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Angust 1, 1889,

Observations in Alaska.

widely know to the hardware trade, to
whose recent trip to Alaska we brigy al-
Iuded last week, we have been favored
with the following observations coneern-
ing this comparatively new section'of our
country. They will doubtless be read
with special interest :

Strange sensation that of sailing up
through the waters of British Columbis

for three days in search of a portion of the |

United States, This iz done, however,
before reaching Alaska.
glice of territory is then found, in ares
something like one-fifth of the restjof our
entire country. .

The purchase of Alaska from the
Russian Government seemed almost a
joke at the time it

was referred to as ' buyinga re-
frigerator for the United States."” Pub-
lic sentiment has now greatly changhd and
the purchase at even more than the original
£7.000,000 paid would be quickly ratified.
1t iz not strictly necessary to pass through
British Columbia in getting 10 Alaska,
for a vesgel can go outside of Vancguver's
Igland and along up the Pacific 1’.‘(:“4
There is, however, an inland passage for
nearly the entire distance from PugetSound
up to Sitka, and this is followed by steam
viessels, Regular steamers  rans from
Tacoma, Wash, Ter,, to Bitka twice cach

month, carrying freight for the few

Wis
and

VW LB
¢n route, and also for the fish cagueries
and mining camps along the way. [These
stenmers make the round trip in about 20
days and tourists have plenty of timeé to
aghore and see all that is of interest d
ing the time occupied in the exchange
freight.

The voyage has a peculiar fascigatic
a5 the steamer makes its way througl
succeszion of bays, straits or narrows, [r
10 to 20 miles back from the Pacific Cou
The trip is made on tide-water, but fr
either side of the boat can constantly
geen thickly-woonded mountains stan
at the water's edge, and most of the 1
the high snow-covered peaks of the ipter
are visible.

The climate on the coast of Alasks so f
up as Sitka is surprisingly mild, inflienc:
as it is by the warm currents of the Pacit
getting across from Japan. A few mil
back from the coast the climate is ve
rigorous, Wet weather iz almost consta

. 3
along the coast, The warm windg fr
the ocean here come in contact with
cold monntain peaks and the moigtur:
precipitated in form of rain.

In the mountains back from the c
immensc glaciers are found and a few
be seen from the deck of the stea
These glaciers appear like great fro:
lakes or rivers between mountains— mou
ains of ice in themselves—erumbling «
at the seaward end, but renewing their b
continually up in the higher altitudes.

But a very large |
| Vietoria’s domain the sun never sels, so
| now on the United Statesit never sels, for
| before it |1i.:-:|.|:-5u.-r1!:i at Attu it is rr:up.rwur.

|
consummnated,

THE IRON AGE.

front of the Muir Glacier the steamer ljes | BOW the Thetis
; . - for part of . The face of [to Puge S
In conversation with Charles L. Mead, | this glacier is 400 feet high above the|to Behri

|gurface of the sea and 1} miles wide,

at anchor for part of a day.

A
ghort distance back from the sea the width
i gaid to be 18 miles. The face presents a
gsurface of clear blue ice, and at intervals
icebergs break off with a report like ar-
tillery. The entire glacier has a constant
movement toward the sea, butdoo slow 10|
be noticed by visitors, or to be measured
except by scientific experts.
The extreme island of Alaska (Attu), in

| the neighborhood of Kamtschatka, now

owned by the United States, is severa] |
hundred miles further west of San Fran-
ciseo than {s the state of Maine east of
that city. It iz claimed that as on Queen

ing down in Maine. In the latitude of
Chileat the sun sets at 10 o'clock in the
evening at Lthis seagon of the yvear.

