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Wirrram L. PUTNAM.
Attorer & Cruselor,
PoRTLAND MAINE.
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Bosrox, Mass., U. 5. A., February 18, 1887.

The American Peace Sociely, Organized A. D. 1828. T
TO THE PEACE SOCIETIES OF EUROFPE;

GREETING :

In pursuance of our duty, and moved by rumors and threats of war, which the almost daily
increase of national armaments originate and augment, we, in common with other peace-loving Americans,
venture to address you as in sympathy with us in endeavors to avert its impending calamities.

Recent history affords so many examples of successful international arbitration as to strengthen
our belief and hope that resort may be had to it, not only in present emergencies, but permanently, as an
inexpensive and bloodless method of settling national quarrels. This hope has impelled us to address
our own Government through a maltitude of petitions, each numeronsly signed, praying it to enter into
negotiations with other Governments in order to constitnie a permanent International Court of Arbitra-
tion; and, till that be secured, to put an Arbitration Clause in every treaty. The Congress of the
United States has thus far responded favorably.

Will you allow us to suggest and urge that each of your Societies memorialize your own Govern-
ments, and indeed all Governments under which Peace Socicties do not exist, to attempt arbitration if
negotiation fails to secure peace.

Every preparation for war on the part of any Government is seized upon by its neighbors as a
pretext to enormously increase their own armaments, and thus augment taxation and debt. This has
gone on till some nations are, even in peace, on the verge of bankruptey. The irksome idleness and
frightfal cost of vast armies; the increasing expense ineident to the introduction of the latest military
inventions ; the self-confidence born of such immense preparations, with the natural desire to employ them ;
all urge to war. If there be no suficient pretext, Governments are tempted to invent one.

Delays are dangerous. A single diplomatic misunderstanding or alleged insult; some inadver-
tence upon the frontier or the high seas which may be construed as dishonoring a flag, or outraging a
citizen, may precipitate a war, the limits, cost, suffering and wrongs of which the wisest cannot estimate.

It seems our duty as a Society organized for the promotion of I'eace, earnestly and at once
by every means in our power, to protest against the warlike attitude of Christendom, as a causeless and
unreasonable jeopardizing of the peace of the world, and with it all the highest and best interests of man-
kind. You will undoubtedly unite with vs and kindred Societies in this earnest protest, and also in
a persistent and perpetual effort to secure practical and governmental expression to that sentiment of
international concord, which exists in the hearts of the best subjects and citizens of all countries,

With High Respeet and Earnest Sympathy,

EDWARD 5. TOBEY, President.
Rowraxp B. Howarp, Secretary.
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Poung Men's Ehristinn Associntion,

232 SUTTER STREET.

Sax Francisco, CaL., Feb. 19, 1887

My DEAR SIR:

The pleasure of your company is most respectfully
solicited at our hall next Tuesday evening, February
z2nd, at 8 o’clock, at which time Mr. E. W. Watkins,
of New York, will deliver a special address to young
men on the following subject: “Some Reasons Why
Young Men Remain at the Bottom of the Commercial
Ladder.”

Unless we hear from you to the contrary we shall

certainly expect the pleasure of your company.

Very truly yours,

HENRY J. McCoOY,
Sremeral DesTotaIT.
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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION
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