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2236 Wabash Ave., Chieago, Il1s, Deec. I8th 1888,
Gen. 0. 0. Howard:
My decar Brpther in Christ,

Your kind letter of Oect. 26, was dnly received and highly ap=-
preciated. But you greatly overestimate shat 1 have done in trying
to follo~ the instruetions of Christ in gathering those For whom he
died into his feld, In all tﬁat I have done, however, T have en-
deavered to be a eo-worker with him and the Heoly Spirit, following j
his instruetions as I have understoeod them through his word, his
Spirit and his providence through all of which channels God has
ever cormmunicated to mankind his will coneerning them. It is true,
however, and a matter of mueh regret on my part, that 1 have not as
you said in your letter to me that Bro. Meody had done "Followed
the Lord wholly" as did Caleb and .Joshua, but it has been and still
is my desire to do so without reservation, and this feeling is in-
tensified as the years go by in which our work is to be done and in
vhich s0 little is being accomplished in saving those for whom he
died tou preparea way of salvation. I am not a pessimist hawever,
continually looking on the dark side of things, but when I face the
fact that more ehildren are berh eof ehurch members who are at least
nominal ehristians, then there persons gathered into the ehurches

. SN o |
|
on profession of faith in Christ as their savior, 1 am ashamed of ,p—maq

myself for not having done mere to recommend the religion of Ghrist

& ¥

Sir

. yversation not very long since, are stubbon things. We had been
speaking of the Fex who had been brought inte the churches on pro-
fession of Faith, and 1 eited a case in this eity one of the fore-

most Presbyterian Churches which received but one, and that a lit=-

e

tle girl, in four months % of a whole year. What a cormentary on
the progress of Christianity. Six hundred chureh members gather in-

to the fold of Christ one little lamb, a litile girl, and she very






2.
likely a ehild of Christian parents who had led her step by step to
the Savior, and 1 thought of her publie profession of her faith in
Christ as the blessoming of a rose after having passed through the
suceessive stages of root, branch, and bud, and 7 theught of the
infinitesimal share that each of these six hundred members would
have as co-workers of Christ in her conversion. And the other day
at the noon prayer-meeting in Farwell Hall as I listened to the
gospel singer Excell, saying in song "are you ready for the Judg=-
ment day?" 1 was thrilled with the thought that se many are not
ready, and that so little is being done to induee the unprepared to
secure the salvation of their souls before it shall be too late.
And as our faithful 'end fruitful Bro. B. ¥. Jacobs discoursed to
us on Sampson, the subject'of our lesson for last Sunday, I eould
but lament that there are so many grinding in the mill of the World
and even making sport fer the enemies of Christ as did Sampson, in-
stead of praying to God and then lifting to overthrow the temple of
Dagon, and there is no way seo effeetual as in lifting up Christ in
eur every day life and eonversation. It is said, you know, of the
early and I might add earnest christians that they"spoke often one
to another® and "behold how these bretherin love one another" and
"they took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus and lear-
ned of Him" and the Lord added to the ehurch daily such as should
be saved." Yes, learning of Him that is the seeret and sourece of
strength, perhaps I should not have said secret after so many have
learned that through Christ strengthening them they could do all
things, and 1 thought of this as I read what you said to me in your
recent letter about Bro. Meody and you knew it is what Christ prom=-
ised and it is our own fault if we do not realize in our own exper=
ience a fulfillment of the many precious premises given by our Sav-
ior and it is enly by abiding in Him that we rececive strength

ffrom Him.






Py

At prayer meeting not long sinee, Rev. Nr. 8. J. Me.Pherson
called on Rev. Mr. Patterson and myself to state the prounds of
hope of salvation. 1 was somewhat surprised that he assoeiated me
#itﬁ Rev. Patterson; but you know we are enjoined in the secriptures
to be ready at all times to give to any man that asks us a reason
for the hope that is within us. So I bepgan by saying that Christ
#as the foundation, corner and cap-stone of my hope, the conditians
of our acceptanee being complied with in order to make his atone-
ment available. But I am repeating what is te you an eold stery;
but one that never hbecomes stale. Tf there were more Nazarites and
fewer Delilahs and sueh as seak their society, there would be fewer
Humphrey Ward productions of bopgus christian characters like Robert
Elsmere who at best knows little or nothing ef the Christ-life in
the soul, and as a man thinketh in his heart so is he, and 1 agree
#1th you in regard to the transcendent value of the soul over the
body and I have used the same comparison that you did to me to il=-
lustrate its superior worth,®time to Eternity," but on refleection
I am inelined to reconsider that comparison, for the Bible clearly
taaches that our bodies are to follow our souls to Eternity in a
glorified state it is true, nevertheless, a body, as witness what
is said of Christ's return, and the reappearence of Moses and Elias
with Jesus on the mount of transfiguration. And Heavenly messeng-
ers have always eome to earth elothed with a body and our bodies
are ealled the temples of the Holy Ghost while here, and as T said
before, Christ's ministery to the body during his inearseration,
and his provision for its welfare after he should leave, proves his
estimate of and interest in it. And as T also said to you, what 1
believe to be true and in whieh T think you eoneur, that he reached
the soul through the body. And the great truth that Christ had

