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SHERMAN'S CAMPAIGN OF 186G4.
1V.-ADAIRSVILLE.
Oy It }ila little wonderful how time condences historys It diminish- ,

LH¢*FW¢ML‘LE1*“ ﬂ‘*ﬁjiftﬂ{ftjyr

es in its prt}portluns'llke ranges of nmﬁtams = Pﬂ-&ﬁ-&#—ﬁﬂm
== Our great conflict is called he War, and to some extent,
especiallgwﬁmﬂng those concerned in it who are still living, its
actors arghynOWn and recognized by namej yet a little observation
will show that the doings of the leaders have already faded from
the public mind. Certainly, new conflicts among the nations will

o+ s S v all Wilirie  Bovutsy
little by little drive ours more and more into -obsurity. -

e fro-tlorray it e R LSt ahe

Eventually somethong like %==8 will probably be

Idstery!  From 1361 to 18G9 effort was made bv o J ¥ DNavis
{1JJALLLHJI;L—Jﬂ)Tthr;AA¥ e

and ntherfrfo divide the States and form a Southern Confederacye.
War resulted, and the national govermment, under the leadership
of President Lincoln, aided by his general-in chief, U.S.Grant,
after a severe strugﬁle, was vietorious. Thus the national Union
was malntalned.
Wﬁ\
\Ccene ov <5
These thoughts are&tzu:mg‘ohservlng the vyery little compass
which our next battle, Adairsville, has secured, even in the report
of our beloved chieftain, General Sherman. It is fﬁ?ﬁfﬁﬁﬁh a
paragraph, namely: "Near Adairsville we again found signs of the
rebel army, and of a purpose to fight, and about sunset of that
& X2
day( the 17th of May, 13G4) General Newton's division, in the
advance, had a pretty sharp encounter with his rear-guard, but
the next morning he was gonet,

X .

the date as the 17th of May, and represent@y that our head of

A — N—"”o e Q _—
Bre—frperal in his "Memoirs® ﬁnat q}]ﬁ_t.e\%u briefa. He(l'ﬂg.a

colummn encountered the rear-guard of the Confederate army near

Adairsville and "towards evening®.






He himself was with the advance, and from the.highest ground was

endeavoring to catech glimpses of his enemy. The General believes
LA

that the party grouped about himself drew thd fire of an enemy's
battery: "a shell passed through the group of staff-officers and
burst. just beyond, which scattered us promptly®.

%uﬂ?’ﬁls seems a little meagre to us who were_there and more immediate =
g‘a.mm- e a

ly engaged. Of course it was not a very general engagement.
It began with Newton's division on our side, and doubtless with

Johnston's rear-guard on his side, but considerably more :t’.—l;’a_g
}WLE; PN =¥ 7S PO Y
those two divisions were drawn Neses—fiw l:nef‘ur'e the darkness shut

down upon us and stdpped
By observing the notes of General Johnston, the Confederate com-
mander, we see that® the Southern army crossed the Oostanaula

about midnight (15th - 16th of May) *. It then went on to
bl

Calhoun, seven miles distant. * The 17th it marched eipght . miles

to Adairsville by 8 o'clockA.Ms! remained there till next morn-

“Weno
ing?* the 18th. This £ the order of events as I believed at

the time, and then reported, that Johnston had taken a strong posi
Wi plact
tion at Adairsville, had partially J'.E_trenc_hen *f, and that his

whole army was present while the se=9h was going on.

Adairsville was emd=-a small village situvated amid quite extensive
Laﬂ-ﬂi%

cultivated fields, where wheat, corn, and cotton were,raised in

A

considerable guantity. The village had at one time numbered

perhaps two hindred soulss It had a manufactory of arms, machine-
: [y TR

shops, a few stores, and at least one -Ein' hotels The ground

Johnston had selected from which to hold us in check, and it might

to ool irom -
be invite a general action, was a large farm, where th‘eﬁgins and
i
presses showed that cotton was the main prodnct. ORo—eTEer,
Lim oL al Rijyace : -

Captain Gun;mg{halﬂktiﬁ:ntz., but I do not deem the opinion well

founded, that the stubborn ﬂTﬁ made by Johnston at Adairsville
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was to gunard his artillery and trains that he was obliged to load

#
npon the cars at the depots He further %ut two gorps
A A
(Hood's and Hardee's) which were deployed and intrenched against

Fa fp*i“bL
our advances ‘H- BT eas Be obtained this information

from the prisoners which fell into our hands, information not

necessarily gomplete Wfbﬂb"‘ M&ﬂm -
EHﬂy}LjE;hEt:’ _dj &ﬁaj

pr that we have located the field of Adairsville with the entire

Confederate force in position, in rear of that town, facing north-

{34

wardl having ,the infantry and artillery of Hood and Hardee in

A
place, and, I may add, covered by a strong skirmish line, and also

Tone Cack fie Dl y—
the eemp¥ste corps of Polk inreserve, let us return to Gemsrml

NOWA BAOddday LR G P

Sherman's army as it o:af& the Oostanaula and see what it did
dv :
and what resulted from its .

