell's effort on our right to assist Lee's main
attack. The enemy's troops took quiet possesion of all points
vacated, and realy slept within our lines, within a stone's throw

of the Baltimore pike: but the ground was so rough, and the woods

80 dark that their generals did not realize till morning what they i

had gained. This was the condition of things at the ¢close of the L
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second day. Lee held Sicles' advance position of the morning, as
and part of our rifle-pits, or barricades between McAllister's Mill
and Culp's Hill. Lee modestly saysi- "These partial successes
"Bdtermined me to eontirue the assault the next day".

XXVi. THIRD DAY'S BATTLE.
HOW SLOCUM REGAINED HIS LINES.

Howard's monograph eontinuesi~-

® The detachments of the Twelfth
* Corps ( Williams' Division strengthened by Lockwood's Brigade )
* that had given efficient help on the left during the second of
* July, and two brigades of Geary's Diviasion, which Meade says did
" not reach the seene of agtion from having mistaken the road,
" attempted after night to return to their breast-works on the ex-
* reme right of our line; but, a8 I have intimated, they found them
* alreesdy occupied by lnhn!xPn'alnnfadaratel- General Slocum was
" at this time in command of more troops than the Twelfth CQorps,
® and General A+ 8« Williams had the latters Williams made arrang
* ements to attaek the cnemy at daylight, and regain the pes ition
* formerly occupied by the corps®. (8See General Meade's corregt-
ed Reports)

Slogum arranged some fourteen batteries on Wolf's Hill,
& convenient knell behind the army and supported ther with sueh

other troops ag

eade lopaned hime. Williams streteched a triangular
"‘ ".- P e, o E .'; 9 f’{
line, one foot was Gregfe by Culp's Hill, and the other Ruger's

AN

right by McAllister's Mill; Wolf's Hill the apex. Ewelly the

c““fhderata Commander who had also ordered an attack at dawn realy
began the battles
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" I slept with others inside of & family lot in the cemetery, be-
side an iron fence ; with a grave mound for a pillow; being very
weary, for want of rest on previous nights, I was not awakened till
five A. M+, when I heard quick, sharp musketry firing, with an oc-
cagsional sound of artillery. It began like the pattering of rain
on a flat roof, only louder, and at firgt was intemmitteds Then
it would inerease in volume of sound till it attained a continuous
roars 0f gourge I sent at onee to headquarters te ascertain whai

Mt~
the firing ﬂ:zrﬂ; the y came ghortly: 'The Twelfth Corps is re-
gaining its lines'. By seven o'elock the battle was fully joined.
The Confederates were 5% determined to hold on, and disputed
the ground with great uhu#in-lr. But after a lively econtest of
five hourse, Ewell was driven beyond Rock Greck, and the breast-
works were re-occuried and helde I went over this ground five
years after the battle, and marks of the struggle were still ob-
servable; the moss on the rocks was diseolored in hundreds of
places where bullets had struck- the trees cut off, lopped down,
or shivered, were still there- stumps and trees were perforsted
with holes where leaden balls had since been dug out- and remnants
of the rough breast-works remaineds I did not wonder that General

/
Geary who was in the thickest “fq?iﬁht! thought the main battle

frod boere ,,

magt—heave ¥een fought theres
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XXVII. CAVALRY COMBATS ON THE FLANK.

Stuart's Cavalry made a demonstration at this time beyond
Ewells The able Gen'l. Gregg's Division engaged him vigorously
near the Bonnaughtomm road, and checked his ldrnme?o as to pre-
vent mischief from that guarters About this time our bold, san-
guine Kilpatrick moved hisg Divigion of Cavalry over beyond the
enemy's right, near the Emmetsburg road, where Pleasanton later in
the day directed him "to piteh in with all his might on LnngttreetL
right’. In these combats several valuable officers lost their
lives; among them was General Farnsworth, in uénnnnl of 2 brigade
near the time of Pickett's repulses Pleasanton speaks of this
work on the enemy's right as followsi-

* I have always been of the
/ 'np{&nn that the demongtration of eavalry on our left materially
®checked the attack of the ememy on the third of July®.

XXVIiI. PICKETT'S CHARGE.
Ho 's monograph
continuesi-
* The last bloody contests at Gettysburg
"opened about 1 P.M., by a ecannonades Lee's plan was substantially
“the same as that of the day before, except that Longstreet now
*had Pickett's division, and Lee added one division and two bri-
"gades of A. P. Hill to the attacking column. Longstreet brought
"together in h is front opposite the low ground, west of Little

"Roundtop , fifty Pive (55) long range guns, and Hill massed some
"sixty (60) more a little farther toward and opposite our center.
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"
"The point of attack wes on Hancock's front. The signal gun was
fired by the enemy, and from the south-west, west, north and north-
east, his batteries opened, hurling inte the eemetery grounds mis-
siles of all deseription. Shells burst in the air, on the ground
at our right and left, and in front , killing men and horges, ex-
rloding ceissons, otartumt‘ng tomb-stones, and smashing fences.
The troops hugged their cover, when they had any, as well as they
coulde One regiment of Steinwehr's was fearfully cut to pieces
by a shells Several officers passing & certain path within a
stone's throw of my pesition were either killed or woundeds The
German boy holding our horges under cover of the Cemetery Hill
on the eastern slopey near a large rock, had his left arm clipped
off with a fragment of a shells Men fell 'hilu eat ingMJ
their food was in their hands, and some with nwl in their

mouths®« T

" At half past two P.M., we cessed to replys We had ammuni-
tion and were not silenced, but we knew that this earnonade preced-
ed an attack, and we thought it possible the enemy would conclude
that we had been silenced and stopped by their effective shots,
and would proceed to the gontemplated attack; then we should need

batteries in readiness, and plenty of ammunitions We were right.

