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e SAN FRANCISCO, FEB. 23, 1895,

Gen, 0.

-y
L]

Howard,

Can you give Tuesday evening to congregational club? Answer here,

F. H. Foster, -President.
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Fort D.A.Russell, Wyoming,
February 235th, 1895,
General 0.0.Howard,
263 Yamhill Street,

Portland, Oregon,
Tiear Generszl;

Your letter of February 8th is just recelved and
would have been answered sooner had it not been unavoldably
detained at Fort McKinney which was discontinued on November 7th,
last. I am, of course, under great and friendly obligations to
you for having recommended me for brevet rank in our Army.

In answer to your letter as to the detalls of my work at the
\ % 9

"battle of Camas Meadows", I.beg to recall the fact, that when yom
found General Gibbon in danger(ﬁf being annihilatgaﬁat Big Hole,
¥ou dispatched orders to Colonel Miller, then at Steavensvillie, to

r%m_'f' 'hr.kﬂ-"f'#
send -+ with one hundred picked men &t once to the front, which
was for the purpose of relieuing'hts"[“nibban\é }-distressing

et

situstion. At that time ¥xeuw-had with you, the Cavalry only.

Tt Y

That-4- hastened in the execution ofﬂ;hat we then supposed was a\\

| A
e

perilous underteking, cannot be gainsaid, for you complimented me
in orders for the merch. This was the cause for my being with
you at Camas instead of being back with the Infantry and Artillery
battalion. My two companies were camped on the night and day 1in

gquestion nearest the Corinne Stete road, just under a little hill

of lave rock with the Meadow Creek in front of my camp, the







Montana Cavalry directly in front of me on the other side of line
and creek,

The night Joseph raided our lines I was Field Officer of the
Day, and I told you that I thought the videttes were too far apart
and too distant from our lines, I 2lsc told you that, in case
of & night attack may fire would be materially interfered with if
the Mantane Ceavelry were not moved to our side of the Creek. You
recall the fact that that side of the Creek was densely lined with
& thick growth of willows, not over sixty feet from my line of
tents. You declined to make any changes, and reassured me that
our scouts reported Joseph's band as having broken up, &nd ssid I
would soon march to Corinne, homeward, So that night, for the
first time in weeks, I slept without my shoes on. On being
aroused at early dawn by Indians firing into our Camp, I &t once
proceeded, hatless, shoeless, and without & weapon, to the
Companies, (Humphrey's and mine) and celmed their excitement, made
them fall in, and at once put Humphrey's Company into position to
the left of us, and in the direction of the enemy were then firing
from, which was from the willows on the other side of the Creek,
where Joseph had his men in personal command, and ready to cross
had he not met an unexpected resistance from the fbre of Humphrey'
Company, which I had placed and ordered to open fire in reply to
that of Joseph's men. At the time I placed Humphrey's Company, I
ordered Lieutenant Earneést of my own, to take my Company into the

lava rocks, bulid shelter pits, hold the Company as reserve and







< lx,
await my further orders, After having placed my command satis-
factorily, I went to the tent-fly under which three of us had
slept, and found my field glasses and mounted the highest point 1in
camp, sScoured the country, &and located the herd that was rapidly
being driven away towards Joseph's stronghold,. 1 at once sent
Lieutenant Earnest to repcrt these facts to you, he having returned;
I went to where I had placed Humphrey's Company, sStill shoeless,
hatless and unarmed, I felt then, and I feel now, that my
personal conduct with those two companies saved the Cavalry camp
from being completely overrun by Joseph and his men. With the
exception of Norwood's Company of the 24 Cavalry, you know better
than I how mich could be expected of the others, You know that
Joseph said after his surrender, that the Infantry that morning was
2 surprise to him, and if it head not been for the Infantry, he
would have captured the Cemp, for he did not fear the Cavalry.

Taking these facts into consideration, I feel justified, and
I hope you do, in awarding me some praise for my work that morning.

