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THE GEORGIA CAMPAIGN OF I86G4e
_ i,.,wﬂ;-LAJ . Te DALTON,
After a resm I resume the account of the Erenr.sj.n

EEE ig vﬁfa I left off, and hope to be able to continue,
[]
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If it were not that W= s Concerning whom our

(e

jetters were filled with thoughts and messages, have grown up
A A A

around us into manhood and womanhood ,we, comrades of campaign

and battle could hardly realize that it is% years ago

(ost™ Moy Scsn

e+ Speimg thet General Grant from Washington, undertook "the

initiative in the spring campaign® when he hoped to be able ® to
work all parts of the army together¥.
But I am settled in a cenviction of the truth when I catch up an
old letter of mine dated * Cleveland , East Tennessee, May ﬁ]ﬁﬁ’-
with the printed eaption, "Headquarters Fourth Army Corps, Departe
ment of the Cumberland®s That letter begins j#It is almos$ the
anniversary of the battle of Ghancnllursvilltlmi of the birth
of our little boy (bern May Ed‘i, I364%, This child was then but
one year old 3 now he is in the full vigor of manheod, strong and
-hﬂ:";-h m;ﬂm% Thus comrades, we open our eyes
to behold another genaratim(@be ind us,and fast taking our
A~ bsus iy W shr koo

places in active busy 1if_e; but, thank Ged, no

E:mpaign of a hundred battles like that of
How heartily Grant's lieutenmant the impulsive the inde=

fat 135;1-, the sanguine, the prophetic Sherman, responded to the

eall of his able chief: He deelared that his (Grant's) letters

( which contained the plams ef campaign) afforded him (Sherman)

winfinite satisfaction®, That this working together, this verging

_____'..- |||.- - _..-H._i i
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to a gcommon centre, appeared i@ -Sharma; to be, for the first time,

wenlightened war%s ®Like yourselr®$ y e sepw to Grant, "you take

the biggest lead, #nd from me you shall have thoreugh and hearty

co=operation®s

When Sherman this he was ranly,}p Nashville ergan
,,..;.,M-a_ Iﬁa(—nﬂ‘

)
‘e ‘hree“armies l‘&the hnnnuf) the Cumberlandgy ani the Ohio,

and was intrn%ﬂ a syﬂﬂ“u nmﬁhr nupplui 1:;:kngl
adhered to, did lay the prupur foundations fer wampnign.m

‘Lﬁj¢4ﬂapu4 1huuﬁn+u~m423 Moeere R “;Jjgp
v\iestmﬁ not te end till gy enemy :\fe‘rus had beenerushed,

his resources hopelessly crippled, his means of transpertation

fatally intarruﬁtulm all cammmication between his rm:}:ﬁg
- [ ]

fragments in the extreme East and the far Wes °
h-.l.uf“‘

Grant counted upon Sherman's experience a abilify.his
N Gis Qrersral AL

quickness and his prompt co-operation, -’\he did not in the least
mistake his mang 3
Of the respective commanders of the armies which were to operate
in advance of Chattanooga, namely, of the Cumberland, the Tennessec
and the Ohio, Gewss==d Sherman was 20 fortunate in his %ﬁutan—
antse .He writest ® In Genemals Thomas , McPherson and Schefield
I‘had three generals of education and experience admirably qual=
ﬁtﬂﬂfar the ﬁrk before use BRach has made a histery of his owm,&

and I need not here dwell on their respective merits as men, or as
commanders of armies,excgpt that each possessed special gualities
of mind and of character which fitted him in the highest degree
for the work then dn contemplationT.

chauoﬂ affected me persemallye.

