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July £; 1898.

Gene Os O, Howard, prcllos oy fOr €€ 4 MamQoa
M-—z Pl ey o - M /",:""‘Ff-t_ﬂ J
Chi ck Ga. Lo o B
ckamauga, Ga é 22 0 fFiae o e i e N
Dear Father:= i V.t 2 f. 277%

The subject concerning which I write, is the opportunity
I desire to éérve in the present war, if possible as an Engineer
Off'icer, otherwise in scme other branch. Because of my education,
experience, age, family, and poaitian;uI cannot accept the rank less
than Major or Captain. I will not speak of my merits. You know them
and they are vouched for by the many letters of recommendation from
others able to judge. As I have thus far failed to receive an appoint-
ment, I will briefly review the matter.

On lay 19th I learned that my name had been mentioned for e
comnission in the Volunteer Engineers, and I sent a formal application
to the Secy. of War for a position as Major or Captaln in one of the
three volunteer regiments, supplementing this by a further letter
stating my quelifications, indarséments, etce dated lMay 23rd. To this
the Secy. of War answered by personal letter that the application would

receive attention as soon as the appointment of officers was taken up.

The law required certaln rules to be established by the Secye of War,
but before they were established a large number of appointments were
made, and since their establishment several have been made without i
examination, etc. lost of the officers have been selected by the ﬁf |
military boerds established to examine candidates} although everyone ‘éq
e .
passed by the boards has not received a cammission.-) The Pirst Regimantg
is complete. Gene Alger wrote me this a few days ago, stating also X
i b e
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Gane O« Oa H. 2.

that the First Regiment covered the States of New York, New Jersey, etc.
A printed circular sent me from the Adjte Gen. stated that the Second
Regiment, U. S. Volunteers Engineers would be formed in the West, and
the Third Regiment in the South, Gene Corbin told Hone Re Wayne Parker,
the Representative from my district, that he did not see his way clear
to withhold appointments from the Sﬁuth;r I notice, however, that
several engineers have been appointed in the Second and Third Regiments
who are not from the districts where they are formed, The law covering
these stated plainly that they were not subject to the Hull bill, to be
apportioned among the States, although the general rules promul gated
by the Secy. of War (prcbably in fact by Gens Corbin) arrange that these
regiments be formed, the First from the North, Second from the West, and
Third from the South, a rule which has not been adhere to, except in a
general way.

Mg_gﬁncluq}pn is that there is no opportunity for me to obtain

a commisgion in either of the three regiments. I therefore started my

friends working for me on another tack, 4

On June 30th I addressed an application to Gens Corbin, Adjte.

Gens, beginning in these words, "General:- I have the honor to request

an appointment as a Chief Engineer with the rank of Major, U. S<Volunteers,

to be assigned to duty with one of the army corps, either upon the staff

PRl B i B |

As several

of one of the corps commanders or with a division commander.

such'ﬁppointmznts have been made and I am informed there 1is need of a

few more engineering officers at several division headquarters, I feel

that my request will receive careful attention.” I referred to the

indorsements which I had received from Hobart, Sewall, Dodge and others.
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Gen; ﬂ! 'Di H"‘ E’*
I then wrote letters to important people and friends, asking

that they address letters of recommendation to the Adjt. Gen. requesting
that I be appointed a hief Engineer with the rank of Major, U. Se
Volunteers," to serve on the staff of some lMajor General. The result
is that strong letters have gone forward from many persons, including
Cole Griffin, the Major of Newark, Co0le Pope, Cs Cs Woolworth, Frank
Moss, ex-police commissioner in New Yorkj W. He Tolman, in charge of
United Charitles, New York; and others. Senator Sewall has just written
me acknowledging my letter of July lsty, in which I stated that the
matter could be cleared up and I receive an appointmsnt without inter-
fering with the volunteer regiments, by being made a "Chief Engineer

of lajor® to serve on staff duty. He adds these words: "I have been
very muich &iaappointed indeed by reason of you not getting an appoint-
ment, and have referred your letter to the Adjt. Gen."