porer on earth to forgive sin was net only illustrated but demon~-
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strated in the healing of the man let down through the roof to
Jesus, of whom I also spoke in rny former letter I think, and know=
ing the effeet of Divine healing of the body in your own person I
speak with great assurance of its effect upon the seoul, and my ob-
servation has been that all without exception who T have had good
reason for believing had been healed in bedy through faith in Ged,
have been greatly quieckened in spirit. And in the light ef seript-
ure teaching on the subjeet, T cannot shut my eyes and close my
ears to the accumulating testimony from explaning ehristians that
God had heard and answered their prayers even for the healing of
the bedy. And pray tell me, if you ecan, why it should net be so? Or
why it should be thought ineredible. Js this age in whieh we live
an exception with God to all the preseding ones? And if God's prom-
ices recorded in the seriptures to answer the prayer of faith were
erased it would render the Bible to a meaningless book. In faect
it would be mext to taking Christ himself out of it and with him
gone what would be left. But I have gone step by step again in
this letter until I have traveled mueh further than I intended to
have done.

I would write Gracey il so mueh time had not elapsed since I
saw her that she will hardly remember me although, as I said in my
former letter, T remember her distinetly.

It would be superfluous fur me to say that it pave me great
pleasure to receive your letter, as it will to hear further from
you, as you may be inelined, as I hope by the Holy Spirit to de.
Hor human nature is so constituted that we may help each other in
the Divine life, by eounsél. encouragement and reproof if need be,
and T am ne exceptiuﬁ to that rule. And it requires moral courage
as well as the christian graees to stem the tide of evil influences
that surround us so thiekly. And God has ever employed human agen=-

cies to accomplish his purposes among men. He sent Moses to
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Pharioh to proecure the freedom of the children of Israel and to
¥arn him against rejecting the will of God. He sent Flizah to the
#idow for their mutual benefit. He sent Saul te Ananias for instr-
uetion as to what he should do. And my desire is to do the will of
God whatever it may be without reference to its results to myself.
And in view of God's peeunliar dealings with me, is it strange thaot
I should feel seolieitous to know and do his will. And it has net
seemed reasonable to me to suppose that Ged would listen to and
answer my prayers and noet others whe go to him in like manner for
both soul and body as I have done. And if so ourght it not teo be
realized to a mueh greater extent than it is in the experience of
those who pray or at least use the Form of prayer? And in view of
the faet that Ged has threugh the ages past answered others as he
has myself and left here and there a reeeord of it, as T believe for
the benefit and encouragement of others to seek Ged in prayer, and
no vhere in his word annuled or restrieted his promises to answer
prayers. Why is it that so few prayers are ansvered? This is one
of the "stubborn facta® of #hich_I have before spoken, and with
which the irreligious world are tantalizing more than ever those
Who pray. And Christ's signifiegnt query (shall T eall it) after
aving talked to his deseiples on this very subjeet of prayer and
had ecited the case of the widow before the unjust Judge, "Veverthe-
less when the Son of Man cometh shall he find faith on the Earth?®
I remember to have once asked Harry Moorhouse at Bro. Moody's

home, here in Chicapgo, what he understood Christ to mean by thisg?
He replied."That it was faith in his seecond coming." It no doubt
includes that and God help the man who does not believe in the see=-
ond coming eof Christ, in view of what he himself said abeut it T
¢an hardly see how a man can believe the seriptures or that Christ

-

was a Divine messenger sent from Ged, and questien his word. So T






e
think raith answered by the Savior had a broader meaning and as all
our hopes for beth soul and body hinge upon faith in Christ, does
1t not become us te give earnest heed to his instruections an the
subjeet. And if the "signs®" that were promised to¢ follow these who
should believe on him are laeking, does it not behove us to exam-
ine opurselves whether we be in the faith. But my thouphts have run

away wilh me again so T will stop short now.

Yours in Brotherly love. In the service and faith of Christ.

fq'ﬁ.d_} ?r F:. F 4 e 1 d.
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8. 8. McCLURE, L 4
ABLE ADDRESS,
TRIBUNE BUILDING, “AIDDECAMP, NEW YORK.” Dec, 18th, 1888,
NEW YORK, N. Y. :

Gen. 0. G, Howard,
Governor's Island, N, Y.
pear Sir:

I beg to send you herewith my announcement for
the eaming year,

I regret extremely that our previous corres-
pondence was without result, but nevertheless hope to enlist your
interest in my present plans, and possibly to inelude your neme in
my list of contributors for the coming year in the more. complete
programme which I shall issue in a month or two,

Very truly yours,

?@; : @ ﬁ /ia'g;{m,

N Y Mg~
§ e?
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CHICAGO: N2 100 WASHINGTOM STREET. MHEW YORK: N2 2 WHLLSTR?ﬁ United Bank Building.
O
Jie Mg
* .fmf%«.w/- Decs 18, 1888,

Gens 0. 0. Howard,

Governor's Island, W.Ye,
My dear sirie

I am glad to learn that you are in New York.
I an on here for 2 fev days from Chicago; expect to retum
on Wednesdays If I can possibly get the time, I shall give
myself the pleasure of ealling upon yous

:ﬁnmumx with you and vourg.
: Yours tvuly,

Dictated SeAdXe c// W@N

I.M.8805.
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