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APPEAL IN BEHALF

—0OF THE—

Unien Lx- Prisoners of War,
_ Written By Geo. H. Lawrence. :
Headquarters:—New York State Association of Union Prisoners of War.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 32 SEVENTH AVENUE,
NEW York Ciry, Feb. 1st, 1882,

DEAR 8IR : -
I have the honor to forward for Your consideration the enclosed bill marked A, introduced in the House of
Representatives by the Hon. A. M. Bliss, in behalf of the Survivers of Southern Military Prisons,

In asking you to support this just measure, it is gratifying to the officers ana members of this association, and'other State
Unions, to inform you that all parties and citizens thronghout the Union, unit with us in askin f-nnr immediate and special
attention of some such measure of at least partial Justice in behall of the Sarvivors of Libby, Belle Island, Salsbury, Anderson-
ville, Florence, Macon, Charleston, Camp Tyler, and other Southern Military Prisons,

During the past few years a National Union las been formed, State, County, and Town Association in the following
Htates : [linois, Ohio, Michigan, New York, lowa, Minnesot, Massachnsetts, Conuecticat, Rhode Island, Ma fland, Vermont,
Maine, New Jersey. Pennsylvania, District of Columbia, Tennessee, and others, for the purpose of bringing Hmir just cluims
before the present Congress.  Praying that justice be done. Daring the lust few years we have received many thousand let.
ters from loyal and prominent citizens of both partics eneouraging us in our efforts to secure a pension for our comrades,

The petition which was signed by 24,856 Ex.Union Soldiers, and presented to the 46th Congress, in support of the Keifer
Bill, contained several leaves which had been circulated in Texas, Georgia, and other Bouthern States, and thereon appeaned
some fifey signatures of Ex-Confederate Soldiers and Officers, some of whom had done guard duty at Andersonville, Libly, and
other Southern Military Prisons. Duringe the pust year many thousand signatures have heen received by the different State
Uinions which will be presented to the 47th Congress, in support of the enclosed bill No, a3, 886,

The record at Washington, 1). ., shows that during the war of the rebellion, 180,000 Union Soldiers were captured by

- the enemy of which 25,000 or 80,000, are believed to be living who remained troe to their flag amid the darkness and gloom of

many Bouthern Military Prisons, in the years 1864 and winter of 1865,

The rate of mortality among these men sinee the elose of the war has been over 17 per cent, and we make the assertion,
without fear of contradlction, that of those you living there is not one among them physicially who can do a good days work,
and at the present rate of mortality few will be living 15 years hence.

In asking you to consider the claims of Ui Sarvivors, it is bat necessury to refer you to the records of the United States
Government, as sct forth in the report to the second session of the 40th l?ﬂllﬁ;l‘(’ﬂl{, 1867, and 1868 trial of Henry Wirtz, the evi-
dence therein consists of many kinds from many directions from offleers, soldiers, and citizens, speaking in the interest and for
the good of the rebel government, from persons under & strong sense of the wrongs done the Union Prisoners from disinterest-
el nbservers, neither in the one or the other army, and from the imprisoned themsel ves history hLas never presented a seene of
such gigantic human sufferings, we ask you to consider the testimony deawn from man P sources.  First, the opinions of Medical
Ufficers in the serviee of the rebel government, on duty at Andersonville, Libby, Belle lsland, Macon, Florence, Charleston,
Savannah, Camp Tyler, and others, at the time of these sufferings.  Second, the opinions of rebel offieers assigned to the special
duty of investigating the condition of affairs at the different miliwry prisons, together with the records of each prison. Third,
the opinions of Officers and Soldiers of the Rebel Army on duty at Andersonville and elsewhere. Fourth, the observation of
persons residing in the vicinity during this period and who pai frequent visits to Andersonville, and other Southern Military
|1rismnsi. Fifth, the testimony of prisoners themselves, Soldiers of the Union whe were themselves sufferers, see pages 781 to
#31 inclusive.