Later on you found the lst Cavalry driven back, leaving
Norwood's trépp unable to advance or retire, whereupon you ordered
me to take my Company and the Battery, form line and proceed to
reinforce and relieve Norwood's Troop, which in due time we did
without the help of the lst Cavalry. The conclusions to be
drawn, Genersal, &s to whether I deserve anjthing for my conduct

that morning rests with you. When I enjoy the comforts of Army

life and the happiness of home, I thenk God the Indian who drove &







24

mule over me and fired at me in his precipitous flight to get out
of the Camp and did not kill or maim me, I feel perhaps thsat
Providence has rewarded me to my full measure, but if you think I
deserve any esarthly blessing, I shall be pleased to acdept it at
your hands.

If you or any of your firm sre at liberty to be consulted,
and glve advice regarding rezl estate in Seattle and Tocoma, I
would like to know it, for Mrs.Wells and myself have some lots in
both places.

The heading of your letter does not indicate your business,
and for this reason ask you the question.

Mrs.Wells joins me in kind remembrance to Mrs.Howard and
yourself, in fact, 211 the family.

I am,
Very respectfully,

¥Your obedient servant,

M/ﬁfm

captads 4th Infantry.

.;%}1£4}€A<\;)%1,€7rrh- fﬁﬁ%fﬁﬂKhh






THE ROOKERY,—ROOM 630,
CHICAGO.

4
CYRUS KEHR, LYCEUM ENTERTAINMENTS. 3 ?
CHICAGO, — Febmary 25, 18954

Maj or=Gmneral Ov O. Howard,
: 263 Yamhill Ste,
f’c-rt,land, Oregone
Dear S:ir;- :

‘ I have made an engagement with the f’rasa Club of Chieago
for April 2'?, Grant,'s birt.hday. The address is t.o ba ginn at the
Atﬂltorimn and to form a pert of the ceremonies commemorating
Grant's carocers Your address is to be one hour lorgs The
PI‘EBldEITt; of the Glub sugeats that :.ou take your lecture on Grant
at Glnt.tanm@. and md ify to suit the oceas 1011, 1emrixg out, w]:at
m;-,r ba only of a st.atist.ieal nature and axpam':,,{gn the pm:mns

‘ qﬂaau é{f
aunsist.ing..m% of pat.rint.ic sentimnt. /

The Prasa Gluh is strﬂng and has the facllitlas for mk—
ing this ammmant a nice SUCCESS The;r,r will use all tha
Chiecago papers and other mams of ad-.rart.ising and eowrt. on gebting

(2 /ﬂ’f
a very larga audiences /-w 3 94{‘[’:]115 engagement, beu&uﬁa it
will help us for the work of m}:t. years I have talked to vnm-
brnt.her abm:t :it and he t.hinks it will be a desirable anggem&nt.

Ymrs trulv,
4l o R : o

]
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ARMY BUILDING.
MEW YORK .

28 WHITEHALL.

February 25th, 1885.
Mz jor-Ceneral QliverOtis Howarad,
United States Army,
Portland, Oregon.
My deer General:

For the pleasant way, “With long
“sand kindly remembrances, rvou nreﬂgntua
me the “Isabellz of Castile,” under date
of November 8th, 94, at Bovernor’s Isl-
and, I now formally and sincerely thank
you.

I read the book with incereasing
interest, and once begln I did not wish
to lay it down tntil finished. The
resolute character and great deeds of
the illustrious anﬂnl sh Queen are very
vividly portrayed, end the Volume will
be a classice.

| suggest to you es & Subject,for
whiech vour pen is peculiarly fitted,
the Life of the Ts]j :f Orleans. To my
thinking, the simple and devout charaecter
of Jeannette d’ Are joined to her bril-
liant thovgh brief carcer in arms is
the most remsrkable and wonderful cf1{}3
=




any person of modern times. dJoan -of
Arec was the truest heroine whom the
world has ever produced.

Humanity does not ressonably or
gatisfactorily sccount for t
hievements. 1[I verily
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