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Jamaica Plain,Mass., lMay 1388.
My dear Sir!-
In re-perusing your letter,which expressed so
munch sympathy with the spirit and appreciation of the character of
Sarah Winnemmcca,and the "terrible load she has had to 1ift" in the

prosecut ion of her purpose to demonstrate that the solution of the
Indian problem,is that Indians shall actwnally support themselves
with a minirmm of the conditions of the white man,and rmast lead in
the edncation of their own people,by teaching their children En-
glishe She is able to do this because she grew up speaking
both lanpgnages,and in affectionate intercourse with both races and
so become civilized herself. I am impelled to write you and
tell yon that § think vou ean do a great deal for her,if you will
listen to what i can tell yon of what she has actnally done.

What she has accomplished is only for the moment obscured by the
misfortunes af the last vear(since July 1887.)which have aroused
all the superstitions of her people for the nonce,who want to burn
down the school-house in which she has nursed her husband and two
of her schollars successively,who have all died of consumptione

She has saved the house by saying that it is mine,as I paid for
its building,but the parents will not let their children come to it
though as late as June 1337,they were urging her to take into her
boarding school 400 mores After her three years success of

course she is all but in perfect despair at their ingratitnde and
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Page 2.)

waakness; hut the case is not so bad as you depict it,for she be-
lieves this state of things is transient and she has actually 1ift-
ed the burden during all the three vears that she has kept the
S8chool with snch successful resnultses For she became while at the
Fast very much more qualified than she was when she left Vancouver
in the Spring of 1883,on her generous errand of getting Congress
to restore some of the land of their native Nevada -,to which the
Piutes welcomed the whites in 1843 withont price,for they held it
to be"God's landyas she phrased it,and larpge enongh for both peo-
ple's to live on it independantlye.

As yon know,she then left your service for which you were
paying her $50, a month,and at her om expense came tulRostun and
hired a hall and advertised tickets as she had done with such splen-
did sucecess in San FPraneisco in 1879,when she went there to expose
the conspiracy that superseded Same.Parish(the only good Apent of
seventeen that had ever gone out to the Péutes) by the miscreant
Rhinehart ,whose brutality npset the pgood work and school,that were
showing that there was no difficulty in solving the Indian problem
(at least among the Piutes) if there was good faith and Jjust ice in
the .Apent. Proof of which you can see in the 6th chapter of her
*Life among the Piutes®, But when she found that nobody here had
ever heard of the Piutes,or knew what the @Galifornians knew of

Thinehart ,and she saw at her lectures there were not enongh in the
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(Page 3.)
honse to pary for the room & advertiserent.

She annomneced with tears of disappointment that in future her
lectures shounld be free & at the corner of the street; for she felt
Gtod inspired her to come,and would sustain her by means of His peco-
ple somehow. This went to the hearts of most of her hearers &
they got for her Vestries of @hurches and the delipghted audiences
as is usnal at free lectures always proposed at the end,a contribu-
tion,which she told me never came to less than nine dollars or more
than thirty=-six,which abont paid for her lodging in an attic and
her meals at Restaurants. Put that first lecture,in which she told
of the Exile to Yakima and the action of the Agent.
Wilbur offended a Methodist lady,who endeavored afterwards to bribe
her never to mention Wilhur again;but Sarah told her that she had
nothing to tell but facts in order to rouse people to sign her pe-
tition to Congress,to restore the exiles to their relatives and
#ive back Malheur Reservations rhis lady who belonpged to the In-
dian Missionary Association of women who pledped all their funds
to Mrse.Quenton,sugiested to the Headquarters at Philadelphia that
as she had come with a letter from you,she was probably an emissary
of the War Department to pet the care of the Indians transferred
to the War Department,and so made her a suspect,and they jumped to
the coneclnsion that she had come for money,though she only asked

for signatnres to her petitions This alarm spreac to the people




v

s |




(Page 4.)
who every year collected thousands of dollars in Roston for Gen'l
Armstrong & BRishop Hare,so all of these turned a c¢old shoulder to
her and to this day it is a common idea of all the organized friends
of the Indians,that she came for moneye But from the time she
came in the Spring of '83 to the fall of 1884 she never asked for
nor received any money,and supported herself entirely by what she
fairly earned at her free lectures and by the book that she wrote
that surmer and which was published in October,by a half dozen
persons who had never before done anything for the Indians,but who
were quickened into hopeful work by her lectures,which uniformly
made fgiends of whoever heard theme

