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Ma jor-General O.Howard,U.S.A.,
| Governor's Island, Washington, D.Cs
-
J My dear General:--
I have learned that Judge Harlan cannot be
ready with his paper for the Legion Meeting October lst. I trust,

therefore, it will be convenient anml agreaahh for you to ran.d. at

I that time your paper on General Thuma:. Please let me knulr.

& Yours very~truly,

i R
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Hart.ford, Comn.,Sept. 5th, 1890.

Major General 0. 0. Howard; U. S. Army,
Governor's Island, New York Harbor.
Sir.
Referring to the andorsements of yourself and staff of ficers,
upon the inquiry in regard to the disposal of the remains of
General N. H. Davis,in June last,I have the honor to enclose a copy

of my endorsement, in reply thereto,addressed to the Adjutant General

dJune 30th,which I send by permission of the Secretarv of War, dated
Augst Bth, copy also enclosed.

I do this because I feel impelled to advise you of the mis-
apprehension which caused you to make a serious and unf ounded
charge against me,and which has caused injurious and unjust reflec-
tion upon my honor,

I address you in person becanse this does mot pertgin to the
Military Division;and,I should have done so earlier,had I known
that you had not been advised by the War Department,, and had I not
been absent from home since the receipt,here,of the letter from the
Adjutant General of August 8th.

I am,Very Respectfully,

Your Obedient Servamt :
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(Copy)

with

: War Department,
7801-4-G-0-1890

Adjutant General's Office,
Washington, Aupust 6th, 1890.
Major Edwin D. Judd,
8. -8B A.,Rétirad.
Hartford, ronn.
Sir;- In reply to vour letter of the 28th ult imo, in which, refer-

ring {0 endorsements on your letter to General Baird in relation

vo the death of Ganeral Davis,you request to be informed whether
' or not,a copy of the 12th endorsement,written by vou in reply,
| dated June 30th,last,was sent to Ceneral HowardI have the honor to
inform you that the Secretary of War has no objection to your fur-
nishing General Howard with a copvy of the endorsement of June 30th
referred to.
Very respectfwnlly,
(Signed) Sam. Breck.
Asst. Adjutant General.
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Copy. [

12th Endorsement.
Hartford, Conn.,June 30th,1880.
Respectfully returned to the Adjutant General,l.S.Army.
The charges which Colonel Tompkins and ((eneral Howard
make against me are unfounded,and they have committed the
same offence which thevy unjustly charpe 10 me,viz.of making a

statement of which thev could have had no knowl edge , becan se

it is not true. (tleneral Howard charges me with giving
publicity to mv letter to General Baird,bvy publishing it "to
the world," "in the Army and Navy Journal . * That, letter was
strictly a private one,written for advice and counsel,as any
one may see by perusing it, I did nott give the levter or
contents,to0 anvone whatsoever,and no one,except mvself , had

| anv knowledge that it had been writtén,unt il it was received

| by General Baird,who did not himself pu blish it. It somehow

reached the Army and lavy Journal of fice,after its delivery
in Washingt.on,without my advice,consent OT knowledge. How
then could General Howard state in an official eommmication,

which has passed through the highest offices in the War

Department,that I had published the letter? The truth of
the matter could easily have been ascertained before making
the statement. Furthermore,] am charped bv Col.Tompkins
with having made statements and criticisms "on a matter of
*which he (I) ecan know nothing,inasmich as he was not present

"at, the death,and could not possibly be able to state anvthing

"eorrectly regarding which he writes."
Inasmich & there has been no question raised about the

cirecumstances of the death,or the oecnrrences at that time,
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and as it is not absolutelv necessary to be a witness of the
death,in order to get a f11 knowledpe of events subsequeht
thereto,from wliable persons,which I did,it is not seen what
force or application the ahove remark can have,in this,or any
case,unless one is a strict believer in agnosticism.

I conversed with officers and the nephews of General Davis,

ana received letnters on the svhie

]

t, besides facts were stated
in the daily papers confiming my informmation. I simply

stated the facts of the transfer of the hodv to Vew York, and
its f inal shipment to Mass.wit hout anv militarvy honors.
Col.Tompkins has not denied one single statement of the
oceurrences - he gives his reasons for them onlv - except
that the vndertaker was not an obscure one. There may be
honest differences of opinion about that. My remarks
applied more particularly to the surroundings of that local -
ity and the rovte thersto. I did not, mean any reflection
upon the undertaker himself, I visited the place,and al-
though the bodvy was not embalmed until the day after death,
when so ordered hv the nephews,it appeared perfectly natural.
What else could the nephews do tut express a wish to take
vhe bodv home,after seeing the notice in the morning papers
of its transfer to that place in Righth Avemue.

I had been informed btv a Medical Officer that manv bodies
had been prepared and preserved in the Mortuarvy Room on
Governor's Tsland,and I believe that (eneral Hancock's

remains were treated by an undertaker on the TIsland,without

conveyving them to a shop in lew York.







I am perfectly willing to admit that General Navis re-

ceived all proper care and kind attention diring his sudden
$llness;that has not been questioned, The fact stated in my
letter was,that,no militarv honors were accorded to him

after death,sich as I have witnessed at military Posts,in
pursuance of Repulations,even when the hodies were in course

+

transmission t0 distant points for hurial.

iy

0
I regret, the publication of the letter, becanse of the

1

ill feeling it has cansed,snd I d not wish to injure anvone.

1
o

[ wrote the letter for advice,in regard to future cases,crit-
icising this one,as other officers had done;snd,as I have
been wrongfully charged with its pnblication in the Journal,
I respect.fully submit that it devolves upon those who :"ﬂde
the charge,tvo make the "amend" which feneral Schofield
suggest,s in his Endorsement,to me,which was hased upon a

misstatement of facts.

I respectfully request that this denial be submitted to the

Honorable Secretarv of War,the Ceneral-in-Chief,and all other
officers, through whom these papers have passed,or to whom
submitted, w0 my great injurv and the aspersion of my honor;
and that it be attached to,and accompanv the foregoing
original endorsements,in whatever disposition or use is made
of trem.

(signed) R.D.Judd,

Major,ll.S. Army, Retired.
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OFFice oF U. S. SUPERINTENDENT OF IMMIGRATION,
BARGE OFFICE.

JNo, B. WEBER, SurenmteroenT.
Jas. R. O'BEIRNE, Asst. Suptmnrenoent
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SUPERINTEXDENT OF IMMIGRATION,

NEW YORK
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Mo. of Enclosures
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