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Tue Union Leacue Crus.

New York, March 8, 1890
Dear Sir:

In order that all the members of The Union League Club may be advised in regard to the sug-
gested leasing of the Vanderbilt house, No. 453 Fifth Avenue, adjoining the Club, it has been deemed
advisable to make the following statement :

In the first place the idea of enlarging the Club House.is no new scheme. It has been talked of for
years, but always with the idea of purchasing one or more stables adjoining on 39th Street. The recent
sale of the first stable now renders any enlargement in that direction impossible. For several months past
efforts have been made to secure from Mr., Vanderbilt a refusal of his house, but it was not until the day
before the last regular meeting of the Club that this refusal was obtained, when it was offered to the Club
for eight years at $10,000 per annum. The reasons for advising this lease are as follows :

The present Club House is constructed with the idea that bed rooms are to be a permanent feature
of the Club and in the event of their utter abandonment they would be of little use for other purposes ex-
cept at considerable expease for alteration. At the same time their limited number makes them a constant
source of discussion, as there are always more applicants than can be accommodated. The Vanderbilt
house has four bed rooms on each of the second and third stories, and six on the fourth. A conservative
estimate of the income from these rooms is §16.00 per day for the second story, $12.00 for the third story,
and $6.00 for the fourth story ; the latter being entirely reserved for transient rooms.

This would give an income of at least $12,000 per annum, $2,000 more than sufficient to pay the
rent of the building and leaving the first loor and basement for the use of the Club.

It is proposed to use a portion of the first floor for a café and the rest for any other purpose that
might appear advisable to the members of the Club.

The connections between the two houses would be so made as not to injure or deface the present
building. The expense for service would not be increased as the waiters would simply be brought down
from upstairs when required.

It appeared to those who investigated the subject that the leasing of this house would harmonize
the views of the various coteries in the Club. The suggestion of using the Club theatre for other purposes
would no longer be thought of. Members desiring rooms transiently would be able to get them, and the
comfort of those who would use the restaurant more frequently in the evening would be increased,
and all at little or no additional cost to the Club.

The object of making a lease for eight years would be that the expense of connecting the two
buildings, estimated at $8,000, would be spread over a long enough period to make it amount to only
#1000 per year, and the lease would expire at the time when the lease of the land upon which the Club
House stands will be renewed.

Very Respectfully Yours,

M. W. COOPER,
Chairman Execulfve Committee,
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¥OUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, F. A. TYLER, President.
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THE Younc MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION WILLIAM PATTERSON,
OF THE CITY OF ALBANY, President,
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