;yéﬂ“
The Sthe of April, 1864 I from my camp in Leokout Valley te

Spve o Gl A
mu'ttam-gﬁ\ani visited General Thomase. He explained that the

order was alraedy prepared for consolidating the Elevenih and

Twelfth Corps into one budyj}: new Twentieth ccrpEL ef which

e e e | — "

e - -
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General Hooker was te have commands General, Slogum,vas to be sent

te Vieksburg, Mississippi, teo control operations in that quarter ;
and I was to go to the Fourth Army Corps, ostensibly to enable
;g"‘xu.:\ﬁ_ﬁ

General Gerdowgto take advantage of a leave of absences

Ath«o formal instruetions themselves replete withﬂaxciting- changes
and sndden partings, reached my camp W -
I had commanded the Elﬂtnth Army G-rps but a year and four days;
yet that ineluded three impertant campaigns and four battlas.

ofd—
ﬁnldivisionAa te South Carelina, SO that the Eleventh now had
but two divisimlAand was gomparatively smalle I was to H?W
.nder these néw orders a fine corps 4wenty thousand strong,’ tom=
posed mainly of Western men. It had three divisiongs Two com=
61#' [

manders, Generals Stanley and Te Je 'lmﬁ, wern"-“'!" iarge efperience.
A little later @General John Newton, who will be recalled for his
work at Gettysburg and in ether anga.gmmcmt.f;L n the Bast and 3
sine West, an officer well known te every soldier, came to me at
Cleveland, East Tennessee, and was assigned to the remaining divi=
siom, which General Wagner had been temporarily gommanding at

95N [Haanss)- Comnses
e corp3 was much scavtered, as fommdpn my arrival at}

headquarters in Loudon the {((th of Aprils The First Division
(Stanley's) General Thomas had kept on outpest duty along his/\
rruntreast of Chattanooga; two brigades/:t Rlue Springs and one :ﬁ.
Ottowah; while the thiri_.]}ivisien (Wood's) had remained, after

+he fall Knexville=campaign, in the Department of the Ohio near

0 Knoxville, and the Second, as 1 have intimated, wes-atl Luuuon.q
notmmﬁur the Little Tmlnu eld there to - |
keep up uu-nuﬁicntim beétween the tw? iupartnlntbaf Thnmasiando-}-

Sgchofields It was here at Leudon the previous autumm that (‘.Dloni

Poughton, of the one Hundred and Fort -third New York Regiment,
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: '
had found the numei .s Confederate wagons, par ially destroyed,

with which during a single night he briged the ford of the [Z; 4

riva§ more than a thousand feet acrosss mﬂ ’4-!13 '?—

After the briefest wvisit te L-E:n and assumption of cmnamn ]
‘lm“ﬁ'” Q Tesnssrine
I speedily mvuf\haadquartarn to Clev nrj fifty miles belows

A

My first duty immediately undertaken was to concentrate the corps
in that vieinity, inspect the different brigades, %nd ascertain
their needs as to transp-mtion » clothing, and ether supplies.

Part of the cmmﬂ#hnd been all winter marching and camping,

skirmishing and fighting in the couniry ef East Tennessee, so
(A e Wansy Al { A

that the regiments eoming from that arter were ort of every=
AN Quldad v
thing essential to the fiuld;;-fh: animnds Sliiienak and thime

We must here remember , to the eredit of General sherman, whe,
with exiraerdinary prompiness, inereased the railway transpor=
tation from Washville to our armp,that supplies were soon forth=

comingj and , to the eredit of the officers, suberdinate command-

A :
ers, gquartersmasters, and commissaries, thst the 3d of May , when
“n oy
orders arrived for the first movement, the entire aurps had

suffiecient transpertation, clat.h:.ng ’ ratdens, and mnum ilorko %

effect with safety and order a Ty flanking mrch in the im-

v
mudiatepresuncu of g enemy,\to Catoos: Springses
. & oLl .
ThHis 3d of May, : ' - down frem Knoxville to
complete andj army General Sehefield, with his head of