—Instantly when my report at Resaea that Yewton occupied-the en=
emy's abandoned trenches at dawn uf‘. the 16th of May reached
HerweNY Sherman, he ordered pursuite. One division of our cavalry,
under Garrard, had scouted off towards Rome, so now the infaniry

i @#ﬂwnﬁ*‘“—

division of General Jeff. Cs. Davis was hurried down the’&valley.

keeping on the right bank of the river, to support the eavalry,

and, if possible, seize Rome and hold ite. Two bridges were al=
ready laid and in good order at Lay's Ferry. Sweéeny's division
h‘ﬂm_ b et
as we s==w was across the river, so that at once McPherson bagan
[ 50
his movément,-i.e., to crnswhe remainder of his command, the

fixteenth Corps, under Dodge, having the advance, and Logan with
the Fifteenth Comems fo.llowing closely, and then to Tun south=
ward endeavoring to overtake the retreating foe.

A few miles out, not far from Calhoun, McPherson'ssskirmishers
encountered the Confederates. A sharp skirrﬁisl}\f‘ﬂllnwed, in

V.Y Y |

mder fire. In a few minutes that command had lost fifty=-two men,

. whieh the Second Erii?de, Second Division, of Dodge's Corps, came






and among the mortally wounded wag Colonel Burke, gf the Sixty-
Gupone Laddles
sixth linois. The colonel @4 the next day; thus, sHwm—rsFerd
(s heeoy A
/\sa:.rs; "giving the sacrifice of a valuable 1life to his countryv.
Confederate Johnston did not delay long in front of McPherson,
et s
and yet fﬂf{éufflclent time to cawse McPherson to develop his

la.nes, E into posltmn, and get ready )t‘or ,actinm () é.,,
g.u.
_ id not come ofr. Flndlng the enEmy gone from his
flont”the next mornlng,'hahsontlnued his movement down the river

road to a point, MeGuire™s Cross Roads, which is about due west of

Adairsville and perhaps ten or eleven miles %k;;iiiﬁizl;nn.

N

Greneral Thﬂmas#abont the same time as Mthersun' a little east
e
of ktm, with the Fourth and Fourteenth Corps, took uphj?ﬂ direct
pursuit. The railroad bridge over the Oostanaula had been partly
burned, but a rough floating bridge was quickly made from the
timbers and planking at hande. ¥ Corps, the Fourth, led in thaﬁ
J AL
pursuit, We also, McPhersonS&&, began to
Coa Aoy A
Sleiepetsl with Johnston's rear-gunard, making, during the 16th but
e S10OW Progress. A Gonfﬂﬁaraﬁe newspaper correspondent
speaking of the Southern army, represented that "the Yankees fol-
lowed our army closely and pressed us all day (this was s 16th),
but Stewart's division has kept them at bay so’ far. This evening
there was sharp fighting on our right, but I have not learned
what it was caused.from. Qur present position is around Calhoun,
but the chances are that we will continue our retreat to Adairs-
ville to-morrow®,.
This =iz®s that Confederate Stewart's division constituted Johns-
b
ton's rear-gnard which we were so closely following.
The severe skirmish of the evening was a brief one between Stan-
ley's division and Johnston's line at Calhoun.

Farly the next day (the 17th) our column, passing the enemy's

empty works at Calhoun, contigued the marche
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Wewton's division en the lead started at half-past five, followed

Q}QWIL

by Stanley's. WNewton followed the wagon-road, while Wood a little

farther to the right came up abreast along the railroad. &4*“0‘3"’“4”2@.{\

#I:Eur progress was continuvally interrupted. Gﬂnfed'er&te'
; i TS YRS MM

Stewart's rear-gu&rihin its checks and stops anf?nfed all arms
“

of the service.

At intervals this rear-guard at chosen places would fesm two or
three barricaded lines, barricading with railroad-ties, fence-

rails, logs, or poles at hand. These temporary covers were usualy

Wely
ly put’ iz the edge of timber, so as force us to cross an open
% wert o e B g,
field in their front, and we encounter T about évery
half or three- quarters of a mile. Of course this manoeuving
Veceoh ¥
foreced us every time to, deploy at least a brigade, and also %o
| M v Ve -

send out a flanking forece strong enough to Take care of itself.

A vl vy,
As we neared Adairsville the resistance inecreasede. General WauA

kept extending his skirmish line and strengthening it till it

-

abvtted against the enemy's main line west of Adairsville.

QX Ny Wesd

General Newton,did the same, deploying farther and farther to the

left mmd doubling ¥ his advance line. It was four o'clock in t

oud”

afternoon when Newton's men, rushing into a grove of trees, ¢ =

A

ot from the Confederates ¥ a heavy fire.' It was a little

later than thig when General Sherman came up with his staff and

—

ascurt and ee=fe to the highest ground, &= was observing the field

7 A
/::hen he ohlraw the fire of a battery.
I also _episode which occuped about this time.
The sklmlshlnﬂ hacf grown into brlBk and ra.p:.d firing just as I
mfﬁﬂﬁdﬁ;;;' hﬁaLJWi;ﬂ
m)\ General Wewion and his starf‘.)\ A hostile battery of
. v
several guns was turnec upon t=és ground. The shells began to

watller  fov e

burst over our heads at our right and left at le- close proximity.

