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C"#é;’*’}:HJ o (ff (? ( /\T/ﬁ;ﬁ’ﬂ?{ Hype Park, Mass.,, April, 1882,

J

Having been commissioned by Congress to compile an account of the Battle

My Dear Sir:

of Gettysburg, descriptive of the positions of troops added by me to the official maps of
that battle, and also having been elected Superintendent of Tablets and Legends by the
Gettysburg Memorial Association, in justice to all parties, and for the truth of history, I
shall make a final effort to establish important historic “points” regarding the battle, before
submitting my account to the Secretary of War; and I am equally desirous that positions
on the field be fully determined before tablets are erected by the Memorial Association.

To that end (after consultation with many officers of distinction), I have decided to
call a series of reunions of “the boys in blue” and “the boys in grey " at Gettysburg; which
movement has received the approval of veterans of both armies. Herctofore, the gatherings
have been general in character. Each visitor naturally starts at once to his own position,—
all become scattered; and as I can go with but one party at a time, visitors frequently leave
for home without contributing the desired information.

The proposed reunions will be by localities; and when these have been examined, and
the facts established, a general review of the whole field will be made for the gratification
of visitors at each reunion.

The first meeting will be of veterans who fought at and near the “Peach Orchard,”
“ Wheatfield,” * Devil's Den” and “Round Top,” on July 2, 1863, who are invited to report
in person at the Eagle Hotel, Gettysburg, at 8 p.m, June 7th, for organization.

The second reunion will be of veterans engaged in the first day’s battle, who will meet

at the same place, at 8 p.m, June 14th. Two preliminary meetings were held recently at the

office of the Commissioner of Pensions, Washington, D. C. Several Congressmen, who had
served in the Army of the Potomac, or the Army of Northern Virginia, were present, and, with
others, made enthusiastic speeches; comparisons were drawn, much valuable information was
elicited, and it was voted unanimously to attend the reunions at Gettysburg, in June. Several

regimental organizations have already reported that they will go.




B contribute their knowledge of that event.

The third reunion will be of troops engaged on Culp's and East Cemetery Hills. Veterans

P of both armies are requested to report as above, at 8 p.m, October 18th. i
Reunions at other localities will be called as the history progresses, of which due notice '
S will be given.
I': Fully realizing the responsibility of compiling this work, which, whether accurate or
~.:.' otherwise, will, when printed, assume a semi-official character, I earnestly urge all who were
~'A,

present at the battle, who can find it convenient to do so, to meet me at Gettysburg, to

I also ask as a special favor that you notify others, and particularly that you secure the
assistance of the Press in your vicinity; and I shall esteem it a favor if you mail me a copy
of their paper noticing it, that I may know the extent of the notification; and also that, as

soon as may be, you inform me whether you intend to be present.

I have the honor to be, very truly yours,

P. 5.—1 leave this letter unsea'ed, hoping it may be opened and remailed should the party have moved away; or
if the address is not known, give it to some person intcrested in the subject.
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