),

columm, hadf\arrivﬂ& at Clevelands With us the preceding menth
had been a very busy enes Fer both officers and men the dis=
couragements of the past seemed alrgdr overs Now new life was
\E'_\“O"-j!ﬂ- »

infused ==tn the wheole bud}rﬁ, Semething was doinge. Large forces

.i.e.ﬂu-«’A‘
were rapidly coming together! and it was evident te every soldier

that semethine impurtan):as t® be undertakens On Sundays the

churches wepefilled with soldierse Christian men y members of the




ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂ“l vils! 18q ,arnosy efszelelnoed a. temwn efd brvel bad :

edi 1o brot bogizd od idyim olymia g pmizwb doidw f(siw
w*"\g‘wm N A el

o’-'\ e s220T08 teoY basavodd s !1- 1

soga , onsmod 1o moidgmweas bns m of riziv reeleiud m T dA

)
owoled asfim v#11Y fovefd ot w bevem ylibooqe I
)Q N\
aqioo odd edsiinesmod of zaw meidsdtebmu yviedalbesmi viub fatil ¢M
nisdi00as up 20bey:1d Jmewellib edi roeqami vidmioiv iedd mi

edoifgqua tedio bms . pridiels , mn?tmﬂ of as shoon Tieds

-'Qr-h __L_‘.Ei o
Whnnigmso bme pa.doem Tedniw L[Is rmoed mﬂﬁu-m eidd M0 11s9
= Ty

oa gooazenmeT a8 h)fum edd nmi un.t.tm bees yeedde iorel e
-hl--l I t::\-a.n‘ Saian Oa)

- IOV ‘l- l rm -m.*tmma2 mo1l al.mu atremiyet -ﬂi l\.‘l’ﬂlﬂ'

entidd bns w alsmins 1i hl.liﬂ‘ oidd od Isidmeane nunidd
Jdw  nerreds [svenel Yo fibews edi ef , Tedmeme: oved Fewvin oW
wiaganstd vawlist ﬂl‘ berseTes m Yisftibyes1ixe diw
i 10l mooz oew =eilqqua Fadl jgwie wo of alilvﬂ mo1l noiiad

-oaemmos eofsnibredve Jarenille eds h,{.tu-n m ed , bme \ynimes

~ )
modw ., vaM e bE edi ¥ .uum bris Je2tedasmm el sup 219

bsl agie0 o1iine edl  inemevem -l-; fmuil edd 101 beviiis a10b7T0
lithm.:-u)‘
l“ brs m ., MM# Jfoliedtoqanstd JmeisiTive
ﬂ"}f(‘""ﬂﬁ "Juﬁ%hﬂr\j
vk m ni .drun pridns T‘l 1obo brs ylelsa diiw Foelle

sayni-gl lwhﬂ -&E.m 3 e -mq'hlhm
of tlmm mm._wm o8N ‘h B =2i8Y

10 bsod aid diiw .u-nm Ilmi‘wix otelgmoo
: z.

dimem gnibeoesq ofd av AJiW sbmsleveld Js bevivis bad g loo
w2 ib odd mom bne 2188il1le died 0% sone vaod yiov 8 moed hsad

asw 01i[ wem woll ¢80V tbﬂ’th hm ‘l’uq ol 'io alnemeynstrod

;l-u—rgw
2997101 o'ud’ .aun BEW Hnldd‘lﬂa mm elodw eds Eﬂﬁ' beauini

A, -85 7
1eibloe Y1gve of imebive asw ii hﬂ ‘1::[-1'#:0;-‘ yrnimoo tIitqnm-mv

afdd aysebnul 0 enedsdroboy ad t: Mug'u.anoqm e :a:idr

add 10 z1odmem , rem nsiteiwdd -nub.linl :H.l.' nunm asdotuio




Christian {}mus“n‘ had been permitted to \ _s5it our uamps. and &

W Grnapelisd o o lHe goct)

were still with us , among them was De L. Meody, now =o well
known te the country fcr/\sympathy’ and friendsh.p for men
His words of hope and encouragement then spoken to ¥\ multitudes
of soldiers will never be forgotien. I wirete from East Tennessee
fv\moui Med m) 3 Irina,
a fe*mm—,wvxu reminders § "I have a ver;%ﬁ%asant
place for headquarters, just in the outskirts of Cleveland®,
The house belonged to the eompany which ewned the copper=mille. -ém-u;
WE are drawing near another trial eof arms, perhaps more terrific
than evers But, on the eve of an active ca.mina.ign and battles I
am net in 'an:,r degree depressede. « « When it can be done, there is
a qui;,-t. happiness in beihg able to %a:.r » think, and feel, "not vﬂ
what Iwill, but what Thou wilt.'. We are hoping that .'I:.his cmpa:'iw
will end the war, and I am more sanguine in thatbelief or hope wm
than ever beferes God grant that ne more disasters befall us .[..AE't
With our left well covered by MeCook's cavalry, eur Fmi}h Cerps
emerging from Cleveland commenced to move in two columns, the left

