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Major Gtansral 0. 0. Howard,

Omaha ,Nab.

My Daar Ganaral:

___, o

3

Mareh 22nd, /(-

Parmit ma %o congratuvlata you on your wall aarnad

promotion. T had bagun to fsar that politics wovld erowd you onte

May you livs long to anj)oy tha honor and incrasasad advantagas of

the highar rank}

With kindast ragards to yoursalfl and family,in which T am

Joinad by Mrs. Tornar,T am,

Yours Y:ry Sinecaraly,
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Rev. K. G. CLark, DD, —
Rev. E, K. Arpex, DD, =
Hev, Junsox Ssrrn, .1, - FOREICN MIBSIGHE,
—t A Rev. 8. J. Humpnrey, District Seeretary for Distriet
Trassurets i of the Interior States.

Laxapox 5 Wann, Esqg.,
No. 1 Somersel 3L,

Bostox, Mass, | G"?-"."r.,f,{"f’.- Marech ,ﬂj”‘-—f..# 1886

No. 151 Washington Street,

I call this a personal letter because I feel the need of your
personal counsel and help. The gituation, in brief, you will see by
running your eye over the last two or three pages of the enclosed leaf-
let. That takes into view the whole home field. Our distriect by it-
self makes a somewhat better showing. But for the last year or two the
contributions of our Churehes have begun to drop off, last year espeeci-
ally. Most of the States gained a little, but some drifted behind, so
that the net against us was nearly $5,000, and this year so far shows a
loss even upon that. It is true that the Woman's Board bravely came to
the rescue and held up the falling eolumn. But a Chureh cannot rest on
the faith of its women and be saved, any more than a man ean. The
CHURCH ia the organism by whiech the kingdom grows. The Lord Jesus
Christ esgtablished it and looks to it to fulfil the last great command.
We drift away from God's method, and so away from Hie blessing, if we
suffer to slip out of our hands--out of the hands of the Churech dis-
tinetly as such--the work which wasg nearest the heart of the Lord Jesus
on the Mount of Ascension.

Now, in this emergency, to whom can we look but to the pastors?
They are ‘‘the Stars 1ﬁ the right hand’’ of Christ--‘‘the Angels of the
Churches.’’ They must lead, teaech, exhort. And what is more vital to
the 1ife of a Church, the poorest even, than obedienece to the command
to give the gospel to a lost world, a ecommand in respect to which the
very soul of Christ is in travail till it be accomplished.

I trust that God is giving you ‘‘the joy of harvest.’’ In many
places the air is filled with the new song of converts. But next after
converting a man is the duty of setting him upon making the most of
himgelf for the kingdom of Christ. How can you better do this, my
brother, than by putting your people, young and old, under systematic
training, study, prayer, self-sacrifice, giving, for this work of the
Lord?

M



Now, will you not plesase help me to help you in this matter? I
have two or three things to offer: i‘u

1. 1 will send you as many of the inclosed leaflets as you will
see carefully digtributed. Commend them, if you can, and then put a
copy into every one of your families that will read it. If not conven-

e ient to send money for the cost or the postage, do not fail Lo send for

them anyway, I will fill your order by the return mai]l. B

2. Pleasé look at the inelosed colored slip and see if tﬁ%ﬁa_??
not something which you ean uge. 1 will take pleasure in fillinﬁiyn@r
order for anything in it on the terms named in each case. 2

N §
8 T have in mind to select three sets of bonks‘-miasionar$ :?
booka--to cost respectively, at the lowest price possible, iﬁ,ﬂﬂhg Qﬁ\

$10.00, $25.00. The $10.00 library will contain all in the 35,DQ§11£
brary, and more, and the $25.00 all in the $10.00, and more. What s

Iﬁ._r

you think of the plan? I shall probably operate it through the Cﬂ re

(\F‘Zﬁ'mg

gational Publisghing Society here. If you like it, please name th@ -
books whieh seesm to you most suitable for each of these sets. Th%-aﬁ—

3
vantage will  be in getting these books at a lower rate than at re%ail

i-:fj’ﬁ

What better thing is there than to put one of these . sets 1n}qhng;_Pas ~
tor's, Sunday Sehool, or Young People’s library?

4. I have seen lately in successful operation a YOUNG MEN’S MI&
SIONARY SOCIETY. It works admirably, and is developing the boys and
young men in many direections. I hope to send you a letter about it
a few weeks with additional suggestions. Please write me your thot
on this point.

5. One more questlnn: It has been suggested that it would t
well to put a FIELD SECRETARY into this Distriet to vieit the Churg
and make a specialty of colleecting funds. Please give me the benefil
of your judgment on this point.

And now is there any other way in which I can help you or you me®
It does not seem asg if we eould wait mueh longer for the fullness of
the blessing--a mighty outpouring of the Spirit which shall bring tLhe
Churehes, and us all, into the practical belief that the kingdom of Gaod
in its full power is at hand.

Ever cordially yours,

TP M wifleny
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