The number of patients treated in the hospital at Andersonville, is shown by the register tohave been something less than
18,000, and the deaths a little short of 13,000, and to this number must he added over 3,000 more who died before re:cﬁ:linglheiz
homes, making in all 15,000, and this falls far short of the maxim number, giving the frightful rates of mortality of over 88
per cent,

We find that the avers mortality of the Londen Hospitals is 9 per cent, In the French Hospitals, in the Crimeg for o
pericd of 22 months the mortality was 14 per cent. the city of Milan received during the campaign in Italy 34,000 sick gnd
wounded, of whom 14,00, or 4 per cont. died, The city Nashville, Tenn., received during the year 1864, 65,157 sick and wound-
ed, of whom 2,685, or 4 per cent died, During the year 1863, Washington I). C., received 884, and of these 2,671, or less than
4 per cent dle‘;l.eand in 1864, her hospitals remeivmf 95,705 sick and wounded, 49,455 sicl, 47,250 wounded of whom 6,983, or
6 and 1-1ta di

—a




A. SENATE No. House BiLL 3386.
In the House of Representatives, Jan. 23, 1881, Hon. A. M. Bliss of New York, Introduced the following Bill.
AT Ty

Giranting pensions to certain Union Soldiers and Sailors of the late war of the rebellion who were confined In so-called Confederate prisons.

Whereas, During the late rebellion. many Officers, Soldiers and Sailors of the Federal Army and Navy, through the fortupes of war, became
prisoners, and were confined in so-called Confederate prisons. Therefore

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled, That the Becretary of the Interior be,
and he herehy is, authorized and required to place npon the pension rolls of the United States, upon application and proof being made to the salis-
faction of the Department, all honorably discharged Officers, Soldiers, Bailors, and Marines of the United States Army and Navy, who during the late
ar,were captured and confined in any of the prisons or places commonly nsed for the confinement of prisoners, by the so called Confederate authori-
ties during the late rebellion.

That such pension shall in cach case begin from the date of the passage of this act, and shall be at the rate of eight dollars per month, and two
dollars a day for each and every day's confinement in said Confederate Military Prison,

And provided further that this said Pension shall be in addition to any pension that the Survivors of said Confederate Military Prisons may be
ow drawing or may hereafter draw for wounds reccived in the line of duty, to be paid at the same time, and in the same manner as other pensions
are now paid.

An amendment to this Bill will be offered by adding the following :

That the widows of all such Officers, Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines as were prisoners of war, and who have died, shall be placed on the pen.

glon roll, and the widows of such as shall hereafter die, shall also be placed on the pension roll from and after the date of the death of the person on
whose account the pension has been or may hereafter be granted,




The mortality of the rebel prisoners at Fort Delaware, for 11 months was 2 per cent, at Johnsons Island during 21 months,
134 deaths out of 6,000 prisoners,

Thie is the records of history against the charnel honse of Andersonville, and let this be known it was but one of the
rison pens of the South, let the mouths of those who would défend these atrocities b recriminations charging the United
tates Government  with like crueltes forever hereafter be cloged.  Fort Dalaware, and .ilralmmn'g Island with 2 per cent, An-

dersonville with its 82 per eent.  Let no mind be it ever so biased by treasonable s mpathies doubt this record for If not lost
to all sense fr must be believed, Let the fact be kuown that over seventy thousand Union Prisoners died in the different prison
pens of the South during the war.

You are aware that in the early part of the war up to July 1863, exclanges of prisoners were made regularly, but about
the commencement of 1864, when the confederaey began Lo show signs of weskness they were stopped, at this time the United
States Government held o large excess of !:riwmm. and the rebels were anxious to exchange man for man, rank for ‘rank, but
our guthorities acted upon the theory of Edward M. Stanton, Secretary of War, that we conld not afford to give well fed rug-

men for invalids and skeletons, that returned prisoners were infinitely more valoe to the rebels than to us, while the larger
body of Confederates held at the North were in good health, and wonld be ready for battle the moment they were exchanged ;
to exchange, thercfore, would be bad policy, so the order went forth that these men who were in the rebel prison pens, must
b sacrificed for the good of the eause, thus com Aling the Union prisoners to do deuble daty, in addition to the terrible suf-
terings enduored therein, see ** Conduact of War—: upplement, Part 2. Heport of Major Genernl E. H. Hiteheoek, U, 8, A,
Uommissioner of Exchange, on the subject of oxchange wherein he states it was most deplorable and shocking upon indivi-
duals for the time being, but no one whose eyes ane opert can lail to sce that it became in many ways a signal step under the
guidance of proyidence lor bringlng the rebel cause to destraction.

