LINCOLN MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY, /7*
CUMBERLAND GAP, TENNESSEE.

CYRUS KEHR,

G " Lakeside, T1llinois, Sept.15, 1897,

My Dear General:

[ thank yon very mmch for your letter of the 13th. inst. and the
suggestions which you make. Tf Mr, Myers understood what T have gone
through during the last vaar,he e would realize in part why T have not

o
L

accomplished more. When T visited Cumberland Gap a Year agno last July,

and found Mr. Myers an old man and Mrs., Myers an Envalid, the work at
the same time growing, and the opvortnnity L#ﬁeﬂnrp such an exception-
ally fine property for a twentieth of its cost, T regarded it as an
emaergenny anﬁrhﬁﬂeﬁ 0o devrote myself to it as speedily as possible, Tn
doing so, T risked all T have for myself and family, Only recently. I
reached safe footing thrgMgh the aid of a friend who knows me well and
who wishes me to succeed. Tn a few weeks he will visit Cumberland Gap
to look over everything we have thh*ﬂ view to glving us aid.

Now T have closed my office and am free to give the work all of my
tame. .Heretofore T have given it only enongh time to cripple my practie
and jeopardize my proverty,

As youn know, the geographical location, the property which we have

bought.,, and all other conditions make for us a rare cportunity teo do a |
good work. The vital point is to seecure the propert¥ beyond auestion. ,
¥hen this is,done, the work of organization will be comparatively easy.

Ve shall then have ﬁ#ﬁﬂnﬁﬂbiﬂn for endowment, I have several times pPe-

ceived intimations to the effect that sufficient paid-np property to

ENnsure permanency must precede gifts for endowment., Furthermore, the

work of securing eouipment. and organization is almost entirely depend-

ent. "oon this paid-up proverty basis. Vhen T can say that the preperty
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is secure, it will be comvaratively easy to secure donations of books.
funds
Apparatus, and small for special purposes. The codperation ofseveral
valnable men also depends vvon this.
Mr. B. B. Herbert, who orgsni-ed the National Fditorial Associa-
tion and now vublishes the National Printer-Journalist, a copy of which
I recently sent to you, will join us in organizing the Franklin College
ot PFrinting and Journalism, 2s soon as the Four Seasons land is beyond
guestion ours. This he proposes to do in connection with the National
Fditorial Association so0 as to virtwally ovut the University under the
patronage aof that assoriation.

An excellett man is hesitating in the same way about. joining us to
open an Agrieunltural Sehpol: another abovnt taking charge of aﬁrave1ing
library syst.em for the mountains.

Mr. Oldroyd, of Vashington, who has the largest collection of Lin-
coln relies. books, and vapers in the United States, can be induced to
donate his entire coglection to the University and work for wus during
the rest of his life,if we get far enovgh along to ensure permanent
care for the valmable collection which is the result of many years
labor.

Uther valuable men will become trustees when we can show promise
of permanency. Mr. Edmonds, of Baltimore, a man of %ary@ inflvence in
the Sonth, is one of these.

Dr. Pearsons makes a point of having 1us “show that we ecan do some-
thing'. He has a strong preference for giving for endowment, and we can
count -on his aidy Tothink,  when we:-are ‘on-a safe ng+1p&_ Lately he weear

promised to wisit Cumbharland Gap next Marech to look over the field.

Farthermore, some English 1and owners at Cumberland Gao are ﬂispoed@

Lo assist us, but hint a doubt regarding our ability to make a start.
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It is the old story of flocking to the standard of the winner. Ve shall
Wwin as soon as we convinece veople that we are going to win,

[ have spoken of this matter at some length, in order to show you
tht T realize the importance of raising a few thonsand dellars soon,
ARG T think von will now mnnderstand why I have not already raised this
Bency, particularly when I add that it 1s necessary for me to form an
gEanaintance with people who can give me such introduyctions as will giwE.-
me hearings TiLhPﬁOU]E of means. Of ecourse I have a considerahle gen-
feral acqguvaintance, but I know only a few people who can give such intro-
ductions as will command confidence., If I can once make A beginning in
this regard, I think I can make progress.

