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Gen. 0.0.Howard,
Burlington, Vt.
My Dear General:-=-
By this mail I send you copy of the
INTERICR of April 5th, 1902, which contains a picture of
Dr, Pearsons, also a short sketch written by Dr. Gray.
trust this will be satisfac tory,
I remain,
Yours very truly,
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Washington, D. C., September 13, 1902,

Gen. 0. 0, Howard,
Washington, D. C.
Pear General:

In behalf of the sub=-committee on Reunion:

LAUIIS

I have the honor to ineclose herewith a lsetter from the

wradh Ak

Chairman, dated September 11, 1902, and am directed to
request that you will be present at sald Encampment and
address the comrades at the reunion o 11t} 12th and
20th Corps, to be held October 9th,
Sherman tent.

While no limitation is fixed, it is suggested that an
address of not more than thirty minutes will give ample
time tc the other speakers invited for that occasion.

Will you alsc advise me of your acceptance?

- Respectfully,

1l inclosurs. Acting Chairman of Sub-committese,

Room 19 Patent Office Puilding.
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Law Offices of
JOHN C. COOMBS,
WM. H. LEONARD,

CHAS. H. HANSON,
F. C. CHAMBERLIN. 150 Devonshire Street,

TELEPHONE CONMECTION.

25 Equitable Building,

BOSTON, MASS.,.... Sept ;....1.5.; -1 909

¥aj. Gen. 0.0, Howard,

U. 8. A. Retired.
My dear General:-

I+ has been several weeks since I have sent vou a letter as I
have been wandering around the country without your address and we
are without 1t now; but I am going to throw out the line once more 1in
hope that I mAy get a nibble, if not a bite.

My wesgern trip was far pleasanter than I had ?%ticipated. The

t
-’f/\_,-"/l-ll §za 9 y f‘
properties there which are in my charge .eemedf$h be in the worst pos-

Ll s B

slble condition, and I was to attend the funeral of a friend and asso-
clate of some vears. The worst nightmare of all that I had was the
thought of the details of the funeral. There were four small children
and a widow. Several of those little folks had been great favorites
of mine and I was oppressed with how they would be affected by the aw-
ful tragedy that had descended like a thunderbolt out of a clear sky
upon this family that was full of love, trust, happiness, complete
peace and prosperity.

I had not alighted from the train in Sioux City before the bur-
den on my mind hegan to shift a little. As I stood on the car steps
waiting for the train to complete the last few feet of its journey, I

heard my name called by a small, halting voice, anml, looking into the

erowd that wils awaiting the train's arrival, I saw the eldest of those

poor, Tatheyless children;and there was not a sign of a tear in her

eyes., She was strong and well - and down to the train! T had feared
an absolute breakdown on the part of this child of fourteen and, worse

than that even, was the fact that if it came to that the widow's load

!







Maj. Gen. 0.0.H. -2-

would be doubled. And no human heing could stand up under more than

she had borne on that long journey to New Zealand that started so

brightly with her husband's convalescence only to be blackened soon by

failure and death among absolute strangers and by the weary, heart-

breaking wait of neurly & month for a steamer that should take her and
AT ]

her dead back over the three week's j A that lay between her amnd

her little ones.

A moment's conversation with the little girl told me that her
mot her was strmng?zn&~sleﬁping ﬁormyhand eating well;anﬂ in th-e same
sentence the daunthﬂsx little soul s¥id that she was not going to ery
but she was going to be brave and help her mother. That girl was 14
years old, ds we count the moons, but she was 20 that morning.

