. As a mllitary man, with full Jnowledge of the usual practice of courtse

¢aso that have bhoan made publicly knovm.

i

‘court-partTnl hold at Paris on 0c. 10, 16
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Pocenrbor 18th, 1827.

3

Loar Sir:-

- +“he Worid, acting upon information recolived from its Tondom
corraspondent, is lsading a movemont %o re-open the ceelebrated case of
capialn Dreyfus, now a prisonar on Wevil's Island, to which he was doportod
somae tihrae yaars agd undor the sentonss of a French court-martiasl. It
believes that Justlce roquires that this nan should have the boneflt of a
new and fairer trial. ;

2

‘ Public opinion in Jurope is rapildly forming in support of this
mo=hearing of the case. Ametican oplnion is now influential in Furope

in. such mattors. There 1s, indesad, a world's public opinion in thase
days whieh hes great weight upon the public opinion of individual nations.

Qin

I|l|1||fli||+||||

The World secks your ald in support of this movement for justice.

wartinl, your opinion en the resularity and falrness of the trial of
Captain Ursyfus, would have welght in the publie mind,

Rnelosed you will find a bricf, covering all the facts in the

Vo are asking wany representative offlcors, who have served in
tho army or the navy of the United States, to read this brief, and send
to us, Tor publication; tholr answors, wiih reasons, %o the fellowing

~ quastion:

Vas Captaln breyfus falriy irded and justly convictod by the

Your early answer to this quastion, for publication sogsther
with those of other distinguished Amarilcan military and naval officors to
Whom we have sent & simllar requect, will ho esteomed as a groat favor.

Of courss we shall axpoct Lo pay Lliboral componsation for the

;rfaurrica we ask of vou.

b

:

Yours vaory truly,

uéafn (LS o) s ¢ MM

end
!
L

For the Sunday World.
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THE DREVFUS CASE.

The Dreyfus case 15 execlting all Europe. The bellaf
s gaining ground in Parls and elsewhere generally
that Capt. Dreyfus—charged with treason to France,
in whose army he was an officer, found gullty by a
court-martial three years ago, and deported by its
order to Devil's Islamd, where he 13 kept in solitary
confinement and closely guarded—Ils the vietlm of econ-
gpirmey. The court-martial was g secret tribunal. The
precise charge against Dreyfus has never been made
known. All that is known of the procecdings is what
has leaked out from behind the closed doors of the
court-martial. The following ls. therefore, the best
summary that ean be given of them.

L—=THE ACCUSATION.

Albery Driyfus was o captan attached o France's
Fourteenth Regiment of Artillery and was detailed
to duty at the Ministry of War in Parnls. The trial
was secret and the precise charge against him was not
allowed to leak out,

When the court-martial convened in Parls, Dec. 18,
184, cAdvocato Demange, pleading for Dreyfus in the
argument, over whether the trial should be public or
not, sald:

“The accusation s based on a single document.”

Immediately the Colonel presiding over the court in-
terrupied sternly with:

“Soldlers, clear the hall and place sentinels at the
door!"

‘Many guesses have been made as to the charges, but
nothing positive 8 known outside of the select few
concerned in the trial, and thelr mouths are sealed,

In a general way, however, It is known that Dreyfus
was charged with gelling to an agent. of Germany a
ceértinn document convey.ng information regarding the
French army.

IIL.—-THE EVIDENCE.

The “zingle document’ Advocate Demange réforred
to as being the basls of the accusation was a letter,
This letter, the prosecution alleged, was récoversd n
some way from the German agent to whom it had
been sold. and it was claimed that the letter was In
Dreyfus's handwriting,

M. Bernard Lazare, counsellor for 'the defense of
Dreyfus, has made public the followlng statement of
facts, and they have not been denied by the Govern-
ment. The unsigned letter sid to have been written
by Dreyfus read as follows:

“Without news, indicating that gow aeish to soe me, T aend gon
meanirkile, smonsienr, several fnterreting pieces of information,

1 A mote on the hpdranie brake of the 130, and the manner
i aehich it 18 weed,

2 A note on the covering treops (several modifcations will be
mdde by the new plan,)

A nete on e modifeations of the artilisry fermation,

. A mate relalive fo Madagaacar,

. The praiect af the firing manual of the feld artillery (14h
of Mareh, 1504, )

“Thea lnst dociwment ia extremely diffeult to proeure, and I can
only haee it at my disposal for a few days. The Minietry of War
has sent g Axed number to the corpe, and thess corps are respo-
#ible for them, rack oficer having onr must refurn @t after the
maneeueres. [, therefore, yon wiah to fake from o what jnferests
yore anl ksep it at my disposition afterward, I eill obtain i, n-
lese you wwish that T showld copy @ inextense and sead gou the
sy,

I am geing fo start for the sianoeurres,”

“How dld this document fall in the hands of the Gowv-
ernment ' continues M. Lazare, “Accordng to more
or less truthful storles It was found in the waste paper
basket of the German Embassy with other paper that
the servant was accustomed to sell to peddiers, who
wera no othar than agenta of the Information Bureau
of the Minister of War. This nole was written oa a
single sheet of a speclal fMligree paper, of which no
specimen was found .n the house of Capt, Dreyfus,
The paper was of a kind that is used for tracing, The
sheet was torn in four frregular pleces, which were
carcfuily pasted together by means of bands place!
bahind,

"“That the value of thhs document méght be gerious,
It was neceasary,” says M. Lazare, “not only that the
experts should recognize that It was written by Drey-
fus, bu: also to show that he had in hand the docu-
ments enumeraled or that he possessed the necessary
knowledge to furnish a memorandum on each of them.
Now the Commissary of the Government, Commandant
Brisget, has adodtted that in the course of the trial
ne proofs cold ba furpished on this point.”

