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Geny Os 0O« Howard:

Dear Sir:

We believe you to be a citizen whose love for
justice, for cleanness in political methods, for the Republic, is above
that of party. Hence we venture to ask permission to call your atten-
tion to a fresh and striking illustration of the degradation into
which the politics of this country has sunken.

It is now “between campaigns ”; a great effort should be made
by men who believe that the most important (and in the end most potent)

force is conscience, that moral blindness and deafness are not * good

politics ™ if we look forward far enough, and must prove destructive
to a government by the people--an earnest, great effort should be

made by such men to fix attention upon the increasing political cor-

ruption and dishonesty, that the public conscience may be aroused, and
politics be lifted to a higher plane. We dare not permit the proverb
to chrystallize further *that all is fair in politice.” This is a
proverb from the pit, and in the end surely means anarchy.

Would you permit us to ask you to consider in this connection
this thought: The time is rapidly approaching when America will have a
population of 100 millions of people. There will then be inevitably
an exceeding great diversity of interest--a diversity that must 1
increase with the population--so that the interests at stake in our

elections will be tremendous. Our only safety will lie in a willing-



L

T, ..t
o

ness to abide by the decisions of the ballot-box. But what, if

there be no confidence in the integrity of the ballot-box? ' A com-
bination of circumstances will be easily possible to bring on polit-
ical revolution and chaos. At the last election had 8,000 men who
voted for Hill and Harrison voted instead for Hill and Cleveland,

this State would have cast her electoral vote for Cleveland. In

that case the result would have depended on the close and disputed
election in West Virginia. We would have had 1876 over again, with
this difference--the Democratic party would have bebunin powes ‘at the
White House, The danger would have been exceedingly grave, and
immensely aggravated by the conviction that is spreading among all
our people that the politicians who are in control in both parties
are utterly dishonest--corrupt every way--in the management of aldany
tions. If this condition of things continue, it can be a questioﬁ
only of time when there will be the requisite combination of circum-
stances that will bring an appalling calamity.

The crime described in the accompanying copy of THE VOICE is
only an incident of the general political corruption; but it is an
incident that appeals to the public mind.

Would you, regardless of the political party to which you
belong or the party it may hurt, be willing to write us a sentence or
two in reference to this crime and the corruption it illustrates,
such as may make our politicians call a halt, by helping to awaken
the public conscience?

Yours respectfully,
I. K. FUNK, Editor of *“Voice.”
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Roward & Wilsan Pub. Co. B8 and 165 Washigaion Straet.
Gex, C, H. HOWARD, EmTog,
J1WL OWILS0O N, Busmess Masacue. -
i?gx_,{: ............... Jm_l&'ﬁ d@ 9
&) F
] i

Major General, 0, O, loward,

Goveranors Island, N, Y,
Dear Sir:-  Acknowledging receipt of yours of the 13tih, Will say
that tickets from Omaha to Chicago and return have been mailed to C.
0. Howard for self and wife, Will leave yourself and Gen, C, H. to
settle the matter between you as he may feel disposed,

Yours Very Truly,
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