That Spring I moved into RBoston and had attended a meeting of
the Indian Sbeciety of Roston,at whiech I discovered that it was
working with well intentionecd zeal,but deplorable ignorance of the
exact needs of the Indians,with which I had become acquainted by a
lifetime of study of Indian Hi#targ;sﬂ that *H H's *Century of Dis=-
honor® told me nothing I did not know before, At this time Sarah
had given her first lectures & had quite anlenthusiastin following
and I wag told that an Indian woman speaking pgood English was going
to give a lecture exclusively to women in DNr.Cunllies's room oppo=
site 54 Bowdoin St. where I resided,and my sister and I went and
heard a most interesting discourse,in which she told how the Piute

parents educated the hearts of théir children to reverence for (Ood
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(Page 5.)
and kindness to each other,and ewpecially the customs by which they
kept pure the imapination of the boys & girls with respect to sex.
She did this in so delicate and refined a way that it gave her
the hearts of all the women present;and especially everybody who
knew anything of Froebel's KindErgart;n,founn that this home educa-
t 1on made every home a real kmndergarten,and verified Proebel's de-
claration that his method ras the God-inspired method of the primi-
tive man,which had been preserved through the ages by the Piutes.
After the lecture,the whole audience crowded around her to ecx-
press their delight ,and my sister & myself invited her to come &
spend the evening with us,which she was happy to do;and when she
came she told ns of her purposes,ﬁnd the affair of Yakima and the
first meeting of whites and Piutes in 1848,al]l of which may be
found in her book;and she told us she was trying to write a book
becanse the time of a lecture was too short for her to give an idea
of what she wanted to say,and she counld not have a course of lec-
tures as she did in San Prancisco in 1879,where people already knew
enough of the Piutes & their wrongs to atteﬁd with enthusiasm.

Her husband,Hophins,who was with her,then said that as she did
not know how to spell or punctuate,no printer could make anything
of her mannscript,which he wanted to copy off & put into pood En-
glish,but she qnarreled with him all the time,saying he altered the

meaning with his wordse We asked him to & get the manuscript &
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(Page 6.)

let her read what she had written to us,and he did so,and we prormpt-
ly concluded that she was right,and her owm wording was the best
possible,and my sister told her if she wounld come and read it tdpcr
every forenoon,she wonld copy it out for the printer. And
this: of conrse brought her to us every day and we got perfectly
acqnainted with all her views and the history of her life and grow-
th in the purpose of her pgrandfather to civilize her people, for
which she really pgot the best education by being brouvght vwp in such
int imate relations with his white friends,-speaking Spanish & En-
glish as well as Piute,and escaping the the routine education of
schools,and getting the superior education always obtained by trans.
lat ing one idiom into another,which teaches real thinking,by keep-
ing before the mind,things instead of mere wordse As I heard her
talk about the c¢ivilization in which she diseriminated what was of
worth and what was vicionus in comparison with Indian ideas of right
and wrong,I was myself very rmch instructed in first principles and
true methods,and saw that here was a grand opportunity for that mu-
tual understanding of the two races,which would resuly in a better
life than either the Indian or the so-called but rery rmch mis-
named Ghristian ecivilization. That was what she aimed at and
therefore wanted to show that the Indians were net any more savege
than the whites in their ideas and ways,only different. She seaw