The later develapments in this sad tragedy were far less fright-
ful and harrowing than I had feared. In the interview that I had to

have with the widow there was not a tear shed by her,- all was strength

{l
anﬂi%he fight of the future. This last helped me over the place that

I had dreaded worst of all., That interview had been before me for
nearly 2 months, almost night and day, and none of the harrowing,
heart-racking things that I had expected to go through or see took
place.,

In business it was the same. The nearer I got to each difficul-
ty, the more I examined it, the better it looked, so that the sun was

IvY -

shining clear through the clouds before I turned my A\tm the Fast,
How often T have had the same experience! It would seem that by this
time T ought never to borrow trouble by prophecying it to myself and

yet I am sure I worry unnecessarily about as much as I ever did; and

you know me well enough to know that that is a good deal, 7T sometimes
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think my mind is unfortunate in that it will not loosen itself from
any problem it undertakes until the problem is solved. It is a dan-
gerous mind in that it makes a slave out of me., The result is that I
now find myself dodging new problems and new work because T know that
any problem or work that I undertake my mind will compel me to solve

or complete; and to actually do anvthing one undertakes, actually and

finally to do it to the best of one's uhility;xtaknﬁ up 80 much time
a—

that one soon sees that his life is short in the number of works he
can do while here.

I have been seriously reflecting on my course for the next year,—

- this winter. My mind is now clear that I muet retrench in my work. I
have been spreading too much, scattering too much. I have been writ-
ing a play, a Memorial speech, I am.Inspector of Rifle Practice, I
have been writing a book, and I have been preparing some political
speeches ,- all these at the same time and all avocations and I a
lawyer by vocation, In the language of the street, that record
"jars"™ me and I am going to direct my fire more at one target from
this time on.

I began to cut off the creepers vesterday. First, I decided to
give up my campaign work this year. Second, I decided to resign as
Inspector of Rifle Practice as soon as this season is over, Being in,
I must get out well and honorably. T ought never to have gotten in,
as the fellow said who couldn't swim and who was out over his headj
but that wasn't the matter for immediate consideration. The getting
out was what was troubling him. The getting out is what is troubling
me in thig inspector of rifle practice business, for it takes time.

Having taken the work up, I shall see it through to the end to the
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verv best of my ability, no matter what the cost may be, and it 1s
bound to be very much this next month and a half as st put much
time into the work or rfail on the homestretch of a race in which T
have been leading the whole state, and probably the whole country,
since last HMarch.

I have decided to have just one avocation now and that is the
writing of my book. I shall, therefore, cut off everything from now
until next July that will interfere with my writing every night till
then,that can be cut off , and throw myself, after elght o'clock in

NPT, PP
the mg¥ningf wholly into this work.

My situation is just here. I am now just 32 vears old and I
haven't done anything vet but prepare - get ready - train, T believe
I am magnificently trained. But that won't do me any good unless
there 15 a chance to enter a race, so I am continuously seeking, feel-
ing for my chance, my opportunity,

As T sit here in the library at my desk, I see these words which
I wrote 3 or 4 vears ago: "On the great clock of time there is only
one word - Now." I must do something now; and so I am doing it and
I am doing it in the writing of my book, The world gives its prizes
to the man who actually does it ,- not to the man who could do it but
doesn't, and I must do it or fail. In the law, my profession, I am
not doing it. I am growing, to be sure, but I am not making now, nor,
I believe, can I make an jmmediate, notable success., This last is what
I want for what I can do with it ,- that is all. I want it very soon
so that T may study the things in which I believe I can do the most

good. I want to cease spending, if ever, any time in the making of

enough money by which to live. If I could only get by that corner, I

wonuld be headed right at last. I want an assured income of, say,







Maj, Gen, 0.0.H, -h-
$1500 a vear ,- not more - and I would be started.

Faillng to see any opportunity to secure this immediately or
in the near future in my profession, I am trying to land it in liter-
ature ,- hence the bookXa If I do not catch on in literature after
having tried a play and a book, I shall give that up and have no more
avocations. T shall throw my nights and days into my profession to
seg if T cannot harmer out a respectable success there,

It seems to me as If T were justified in trying a book. Of
course, it means many long hours to be spent away from my profession
but I feel certain that the attempt is a wise one., As T have begun to

buckle down to the work since my 4 months' enforced absence from it,
ee
+
&
de

2termined to undertake.

for the first time in my life have T a doubt in my abilitv to

adequately deal with a task which,T had

Leel e f

feel, aye, T know that this hee 52t84 book will be fully up to my
capacity. It will try me out aE‘E have never been tried out before,
but , after last evening's work, I believe I shall make it go. I shall
measure my powers by my undertaking, not my undertaking by my powars;'
and I rely upon a growth in power as the work goes on to carry me up
to heights that now seem inaceessable.