foaRiim fnents

one passing through Red Mlay and the ether by ‘Sala‘m f‘hm‘uh.

ah-
The morning of the 4th \pr May found us

"1 Catoesa Ep::xngs. . These springs were on the left of General S
Thnmas‘ijtun whele TTront m_towa.rd‘ Tunnel Hill.

Tunnel Hill wasjbutwonn the armies, the dividing r e, it was the

outpost of Cenfederpte Johnston's e=xy, which tuwarr.t' Chat-

A

N
tancegas The bulk of his ferce wasAaikDalton,e vered by artifie
cial works nerthward and eastward, and by the mountain range of

Rocky Face Ridge t-ﬁ'ﬂ' the weat. The famons defile threugh this

abrupt mountain was ealled Bmzzard's Roost ﬂnﬁ. 'Fm Recky
" - ; :
Pl%stﬂafﬂﬁﬂﬁl Hin}\: pnra.'flrl range of huight-gj the Chattaneoga

Railway cresses & narrow valley, pas: eneath ihe AL by

__*‘.‘!
atunnel, and/\en tnmdkﬂh&ttanmga.
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The Gonfederate offieial returns for April e, 1864, gggJohns=
N 2
ton's total ferceafifty two thousand nine hundred and ninety=two{
Lo

m:fbl’nlk s had joined a little later at Resaca , his total
wae;'\seventy-une thousaﬂd two hundred and thirty=fivees
General Sherman, in his memoirs, aggregates the Army of the Cum=
berland, sixty thousa‘nd sevenhundred and slvunt:.r-threu. the Army B
of the TunntsueEha field, twenty-four theusand four hundred and
sixty=five; the Army of the Ohie, thirteen thousand five hundred
and fifty-nine; making a grand total of ninety- eight thousand
seven hundred ﬁnd ninaty-snonﬁ officers and men, with two hundred
and f‘ift.:,r-rour ¢annon.

As J-hnuton*.nrt illerymen were about the same in number as

.ﬁ‘l‘““

Sherman's , proebably J-hnn*t.on 5 pleaeEmY, artillery numbered not

A
lcngthin Sherman'se.

The Army of the Cumberland delayed in the vieinity of Catoosa

Springs till the 7th, of May, to enable MePherseon wi the Army

. Ot
of the Tennessee to get _inte a pesition in Suger Valley to the
i f.-mt..#w
south of us_, and te bring dewn !ch-f‘ialwa the east of usg"WEms

Heav ao ur Ay wa sy
ey Red Clay, = that is, 1&-Maton's direet mr\thﬁ front.

It will be see that the Cha¥$ihooga (Western and Atlantic)

Railread , which ‘passes through the Tunnel Hill, Buzzard's Reost,

: i iwwmm%;
and then on teo Dalten, wher- it meets a}nathern branch W

throngh Red Clay, constituted eur line of supply and communigation,
auds s alann
General Thomas ha;ﬁhndvisad'\” MecPh&Trsen an:i Schofield should
‘
makelkdamugration directly against t.hehpnsxtiun at Daltong

while he himself,with the Army of the Cumberland, should pass

through the Snake Creek Gap and fall upom Johnsten's communica=

tionse General Thomas felt confident, if his plan were adopted,

of&.a speedy and decisive vict-r)‘ I believe that he , as uventsh
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"1..
proved, was quite right; but Sherman then thoughtAthat the risk
to his ovm communications was teo great to admit of his threwing

his main body se quiekly upon the enemy's reay and feared to at=

A
tempt this by i detour of upwards ?tr twenty miless Later in the

campaign, .w'l practical judgment induced him to risk even ms
L4

mere than that when he sent whele armies upon the enemy's 11.1103 of
s it o e ' :
suppliflgs But at this time MePherson's 3mall