One of them disabled the horse -::F Colonel T.J.Morgan and put Col-

onel Fullerton, my adjutant general, -

AN
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4 y/y 2
two orderlies' horses,tecigtees were disabled, and, another horse
by A

belonging to th%ﬁfavalxjﬁcumpany wh1nh.Haa-ai#aﬂ#ﬁmhﬁﬂ—hﬂﬁéqﬂax-
G u-r)}r
ters was crippleds shellAfsli{rhtlur wounded Captain Bliss,

of General Newton's staff, ecarrying away the badge of rank from
his shoulder. It being now evident, as there was fighting along
the front of two divisions,- that is, along their skirmish lines,

which had been increased and reinforced, - evident that the Con-

—————

federates had made %hftangﬁgﬁﬁ were prep d for battle; so I
adeel :
made haste to bring up my.reserves ;o oot assaulte It always
1L¢n—¢m¢u~y—& —
requires somm time to get an at ?Eifng colummflin readiness*ﬂfﬁhﬁliatﬂ
(

A'l- were in ?Gtiow.%d

A (LaCias !Aik?
lremm—ib® vigorous movement, General Thomas sald o me That it was

tovnear night to take t offensive. He Lnstqucted me further <o
o whah-raas ) (W) i Vy Vi o s

Simplihrﬂld my position, and postpone, if possible, any gemneral

engagement till daylight the next morning.

VY —

My notes here say, "Yet a real engagement was goinﬂupgjsince both

parties continued to reinforce the skirmish lines wntil they

(the lines) were tantamount to a line of battle®., One battery of

L

artillery drew another into action. Our batteries were quickly

brought vp, and fired with their uvawal spirit and Vigore The sun

went down upon this noisy, unusual, bloody conflict, where-

) Couls Paosy hJU** Phein 23ty 1
probably both partlefﬁrere really disposed to wait till the morn-
ings It was however, nine o'cloeck at night and very dark before
we could dlqenbage, J the attll1g musketry, with an accasional
boom of a battery, gradui?ly dlmlnlshed to a Fltful and irregular
fire of mnervous mEn on the picket=line. The losses, I am sorry
to record, in my corps resulting from this affair at Adairsville
were at least two hundred killed and wounded.

During the night the Fourteenth Corps came into close support,

and McPherson moved from McGuire's so much towards Adairsville as
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&% to connect with Thomas's right Ffank. But no general action
hered For the next morning at dawn the 18th of May we found that
Johnston had made another clean retreat. The reason for it we
will find by taking the map and following the movement of Sher-
man's left column.

This eolumn was Schofield's trﬂuEs reinforced by Hooker's Twen=-

f ovNier

tieth Corps. Gemered Sherman,sent thﬁ: aarps to follow Scho=

57 [\ A

field over the ferries, across the branches of the Oostanaula

A

aboye us, because our new bridge at Resaca had not sufficient ca-
I*U"GCLM——" enc -hqﬂh"
pacity, and probably'to lvi:EﬂﬁﬂuStrﬂngth to his Tlanking forceas

I re— et gl

The left columm setting out at the same hour with us was obliged

to make a,wide detour eastward and to eross two rivers instead of
(o M

one,= the Gonnasauga and the Coosawattees.

A

Schofield laid his bridges at Fite" and Field's Crossings.
= ‘“’Mﬂh mw

I believe that Stoneman's cavalr ineduding that of Edwin MeCook

and Kilpatrick sor—edher—peesm—sf—es——cossasyi, were able to ford

the rivers. As soon as practicable the left formed two columns,

/\Gox su%:rpq)\wmh &s cavalry, HUU#-:—-« the left one

on the outer flank, and Huﬂk&éﬂﬂﬂmlng up between my corps and kEEs.
ﬁﬁ A

Johnston A, during the night, by reports from his active

Schofield were
gavalry scouts, that loﬂker and beynnd his right and aiming for

W 4l koo

Easqvllle, thus threatening his main cro 51np of the next river,
RWE;)
the Etowah s=iGS=Emmssmm, that McPherson135 we noticed{haﬁ
already turned his position on the other flank, and was resting
for the ght bﬂtween MecGuire's Cross-roads and Adairsville; and
he 0tro

Ferbeesy that a division of ecavalry, supported by infantry, was
much farther west in the immediate wvicinity of Bome, a town still
farther south, and that this column was likely to carry the weak

forts there by assault, and so swoop up his foundries and impor-

tant mills.:
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Surely things were not favorahle for a long deiay at Adairsville.
Certainly, unless the Confederate cormander was prepared to take
the immediate offensive against Thomas at dawn in the morning, his
Confederate army would be before many hours in a bad predicament.
Mo wonder that he drew off before the prospectively fatal day had
davwnede.
Judging by Confederate accomnis, I am inelined to think that there
e
e o
FEr—remE e n3«?9port of loszes on the part of the enemy.
(heral Johnston intimates that, as they fought mainly behind
breastworks at Resaca, the loss of the Confederates compared with
ve Foeo ol
ours was not laryﬂ-
One who was present remarks thugd * A rebel regiment was capiured
by Howard, and a few wvagabond pickets were picked up in various
places".
Another declares that, besides the wounded, "prisoners (Confeder-
ate) at the hour I write, 9 A.M« (16th May), are being brought in
by hundreds", and further, the number of, prisoners and deserters,

wJIZ

ineluding many officers of the li e and stafl, were in the neigh=-

A

borhood of four thousand at the close of the battle of Adairs-
ville. F ceys
All this pave us increased courage and hope.
It should be noticed thatour railroad man, Colonel Wright, rePainttj