Your advice to a young man in a situation as my own should be
very valuable. If you have the time and inclination, please write me
with entire frankness just what vou think of the wisdom of the course
I am pursuing as laid out herein. You know, probably, more of my real
worth than I do. You are ripe in experience. You have had to deal

intimately with hundreds of men in the most important matters. You

have had to depute work of the greatest moment to subordinates because

it wouldn't be performed unless you did depute it to them, and so you
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tried to develop a most accurate judgment of just what a
man could and what he would do when left to himself, I shall be
guided a great deal by what vou say of my plans, if vou will tell me,
If vou have no time Wwrite, wait till you are here in October and

we can talk it over then.

This will, I hope, catch vou at Gettysburg where vou have been

before and where you will alwars be, You were greatly favored to
have been there in the immortal battle and to have placed your name
on the scroll of the most prominent who hid a hand in shaplng its
course,

I an somewhat discouraged when I reflect that you were then no
older than I, as I look around and see the small things in which I
am engaged. But I shall hope for the best and trust that some day I
may get into a larger field.
The length of this letter is rather appalling, I am afraid, hutj
as it is so important to me, T hope vou will excuse it. Come and see
us when you can. You keep me up to the mark better than anybody else.

Frances is well for her. Her Vermont trip did her much good.
She sends to vou her love and I beg you to accept my own,

With the greatest respect, I am, as ever,

Your friend,
- e
__..--’;l /__.. / .\
o r// L& (_,/(:'j‘( o Eﬁffﬁ_fé/;'nﬁf 30 .',-F :
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Ma jor-General DANIEL E. SICKLES, HORATIO C. KING, NOBLE D. PRESTON,
Commander, Adjutant, Quartermaster,
No. 23 Fifth Avenue, New York Cilty. 375 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 2312 Poplar Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

NEADQUARTERS
MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION.
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ESTABRLISHED IN 1848.
T. 8. PECK,
GENERAL INSURANCE AGENT,
152 COLLEGE STHREET.

Personal BURLINGTON, V'T., September 16, 1902

Maj. General O. O. Howard, U. S. A. retired,

c/ﬂ Mr. J. W. Howard, 1 Eroadway,

Few York City.

I received a letter from General Moses Veale, 727

Walnut street, FPhiladelphia, the Commander of the Medal of Honor Legion,

-

asking if I could secure from you a letter which he could read at the
banquet of the Legion to be given at the Union League Club in Philadelphis
provided you could not 'be present. reneral Veale writes me that you
spoke of Miss Bessie's marriage, and feared you could not be present, and
he wished me to remind you of those in the good Book who were bidden to
the feast and gave marriage as an excuse. He desires to have you
respond to the toast "The Army," and all the members of the Legion are

very anxious to have you there, but if it is not possible for you to go
I hope you will be sure and send the General one of your good letters,
which will please so many comrades and warm friends of yours.

I wae in Boston last Saturday, and had a long talk with Col.
Rand, Recorder of the Massachusetts Commandery, with recard to the Dr.
Webhb case. Colonel Rand and all of our friends seem very sanguine
over the result. I have arranged for quarters for you at the Falmouth
hotel in Portland from the evening of the 29th inst. As you know, the
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief is on the 1lst of October, but the
Vermont delegation leave here at 7.40 a. m. Monday, September 29th, and

g0 via St. Johnsbury and the White mountains. The fare, as I under-
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T. 8. PECK,
GENERAL INSURANCE AGENT,
152 COLLEGE STREET.

BURLINGTON, VT., No, 2,laj.Gen.0,0,.H.,
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