A
Wftrc-c wamsewtoa¥® for that forward and flanking eperations
g M

w
Everything in ";uduuu on the 7thy of Ma yy the y of the

¢
Cumberland began its that is, te go straight

against the enemy's front lines, and then Bkirmish and fight,

intrench batteries, work forward little by little, here and thire)

and bang away agdnst every sort of ebstacle, natural and artifi=
cial, that might lie in the waye. ﬁ was in erder to keep

i Leud meartfery

) Sherman's enemy busy while Schofield or MePherson was turning that

|

o %
_Anem #m*

pogition. The morning ef the ?t_)\. he Fourth Corps left

camp at Catoesa Springs to Perform its part in these operations.

{

It led off due east along the Alabama road till it came into the
B Paird e -

neighberhood of a Mr. Lee's house. Here a partial unfolding ef

its troops took place; quite a long front appearec , Stanley on

o

the right, Newton en the left and Weod in reser 8. PFirst a few =n
ﬂm [7]
cracks of rifles, thejan exeiting skirmislhset in , but them was w

A

noe halting « Steadily our men pressed forward, driving back

first theﬁl'liﬂo gavalry-pickets and outer lines till, awakening
ol :

opposition m:; and more , about nine o'clock our foe crowned

Tunnel Hill with considerable force, and fired briskdy upon our

a-.dv.l:nue; The same angry reception wa s given te the Fourteenth 8¢

Corps, coming up sim_,ultannﬂuslyﬁbeyund our rightes

With little observation it was detected that the L‘.n“ﬂtederate

artillery had only cavalry supperts , so that immediately an
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order to charge riu.z}\&slines; our troops promptly sprang for=

i) i
ward and carried the crowned hill.

N
Aﬁrom Tunnel Hill we had Recky Pace 1n plain views. 1t was a con=

tinnous ,craggy ridge, at lsast five hndred feet high, very nars

" row on Fop bit having in places spur=like fabuiments jutting out
’,Af'“ the east macepegms « On the eresi , mr-h it was

so narrow that six men ciuli not march abreast. The Western front
presented in plaeus'a har'pmdtnﬂw Facer ah&ru‘b ‘as abrupt as the

L
Palisades of the Hudson; while, faverable to Johnston's ascent

and defence, {the eastern steeps were more g aduals Through
whicde ek v fs Ve R.Lo

Buzzard's Roost there were both a railway and a wagon rdad, also
s small stream of waters This tllé Confederatas had so darmednp

-
as to pre sent a formidable obstacles They hart so arranged- thear

A

ba.t.t.urfiu an¢ their infantry intrenchments as to completely
-f.'.,f,':':-tl‘f n
: sweep @ver'y hollvw and _pathway in that defiles General Thomas ,

1 .
however, pushed forward his troeops with steadiness and vigor, =

PFourteenth CGorps in the cenire, Fourth and Twentieh on the right
M stradi 'L'H .
and left, ﬂﬁc?nsmn was ﬂ.ndmg his way thr uugh Snake Creck

A u-l.ﬂ r,u;m
@Gap towards Resaca, am‘i: Sehofield nh.::sﬂ pr?s’smg his heavy

ul, Tﬁ‘m
skirmdsh=1ines Lrom Red Clay te vnveil ‘frem that northern side
Quuks & A . '
the intrenchmenta.

