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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST,
GOVERNOR'S ISLAND, NEW YORK.
February 29th, 1892,

P4

Dear General --

Saturady I deposited a check from Mr. Vanderbilt for
one hundred dollars, check enclosed in Mr, Colcord's letter, |
I obtained from Henderson Bro., their bill for transpertation
from Rome, Italy, amounting to $293.40, and paid it by check
against your account at the U. S. lational Bank, and also paid
from your account there, your quartermaster's bill for the
month of Februery, amouniing to twenty odd dol.l‘am;.
al Pwe letiers from Burope have been forwarded to you, amd
other personal leviers needing immediate atteniion have been
answered.

The Asst. Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Crounse, with
the Colleector of the port, Captain Shepard, Chief of the Rev-
enue Marine, and the Surveyor of the port, had two meetings
at the Custom House last weelk, with General Ruggles and Col,
Barr. After having thoroughly discussed the matter, the fight
seemed to lay between all the pariies above mentioned on &Fg
side, and the Commissioner of Immigration, Mr. Weber, on b he
other. The Colleetor of the port is very anxious to rid the
barge office and slip entirely of any oecupancy by the immi-
gration bureau. The barge office itself he wants to &lore ami
sell seized articles in, and the side:of the slip where the
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;%?ﬁy bridge now is, he desires to again obtain for the use of
the revenue cutters, The Surveyor showed that the State and
City of New York gromted this landing to the general govern—
ment for the uses of the Treasury Department and privileges of
landing for the War and Navy Departments. The Governor's Is-
land boat had used this slip a long number of years previous
to this grant, but had no expressly granted legal right there.
The Collector used as an argumant that under the conditions of
the grant the property might revert to the State amd City if
it was continued to be used for the purposes other than those
for which it was accepted by the United States. This argument
was used entirely against its present use by the Immigrotion
Bureau, General Ruggles and Colomel Barr eonvinced all these
customs officers that a&ffz'ghﬁ was their fight and that unit-
ed influenee siould be exerted to oust the Immigration Buredi,
and that this being accomplished, all would return to the en-
Joyment of the rights exercised before the Immigraiion Com-
missioners took possession of the barge office. This means
that the twenty=-five thousand dollar ferry slip builfl there
recently largely for the convenience of the local appointee
For the remowal of baggage( Barmey Riglin ) wmust be pulled
up and taken away entirely. General Ruggles and Colonel Barr
are thoroughly convinced that this is the only course to ob-
tain for us our old lawding., These two bureaux of the Treas—

ury Department may be sincere in their fight against each



e v




* T 3.
g fgya,--, but personally I camunot help but have a few doubts, I
§f111 believe that although we may be successjful by this prés—
}ent_plan, 8till our chances were betiter to fight it out aga-
j_lns# the Tolleetor, and then let them settle their owm dﬁj??rh
.SHGBS'-
. The "New York Gazette"™ has takem uponm itself to boois
Seerctary Tracy as a Presidenti@il candldcte, and writes a
letter to you for your endorsement of him, sayimg that your
silence will be taken to mean “opposition to him." The letier
is in the form of a circular, general is charaeter, and I pre-
sume hasg been sent to a large number of prominent men., I
will send ¢hem such an answer as will nolt compromise your
Judgment in any way.
Mre. John 8, Sewall wriltes to you asking you Lo serve as
one of the trustees of Bowdoin College. I enclose his letter
unanswered.

Everybody is very well.

g N

Alde-de-Camp.

General 0. 0. Howard,
Us Se Army,
San Antonio, Texas.

(2 Enclosures.)
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