4D :
& the railways, putting down new bridges with incredible rapidity.
I had hardly left Dalton before his trains with bread, provender,
and ammunition, were already in that little town. By the 16th
of May, early in the morning, While_ﬁkirmishing was still going on
with the rear-guard of Fcross the Oostanaula, the scream

A

of our locomotive's whistle was heard behind us at Resaca.
feo
The telegraph was never much delayed. Captain or Major Vanlusen

repaired the old broken line, and kept us constantly in cormunica

tion with our depots and with Washington. 2o that when, on the
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morning of the 18th, we were destroying the Georgia State Arsenal

at Adairsville, and visiting the wownded that the Confederates

had,the night before,left behind, and picking up a few stragglers
in gray coats, we received word from our commissaries at Resaca

that there was now at that sub-depot, at our call, abundance of
coffee, hard bread, and bacone.

This was the third battle field between the 10th and the 19th of
llay which I had passed over. It was indeed inspiriting to our men
to gain so much ground and mske such rapid progress. Though we
confess the cest was very great. For our hospitals were fast
filling up with poor fellows who conld accompany us no farther,
and we were leaving our dead at every railroad statione

It is they that have been gathered into that large army which have
since filled up the National Cemetery at Chattancoga.

Thus we notice from Tunnel Hill to Adairsville, Sherman, in less
than ten days, had experienced pretiy hard fighting, but he had
also overcome extraordinary natural obstacles which, according

to writers in the Southern press, had been relied upon as impreg-
nable against any enemy's approach, supported and defended as

they were by the brave hosts of Joe Johnston behind them,~ ob=
stacles such as Tunnel Hill, Taylor's Ridge, Snake Creek Gap, and
the Oostanaula with its tributaries. True, the Confederate army
was not yet much reduced in numbers, yet the spirit of the men,
though not broken, was sensibly affected by Johnston's constant
retreat.

M our side the officers and men at that period were happy, full
of energy and confidence. The"door of Georgia®, so much talked

of as an impregnable barrier, referred to Dalton and its natural
defenses. This "door" was now forced, and was ever after to re-
main wide opens. General Johnston was becoming every day more and

more conservative and cantious. He continued to stand ever on
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the defensive, while, unde;zg?arman, Thomas, Schofield, McPherson,
and their corps cummanders?lour more numerous men were pressing
against his front and to the right and left of his army with
vapoleoniec boldnesss They had thus far experienced hardly a checkJ
as, like heavy waves, these forces were rolling on towards the sea.
\

uﬂw%f%%ow near Adairsville in a liftle nook to the right of the road,
as we were marching toward Kingston, we caupght sight of a group
of young ladies standing-oﬁ the green, they appeared somewhat
nervous and excited on our approach.
| accosted the one who was most self-posses and who had stepped
ount in front of her companions.
Young lady can }uu tell me who residence this is?
She answered curtly, *it belongs to Captain Howard®.
Ah, Captain Howard: that is my name; my name is Howard, perhaps
we are connections?
She instantly replied, " we have no relations whatéver North, sir#
I then asked, is Captain Howard at home?
She replied, "no%.
There might he be?"Captain Howard is with the Confederate Army
where he ought to be®.
Ah, indeed, I am sorry that one of our name is in the Eebel Armye
Where is that Army?
%Y don't know anything about the Confederate movements. I told
you sir, that I had no relations North®".
Well tﬁﬂn the blood of all the Howards does not run in your veins?
At this time turning to a staff-officer and within the hearing
of the group of young ladies, I remarked as the sound of skirmish-
ing reached our ears "that house will make an execellent field-
hospital®. The speaker and her companions were frightened at this

and ran to the house and appeared shortly after on the upper porch,






Soon a middle-aged lady c¢ame hastily toward me before we had left
the premises and besought me not to take her house for a hospital,
I replied that I had been treated very cavalierly by the young
people, and that my courtesy met only with reburf‘;’!

Oh sir, she said "you must not mind those girls, they talk flip=-
pantly®,

Fortuately for the family there was nothing but a slight skirmish
in their neighborhood, and the lovely house and other buildings
near at hand so prettily enconced. beyond the green:f?ihiie grove
of trees, were not used for the dreaded army purposess

I have since heard that this Georgia family has remembered my
visit, has spoken highly of me, probably more highly than I de=
served. Possibly, the prejudice has given way to time and change
so that these nanesakes of Georgia might not now be willing o
sever themselves from all connection with the multitudious Howard
familye

After leaving this place we proceeded to Kingston, where General
Sherman had already established his headquarters and where they
were 1o remain during the few days rest after Johnston's Confeder-

ate forces had ecrossed t.h'e Etowahes

i
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SHERMAN'S CAMPAIGN OF '1864.
1V.~-ADAIRSVILLE.