How unimportant are mere territorial
acquisitions will appear from a repor
made by a United States official only two
years ago concerning the state of educa-
tion in gome of these outlying islands :
“There are American citizens who have
never heard a prayer for the President of
the United States, or of the Fourth of
July, or of the capital of the pation:
I ght 10 pray for the Emperor of

lebrate his birthday and com-

i victories of anclent Greece,”

Iy these same citizens will

voting for Andrew Jackson for
President and continue to do so for a life-
time whenever ther learn that they belong
Lo the American Republic, i :

The native Alaskan, though spoken of |
a2 an Indian, is an entirely different type |
from our North American Indian. Witha|
Mongolian visage and with traits similar
to the Asiali beerver can easily
accept Lthe tl irst inh
of Alaska c:

Straits. TI
most part |

A bundant
to observe |
I'II||I|II__‘-'I'I|. 1T
The men ar

which gri

men mak

wd-work

Lo th
slghi,
here there i
nchor
v whi
1 shout
Are Of
ition
for the

and the 1
, together with pe
& thrown aron

1L W
standing. The ho

is now occupied for an
atives requi

rs and they were with

the old Russian ¢ 1
e present seat of 1
iment, a =mall

marines is stationed, and a man-of-war

iises from Sitka down
und and away northwestward
Bir 1 Point %:lej:-. ;
The landing of » steamer at Sitka is
a8 interesting a5 o icident in the
Voyage, The cre A 1its the ar-
rival of the Doat
elements : Th
whose Russin I i
the maripes : statl _'n'l] here,
and the few civi nd citizens whE:
DOW reside in Sitka from *' down below,
8% the Alaskans other por-
tiong of the Uni
The Greek
Russia, is still
conspicuous cl
rare pictures a1
Vigorons miss
maintained by
at Sitka, Jun:
How rupid
older sectinn
tracted 1o Al
ther develo]
mining. Ay
The fishric
Temunersiis
are made #s
and prospd
MANY poinis
has materi
is the Troad

srhools
ri found

wpulation from the
try will be at-
1 on the fur
fisheries and in
s unknown there.
important and
ine predictions
in Alaska,
ut
be only project which
the prominent one,
at Douglaz Isla
near Junen [e the largest
mine in t world, with 240 stamps,
crushing 0 f ore per day and with
An AT 1 xhaustitde supply of ore
in reserv peau is the principal com
mercial ¢it Alaska and is likely to re-
main so f its contiguity to mining op-
erations,| llere the steamers stop both
going up and coming down from Sitka,
. Travel in Alaska is almost wholly con-
fined to water-ways, A mountain road
four miles in !1,-r::f]!l, back to a mine near
Juneau, i8 gaid 10 be the longest road in
Alaska. At one poiot a trail has existed
for some time from the Chileat River
ver the divide to the head waters of the
ukon River. It lies through territory
by the Chileat Indiaps, said to
amiable than some of the other
They are, however, civilized to
ee that they claim a monopoly on
transportalion across this trail,
¥ freight on their backs for pros-
imd miners at the rate of per
ide. They are ready to fight in
f their vested rights
1 hag not even a territorinl govern-
t, but a Governor and other of-
e sentup under appoiptment from
ston, the form of government
at of a district. No elections are
d mo representation in Congress,
a delegate, iz yet given. No
w8 apply up here, and possession
said to be ten points.  Col, Lyman
pp, of Vermont, recently appointed
wr of Alaska, has just gone up to
il pssumed his official duties, -
roing Alaska, as a place of resi-
#t present, it is undisputed tra-
up there that a few years since an
ile was purchazed by & man from
1 and ghipped home. The day after
ival the mule deliberately walked
tide-water, put his nose under and
p the ghost. No papers were found
nerson accounting for the rash act,
supposed that the mule preferred
hw drowning rather than life in

ready

Mine,
s
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of the war, the reformers rested from their labors, or turned their attention to new nterprises of philanthro

phy. Slavery, as a recognized institution, has in civilized countries become i thing of the past,—a memory.

