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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEXNT OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY ‘r
GRAXD ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, i
VANCOUVEER, Dee, 20th, 1584, |

CoMrADES oF THE GrAYD ARMY oF Wasmixerox Terrimory

The seazons for sowing and reaping have passed. Auntumn has
come and gone, and cold blasts from the North warn us that we are
in the midst of winter. In the times of plowing and planting, of
reaping and threshing, of gathering and garnering, there waas little
leisure to devote to the active work of the Grand Army. But
the season of leisure hag come.  May I not ask you to devote at least
a small portion of this leisure to duties connected with our noble or-
ganization? The objects and purposes of the Grand Army of the
Republic are so unselfish, so patriotic, so humane, that every good
citizen should desire to give it encouragement, and advance its pros-
perity. It is certain that no man who is entitled to become a mem-
ber of this organization should be outzide the pale of its henefits and
privileges. Membership in the Grand Army cannot be purchased
with gold nor secared by influence.  He only who bared his brow to
the storm of War in defense of an imperiled country can be enrolled
among our members. It would appear impozgible that any man en-
titled to such a distinction should not wish to avail himseli of it.
Not to do so would 2eem to be almost tantamonnt to forsw caring one's
birthright to an honorable and distingonished name. And vet there
are thousands of “‘old zoldiers’ who are mot members of the Grand
Army. Why? In most instances it is becanse their attention haz
not been divected to the subject; in other instances this neglect has
arisen from a misconception of the aims and purposes of the Order.
What are the aims and purposes of the Girand Army ?  Before stating
them let e dismiss with a single word the charge sometimes made
that our organization is a political one,  Nothing could be farther
from the truth. Unless patriotism and politics are synonymous terms,
and they certainly are not, the Grand Army of the Republic has no
earthly connection with politics. By a positive rale of the Order it




kY

“is forbidden to discuss political subjects in our gatherings, or to at-
tempt in any manner whatsoever to use the Order o accomplish po-
litical ends.  This is too well known to every member of the Grand
Army to require of me even this simple statement. Buot it is not
what we know, but what others think, that renders this statement
necessary. Comrades, take advantage of all proper oceasions to
make known to the world, and especially to old =oldiers who have
not yet joined us, that the Grand Army of the Republic is in no way
connected with partizsan polities, but is purely a benevolent and pat-
riotic organization. .

I come back to ask, what are the objects and aims of the Gr
Army? They are to foster and strengthen kind and fraternal feeli
between the men who foaght for the Union in the late civil war; to
perpetuate the names and history of comradez who have preeeded
ua to the grave ; to extend aid and comfort to comrades in distress:
to assist widows and orphans of deceased comrades; to freshen and
maintain troe allegianee to our conntry ; to discountenance anything
and everything that might tend to weaken loyalty to the government
amnd constitntion of the United States; and lastly, to give enconrage-
ment by speech to the spread of liberty, equal rights and justice
among all men.  These are the precepts of our Order—these are the
tenets of our profession as members of the Grand Army. Is there
any American who will take exception to them? These precepts
and tenets are all honorable, and find their source and power in our
common Christian faith, I ask comrades to give the widest publie-
ity to them. In this way many an old comrade not with us to-day
may be induced to join us, ;

But let us not forget that our whole duty is not performed when
we have brought a knowledge of our Order and its purposes to com-
rades who have not yet joined us. This is bot & small part of our
duty. We are to quicken and fortifv our ownTaith, and to strengthen
our own resolves, to be trae and faithinl to the objects and purposes
of the Grand Army. How shall we do this? 1 answer, by being
zealous in the performance of the charities enjoined by onr roles and
regulations ; by the interchange of courtesies and friendly visits De-
tween members of posts; by frequent social gatherings in our halls,
where there should be absolute equality between members; by ex-
change of rosters and orders with neighboring organizations; by the
most serupulons attention to eeremonies at the funerals of deceazed
comrades ; by observing in an impressive manner our Memorial Day ;
by any and all means indeed, through which private friendships ean
be created, strengthened and cemented, good neighborhood pro-
moted, and our loyal dead honored. T attach the greatest import-
ance to the proper obzervanece of Memorial Day. Speeches, songs,

.
processions, display of Aags, everything in short which ean touch
the feelings or impress the imagination should be resorted to on
these occasions.  Schools, eivie societies, and military organizations
should always be invited to participate. These are some of the
means to be taken to keep alive our own interest in the Grand Army
and make it felt and respected by the community in which we hap-
pen to reside,

It will be gratifying to yon to know that our own Department of
the Grand Army is in a flonrishing condition. Since the last En-
campment, April 16th, tén new Posts have been added to the roster,
and 312 new members have been added to our numbers. We have
now 21 Posts, and a membership of £15 nes. It is my earnest de-
gire that 30 Posts should be represented in our next Encampment,
and that at that date our rolls shonld contain at least 1,000 names.
This can be accomplished if each and every member of the organiza-
tion will give a little time to the duty of “‘recruiting.”  Let no old
soldier of our acquaintance or in our neighborhood be fgnorant of
our existence, purposes and aims.  In this way we shall bring many
under the sheltering care and protection of our Postz: and Iigml]_\;_
Comrades, let us by our converzation and conduct show the world
that we are united in peace by bonds of fraternal feeling as strong as
those that bound us together in time of war, and that we are as troe
and devoted now as then to the honor and integrity of our country,

I am, as ever, yours sincerely,
in Friendship, Charity and Loyvalty.
HEXRY A. MORROW,

Depariment Commander,

OFFICIAL :

THOZ. C. BELL,
Assigtant Adjutant General
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