I An indeed wantto rerceive the Master's power, and want mich of

my
1. T ask Ffor 1t every day and T shall ﬂﬁ%qHHHLOT to intercede for me,
and T ask that you will keep me in mind,in your petitions. Ask that I
may have the vower, theg fullness of the spirit. and the wisdom to do
this work effectively, for God’s glory and not for mine. T feel that I

have been providenti=zlly r~1led to this work, and 1 feel ronscious of a

considerable reserve power, but T need to have the way ouvened to hring
it into artion. Seven ye-rs 2go, my mind wss first turned to Cumberland

Gap, and step by step the pW:ﬁfnr this work grew until I outlined it to {
you 7 year ago last March: and all this before T viseted Cumberlsand i
Gaq?cr knew of Mr. Myvers® plans. Then, wheniyon visited Cumberlsand Gap, i
you found the situsation »11 in harmony with what T hafi planned and foufid
that. Mr. Myers had vlanned similsarly and was looking for assistance,

And yon afterward told me that yov regarded the place and time as a ragg-
opportunity to do a great and useful work., Others who have wisited the

1

place have told me the same. All this seems to be providential, and i
1t 15 , God will surely dpen the way for success. 1 ask only for the
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privelege of giving all DfﬁthF remainder of my 1life te this service, It

At
may he that the delry withﬁyp have met 15 a part of the plan, T be-

lieve it is, and T think I see how T ecan turn it to advanthge when we
get money to make another land payment. [t is probzble thst we oan
mrk? it a means of getting A donatidn of another 500 acres of land ad-
Joining the Four Seasons tract.

[ enclose a list of our Directors as you reguest. l'e have a charte/fs-
from the State of Tennessee, This makes vrovision for 33 Airectors, if
that many are desired, and it is onur intention to add good men from
time to time, and vartienlarly to give those who aid us an npportuniny??j

-

take or name reoresentation on the hoard. For example, if the prospect-
ive arrangement, is msde with the news-paper men, we shall ask them to -a—
name several of their ahlest members to become trustees, and if some
manigives ns. a constfenable amonnt of meney, wesshall give him the ocpoOviie
tnnity to name one or more tLrustees,

Perhaps the letter which you wrote to Mr. Vatterson| will refresh
your reccollection regarding some of the features of our work. T am
confident that Mr, Melville E. Stone will give us his influence, if he
becomes convinced of the merit &f our cause. He can probably give me an
introdunction to Mr.Field and also supplement. what ¥ol gave me t& Mrs.
McCormick., When T last saw Mr. COyrus MeCormick, he told me that he
wished to hecome convinced that we have suech an organization as will
make ns worthy eflgid. [ shall be wery glad to have a general letter
whick T can mse with other papers, »nd ﬂ]?ttpr to Mr. Stone and others.
Do yon think youn might aid in reaching Andrew Carnegie® Hﬁﬁs a Scohbch-

man and many of the mountaineers are of Scotch descent,

Very sincerely yonnr
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EXECUTIVE MANSION,
WASHINGTON.

September 15, 1897,

My dear Sir:

Replying to your letter of recent date the
President wishes me to say that he will be wvery
glad to see you here should you at eny time have

occasion to visit Washington.

t’-; s

— 7

Executive Clerk to the Prasident.

General 0. 0. Howard,
Burlington, Vermcnt.
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THE INTERNATIONAL PAPER
OF THE YOUNG MEN'S
M CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS
OF NORTH AMERICA
FRANK W, OBER, Editor FLEMING H. REVELL CO., Publishers
705 Association Building 63 Washington Street

Chicago, Ill. gent, 16, 1897
Gen. 5. 2, Howard,
Burliington, Vi.

My Naar Gen'l Noward,
I 4o not know as vou have read MPON with sny degree

of interest, 'mt we are just at the beginning of a new voluwm, and it
wonld he a heln it have some mr.dﬂ of econgratulation, if yvar ean do 1t
in eonscience and heart at this time, If vou can see that the paper has
any right to live ard a nlaee to work in, I am=sure a word would he
greatly avpreciated., A word of eriticism or smggestion will be as

heart ily welcome,

Sineerely vy :







. s. sLake. DLAKE, JOHNSON & WILSON, R. M. JOHNSON.

..... SUCCESSORS TO....- M E WILSON

BLAKE & JOHNSON,
Attorneys-at-Law. //’//3"2/

LAW OFFICES
(L]

Rooms 1, 3, 3, 4, 5, and 6. Rialto Block.

Notary Pablic in Office.

VE.
Reference by Permission: '
5t. Joseph Valiey Bank, Elkhart National Bank, |
Indiana Natlonal Bank, First National Bank.
ELKHART, INDIANA, ; T 1807,
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Bristol, Vermont, Sept. 17,1887,

4 4 3 - &
L

I have received your lstter in answe

o oy

inguiry. In° reply I am obliged to: say,much to' my regret, that we wild

not be able to make our arrangements: to' have you speak at our C.E.Convention

S Dl
Faoas., But

at Bridport next wesk. fle are too' poor in' this: world!

o

perhaps: the time wild: come when we can hear you.
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