[ta evil trail is still visible, but it has ceased to be an engrossing topic in America. Nevertheless, slavery

still exists, and in Africa, the work of the slave-hunters is probably more systematic, more wide-spreads

and more destructive than ever before. The establishment of the Congo Free States in the valley of thal
ficent river which rivals the Mississippi in size and length—a r fith an estimated population of

51 000,000 souls,—not only calls attention to this ancient and still vigorous evil, but it aflords a central
]

for a really formidable movement against it.  Those who fail to realize the extent of the slave trade at the

present day, and its appalling cruelty and waste of life, will find an authoritative account of it, with statist-
ics, in an article in Scribner's Magazine for June, by Professor Henry Drumond, entitled ¢ Slavery in
Africa.” The graphic narrative, * The [[Eclur_x' of a Slave,” by H. H. Johnson, the young Afric
:'\i:'||!-1'l.'l. also throws a st rong light on this orave evil.

The merit of !.||||"I-.E:I'|L: the ('r.-r_-_-:-: Free States, on a basis of freedom to the natives, belones in '_'jl.'ill

if not wholly, to Leopold 11, g of Belgium, who for many vears suppl the more pressi
1l

e enterprise out of s own private purse. I'he original idea was th: anley, who found in

ipold for the first time, a ready listener, when he asked practical aid for the enterprise. Thel AN INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE
:onference of explorers and others first in Sept. 1876, and later, we believe in June, 1877, a

or convention was held in Brussels, at which were present MNac oal, Stanley, and other men

L 1 . : ' I T b = T A Tl » o ¥
familiar with Africa, and representatives from Germany, F ¢, England and Holland. Plans we: > ] -(i'll.-\ ] o J_ l\x\] ) ] 1y I J.\ 1\ I l\ I(—/A\
formed to establish scientific and hospitable stations at points in the Congo Valley, to furnish guides a

food to explorers, with maps of the neighborhood, and to note the flora and fauna, and make : - WHY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT SHOULD TAKE PART

ression of

; : ol
gradual and practical
of the enterprise. In the next three years 27 chiefs of the counti,
dly interest, and 36 stations were established in the Congo

_-!_l.:'.-. COVEeringe WonceEsTER. Mass.. .'|| |_'; 20, 1850,
At present there are 1g ** factories,” or as Americans would ¢
Lt Yeir .'I.. 3 J
10w Tou at the African coast near the mout ; ilear Ly .y . 1@ 1 tion tendi to ¢ rate
hil ] | Are vou in favor of the Government of the itedd States t some action tending to co-operat
S, H1Cles A % LAre I

i . Lt : - ot ou s P et iy | hi
tation, and i ul i 1 tl 1 i £ with the Powers of Europe in a concerted e t to suppress |t 1 Africa, carried on 1w the
tation, and ivory is carefull ked, and ir neral the : Y y resent, 1 i ; . 1 y " . =
5 ' . 3 i thas S i 5 - i amresentative MY ol
believed the exports hay | e a v 1 . 1 . : Arabs? Will vou write I ik to the Senators from you f the Representative from vour
ey Col 1 . ] ave reached | ralune I LN o el T SLImake . i - § A S,
el 1 - T . T | T - ? District in Congress, and urge ther ote |  measure that shall define the position
course, still dangerous to Europeans. e L LR ad dlong the Valle i sl ’ 3

| hi1 L ¥ the mer on this question? Will vou ask vour Lo Hi:--.'.lix about 1t on Sunday f n the
1E this may seem preg DS, iz believed that the necesss a i has already been cuaranteed. T 4 3 , ALt - 5 : ; e 1w
nt thn ! 1 preg 10 t welieved that t NeCe lre l|_ [ ouaranteae Wil won call B of e i e paper to this circular,
this morning, states that the Belgian Se ¢ h oted to sancti e credit asked by