Again, Uen, Grand in a letter to Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, said, It is hard oo our men in Sonthern prisons not to ex-
change them, but if we now commenee a system of exchange which liberates all prisoners taken, we will have to fight on until
the whole South is exterminated, if we hoid those captured they connt for more than dean men,

Much more evidence cou'd be bronght before you to prove the great and terrible decision of the officers of our Govern-
ment who left us to suffer and die, this after rendering faithful service to the canse of liberty and union, the officer or Private
soldier who neglects his duty in the presence of the enemy is takenout and shot, our officials seemed to forget that the soldiers
obligation of obedience devolves upon the government, the obligation of protection, it was clearly the duty of our authorities
to exchange our soldiers, or to protect them by well considered gystematic retaliation in kind, until the rebel suthorities should
treat prisoners of war with ordinary humanity, secording to the usage of honorable warfare,

© Again, the offieal report of Licut. Gen. J, B, Hood, (. 8. A, seeadvane: and retreat by Gen, J. B, Hood, page 824, we
find the 1ollowing: the 54,000 prisoners at Andersonville, Ga., inmy rear compeiled me to place the army between them snd
the enemy, thus preventing me at that time from moving on his, “Gen. Sherman’s™ communications, and destroying his depots
of supplies st Marriets.

If those nets were carried out, and these words were true, and it is certain that this poliey was adopted and carried out,

Did not those men in Southern prisons in addition to the many battles, they passed through in the months and years of
serviee previous to eaptare, play an important part in the sappression of the rebellion,

While the exposures incidental to army life were severe, and cost the health and life of many it was not to be compared
to what one suffered in the prison pens of the South, .

It was impossible for one to spend any lengih of time  there without injury to both physical and mental faculties, thou.
sands suffered with wounds received in battle, thousands dicd after liberation, and those who live to-day are total wrecks, many
both in body and mind, thousands of them are suffering from such exposure and starvation, and will continue to do so e
plainingly until a great republic they holped to save, shall do them justics,

They remained there by the sanstion of their own government, doing a donble duty as an extreme war measyre untald
of in all history, an inexcusable cruclty to thovsands of aching hearts, and the story of their tortures and sufferings is o part of
the history of this conntry and the blackest page in the book.

Yet the lamps of their loyalty burned with brightness, they never denonnced the government which neglected thom they
never desponded through the gloomiest days when differences in the eabinet and defeats in the field, threatened to ruin the
Union esuse, they seldom }'ls!ﬁlm:l an ioto of principle to their eruel keepers, hungry, cold, and naked, walting, waiting through
Elnw months and years, thousands sick, thousands dying, they continued true as steel, history has few such records o stead fast

evotion,

Chiarity Is not asked only for what they carned and justly their due, let it be remembered that if any of the soldiersin the
war for the l{ninn earned what the Usited States Government paid, or will ever pay them, the men whao fought in many battles
and endured the terrible sufferings in Southern Military Prisons are first among that number.

Thu}; appeal to youn for your support in behalf of justice, and trus: you will see justice done thongh the heaven's fall.
Very Respectfully, Your Obedient Servants,

A T. DECEER, President, No. 82, Tth Avenne, New York City.

JAMES M. LEARY, Vice-President.

JOON L. RAMSOM, Judge Advocate.

G H. LAWRENCE, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer, East Now York, N. Y.
G. W. FARR, Recording Secretary, 245 Washington St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

BEY, I HANABURGH, Chaplin, Snngerties, N Y.

EDWARD O'SHEA, Marshall, New York City.

RICHARD LAWRENCE, 8. 8. Bearer, Red Bank, N. 1.

JAMES OWENS, Chairman Executive Committes, 2084, 3d Avenune, New York Ci 7.
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MY DEAR SIR
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YOUR LETTER OF JAMNs 2I1ST WAS OVERLOOKEDs WE SHAEL
CERTAINLY HAVE NO ODBJECTION TO ANY SUBSEGUENT USE
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__ Blank No. 1.

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRLPH COMPANY.

?E whifhin Campuny TRANSITS and BELIVERS mesices only oo condtions, limiting 1t liabiliy.

h have been nssonied 1o by the sender of the following me
rmﬂ cnn be guard el aﬂluﬂwlﬂ.ﬁuhmﬂm I IEEsIAZE bl k to the sendin J station for comparison,

the Company will not hold jiself for errors or delays in transmission or delivery of Uses pes i por |
I-—-I.!'

% | This message 1s an UNREPEATED MESSAGE and {3 delivered by request of the sender, under
"“H the conditions named above.
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Biank No. 1. \

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANTY.

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS mesages only on mdi:bun- limiting its L bf 14
which have been nssanie] 1o by uu sender of un :‘ullamlnnm-uq. i o
& message back tothe sending statbon far comparison,

e Errors can be guanded against If E'Ir

\_-. '-.\_\_\_ i-l'bd. the Company will not hold itsell lisBle for errnu or delays in transmission or delivory of Unrepested
R

- i This messags le an UNREFEATED MESSAGE and 15 deliversd by request of the sender, under

o, the conditions named above.
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A. R. BREWER, Sec'y. HORVIN GREEN, FPresident.
—_— e e ————————————
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