A 1,1}14.-}',( E'h

Exxr away 'b‘fb_“mx right , southward , en the 9th, of May, the twen=-

tieth Gﬁrps, mnder Hooker, had hard_ fighting indeed. He after-

wards wrotes "The rabel line was cagried and held for a few minutes,

E%M

but finding themselves exposed to a raking , plunging fire from a

new positionf§, they were uampel%d-ta fall back®s Pifty men were J&&

killed and a large number w:mdﬂf- My personzl friend , Lieutenahl_

Colonel Mecllvain , ﬁixty-murt‘% Ohio, was here killed. E*ury‘
!

regimental commander in this struggle was woundede
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The Fourteenth Cerps alse, under general Palmer, n&aﬁktu us had

its ewn ﬂ??sk works Morgan's brigade, especially , was put inte #
line and hotly engaged. From this cemmand, the Sixty = sixth
Illinois Regiment kept working ferward by the side of the dan=

gerous gap, drawing fire and driving in the enemy's euter lines.

L N

It is said that wwev finally ebtain ed Ihelt-r’withuut being able
' P

to get farther forward, within speaking distance of their foe.
One enterprising corporal , it-i: reported , made a bargaiqwith
some Confederates who were tﬂicwing dovn heavy boulders from
above , that if they would refrain from their betherseme work he

would read %ham the President's famous :mncsty praalamatlan.

He did seo and c-nparatlvu quiet was kept durlng thqastrange en-

tertainment.

-

s
Neow,to go back a little in eag narrat.wfj-n the 8th,of Hay,

General Vewien with my Secend Divisien managed, some e milus

nerth of the gap, to push a small'force up the slope, fsd then,

taking the defenders by a rush, drove them alnnskg?ti}’kt had suc-

+
ceeded in Gagering from the Cenfederates at least one third of

the ridge. He there established a signal station. He next tried,

: i
but in vain, te seize and capure a Confederate signal party,

A,
which he deemed too actively talkingbaiuue of their flagss

%tanle; and Hbod on Newton's rlght, stretched out their own lines

Hoealc
to some extent, and gave Newion all o nuppnrt they could in that
wear i Wed patisaics
difficult grounﬁc During the Lght hi MIn dragged up the steeps

two pieces of artillery , and by their help gained another hun=

drediards of the hotly disputed erest
ﬂ& : — ’ . Wi ;Hakfautlpu
On the 9thy of May another experiment was tried. Umters, I sent
} ..J - N
i

Stanley's Divisien for a reeonnissance inte that herrid gap of
Puzzard's Reost until it had drawn from the enemy a strong artill-

ery fire, which redoubled the eche and rearings of the valleys and

o N " e
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causad to be opened an incessant rattle of long lines of musketry.
It was while making preparations for this fearful ree=
connissance that a group of officers were standing around me ,
among g General Stanley and Celenel(then Captain) J .C. Kniffin
of his staffs The enemy's riflemen were we thaugﬁt'bayand range;
but one of them netiecing our party, fired inte the group. His ecg~
ceﬁtric bullet made twe or three heles threugh the back of my coat,

but witheut wounding me » and then passed threugh Captain Kniffin'$

| 198
hat, and /struct a tree close at hande Bdsure that group of ob~-
o Jivw ) N e
servers speedily chang:ﬁ‘p-nitiun. MePherson's operations near

Resaca were not so successful as General Sherman had hoped.
Theugh there were but two Confederate brigades at that tewn, the
1 5o ha-Ghtemed)
nature of the ground wasy fer Hurnrsaﬁﬁynprupititus in the extreme,
The abrupt ravines » the tangled and thick wood, and the complete

artificial works recently remewed, whiech covered the appreaches
WA :

to Resaca, made Ha?hcrg:a.aauttﬂihnd caused him te follow let=

ter rather than the spirit of his instruetions; so thaﬂkartur an
unsuccessful effort teo strike the railroad, Jcﬁnston's main artery,
he fell back to a defensive line near the mouth of the gap, and
there theroughly intrenched his front. Speaking of this Sherman
says, "Such an opportunity does not eccur twice in a single 1lifele
Still, he (MePherson) was perfectl -+ justified by h{F orders, and
he fell back, and assumed an unassaiable defensive position in

Sugar Valley, en the Resaca side of Smake Creek Gap,

Just as soon as Sherman had rteéivei thiﬁ news he altered h_is Plan,
Nt ans A

and sent his main army, except ﬂjzrlinéi cavalery division nndlgy
Yern

eorps , the Fourth by the same rounie. Stoneman withhis ferce had
=7 s, A

Just arrived from Kentucky.