! : 3 : . | : ask him t« e an editorial on the subject? fill you read Professor Henry Drumond's article on
rovernment for the Conga Railway y Tec e in 1884, at Berli i ; i I

g in Scribner's Magazine for June, and ask your friends to read it? Will you
Boundary lines we :

at a conterence in which 1 } Powers were represented by J o alCy ted delegates.
¥

ke 3i S : : i 4 : : ic meetings to sive expression to the humane and Christian sentiment of
fixed and the claims of Portugal,—which has alwas aAvore rade,—were defined and the . i

i ) : i : L e 4 o theme ¢
Bismark, apparently recognizing : ultin enterprise, desired as usual to fis

r in the agreement of the European powers for the recognition of the colony. iption of Africa and Africans,
All these facts give dienity to he ild to the European powers an. L s . .y -
O e bl s s B : rOpSar BB : GEORGE W. WILLIAMS.
the United States to unite in a conference t w held at I3 s at some future date which we believe i

not yvet fixed, to take practica ng to the al i of the sluve trade in Africa. Restricted ag the
market for slaves has become comparatively, it i ill very large. Slaves are used extensively in the
interior of Africa, in doing the work of beasts of 1 slave-hunters are Arabs, and slaves
sold throughout the Soudan and Upper [ i

i

are many pr al dhfheulties in the way ol
this oreat evil, vet they are perhaps less than those which have alrea surmounted
curtail it. Wherever Europeans penetrate, it 15 doomed. It is at les ] t ¢ of the United
States government to accept the invitation of King Leopold and send a delegate to this co Such
i recoznition of this philanthropic movement is demanded by humanity. © It is also a plain duty of inter-
nal courtesy.




themselves.

. THE AFRICAN SLLAVE TRADE.

IS PROPORTIONS AND EVILS STILL GIGANTIC. MEASURES AGAINST IT.

Ihe followin roarbicle and editorial ._-x_||;;

Tur UsiTep StaTteEs InviTED To A CONFERENCE.

Eveming GazirrTe, Worcestor, Mass.]

') THE EDITOR OF THE GAZETTE:

Sir,—It 15 t e hore at the 17 L I : 1 ¢ FO -
ir,—It is to be hoped that the United States will be represented in the International Conference

{ N T ap b . 4 9 1 - -, 1 -
soon to meet at Brossels, Belgium, at the call of that enlightened and humane ruler, Leopold I1.

Every well-informed student of the current history of the vorld knows that slavery does not only
exist in Africa to-day, but has rioted upon that Dark Continent for centuries. The most recent literature

pertaining to Af and the testimony of returned travellers and Christian missionaries establish the

. 1n: - . 3
yvalling N B S e e . "
appalling fact that the slave-trade is more systematically organized, holds wider sway, is more cruel, and

exerts a greater influence to-day than at other period of time. Formerly Africa—or a large portion

ot 1it—was the common hunting ground for wve traders from the great civilized and Christian states

of Western Europe and the Americas—North, South and Central America. The Afri an slave trade began

1 he r e F the Ta I 1 g T - - o ¥ A
in the latter part of the Tenth Century to Europe, and in the early part of the Sixteenth Century to

America. The subjoined Table gives the number of stolen Africans imported into North America from

SRS PR, TEA e ; i ; TSR : :
1500 to 1550 not including those landed in Brazil and Cuba and other slave-holding countries on this

continent :—

Per Annum,
500

5,000

155 o 1655 2
£, 000
100 to 16igo '
J 20,000
1hEn to 1700 =
15,000
1700 to 172 :
i ! E . : a - G0, 000
1750 to 1800 3
. " 3 L 80,000
1000 1o, 1550 : : : fig,000

¥, inerease for de CAe i
£ " . . 5 . e '1'?"?‘1'
F .

14037431

the total importati " African slaves in nerica for i
: to portation of African slaves into America for the period or 360 years was

L4037 2431, or ut 15,000,000 in round numbers,

.[.lll.'l"\-l.' -|:

Iportations represented about 134

to the coast and on the voyvage, a loss of about co per cent. Thus the

» : L8 Y es i oand tor every slave landed one was lost in the
work of procuring and bring

1 to this country during a period of three and one-half centuries plus one decade

slave trade from Af

handled =2 W o S e g i . e : y ]
Ly e l!u' 30,000,000 of unfortunate human beings! This is the measure of ow participation in the traffic
in African s k

Being can

biit of Eha sfor it ng. th acpas o e dba g o i : :
t of the eno nity of the crime of domestic slay ery here in America only the Divine