The firing of the ememy lulled, and I could see, better than ihe
day before, their infentry in line; at. least a quarter of a mileogp.
it was exposed to my view, as it started from Oak Ridge uppnsit.e

our lefts It was like an extensive parade; the flags were flying

and the line steadily advaneing. As I now know, these were Picket-

t's and Pettigrew's Divisions, and part of Anderson's with Wilgox's |
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brigade, supporting their right« ©On they came; as soon as they
were near enough, Osborne, Wainwright, MeElvery, and other artil-
lery chiefs started the fire of their utti__riﬂ fil‘ltr."ith solid
shot, making hardly any impression, soon with shells exploding
near and over and beyond the advancing line« Now gaps were plain-
1y made, but quigkly filleds When nearer, the ganister was freely
used, and the gaps in the enemy's line grew bigger and harder to
close. Soon this array came within short musketry range of our
full long line in front, all congealed by temporary gover, breast-
works, stone walls and trenches. Ag if by some gimultaneous im=-
pulge, the whole line tiufuﬂ eontinued to fire rapidly for per-
haps Tive or tenm mimutess MAs the smoke Mrose I saw no longer any
ememy's lime; there was running in every direetion; regiments of
ourg from Steinwehr's position to Inlﬂtnp were moving into the val
ley with their flags flying and spparently without mh order,
taking flags, guns, and prisioners and bringing them in. @eneral
Haneoek by speeial direetion commanded the majority of the trooys
on that front of attack, namely the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Qorps; Newton
having the first, @ibbon the second, and Birney the third, during

this day's combat. *

Hencoek says:- "The shoek of the assault fell on the 2nd and
' 3rd Divisions of the Second Corps; amd those were the troops as-

sisted by a small brigade of Vermont itroops, together with the

'
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' the artillery of our line, whiech fired from Roundtop to,Cemetery
' Hill at the enemy4 all the way as they advanced, whenever they

' had the opportunity. *##=sssNo doubt there were other troops
that fired a little, but these were the troPps that rel&r withstood
' the shoek of the assgults. *#**#*sses] was wounded) Hancock adds,
' at the eclose of the assault, and that ended my operations with

' the army for that campaign'. '

General Hanecock mentions the faet that General Gibbon was also
wounded during this assault, and thinks hhat the absence of two
commanders who knew thoroughly the eireumstances at sueh & moment
es this, was a great detriment; otherwise, adveniage would have
been taken of the ememy's repulse by our meking & deecisive advance.

"Our entire lose lees is reported at 25,186 = of whom 2834
were killed - 13,709 wounded, and 6643 missing. It ig difficult
to ascertain Lee's lossess We had im our hands upwards of 7000
wounded Confederates , the most of whom were go severely injured
that they eould not aeecompany the retiring army. AR
The hospital record gives the number 7262. If we deduct this
from the whole number of prigoners, which I believe is understated
by General Meade at 13,621, it gives us 6359 well prisoners. The
most mederate estimate that I have seen of the cmemy's loss in
killed is 5500; now if we plagce the number who were not so severly
Iruu.nded‘ a8 to be lef:t behind, and those who eseaped from the

field and did not fall into our hands, but were lost to the enemy,
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at 10,000 (probably the number was mugh greater), we have 2v,121
for the aggregate of Lee's lossess

XXIX. AFTER THE BATTLE.

* Nothing ecan ever give an adequate pieture of that field of
battle during the night of Friday and the two fellowing days. There
ig an exhilaration in the preparation for confligt, there is a
spirited excitement during the storm of the heated amgsmm»- engage-
ment = but who ean bear the sight of blackened corpses, of the dis-
torted faces of the djying, or of the pale, quiet sufferers who
o lie for hours and sometimes days for their turn to lose an arm
or a leg at the hands of the overtasked surgeon. *

" 1 saw, just before le@ving the cemetery on the 5th of July
a2 large plet of ground ecovered with wounded Confederates, some of
whom had been strugk on the first and some on the second day's .
battle, not yet attended tos The army surgeoms, a¥id the physi-
cians who now flogcked to their aid by every incoming tuiﬁ from
the North, were doing their best; yet it took time and unremitting
labor to go through the mass. The dirt and bleod and pallor of
this bruised mass of humaniiy affeeted me in a manner I ¢an never

forget, pleading pathetieally for peace and pood will toward men".

—m——.
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Let us c¢lose the campaign and battle here. The Confederates
were never before so near to a great success. H&rﬂht Gettysburg.
was,under Divine Providence, the turning point of the Rebellion.
Vieksburg with another of Grant's vietories followed the next day,
and so re-emphasized the Nation's birth-time. There was then a
slow and steady progress all along the line of Armies with most
bloody sacrifices, on, on, through Chattanooga, Atlanta, Nashville,
Savannah, Bentonville, The Wilderness and Petersburg to Appamatox,
and the last surrender. Our cause was won. We went to war to
prevent a breakage of the great Vessel of State; to preserve the
institutions whieh it held. In the struggle for possesion and
preservation we cleared the fore-castle and the ecabin of much
debris - State-sovareignity and human bondage went overboard.

We have preserved and established on good foundations our
American Genatitwtniai Constitutional Government; Our peculiar
American family life; Our effective American schools; Our organ-
ized American charities; Our free American ehurches, and Our hope-
ful American balloting.

These are the institutions, which we veterans commit to our
children and grand-children. Let no enemies from within or from
without ever mar or deface them.

May the God who has hitherto led us and helped us, enable those

who succeed to our planeipbresarve and defend tha%b as they do the
the apple of the eyi,fnravar 1 '
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