It is a littlewonderful how time condeé%s histqrr. It diminish~-

es in its proportions like ranges of mountains as yon recede

from thems Our great confliet is still called The War, and to

some extent, especially among those concerned in it who are still

living, its actors are known and recognized by name; yet a very
little observation will show that the doings of the ieaders have
already faded from the public minds Gertainly?new confliets
emong the nations will little by little drive ours more and more
into eobscurity« Eventually something like this will probably be
the record of history: From 1861 to 1865 an effort was made by
one Jeff Davis and ethers to divide the States and form a South-
ern Confederacys War resulted, and the national government, under
the leadership of President Lincoln, alded by his general=in-chief
Us 8« Grant, after a severe struggle, was victorious. Thus the
national Union was maintained.
These thoughts arose on my observing the very little compass
which eur next battle, Adairsville, has secured, even in the re=-
port of our beloved chieftain, General Shermane It is less than
a paragraph, namely: "Near Adairsville we apain found signs of
the rebel army, and of a purpose to fight, and about sunset of
that day ( the 17th of May, 13864) General Newton's division, in
the advance, had a pretty sharp encounter with his rear-guard,
but the next morning he was goneV%.
The General in his *HEmcirS'hlis not quite so brief. He gives the
date as the 17th of May, and represents that our head of colum
encountered the rear-guard of the Confederate army near Adairs=-

ville and "towards evening®.
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He himselfl was with'the advance, and from the highest ground was
endeavoring to catch glimpses of his enemy. The General believes
Jgelf
that the party grouped about hiﬁqdrew the fire of an enemy's bat-

teryi®a shell passed through the group of staff-officers and
burst just beyond, which scattered us promptly®.
This seems a little meagre to us who were there and more immediate-
ly engaged. Of course it was not a very general engagements
It began with Newton's division on our side, and doubtless with
Johnston's rear-guard on his side, but considerably more than
those two divisions were drawn under fiyre before the darkness
shnt down upon us and stopped the conflicts
By observing the notes of General Johnston, the Confederate com-
mander, we see that®the Southern army crossed the Oostananla
Thew  gw
about midnight(15th=16th of May)". Iynwentﬁﬁo Calhoun, seven
miles distants "The 17th it marched eight miles to Adairsville
by 8 o' elock A. M.!: remained there till next morning?" the 13th.
gl
This iﬂiﬂas I believed at the time, and then reported, that Johns-
ton had taken a strong position at Adairsville, had partially
intrenched it, and that his whole army was present while the aec=
tion was going one
S.Iﬁ#mﬁ‘{_,
Adairsville was only a small villagtafmid quite extensive culti=-
vated fieldsjnhere wheat, corn, and cotton were raised in con-
ak o lome
siderable gquantitys The village ha§ﬁpumbered perhaps two hun-
dred soulss It had a manufactory of arms, machine-shops, a few
stores, and at least one fair hotels. The ground Johnston had
A it
selected from which to hold us in check, and pra invite a
general action, was a large farm, where the gins and presses
showed that cotton was the main product. One writer, Captain
Conyngham, thinks, but I do not deem the opinion well founded,
WAS

that the stubborn/%%ﬁggmnmué by Johnston at Adairsville to guard

his artillery and trains that he was obliged to load upon the cars
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at the depots He further give%&fwﬂ corps ,(Hood's and Hardee's)

which were deployed and intrenched against our advances.

Noubtless he obtained this information from the prisoners which

fell into our hands, ﬂ;#'ﬁ_ﬁmuﬁ:n el mmm:& %ﬁ

Wow that ¥%e have located the field of Adairsville with the Con-
tep A‘
federate e in position, in rear of that town, facing nunthWarQK
having the infantry and artillery of Hood and Hardee in place,
and, I may addy covered by a strong skirmish line, and also the
complete corps of Polk in reserve, let vs return to General Sher-
man's army as it crosses the Oostanaula and see what it did and
end what resulied from its actions
Instantly when .mf report at Resaca that Newiton occupied the
enemy's abandoned trenches at dawn of the 16th of May reached
General Sherman, he ordered pursuit. One division of our cavalry
under Garrard, had scouted off towards Rome, so now the infantry
division of (General Jeff, Cs Davis was hurried down the valley,
keeping on the right bank of the river,to support the cavaly, =and,
. ‘ Caid
if possible, seize Fome and hold it. Two bridges were already,in
y o W frade 4
Aorder at Lay's Ferry. Sweeny's diViSiﬂﬁgfaﬂ across the river,
so that at once McPherson began his movement,-i.e., to cross the

remainder of his command, the Sixteenth Corps, under Dodge, hav-

lng.the adwancsg and Logan with the Fifteenth Corps fellowing

il htioe) edtavovney Lo ovarlok . Wl
clasely; ) Ticec IE:" hee e on Soullitoaes 3
Afew miles out, not far from Calhoun, MePherson's skirmishers
encountered the Confederates. A sharp skirmish followed, in
which the Secaﬂd Brigade, Second Division, of Deodge's corps, came
under fires In a few minutes that command had lost fifty-two men,
andl among the mortally wounded was Colonel Burke, of the Sixty=-

sixth Illinois. The colonel died the nexy day; thus, the record

says, 'ﬁivingﬁthe sacrifice of a waluable life to his country¥.