and clearly expressed that it was the cormunal tenure of land by
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(Page 7a)
the tribe that was the root of Indian weakness,and that the indi-
vidual tenure of land by developing individnal responsibility and
gself respecting desire to support their own families and themsel-
ves was the one thing needful. Put in thus annihilating the po-
litieal independence of the tribe,she was very anxious to preserve
all the inherited social customes and ideas,which were the fountaln
of their virtues-as hushands and wives,parents & children,brothers
and sisterse All this would take care of itself if they were left
free like other Unites States citizens,to follow their hearts' in-
st inct s, You know how Rland of the Council Fire came to Boston
and engineered a persecvdion against her,and by means of articles
in the Councal Pire,repeated the lies of the Apgent ERhinehart con-
cerning which yon wrote to my sister Mrs.Mann,that you thought best
to let them die out of themselves,and said it "did no good to a
lady's reputation to have her character discussed in the newspaperg
1 investigated every story and evil sugpgestion,and traced every-
thing to him who seemed to have constituted himself attorney for
Fhinehart and Wilbur,with whom every evil surmise originated. He
nevar came ont openly or made anry definite charpe or attempted to
contradict what she alwars defined with names & dates and defied
contradict ione When he found she was writing and about to pub-
lish a hook,he went to the varions publishers,telling them that if

they pnblished it they would be prosecuted for libel by the per-
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{Eage 3
sons she mentioned,and as he said de Famed.

Liuekily he went te Lothrop and spoke of her as in all ways in-
famous in charactere But Mrelothrop kEnew her personally as she
had visited at his house familiarly with me,when she was staying
with me in Concord at my lodying hounse there while I was at the
Concord School;and so he told me,that the way for her to do was to
print the book"for the Author® herself paving for paper,press-work
and bhindinge He said she would not be liable to prosecution, and
this was the reason that half a dozen of the friends of her Cause
that she had made,advanced the money-, andgot 1000 copies stereo-
typed &ce On the sale of which(and a subsequnent 1000 copies)
she has lived;this income beinp all the money she has had teo spend.

In October 1883,she renewed her lectures and work to pet sig-
natures,and I went with her for abont six weeks to Providence,Hart-
ford,Pittsfield,New York City and up the Hﬁdﬁ“ﬂftﬂ Philadelphiae

In all of which places she had large audiences and got thousands
of sipnatnres, The ensuinpg Winter she passed in Ralti-
more,where she spoke by invitation sixty-six times,and made wvery
enthusiastic friends in all denominat ions;and one Presbyterian lady
of wealth and highest reputation pave her lessons every day in
reading and writing, All the help she.had were two letters
of introduction that I gave here. One to the Principal of the Wor-
I

mal School and one to the Principal of the Lombard Street Friends

Sc¢hool,in which I asked them to give her the freedom of their rooms

e e g
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for her to tell her story and errand. Her triumph and
success prew out of the elognence &c of her lectures. Meanwhile
her petitions were accepted and referred to the Cormittees of both
: to interviews

Houses of Tengress,and she was invitedhby the Chairmen of both,on
whom she made the most favorable impression,as I learned from kKem-
bers of Congress present, Put that Winter,the enemy who
‘had Malheur in possession,succeeded in petting Arthur to restore-
Malhenr to the Public Domain;on which Ceneral Pope(and Adjutant
Geﬁaral Kelton,who had heen ontthere for 20 year§F;ho knew and re-
spected the Pintes for their fadthfnl friendship to the whitag)
made a move to get the Reservation of Fort MeDermit given to the
Pintes in severalty,saying it was not necessary for Military de-
fense,and they conld have land cnough for grazing & farming,which
they conld do all the hetter without Apgents, inasmuch as Sarah and
Nat ches-she with her Fnpglish- conld mediate hetween them & the Gov-
ernment « The letter these pentlemen wrote to the War Office,they
sent a copy of to me for Sarah. Rut the settlers be-
came alarmed and wrote & remonstrance to the War Office,saying the
Northern hostile tribes wonld come dovn upon them,and this decided
the War 0Office to refnses PRut General Sheridan,who was in Washinge
ton,sent to Raltimore for Sarah to come & see hime She went ,and

he told her that Congress would answer her petition by giving the

lands in severalty of Pyramid Lake Reservation,Duck Valley &c,and
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if they would go npon these and commence their selfl supporting lifq
and sueceed in it semething more wonld be done for them. The
exiles to Yakima had retvwrned of themselves as far as Fort Harnery
jnst abont the time that she arrived in Raltimore;Apent Wilbur hav-
ing resipned his office and gone to live in Oreyon on the fortune
he had laid up during his 138 years of Apency,thus proving that she
was right when she aaid they would return,and he had said they wan-
ted to remaine.