In 1807 England declared the slave-trade npiracy : i ; i
7 gland declared the slave-trade piracy: and in 1854 purchased and liberated her W est

Indian slaves. In 1863 America washed the foul

of slavery from her flag and map by the patriot

blood of her heroic troonps 1 37 Spain al i 5 X : ]
roic troops.  In 1887 Spain abolish wvery in Cuba; and in 1888 the last slave passed

i
from under the ce of BRrazili ) laere Io civili; i | i
the yoke of Brazilian bondage. No civilized government in the whole wide world maintains

or upholds human slas ery. Only Africa herself is the sole victim of t

: s ¢ heart disease,” this running
sore of corruption, embr

g every crime or hurt that can be inflicted upon humanity.

3 TR o e B i T i :
But what can be done to check and ultimately overthrow this gigantic evil? is eagerly asked. Th
\ o f 15 eag asked. e

navigation of the great

. ral water-ways, and the construction and operation of a system of railroads as
the common carriers of the traffic now borne upon the heads and backs of the African slaves, will aid
emancipation and destroy the slave-trade. The Arabs ma

this ancient crime that the Southern planters made for the retention of their “ peculiar institution.” They
1 i 5 [ . ney

¢ the same argpument for the continuance of

declare that if it be an evil it is a necessary one; that the African will not work without constraint: and

that in order to furnish the civilized world with needful raw materials in w ich Africa abounds, they must

enslave the African to perform this necessary service.  But the Arvab slave dealers of Africa have never shown

the least mercy to the long dark columns of slaves, over-loaded, thirsty, hungry, faint, and sick, tl stageer

ice the world has ever seen.  Cardinal Lavigerie

under the cruel lash and club of the worst form of a

can slaves as follows :(—

describes the cruelties inflicted upon the Afi

““The men who appear the strongest, and whose escape is to be feared, have their hands tied, and
sometimes their feet, in such fashion that walking becomes a torture to them ; and on their necks are placed

yokes which attach several of them together. They mareh all day; at night, n they stop to rest, a

15 all their food. MNext mor

¥

few handfuls of raw * sorgho " are distributed among the captives. Thi

t|w_1.' must start ags But after the first day or two fatigue, the sufierings and the privations have
:

=

first to t. Then, in order to strike terror

weakened a great many. The women and the aged

r, to economize

into this miserable mass of human bemngs, their conductors, armed with a wooden
powider, approach those who appear to be the most exhausted and deal them a terrible blow on the nape

fall to the ground in the convulsions of death. The terrified

of the neck. The victims utter a cry,
gth. Each

troop immediately resumes its march. Terror has imbued even the weakest with new st

time one breaks down, the same horrible scene is 1"-:_-.,;|:L-.!. At 1|:;_1i.|. On arriving at their haltin:

after the first days of such a life, a not less frightful scene awaits them. The traffickers in human flesh

have acquired by experience a knowledge of how much their victims can endure. A glance soon shows

bute, they

h they soon dist

m weariness ; then, to economize the scanty food wi
iil”a. when ”'ll-‘_‘-' are not SUSPEN :.:.'ll on the ::'-I'.Il'll._'-!!e'w of I;'.:' ik |;i|- 'i|;:_': trees, .;|'.||,i it i-\ \'i_-CH-I, (4 '_' em t
)bl

I r T e 10 ST ! I ;
by us from this hell and restored to liberty there are some who, lon

them who will sink fi

] beings and fell them with a

pass behind these w e blow. Their COTPSES remain where |,||I.'_'\\.
| #t

1
d to eat and sleep.  But what sleep! It may be easily imagined. Among the

their companions are

afterwards,

17 negroes snatch

Ll

v their dreams, the abominable and bloody

ke up every night shricking fearfully. They behold again,

timucs somebimes for months,

scenes which |1:L'_\ have witnessed., In this manner the wes

It '_;’ll:llll.'li by their cruel

when the carravan comes from a distance. The nur hes

£, their fi ce masters cut |.il.'l"'l down with their swi ani

:-I1'.]-:'I'i1'.:’_[, s0mMe :I:‘.q'l'l'.!l:-‘. to rebel or to esca

|l;.:'k'l." them H ! -‘i'IL'_\' ||.. :I|->1I;| Z| e road, attached to one another by ’_|||'E‘:' 'l.|||\_|'~. Thu ‘:'L'I-:"l.' EI | as |l:'|'|'| I|'L|]'.'
mm Equatorial Africa to
ain by the skeletons of the negroes with which it is strewed