Confederate Johnston did not delay long in frent of MePhersen,

lo cacedes
and yet for sufficient time inr McPherson to develop his llnee

== go into position, L\A}’V}' "'I«MJH, f:ﬁ“ m% J/ILLM wo}

e prad s r)lﬁ -
Finding tle enemy pgone from his front the next morninghe con-
A : = s |
tinved his movement down the river road to a point, McGuire's
whaclo

Cross Roaﬁsu&?hout due west of Adairsville and perhaps ten or

T
eleven MllﬂS‘ ﬂf}om that i%tno [; oy e P‘w%t’&mw4hf

General Thomas, with the Fourth and Fourteenth Cerps, took up the

}\\ cun Ui cosldmacda
dlruct pursuits The railroad brldgfﬁﬁad been partly burned, but
a rough floating bridge was quickly made from the timbers
and planking at hande My Corps, the Fourth, led in the pursuite.
We also, about as seon as McPherson did, began to skirmish with
Johnston's rear-guard, making, during the 1!31.1%::31"3 slow progress,
A Confederate newspaper correspondent speaking of the Southern
army, represented that"the Yankees followed our army closely and
pressed us all day(this was the 16th), but Stewart's division has
kept them at bay so fars This evening there was sharp fighting
on our right, but I have not learned what it was caused froms Our
present podition is around Calhoun, but the chances are that we
will continue our retfaat to Adairsville to-morrow",
This shows that Confederate Stewart's divisioﬁ canétituted Johns=-
ton's rear-guard&-’hi'/g'-’w maﬂfﬂb% ‘fﬂr{% :
The severe skirmish of the evening was a brief on® between Stan-
ley's di%ision and Johnston's line at Calhoun. Early the next

st ealhsu s

day (the 17th) our columm, pascing the enemy's empty worky, con- S

tinued the marches Newton's division on the lead started at

half=-past five, folleowed by Stanley's. Newton followed the wagon-

road, while Wood/Came up abreast alung he rallrma llttlﬂ

&0

farther tu the right Our progress was +:~c:-r11:.1r1u.?11l:,ir interrupted.

e 3 A s cheek, TS5BS,

Confederate Stewart's rear-guvard empluyed all arms of the service.
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At intervals this rear-guard would form two or three barricaded
lines, barricading ;ith railroad-ties, fence-rails, logs, or
poles at hands These temporary covers were usuvally put in the
edge of timber, so as to forece us to eress an opeﬁ field in their
. y t =
front, and we would encounter them about ever: halftn"iii%%uﬂjx,
guarters of a mile« OFf course this manceuving forced u%/éﬂ deploy
at least a brigade; and alse to send out a flanking force strong
enough to tak; care of itself,
As we neared Adairsville the resistance inecreaseds General Wood
kept extending his ;kirmish line and strengthening it till it |
abutted against the enemy's main line west of Adairsville.
General Newton did the same, developing farther and farther to the
left and doubling up his advance lines It was about four o'clock
in the afterncon when Newton's men, rushing inte a grove of trees,
developed from the Confederates a heavy fire. It was a little
later than this when Géneral Sherman came up'with ﬂg:arta f and

) Wl CApdlrs tAng
escort and rode to the highest ground, ,weess he drew the fire

of a battrevs J\\
I also remember a little episode which occured abﬂﬁt this téme.
The skirmishing had grown inte a brisk and rapid firing just as 1
came up to Gene;al Newton and his staff. A hostile battery of
several guns was tumrned upon this grounds The shells began to
burst over our heads or at afr right and 1ef; at very close prox-
imity«. One of them disabled the horse of Colonel T. J. Moergan and
put Colonel Fulierton, my adjutant-general, also on foot; two
orderlies" horsuslbasid¢51Weru disabied, and another hurée ba=
longing to the ecavalry company which was attached te headquarters
L

was crippleds The same shell slightly wounded Captain Bliss,

of General Newton's staff, carryin: away the badge of rank from
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his shouldere It being now evident, as there was fighting along
the front of two divisions,= that is, alnng'their skirmish lines,

which had been increased and reinforced,= that the Confederates

v
had made a stand and were prepared for battle;ﬁ& made haste to

S~
bring up my reserves for an assault, t,:-gt always required time _

Soonwe Wete 1ady F m"@j

to get an attaeking column in readineasijkfbuut the time my com- ~/
mand began its vigorous movement,; General Thomas said te me that
it was too near night to take the offensive. He instruected me
further to simply hold my position, and postpone, if possible,
any general engagement +ill éa;iight the next morning.
My notes here éar, "Yet a real engagement was goingcny since
both parties eontinued to reinforce the skirmish lines until they
(the lines)were tantamount to a line of battle®. One bﬁttery of
artillery drew another into action. Our batteries were quickly
brought vp, and fired with their uséal spirit and vigor. The sun
Arsanne g/
went down upon this neisy, il%ifga}and bleoody conflict, where
probably both parties were really disposed to wait till the morn-
Jheruever,
ings It wa%heine o'ecloeck at night and very dark before we could
disengage, then the rattling musketry, with an occasional beoom
of a battery, gradually diminished to a fitful and irregular