This was a disappointment to Sarah,who had prown hopeful of get-
ting a home secured to all her people,where Sam.Parisﬁh plan conuld
be carried out,which was virtvally to divide the lands in severalty
and where the school which he & Mrs.Parish had made a success could
be renewed by herself,who now felﬂ she could keep it.

But she was glad to get even so much,and when the Senate pass-
ed their bill for this,July 6th,15334 and Commissioner Price wrote
to Mrs.Mann that Sarah shonld go out and settle dovmn among Leggin's
band,who were to have Pyramid Lake Reservation,for he was ready %o
co-operate with all her definite plans of educat ion. And a letter
came from Adjutant General Kelton to me the same day,telling her
that general Pope,seeing the BSenate Act and understanding that it
by impliecation abolished the Agency,had sent his soldiers te warn
it off with the white settlers,iee.,had ablowed to take up all tre

arable land,and they had gone off without resistance,and that she
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must come ripght eut and lead her people npon ite. This decided her
to go,thongh at the moment her "Heart was all torn to pieces",as
she phrased it,because her hushand(who was a native ef Virpginia you
know) ,had just got himself indicted by the Orand Jury of Maryland
for pgettingy money from four persons by pretending in each case that
she needed it,and had fled she knew not whither: It took almost
all the money she had earned by her 66 lectures to pay up this sto-
len money,which she immediately did,thouvgh nene of them thought of
requiring it of her,and she went out to Nevada at once and spent
all the rest in doing so,and upon her brother Matchesgwhom she met
on her way to Wadsworth,and who told her the reservat;un was full
of the enemy and the Agent wonld not let the people to whom the Sen-
ate had decreed its lands in severalty,come in-declaring he had no

orders to do s=o. mhe truth was,though General

Pope himself did not find it out till four menths after,that as

soon as his soldiers tnrned back towards Headqmarters,the Apent &
the settlers went back.

Matches & his band were going on their fall hunt for winter
stores,and a rascal who owed him,trumped np the accusation of a

debt as soon as he heard of Sarah's coming,believing that she might

have money,and threatened him with jail,and as there was ne eourt %
of justice for an Indian,the only thing Sarah could do for him was

te pay the debt,which left her hardly a penny when she arrived at f
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Wadsworthe Puring the last half year 18834,when she
was waiting in the forlorn hope that the House wunld;when it met in
December,complete the Acet of the Senate,she still lived on the sale
of her book; for I sent her $50,,that I had for what I sold,and she
had some copies with her,tliat she occasionally seld. And it was
net till the beginning of the next vear,when General Pope found out
hew he had been cheated,that he made some indignant movements,thinke
ing ta_help her,which caused the Apgent to write those letters char-
ging her with gambling with & maltreating a Bannock Indian,with
which he sent a respectably signed certificate declaring that the
Piutes needed no help,being well off,supporting themselves and not
willing to accept any aid from othersa These preposterons mis=
representations were flashed thruuﬁh the ecomntry by the Associated
Press,by some enemy in the Indian office,and succeeded in hindering
the House from action,which was their purposes As I was
in daily cermunicat ion with Sarah by letter I knew there was sore
itrick,and went to Washington jnst about the first of March and de-
manded to see the despatch,and I found the latter charping her with
gamhling &c,entirely non-cormittal;the Agent saying he heard the
story,and on investigation found it of no consequence,though he snup.
posed it might be true,and en looking at the sipgned gertificate,l
feund that by the omission ef the word "here”, it had been made by

all
whoever sent it to the Associated Press,to apply tu/{he Piutes that
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which was true only ef the 20 self-supporting Piute families of the
¢ity of Winnemucea-who shewed that if fairly treated,Piuntes desired
to support themselves without aill frem their white neighborsa