[ hope we shall not hear the voice we used to hear in :

- :‘l'ﬂ.:!"'\- WHEere slaves ar

i
» sold, he

T

gaid that, if a traveller | way leading

could easily find it
i+ Tt 1s too bad ! but then we

can't do anything.” We can do a great deal. We can follow the example the Quakers set more than a

century ago.  They would not buy nor use rice, su other article they knew to he

the p
American colonies which passed the Non-Importation Act. We can refuse to send
Which to buy slaves and drug his hapless victims. We ¢
this dark subject which it is our duty to aid in set

represented in the approaching conferer

tion from the sublime : he

of slave labor. We can aw i:'I"-|.l:I'-
1 to the Arab with

God for 1

eht upom

n talk against it, and pray

It would be eminently proper that the United States, for so many years the receivers of stolen

Brussels, and take a promine

L |ZI."LI t

Africans, should be r
among the nations of the Old World in the suppression of the Afric

ve-trade. I have several defimite

States and the

jdeas as to the manner of abating this | itic evil, but the President of the Un
'Hi‘l;Tl'I!:T'. of State are the Il.}‘.'ll'.:u.'l' ]II"!':"H.II'.-\- ki -.',:_'III'.;_' the ."'.|:||_'I'i\'..'.'| |:--:Niii-..-|' '.:ill.:l this I,:l.\,:!.ll.".i\_' I||IL'--|EII:"I.

GEORGE W. WILLIAMS.

WorcesTER, July 27th, 1585¢.
J 7 )

An Editorial from the GaznTy

AFRICAN SLAVERY

The letter of Colonel George W. Williams, which is printed in another column, brings up a subject

. Worcester County was the

which ought to still command a deep interest in Central Massachusett

freedom were

carliest in identifying itself with the Anti-Slavery movement, and the earnest believers in

counted here in considerable numbers in the days when such independence was rebuked by sneers and

» formal abolition of slavery in the United States, secured bevond recall as a fruit

social ostracism. After

A
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Poman’'s Rational Thristian Temperance Union,
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Pres’r, Misa FramGEs E. WiLLARD, (v susi i Gooos, FomaTD seesgrasy. )
Cor, Seo'y, Mas. CaRoLIE B. BUELL.
Rec. Seo'v, Mas. Mamy A. WooosnioaE.
Ass't Rec. Seorv, Mas, L. M. N. Stevens,
TrEAS,, Miss Extece Puce.

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE.

¥ g ! Q
COvandton, Ak, L1

/

rAGF




i 2
Wella, )

e




	M91b23f054i001
	M91b23f054i002
	M91b23f054i003
	M91b23f054i004
	M91b23f054i007
	M91b23f054i008
	M91b23f054i009
	M91b23f054i010
	M91b23f054i011
	M91b23f054i012
	M91b23f054i013
	M91b23f054i014
	M91b23f054i015
	M91b23f054i016
	M91b23f054i017
	M91b23f054i018
	M91b23f054i019
	M91b23f054i020
	M91b23f054i021
	M91b23f054i022
	M91b23f054i023
	M91b23f054i024
	M91b23f054i025
	M91b23f054i026
	M91b23f054i027
	M91b23f054i028
	M91b23f054i029
	M91b23f054i030
	M91b23f054i031
	M91b23f054i032
	M91b23f054i033
	M91b23f054i034
	M91b23f054i035
	M91b23f054i036
	M91b23f054i037