With this comparatively small force ﬂkopt up om the old ground a
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lively aggressive work during Thomas and Schofield's southwadr_d
march with perhaps even more persistency than f-‘beforni vet prebabiz.
the withdrawal of smruuj\by General Shermah, and the replace~
ment of his skirmishers by cavalry , together with the report tha
-t
MoPherson was so near to his communications, made the always MM’A
t"‘ : ¥ . .
!'llﬂr Confederaie ﬂ-ﬁ*ural suspieious that semething in the
enemy's camp 1that is ,in my part eof it, was going wrong for him.
Therefore, on the lﬂth.*w push’d ont mEthwarJ, towards Stoneman,
. A o oy dteen oy o
and made a strong reconnoissance, which, I beheld at a eflst.anaa,

* P

and which in the ravines and thickets and uncertain light wase

{ - Ll ] :»I,l._
magnified tc:&ﬁ @ lively vision of the soldieirs beholding.
At First some of our generals feared that Johnston, lettseing his
cormunications go , would attempt a hattlé S0 as to crush the
Fourth E';crps alones But soon the tide turned, and the tentative
force retired within the Confederate intrenchments. Under the caw

i ]

cover of the night ensuingh Joe Johnston, as he did many times

vherearter, made one of his handsome retreats, from vhe front-of

27
an-setive, No man could make retrfets frem the front of an

.

active, watchful enemy % beFFer successthan he‘ * "=k S/“-“)
| .

At da_ylight eof the 13th, I pressed my mvfing f‘ornas};‘artur the
foe ,thn@'valr;—,r and the Fourth Cerp:- , as beldly as poss;hlu,
but was delayed all day by' th Q«ene...em;r's active rear= guard;

the roughness of the countr; affording that guard snccessive
shelters. It took thme to disledge the fearless hinderers, yet

Sehou Adaviy 4 Vi, Soatr
1 did finally 2 night suggeed in, foxming suh%tlnt.ial junce=
| gt SE-VBE0ES Prjoe_

tion with Genersk Sherman, who was &t that time near MePersen on

A

ground to the west of Resaca. Meanwhile, Johnston with his main

body was prip.rinﬁ*a his ptculiwﬁhai'tfiﬂ the approaches teo

that tewn , getting ready for the next day's battle.
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To show the costliness of such aperat(nns » in my Corps alone
there were already in the little combats about three hundred kill-

@d an d woundeds

et o d o
Our wc%d been Tapid and full ef excitemen(&. Our minds had

been bent upon the siiua tion » Watchi ng against any 1 audden

nhang-,:.!umg scouts to the right and left, getting reports from

_..-M.H.M" ']

the u-\xh; in frent, er beat ing ‘up*the woods and thickets that
. M{'{Lf_-ﬂ

méght cenceal an ambuscade. At Pirst after ﬂui&-“r" came the

(“

‘f7 rlngmnt. of the men upen new greun_’j thenthe essential re-

r urt.l and orflers for the next day, th-nhf‘ullo:&’ the welceme

é{%iﬂr that our enterprising mess=purveyer and skillful cook hac

13; Prepared. Here arommd the mess=_ghest , for a table,
X
éﬁufﬁuers sat with me and spent a pleasant homr ghatt ing'}

V2 -(1/ 2ol
,i-*(_?d leisurely assing the meal and disecussing the events of the
ol -

oy

épy and the hopes of the Forrows There was cheerfrlness thufq, :.rea
S m gMan_
=eew afterward it existed as Wwe wrote messages to the far
A Ve tval! y
stant IewadPnes, but 1 the® was deep solemnity in our W

&

hearts, for we knew that the next dawn would usher in another
dreadful battle, and that few mess=tables , there at the front,

would have the same number of plates and the same nmumber of
¢ OU¥ ?.“wi{. MLI'E

friends w dinner. We looked ? each others faces, and
secretly wo ed who would be tu:an‘and Who would be left.

-
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