It is admitted that, on this note alone, bearing no
rigrature, and which the majority of the experts in
bandwritimg (ineluding the eminent expert,  David N,
Carvathe, of New York) pronounced to be an Imita-
ton only of Dreyfus's writing, Dreyfus wounld not
probably have been convieted, but for the testimony
of Gen. Mercler.

Gen. Mercler commumicated to the Judges a docu-

ment which, according to hém, established the gully of
Capt. Dreyfus, The existence of this docuoment, un-
known to the accussd, unknown to hls counsel, Gen.
Mercier himself has revealed to everybody, He did
this In the newspapor the Eclalr on Sept. 15, 158, Ac-
cording 1o the Eclalr, it was a letter In cipher written
by a German military attache In Paria to an Italian
milktary attache and conta‘ning this phrase: “Doecided-
1y thiz animal Dreyfus is becoming too exacting.”
These detalls are, saye M. Lazare, Inaccurate. Gen.
Mercler communicated to the newspaper information
that was partly false. The letter submitied to the
Council of War was noét in cipher; it was wrltten In
French and contained not the name Dreyfos, but the
Initial I,

“Tg it Hkely.'” asks M. Lazare, “that this German
military’ attache, having sucoeeded In winning from
his Government s captain of the general staff, &
precioua agent, whom he would safeguard, would
hasten to speak of him in a letter when he would nat-
urally fear to make the slightest allusion to such an
assistant?" i
IL.—THE DEFENSE.

Capt. Dreyvfus not only denied that he wrote the
letter, but he ma.ntzined that he did not even under-
siand what it referred to.

The letter was submitted to five experts In chirog-
raphy. Two pronounced 1t Dreyfus’s handwriting,
while three testified that it was only an imitatlon of
nis writing, glving as their reasons for arriving at this
conclosion that certain words—the word “‘artillery™
was one—wers written in an ldentical way, whereas,
the experts sald, nobedy ever writes anything without
| making slight changes ‘n forming letters,

Bul Dreyfus was condemned, nevertheless. The pre-

ponderancse of expert testimony was in his favor, but

| he wascon vieted and prompily sentenced to be de-
| ported and to be confined in o prison for lfe.
IV.—THE ATTRIBUTED MOTIVE,

Cupidity was the motive, it was presumed. Yot
Drevius’'s wife had a fortune 1n her own right and
Dreyfus himself was in easy clrcumsiances aside from
h.s salary, ,

Some of hiF proseculors, or persecuiors perhaps,
tried to make It appear that under professed loyalty
to France lurked a real devotion to Germany. They
polnted to s name and to the fact that he was born
in Alsace, i

It Iz trae that he is a native of Alsace, but when
that territory was wrested from France by Geérmany
Iia love of France prompted him to leave his child-
i hood's home forever and take up his resldence among
tha French,

V.—HUMILIATION.

Dreyfus was dragged uwpon the Champs de Mars
Jan, 5 1585, By order of Gen. Saussier, miiltary Gov-
ernor of Pars, no forelgn correspondent was per-
!_mlm:d to witness the final scene before banlshment
for hife

Troops were drawn up in a hollow square, and the
condemmed captain was husatled into thelr midat.. He
was In uniform, and woreé all the inglgnia of his rank.

An adjutant—an officer inferior in rank—stepped up -
to him, snatoched his cap off and tore from It the
marks of rank.

“Vive la Franee!" shouted Dreyviuss.

His sword was jerked from him and broken,

“Vive la France!" cried Dreyfus.

Hiz patriotic conduct under the most rylng of all
circomstances to a man of senzitive honor aroused
profound emotion even among those who were degrad-
Ing him.

Then Dreyfus, bareheaded and cheering for Franoe,
hia uniform in tattera and stripped of ts gold lace and
butions, wng led handeuffed along the front of the
troops and, amld thelr execration, was drummed out
of the army,

A month later Dreyfus was transporied to Devil's
fzland, off French Guiana, y

REQOPENING THE CASE,

The case has been recently reopensd. by the an-
nouncement (made throogh The World's London cor-
respondemt). that an officer of the German general
sinff, whose knowledge of the secret service In France
was Intimate, had declared that no swch information
a3 Dreyfus was convicted of selling to the German
Fovernment, ever reached it.

M. Behewerer-Kestner., Vice-President of the French
Benate and a man of the highst probity, has publcly
declarad that he has absolute proofs of the Innocence
of Dreyfus, and iz ready to produce them at the
proper timae,

M. Zola, the celebrated auwthor, has also publcly
proclalmed his belief thag Dreyfus has been unjustly
condemnied,
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