While in Washington,l received a letter from sarah,who had not
heard vet of these base attempts to haffle her purposes. This let.
ter told me that Ex Governor Leland Stanford,now Senator,and who
had always heen a friend of the Piutes had unexpectedly to them &
unsolicited by them,deeded to her brother Natches,160 acres of
land at Lovelocks,and as nothing but mere promises had come out of

her esunccessful work of the years 1883-4,which yon will observe had

been dona at her own expense entirely,she was now poing to califor-
nia to lecture & gain money for her family to go upon the 160 acres
and to but canvas for tents,agricultural tools and get money for
fencing, Yor the gift would be of no use®;but then she should go up-
Qﬁ it & take her brother's six children into a school,hoping to at-
tract other pPiunte children of the neipghborhoode Thﬁn there might
he begin an independent life of self support and self ecivilizatio
and she aonld start a sch@ul such as she had helped Mrs.Parish to 7
teach at Malheur in 1876=7¢ She did not ask for any help about
thise She vwanted to show that if the Indians threw them-
selves on their own inward energies they counld with the minimmm of
'Eonditinns for successful labor",come up from themselves,which Mr.

PDawes had well said was the only way to hecome effectnally civile
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-ized as she knew by her own experience,and thie she undertouvk to do
at least to the point to which she was herself civilizede This
brave & plucky letter was written however when she was very sick,
and with all her brother's siek Family in a miserable tepee at Win-
nemucca, for she had been sick ever since she arrived in Wadsworth
the previous Angust having canght a terrible cold by sleeping on
the ground in a cousin's tepee;which gave her a fit of the cramps,
in which she nearly died,and which was only relieved by a haemorr-
hage from her monthe And ever since,every few weeks she had had
this repeateds BRut I saw that if she conld make this new depart-
ure, independent of aid from the Goverhment,giving no pretext for
the Agent to intermeddle,she wonld have the requisite conditions
for what she wanted to demonstrate,and all her other friends apgrcd
with me;and as it happened by Divine Providence,which I believe is
always special as well,one of her friends had at the moment receiv-
ed a bheqnest of $1000.,which was wholly unexpected;we determined
to supply this "minimum of conditionsYe... Canvas for two tents,
a plough,wagon,harness and tools for apgriculture. And I wroté to
her that they wounld be done,& she rmust not attempt to lecture,the
results of which wonld be lonpg in ceoming,while no time was to be
lost;that I was the apent to disburse money for this,and she must
meet the things,for I should send them out from the Headquarters

of Indian Supplies at Baltimore ,where I should purchase them; and
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her other friends in Balt imore would send out boxes of provisions
to feed them,until they could get their food out of the groundes
Unrnrtunatelﬁ,délay in getting the things there(which also

proved unexpectedly expensive)prevented their planting wheat & bar-
ley in season,but they did get their tents up,and planted some ve-
getables,and she actually began her school out of doors,and in a
brush arbour,-and irmediately collected an enthusiastic little com-
pany, for herHome School in which she has surprised me by making it
a perfect Froehel Sechool,grounded on the heart education she de=
seribed inf[he "lecture exclusively to women?Y, followed by training
of the head and hand,® which in three vyears,withont a threat or
punishrment has actnally educated Assistants for hersglf,and sever-
al interpreters like herself in spirit and method,as well as indus=
trions workers in the agriceultural work and in the nice house-keep
ing in the School-house which we provided for her to go into in
January 188G