; g (A ‘;mﬁfmﬁttmd..z
fire of nervous men on the picket-lines The losses in my corps

!

resulting from this affair at Adairsville were at least two hun-
dred killed and wounded
During the night the Fourteenth Corps came into close support,

and McPherson moved from MeGuire's so much towards Adairsville as
cusned_attivi herd Ger
Pietinco ffusge ot ain Mt S
to connect with Thomas's right flanks )} The next merning at dawn
ha 1592 A ety

’}\we found that Johnsten had made another clean retreat. The reason
for it we will find by taking the map and following the movement
of Sherman's left columme.

¥ was Schofield's troops reinforced by Hooker's Twentieth Corps.

=
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General Sherman sent this corps to follow Schofield over the fer-
ries aeross the branches of the Qostanaula above us, because our
N

new bridge at Resaca had sufficient capacity, and probably to give

more strength to his flanking force under Schofield.

G sllawn curad P sos e anteddn ey

The' culumn}fzz_ﬁblxged to make a wide detour eastward and to
cross two rivers instead of one,=- tﬁ& Gonnasiauga ang¢ the Coosa=-
wattee.

Schofield laid his bridges at Fite's and Field's Crossings.

1
I believe that Stoneman's cavgry, including that of Edwin MeCeook

ptere. cfpte s
and Kilpatrick and other paris of his command, fordgm the rivers.
As soon as practicable the left formed two columns, Cox's corps ,
oo oe
with Stoneman's cavalry, maintaining the lefﬁAF]lnk. and Hooker
coming np between my corps and his .
Johnston fuundlthun, during the night, by reports from his active
cavalry scouts, that Hooker and Schofield were beyond his right
£=mk and aiming for Cassville, thus threatening his main crossing
of the next river,-the Etowah at Allatoona,- and that McPherson
CALL ¢ et on
Xﬁfad already turned his position ms the other flank, and was rest-
ing for the night between McGuire's Cross-Roads and Adairsville;
and further, that a division of cavalry, supported by infantry,
mar ik o They taedd

was_in the irmmediate wvicinity of Rome, a town still farther south,

{hﬂj s o becssisn Nra0 v/ 7%

anéﬁslkely to carry the weak forts, by assault, and se swoop up

his foundries and important mills. m Fh“‘-,ﬂ wor 1) 6“’”%
b.r\-— e Lo v Al oot Coll gona sl s

Certainly, unless the Confederate commander was prepared to take
the immediate offensive against Thomas at dawn in the morning, his
Confederate army would be before many hours in a bad predicament.
No wonder that he drew off before the prespectively fatal day had
davneds

Judging by Confederate accounts, I am inclined to think that there

had been thus far no report of losses on the part of thﬁBTNTﬂj
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@General Johnston intimates that, as they fought mainly behind
breastworks at Resaca, the loss of the Confederates compared with
ours was not larges

One who was present remarks thus! YA rebel regimen{ was captured
by Howard, and a few vagabond pickets were picked up in various
places®,

Another declares that,besides the wounded, "prisoners (Confederatd
at the hour I write, 9A. Ms (16th May), are being brought in by
hundreds®, and further, the number of prisoners and deserters,
ineluding many offiecers of the line and staff, were in the neigh—_
borhood of four~fthousand at the clese of the battle of Adairsville,
Wiir Qoul M Mty (id &nturuiu—ﬁfﬁ#¢dujn '

hj“fjlt should b® noticed that our railroad man, Colongl Wright, re-

paired the railways, putting dowrr new bridges with incredible
rapiditys I had hardly left Dalton before his traing with bread,
provender, and armmmition, were already in that little town.

By the 16th of May, early in the morning, while skirmishing was

still going on with the rear-guard of the enemy across the (Qostan-

aula, the seream of eur locomotive's whistle was heard behind us

at Resaca.

The telegfaph was never much delayeds Captain or Major VanDusen
@%w@m

repaired the aldAline, and kept us éonstantly in communication,

with our depets and with Washingten. BSo that when, on the morning

of the 18th, we were destroying the Georpia State Arsenal at

Adairsville, and visiting the wounded that the Confederates had

leftbehind @Eﬁbmr D i sliliine W & 0¥ stragglers in
gray coats, we received word from our commissaries at Resaca that
there was new at that sub=depot, at our call, abundance of coffee,
harci bread, and bacones