With my education, experience in southern countries, knowledge
of languages, handling oflarge mmbers of men, familiarity with organiza
tion of large undertakings, knowledge of routine military drill, etc.,
couplsd with the fact that I have been recommended by a military board
for a commission, as stated to me in writing, and because I am indorsed

by Vice-Pres. Hobart, Senator Sewall of the Senate Military Committee,

Representative Parker, a military man, and Gerls. Dodge, Sickles, Stryker,
and possibly Iudington, also by Gove Voorhees, Genes Plume, Cols Pope,

Cole Ehlers, who used to be with you, now Secys of the Grand liasonic
Lodge of New York, and others, men m€ deserving consideration---with all
this there seems to be nothing more for me to do tut inform you that I

have done everything possible on the basis of merit and influence of men

who know me and have a right to speak and be heard. I have not yet
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Geny Os 01 He 4.

exhausted these chammels, but I do not desire to flood the Adjte. Genes
with quantities of letters. The score or more which have been sent

have rather represented quality from military, political, and civil 1life.
I have an extended personal acquaintance of more than 2000 people through-
out the U, S., and selected from them & few representative ones.

I shall cease having more letters sent to the War Depte

~ It would be an honor to myself and family and to you, if I
could serve as a Chief Engineer with the rank of Major, U. S. Volunteers,
on the staff of ongnéf tﬁé Ma jor Generals. I would prefer that,to
commanding in one of the regiments, and firmly believe that as soon as
appointed I could quickly find one of the Genarals:zguld gladly have me
with hime I would give a good account of myself to him and the Govt.

I have repeatedly asked you to refrain from working in my
behalf until I was satisfied that all other assistance would not fully
suffice, coupled with a desire to be admitted on merit. But I regret
to say that W two monthe effort on the part of myself and the
gentlemen above mentioned have failed, and I now ask that you take such

steps as you deem beat}to learn whether or not I will be commissioned

or definitely set asgides

You are at liberty to show this letter to whom you desire.

Affectionately Your Son,

/Mﬂ il g

PeSe——=1 attach a copy of my indorsement from Cole Eugene Griffin as a

sample of the maney letters which have gone forward. JeWeH,
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(COPY)

HEADQU ARTERS
FIRST REGIMENT UsS. VOLUNTEER ENGINEERS
Camp Townsend, Peeksklll, Ne Y.
June 29, 1898,
To the Adjutant General, Us S. A,
War Department,
Washington, De Cs

General:-

Major J« W. Howard, son of llajor General O« O¢ Howard, UsSeAes,
was examined by the Board consisting of Gen., Gillespie and myself, and
was recommended for a captainey in the Engineers.

The list of officers in the lst. Regiment 18 complete, so that
there is no room for him in this Regiment.

I would most earnestly recommend him to the attention of the
War Department for appointment as an Engiheer 0fficer wherever circum—
stances may permite Ilajor Howard has been in Cuba, is familiar with
the climate, topographical and social conditions of the island, and as
an Engineer Officer on the staff of a Corps or Division Commander, would,
I am satisfied, render very valusble services

I sincerely trust that you may find an opportunity to utilize
Mejor Howard in this way.

Very Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) EUGENE GRIFFIN,
Cole lste Regiment, Us Se Vole Engineerse
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Calbreath & Goucher

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.

Mffice over Miclinnoille Mational Bank
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W
Lieut. Harry R. Lee, 6th Inf'y, LN /

In Charge.

“Post ¢ E&Xchange

July 30, 1898.
Fort Thomas, Kentucky, 159

Mr. H. S. Howard, Secretary,
Burlington, Vt.
Sir:
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt this day of check
on Burlington Trust Company, for $55.40 - amount of collection of
certain Exchange checks from Detachment 6th Infantry, by 2d Lieut.

John Howard, 19th Infantry.

Respectfully,

1st Limm fantry,

Exchange Officer.
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