My Reports for 1886 and 1887(of which I sent you copies),give
satisfactory account of her schﬂa} as to its general character and
resnlt se It not only seeured the entire co-operation of the chil-
dren,and by making them fluent readers of books,gave them the means
of inssrueting themselves in future by reading;but it conciliated
the parents who were delighted to learn of their children(who arc

the most effective instructors of the elder generation),and pre-
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pared them to urge upon her 400 boarding schol}hrs in the Spring of
188?,when they had been frightened by the carrying off from Pyramid
Lake Reservation of more than a dozen children against the protestis
of their parents,to an industrial school in Colorado for two years.
All the money that has been put into her hands by friends dn-
ring the whole 5§ years I have been speaking of,has been sent her
hy me as late as 1336 & 1837,to0 pay board at one dollar a week for
each boarding schnafar. PDut we cannot get money enough to pay for
400 schollars,even if she could teach so many with the pupil assis-
tants she has already educateds. But we have done enough by help.
ing her thus far,to show that her own practical solution of the In-
dian prﬂhleﬁhas justified her plan;and has enabled her to show a
school whiech is not only a model for the Indian schools but for
White schools as well.

The painful circumstances of the last part of the year 1387,
which have suspended her school and ronsed the inherited supersti-
t ions of her weak & ipnorant(but I think not selfish) people,who
will not let their children go to the school=house,vwhere she has
nursed in snecession her husband and two of her best scho;iﬁrs,whc
have all died of consumption; and her forbidding them to burn it
down,as is their c¢nstom when anybodyr has died iﬁp house,-hecause
as she told them,the houﬁe?helunged to Misse.Peabody,who built it

for her to live in and keep the School", these circwmstances,l =say

-
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have produced the present interruption by reason of the malice of
enemies,who have falsely aceused her of appropriating to her own
personal use,the roney sent out for boarders,which was donated un-
asked,largely by leaders of the Christian Union,all over the V.S,
whose Editor endorsed her"New Departure" as her own soluntion of
t+he Indian problem. These donations have been so 1lib-
eral,that besides paring the board of the scholfars,they have en-
abled her to make her brotlier a partner of the Water Company,and
+hus seenred to him the irrigation necessary,so that as she said
*nothing is lacking to his conditions of independence in this
world except harresting machinery,to take the place of his hiring
the reaping done by hand,which having to be paid for by the day has
obliped him the two previcus years,to sell his c¢rop at half price
beforehand to the white-traders who were only too glad to take ad-
vantapge of his necessity. But instead of askin; us for money
Natches spent all the leisure moments he could cormand from his
agricecnltural work for the first seven months of 183%,in weaving by
his own Bingers owut of horse hairs a bridle which is a curiosity
of Indian genins and industry,and which he was advised to send to
the Mechanic's Pair in Roston to he solde This he did,and it
gained the silver medal and a diploma,and was so much admired that

the Committee offered it for dale,& I am plad to tell voun that yes-

terday it was honght ,and this entirely completes his conditions,&
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supersedes all necessity for more aid to him-private or publice
He is now independantly supporting himsell and family on his

own land,and affording a site for the School,as it has for the
last three years,and will again as soon as Sarah recovers her
health,and the present mnfortunate state of things is outgrowne

If I had the mondy I should send for her at once to come and
board with me for two months and be nursed and properly doctored &
comfortede And by the way dear Sir,dont yon think yon counld get
for the asking,a free pass for her from Loveloecks to Boston and

back again?

When I hepan this letter dear Sir,I had no idea of writing this
volume;bnt since I have done so,I will send it,for it is most de=-
sirable that the friends of Sarah and her Cause do not act blindly

and at cross purposes for want of exact mnderstanding, by reason

of which vast sums are wasted by the severzl orpranizations that

have been at work since 1879=failing to accomplish so much as has
been done by her,by us,with the least possible outlave For our
plan was not original,but supplementary to her own,which was to

show how with the very least assistance,an Indian conld get into

the conditions of self support,and the best kind of school pet a-

il

going. But T will bring my Jong varn to a close,with a thonsand
thanks to yon for yomr sympathy and desire to aid that whiech I be-

lieve God will hlesse

Elizabeth P.Peabod:e.
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