This was the third battle field between the 10th and the 19th of

May which 1 had passed over. It was indeed inspiriting to our






men to gain so much ground and make sueh rapid progress.
Though we confess the cost was very great. For our hespitals were
fast filling vp with poor fellews who could accompany us no fir-
ther, and we were leaving our dead at every railway statione
It is they that have been gathered into that large army which
have since filled up the National Cemetery at Chattanocoga.
Thus we notice from Tunnel Hill to Adairsville, Sherman, in less
that ten days, had experienced pretty hard fighting, but he hadﬂﬂénﬂ‘
overcome extraordinary natural obstacles which, according to writ-
ers in the Southern press, had been relied upon as impregnable
against any enemy's approach, supported and defended as they were
by the brave hosts of Joe Johnston behind them,- obstacles such
as Tunnel Hill, Taylor's Ridge, Snake Creek Gap, and the Oostan-
aula with its tributaries. True, the Confederate army was not yet
much reduced in numberg,yet the spirit of the men, though not
broken, was sensibly affected by Johnston's constant retreat.
ak P \wriod

On our side, the officers and menAwere happy, full of energy and
confidences The "door of Geergia', so much talked of as an im=
pregnable barrier, referred to Dalton and its natural defenses.
This "door" was now forced, and was ever after to remain wide
opens General Johnston was becoming every day more and more

eoutivatl
conservative and eautious, E;% standieg ever on the defensive,
while, under Sherman, Thomas, Schofield, McPherson, and their corps
commanders, our more numerous men were pressing against his

-

front and to the right and left of his army with Napoleonic

e

boldness, mjkexperiene% hardly a check, :15111'.5:.:': heavy waves

-

|
these forces were rolling on towards the seaes
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General Johnston was becoming every day more and more conservative

sy 0
and cantious. He continued to stand ever on the defensive, while,

under Sherman, Thomas, Sc#ﬁfisld, HcPherégn;.uﬁﬁﬂiﬁeir corps com=
manders, our more numerou% men wgra“?féésing against his front
and to the right and_;;?t{&f.his army with Napoleonie boldness.
They had thue Tar.axperi%ncad hardly a check, as, like heavy waves,
tﬁase.férces were rollin& on towards the sea.

Now near Adairsville in a little nook to the right of the road, as
we were mﬂrching toward Kingston, we caught sight of a group of
young ladies standing on the green, they appeared somewhat nervous
and ex¢ited on our apprm‘;ch- I accosted the one who was most

self- possed and who had stepped ont in front of her companions.

Young lady can you tell me whose residence this is? G5She answered

L
¥

ecurtly, it belongs to Captain Howards. Ah, Captain Howard} that is
my name; my mane is Howafd, perhaps we are connections? she in-

stantly replied, "we have no relations whatever ﬁbrth, sir.#
I theﬁ asked, is Captain Howard at home? she replied, "no".

r

Where might he be? Captain Howard is with the Confederate Army
where he éught to bef Ah, indeed, I am sorry that one of our
name is in the Rebel Armye Where is that Army? *I don't know
anything about the Confederate nmven'tentsf-\ I told you si®, that
we ﬁ&d no relations North.* Well then the blood of all the
Howard& does not run in your veins?
At this time turning to a staff-officer and within the hearing
of the group of young ladies I remarked as the sound of skirmish-
ing reached our earsg "that house will make an execellent field-
hospital®s The speaker and her companions were frightened at
this and ran to the house and appeared shﬂrtiy after on the upper

porche. Soon a‘ middleaged lady came hastily toward me before we

had left the premises and besought me not to take her house for

a hospital, I replied that I had been treated wvery cavﬁbﬁﬂéf

bl . =t
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by the young people, and that mf coufiesy met only with rebuff.

Oh sir, she said you must net mind those girls they talk flipp=-
pantlys. Furtuﬁately for the family there was nothing but a slight
skirmish in their neighborhood, and the lovely house and other
buildinges near at hand so prettily éﬁcnnmut. beyond the green,

in the grove of trees, were not used for the dreaded army pur—f
poses. I have sinee heard that this Georgia family has remembered
my visit, has.spoken highly of me, probably more highly than I
deserveds Possibly, the prejudice has given way to time and
change so that these namesakes of Georgia might not now be will-
ing to sever themselves from all connection with the multitudious
Howard familys '

After leaving this place we proceeded to Kingston, where Gener#l
Sherman had already established his headquarters and where they
ware ta remain during the few days fést after Johnston's aonfeder-

ate foreces had crossed the Etowsahs.
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General Johnston was becuming every day more and more gonservative
and cauvtiouns. He continved to stand ever on the defensive, while,
vnder Sherman, Thomas, Schofield, MePherson, and their corps

comman: ers, our more numerous men were pressing against his front

i

and to the roght and left of his army with Napoleonic boldness.
They had thus far experienced hardly a check, as, like heavy

waves, these 8orces were :|:'-::u11].1'1pI on towards the saa-
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Now near Adairsville to the right off the road, as we were
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marching caught sight of a group of young ladies on
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and among the mortally wounded was Colonel Burke, of the Sixty=-
sixth Illinois. The Colonel died the next day; thus, the record
says, " giving the sacrifice of a valuable 1life to his country%s
Confederate Johnston did not delay long im front of McPherson,

and yet for sufficient time to cause McPherson to develop his
lines, go into position, and get ready for aet ons« The combat

tdid not eome off. Finfing the enemy pgone from his feont the next
morning, he eontinved his movemgnt down the river road to a point,
MeGuire's Cross Roads, which is about dve west of Adairsville and
perhaps ten or eleven miles from that town.

General Thomas
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